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TAWWA Awards 15 Students with Scholarships

n its continued effort to support higher education, 
Texas Section has named 15 recipients of 2013 

awarded a $2,000 scholarship for the 2013-2014 
academic year. 
	 This year, TAWWA also named Annie Reck as the 
first recipient of the Texas AWWA Water Conservation 
License Plate Scholarship, funded by your purchases of 
the Water Conservation License Plate and sponsored 
by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board on 
behalf of TAWWA.
	 You can help TAWWA fund more scholarships for 
students next year by purchasing the TAWWA water 
conservation license plate or donating online at 
www.tawwascholarship.org.
	 The 2013-2014 scholarship winners are:

KELLY FISHER 
Texas Woman’s University | 
Accounting, Business Administration
Kelly Fisher graduated with a degree in accounting 
from Texas Woman’s University last May, and is 
currently working toward a Master of Business 
Administration with Accounting Certification from 
Texas Woman’s University. She wants to become a 
Certified Public Accountant and work as a tax 
accountant. Last summer, she interned at Howard & 

Co., LLP in Dallas, 
working in the tax 
department. On 
campus, she was 
part of the TWU 
Honors Scholar 
Program and served 
as student vice 
president of Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor 
Society, president of 
the Accounting and 
Finance Society, and 
is active in other 
organizations, such 
as the Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants. 
Her AWWA family member is Timothy Fisher, assistant 
director of water utilities at the City of Denton.

LAUREN FUERST
University of Pittsburgh | Neuroscience, Chemistry
Lauren Fuerst is a graduate of Richardson High School 
and is currently pursuing a degree in neuroscience 
from the University of Pittsburgh, with a minor in 
chemistry. On campus, Lauren served as a member of 
the University of Pittsburgh Varsity Swim Team and the 

CONTINUED PAGE 12 | scholarships

“The TAWWA scholarship 
allowed me to pursue 
interesting research and 
exciting fieldwork in Nepal 
in pursuit of my PhD with 
few outside worries. I am 

opportunity.”

~ David Rounce
2012 Scholarship Awardee
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The Gift of Giving

BY CHRISTIANNE CASTLEBERRY
texas section chair

What makes TAWWA an association 
worthy of a strong membership is 
the quality of our offerings. We’re 

about sharing the best information from those 
with the most expertise, so that each of us in 
the water industry benefits. We offer technical 
webcasts and training, provide opportunities for 
networking and professional development and 
support college educational opportunities for 
our membership and industry through 
generous scholarship awards. It’s the last two 
benefits — scholarships and professional 
development — that often get less attention, 
but actually can have the most life-changing 
impact for members.
	 Our Section Scholarship program is the envy of many other Sections of 
AWWA, as well as other organizations. Under the leadership of 
Scholarship Chair Ignacio Cadena, TAWWA has awarded an average of 
fifteen (15) $2,000 scholarships EACH year, for the past several years. In 
addition to Section events that raise money for scholarships, our 
Chapters across Texas also hold events to raise funds. Our Chapters have 
now become major contributors to the Section scholarship fund, 
contributing roughly one-third of the awarded funds annually. 
	 Before Ignacio, I served as the Section’s Scholarship Chair for about six 
years. I held the position well beyond normal term limits because it was 
very gratifying to be able to positively affect so many college student lives. 
My favorite part was the immense satisfaction I felt when final decisions 
were made each year, knowing that we were making a difference in so 
many lives. And I still smile when the announcements come out each year. 
All of us, working together to support events that contribute to the 
Scholarship Program, make this possible.
	 College students who receive generous scholarship opportunities are 
relieved of some of the financial burden of paying for school, but this 
benefit translates into other positive outcomes as well. Studies indicate 
that many scholarship recipients go to better schools, are more likely to 
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From Source to Tap

Precise supply/demand forecasting and hydraulic 
modeling enable us to test different alternatives that 

make the best use of the existing system and 
minimize the cost of improvements.

Managing supply, treatment, and distribution can present 
a steady stream of complex challenges.  Since 1951, 
Hazen and Sawyer has been helping water providers  
protect public health and the environment.

www.hazenandsawyer.com

Scholarships and Membership Benefits
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Funding the Future
BY MIKE HOWE
tawwa executive director

If you have college-age family members, this will 
come as no surprise to you. Education expenses 
have shot through the roof and are still climbing. 

