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An information session and Q&A

Questions are welcome!

This is not a course or formal training session.
CEUs will not be offered.
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Tonight’s Conversation

01 Understand the initial certification and renewal tracks

02 Find the forms, resources, and mentorship that supports your next step

03 Plan your preparation, documentation, and examination

04 Ask the Board questions about your situation
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Initial Certification Tracks

Track Experience Dysphagia Hours Nature of Work

Clinical At least 3 years after 
CCC-SLP

350 hours/year in each of 
the last 3 years

Direct patient contact;.
up to 100 of 350 hours/year 
may be dysphagia 
supervision

Academic/
Administrative

350 hours/year in each of 
the last 3 years

100 hours/year in each of 
the last 3 years, plus 450 
total in the last 4 years

Direct patient contact; 
including clinical research 
with human participants

Both tracks require documentation of advanced dysphagia expertise



Readiness Checklist for Initial Applicants

 Current CCC-SLP and at least 3 years of dysphagia work after certification

 Track-specific hours documented and ready for verification

 Intermediate to advanced dysphagia CE documented for the last 3 years

 Three recommendations and evidence of related professional activities

 Readiness reviewed with a mentor, including gaps and a plan

















Related Professional Activities

Education/Mentorship teaching, presentations, supervision, and advising

Leadership professional service, guidelines, or multidisciplinary program 
development

Scholarship/Research peer-reviewed presentations, publications, and clinical 
research

Describe your contribution, audience, scope, and impact with supporting evidence

Activities should demonstrate expertise beyond routine job expectations



Continuing Education

Certification Total Dysphagia 
CE

ASHA CUE 
Minimum

Advanced Level 
Minimum

Course Level

Initial 
Certification

7.5 CEUs / 75 hours 
over 3 years

1.0 CEU / 10 hours 4.5 CEUs / 45 hours Intermediate or 
advanced

Renewal 12.5 CEUs / 125 
hours over 5 years

3.0 CEUs / 30 hours 7.5 CEUs / 75 hours Intermediate or 
advanced, across all 
5 years

Keep certificates, course level, learning objectives, and time-ordered agendas



Mentorship

 Request a mentor through the AB-SSD online form

 Share your track, patient population, setting, and application timeline

 Review readiness, CE documentation, and professional activity evidence together

 Ask for support early and follow up as your application develops



The 3–5 year Plan

Year 1 review requirements, identify your track, and connect with a mentor

Years 2–3 broaden dysphagia experience and build intermediate to advanced CE

Years 3–5 develop professional activities and preserve evidence of your work

04 This slide is a suggested planning summary, not a requirement to wait five years.



(excerpt – page 1 only)
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.swallowingdisorders.org/resource/resmgr/application/3-5_year_plan_031125.pdf
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Application Submission & Review

01 Complete the correct online form and provide all required attachments

02 Keep your own copy of the application and supporting documents

03 The committee reviews the evidence of advanced experience and related 
professional activities

04 The Board’s decision notification explains your next steps



BCS-S Exam Scheduling & Preparation

 Follow the scheduling instructions in your acceptance notification

 Schedule within 1 month and complete the first exam attempt within 3 months; 
must be passed within one year of the approved application date.

 Passing score is 80%; Up to 3 attempts per application

 Use the Examination Guide with link to Suggested Resources to plan broad study 
(https://www.swallowingdisorders.org/page/Exam_Guide)

Confirm exam timing and retake requirements with the Board

https://www.swallowingdisorders.org/page/Exam_Guide


BCS-S Exam Content

01 Application approval establishes eligibility to take the exam

02 Choose the adult-focused or pediatric-focused examination

03 Multiple-choice questions assess knowledge and clinical judgment and case-based 
questions assess application of knowledge 

04 Content includes neuroanatomy, swallowing physiology, assessment, and 
intervention



Renewal Certification Tracks

Track Hours in each of the
5 years

Focus

Clinical Renewal Track At least 350 hours Clinical experience in swallowing and 
swallowing disorders

Academic/Administrative Renewal 
Track

At least 100 hours Clinical experience alongside 
academic or administrative work

Leadership and Industry Renewal 
Track

At least 100 hours Direct/hands-on care and/or indirect 
clinical care

Renewal occurs every 5 years; you may renew under a different track



Readiness Checklist for Renewal Applicants

 Confirm your renewal date and select the track that fits your current role

 Document annual dysphagia hours for the full 5-year period

 Compile 125 hours of qualifying CE and evidence of continued professional skills

 Update your CV, ASHA documentation, and employment verification

 Complete the track-specific form, required attestation, and renewal fee



Leadership & Industry Renewal Track

 For current BCS-S affiliates whose careers have shifted to leadership or industry

 Describe advanced dysphagia responsibilities in a narrative of 1,000 words or less

 Explain direct or indirect care and the clinical impact of your work

 Include the required attestation, updated CV, ASHA card, and CE evidence



Easy2Digest Newsletter

https://www.swallowingdisorders.org/page/easy-to-digest

https://www.swallowingdisorders.org/page/easy-to-digest


Easy 2 Digest & Ongoing Updates

 Read Easy 2 Digest for Board news and certification updates

 Use the online archive to revisit prior issues

 Watch for CE opportunities, affiliate stories, and volunteer announcements

 Check current forms and requirements again before submitting



Website Navigation & Resources

Your goal Website section Resources

Apply for the first time Become Board Certified Requirements, mentor request, application

Prepare documentation Application and Resources Appendices A–C, letters, hour verification

Renew BCS-S Current Affiliates / Renewal Renewal information and track-specific forms

Stay connected Easy 2 Digest and AB-SSD 
events

News, CE opportunities, Board updates

Use the current online forms and documentation resources



FAQs: Preparing for Initial Application

Is a mentor required? No, however AB-SSD strongly encourages mentorship

Do routine work duties alone demonstrate readiness? Describe 
advanced expertise and work beyond routine expectations

Does the 3–5 year plan require a 5-year wait? It offers planning 
examples. Initial eligibility begins after the required post-CCC experience

How many activity categories are required? Review Appendix C and 
ask the Board about track-specific expectations



FAQs: Preparing to Renew

Can I change tracks when renewing? Yes. Select the track that fits your 
current role

Is Leadership and Industry only a renewal application track? 
Yes. The Leadership and Industry track is designed to for renewals only.

Do I retake the exam at renewal? Current affiliates do not retake the exam

Can virtual CE count? Yes. Qualifying intermediate or advanced dysphagia 
content can be in person or virtual



Helpful Links
● Application Process (All Steps Listed): 

https://www.swallowingdisorders.org/page/Requirements
● Request a Mentor: https://www.swallowingdisorders.org/page/Mentors
● Application Form & Resources: 

https://www.swallowingdisorders.org/page/applicationandresources
○ Appendix A: Continuing Education Documentation: 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.swallowingdisorders.org/resource/resmgr/application/appendix_a_fin
al_8.4.2026.pdf

○ Appendix B: Clinical Hours Documentation: 
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.swallowingdisorders.org/resource/resmgr/application/appendix_b_v3
.pdf

○ Appendix C: Intermediate to Advanced Skill Documentation: 
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.swallowingdisorders.org/resource/resmgr/application/2024_appendix
_c_final_v2.pdf

● 3-5 Year Plan: 
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.swallowingdisorders.org/resource/resmgr/application/3-5_year_plan_0311
25.pdf

● Readiness Checklist: 
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.swallowingdisorders.org/resource/resmgr/application/2024_readiness_ckli
st_final.pdf
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