This will date me, but when I attended UT Austin,        
tuition was, I hope you’re sitting down, $50 per semester
plus books. Now, depending on where you are            
attending, tuition is in the thousands per semester, 
plus books, plus room and board, etc.
	 My wife and I did put three students through school 
for their bachelor degrees, and with some help, we 
were able to avoid leaving our children with massive 
debt. Our one daughter did have to borrow to 
complete her advanced degree and will be working 
this debt off for some time.
	 But, for our best of the best students, nearly all of 
them need our help. Many of you know that we have 
an active scholarship program, currently providing 
$2,000 scholarships to fifteen students this year and 
sixteen students last year. With the help of our 
Chapters and from what we earn from our scholarship 
investments and our share of the annual Texas Water 
Golf Tournament, we work very hard to raise as much 
and award as many scholarships as we can. Plus, with 
our new Conservation License Plate, $22 of the $30 
extra you pay for the plates each year comes to us to 
add to our scholarship program.

	 This issue of TEXASh2o 
features our most recent 
scholarship awardees. We 
wanted to award more, but 
the funds were not available.  
We need your help.
	 I don’t have to tell you 
how important education is 
to the future of our industry 
and frankly, our society.
	 I am asking you to step 
up and help us. We have 
made it very easy for you to donate small, medium or 
large amounts one time or on a sustaining basis to our 
Scholarship Program. You can do it online right now at 
www.tawwascholarship.org and the best part is that 
you can donate just about any amount you can afford 
or want. Small amounts add up and you can also 
donate small amounts each month. Your donation is 
tax deductible and I promise you, this is a donation 
that multiplies many times as we support more 
students in higher education.
	 This is a smart move on your part and YOU will 
make a difference. Donate today.

| www.tawwascholarship.org |

|  executive director report  |
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Made from up to 95 percent recycled materials, 
ductile iron pipe has always been environmentally
friendly. It’s trusted in thousands of utilities, and 
more than 600 have had it in continuous use for 
more than 100 years. Our Sustainable Gold rating
and SMaRT certification from the Institute for
Market Transformation to Sustainability 
is further proof that AMERICAN 
ductile iron pipe is made the right way.
Because doing things the right way is
the AMERICAN way. 
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Gov. Perry Appoints Covar to Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality

Gov. Rick Perry has appointed Zak Covar of 
Round Rock to the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a term to 

expire Aug. 31, 2015. The commission establishes, 
oversees and implements policies regarding clean air, 
clean water and other environmental matters for the 
State of Texas.
	 Covar served as executive director of the TCEQ and 
has worked for the commission since 2007. He is a 
former environmental and natural resources policy 
advisor to Gov. Perry, former chief committee 
clerk for the Texas House of Representatives 
Environmental Regulation Committee, and former 
chief of staff to State Rep. Dennis Bonnen.

	 Covar received a bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M 
University.

|  TCEQ update  |
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|  awwa update  |

AWWA Directors Select Gene Koontz 
as President-Elect

CONTINUED PAGE 22 | awwa update

 E X P E R I E N C E   |   S O L U T I O N S   |  S A V I N G S

Water is a Precious Resource. 
How Much Are You Losing?

l  Full-service leak and water 
loss detection, meter evaluation, 

underground water system assessment 
and water theft detection

l  25 years experience locating and eliminating 
damaging and costly water loss

l  State-of-the-art acoustic leak detection 
equipment and expert staff

Sam Godfrey
1308 Daytona Drive Austin, TX 78733

Office/Fax: 512-263-7043 
Mobile:512-751-5325

sgodfrey@samco-leakservice.com      www.samco-leakservice.com

Offices Worldwide
www.arcadis-us.com 

Creating a better 
water environment.

• Austin • Dallas • Ft. Worth • Houston • San Antonio
• Laredo • Midland • Corpus Christi • El Paso • Lufkin

At their meeting in Austin on Jan. 19, the         
American Water Works Association Board of    
Directors elected Gene Koontz of Lemoyne, 

Penn., as the association’s next president-elect and 
chose five new vice presidents and two directors-at-
large.

An AWWA member since 1982, Koontz oversees 
environmental services for Gannett Fleming Inc., a 
global infrastructure firm that provides planning, 
design, technology and construction management 
services for a diverse range of markets and disciplines. 
He has served as an active volunteer and leader within 
the AWWA Pennsylvania Section as well as on the 

broader Association level. 
Koontz begins his role as president-elect in June 

2014, at the conclusion of AWWA’s Annual Conference 
and Exposition in Boston, Mass. He will serve his one-
year presidential term beginning in June of 2015.

A civil engineering graduate from Lehigh University, 
Koontz has held many leadership positions within the 
Pennsylvania Section, including Section Chair, Chair of 
the Water Quality Committee, member of the Water 
Utility Council, and Chair of the Program Committee.  
On a broader level, he has served on three separate 
Water Research Foundation project advisory 
committees.

The five new vice presidents selected by the Board 
are:

•	 Brenda Lennox, a Pacific Northwest Section 
director from Tualatin Valley Water District. 
She currently serves on the Management & 
Leadership Division, Standing Committee on 
Diversity & Member Inclusion and Heroism 
Award Committee.

•	 Tom Moulton, a former board member of the 
Ontario Water Works Association, who is profit 
centre manager for Emco Corporation Waterworks. 
Previously, he was involved in the section 
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U.S. Supreme Court Rules Water Lawsuit 
Against New Mexico Can Proceed

On Jan. 27, the U.S. Supreme Court ordered that 
Texas’ complaint against New Mexico be filed, 
ruling that Texas can proceed with its lawsuit 

against New Mexico. Texas initiated its original action 
against New Mexico in 2013 alleging that New Mexico 
has violated and continues to violate the Rio Grande 
Compact, an interstate water contract between Texas, 
New Mexico and Colorado, by allowing illegal and 
unauthorized diversions and use, in New Mexico, of 
water apportioned to Texas. Texas asks that New 
Mexico be ordered to stop these illegal diversions and 
to compensate Texas for damages it has incurred 
because of New Mexico’s unlawful activities.
	 By taking the case, the Supreme Court confirms that 
Texas has established that its case has merit and that 

it raises important and serious issues that should be 
addressed by the Supreme Court. The order allows 
New Mexico to file a motion to dismiss the action, 
which is a procedural right that is normally afforded 
parties in litigation.
	 “I am pleased that the Supreme Court has accepted 
Texas’ case against New Mexico. This is an important 
step in our case. We are prepared to move the lawsuit 
forward,” said Pat Gordon, the Texas Rio Grande 
Compact Commissioner.
	 “The Supreme Court’s acceptance of the lawsuit is an 
acknowledgement that Texas has met its burden that 
the case has merit, and that it should be handled by 

 www.hartwellenv.com 

   Houston                              Austin                              Dallas                           Tulsa 
281.351.8501 Tel                        512.347.7676 Tel                      817.446.9500 Tel                     918.299.8555 Tel 
281.351.8323 Fax                       512.347.7730 Fax                     817.446.7200 Fax                    918.299.8554 Fax 

               Hartwell Environmental Corporation represents leading manufacturers of water and wastewater treatment   
equipment used in municipal and industrial treatment facilities.  Our manufacturers provide the latest technology in the industry                             
                                and we are dedicated to providing this equipment to our Texas and Oklahoma markets. 

Hartwell Environmental Corporation 

|  lawsuit  |
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|  legislative news  |

On Dec. 17, the U.S. Senate passed HR3588, 
the Community Fire Safety Act, on unanimous   
consent. The bill passed earlier in December 

in the U.S. House on a vote of 384-0. Once signed into 
law by President Obama, HR3588 would exempt fire 
hydrants from compliance with the Reduction of Lead 
in Drinking Water Act.
	 American Water Works Association Executive 
Director David LaFrance issued the following statement 
on the events:
	 “The American Water Works Association applauds
 the U.S. Senate for its swift action in passing the 
Community Fire Safety Act, H.R. 3588 through 
unanimous consent. Our elected leaders have done 

AWWA Applauds Senate Action on Hydrant Bill

great service for their communities, and we are 
optimistic that President Obama will sign the bill into 
law.
	 “We also are grateful to the many voices in the water 
community and beyond who joined with AWWA in 
bringing this issue to U.S. Congress over the past few 
weeks. Their willingness to raise their voices has made 
all the difference.
	 “The Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act was 
not intended to cover fire hydrants. Our elected 
leaders have arrived at a common sense decision that 
will save valuable time and resources for water utilities 
and equipment manufacturers — costs that ultimately 
would be borne by water consumers.”

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS!

The Mentoring Committee is planning a 
networking event at Texas Water 2014SM 
in Dallas. We are looking for mentors, 
those who have been part of TAWWA 
for some time and who can guide and 
encourage new members. 

We are also looking for mentees, those 
who are new to TAWWA or who want to 
be more involved in the organization. 

Consider participating in this great 
program. Look out for further details on 
the event and to sign up via email!

Questions and suggestions are welcome. 
Please email Letty Gomar at 
lgomar@carollo.com.
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REGISTER TODAY!

Texas Water 2014SM

April 14-17, 2014*

Hilton Anatole Hotel
Dallas, Texas
*Please note Texas Water 2014 begins on Monday and ends on Thursday this year

Early-Bird Registration is now open at www.txwater.org
A registration form can also be found on Page 21.

866-424-7622          www.airmac.com 

      Blowers         Blower Packages  
     Overhauls       Digester Aeration        
                    Filter Backwash 
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CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

Dallas 972.437.4300

Fort Worth 817.451.3500

Offices Nationwide

San Antonio 210.651.1661

Round Rock 512.451.8204

Irving 972.313.1874

Garland 972.271.1920

Texas Locations:

www.rjn.com

Wastewater System Engineering

Sanitary Sewer Condition Assessment

Flow Monitoring

Sanitary Sewer Overflow Elimination

Water Distribution Engineering

Asset Management

Phi Eta Sigma service fraternity. She received the Girl Scout Gold Award 
in 2010 and went on a mission trip to Uganda in July 2011. Her AWWA 
family member is Brian Fuerst, senior project manager at CH2M HILL.

AMANDA HAWS
University of Arkansas | Marketing
Amanda Haws graduated from Anderson High School last May and is 
currently attending the University of Arkansas, where she is working
toward a degree in marketing. She wants to study business and 
eventually earn a law degree, with the goal of starting a business that 
would help improve the lives of those who are less fortunate. She was 
very involved in high school, participating in the National Honor Society, 
Young Life, Leadership Council and played varsity volleyball. Her AWWA 
family member is Brian Haws, process engineer for Austin Water Utility.

AMY HELDENBRAND
Rice University | Environmental Engineering
Amy Heldenbrand graduated with a B.S. in environmental engineering
from Southern Methodist University and is currently pursuing a master’s 
in the same subject from Rice University. Her master’s thesis is 
focusing on desalination, and she hopes to pursue a career in research 
and development to find solutions to water-related issues. Amy served 
as Chapter President of Chi Epsilon at SMU, as well as Lieutenant Captain 
of the SMU Mustang Mavericks Dance Team. She is a student member of 
AWWA through Rice.

SARAH KEITHLEY
University of Texas at Austin | Civil Engineering, Environmental and 
Water Resources Engineering
Sarah Keithley received undergraduate degrees in civil engineering
and theology from the University of Notre Dame, her master’s in 
environmental engineering from the University of Texas at Austin and is 

“I appreciated receiving the 
scholarship because it meant 
I could focus my energy on 
classes rather than on 
finances, which meant I could 
get more out of my classes. 
At that point, I had recently 
decided to focus on water 
issues and was eager to learn 
more about the field. 

I appreciated the vote of 
confidence I felt in receiving a 
scholarship from such an 
amazing water-focused group. 
It helped me confirm I was 
making a good choice in 
pursuing a career in this field. 

I am still on that path. I am 
currently a graduate student 
at UT, finishing my masters 
degrees in Environmental and 
Water Resources Engineering 
and in Public Affairs and 
working on research related to 
the interconnection between 
water and energy.”

~ Margaret Cook
2011 Scholarship Awardee

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 | scholarships

|  scholarships  |
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working toward a doctorate in civil engineering from 
UT. She would like to work for a consulting firm 
designing and implementing biological drinking water 
treatment processes. She is also involved in several 
outreach initiatives designed to get students 
interested in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. She is a student member of AWWA 
through UT.

KYLEE KITTRELL
University of North Texas | Accounting, Economics
Kylee Kittrell is currently pursuing a combined 
bachelor’s and master’s degree in accounting from the 
University of North Texas, with the goal of becoming a 
Certified Public Accountant. She is a member of UNT’s 
track and field and cross-country team and was 
recognized as an All-Academic Team Member. Kylee is 
part of the Honor’s College at UNT, made the 
President’s List both semesters and served as treasurer 

Engineering  |  Science  |  Consulting

El Paso | Houston  
Offices Nationwide | 100% Environmental
Employee Owned | BrownandCaldwell.com

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

of Alpha Lambda Delta. She also received the Girl Scout 
Gold Award in 2012. Her AWWA family member is Ken 
Hall, global technology leader at CH2M HILL.

COLIN MCGUIRE
University of Texas at Austin | Aerospace Engineering
Colin McGuire is working toward a degree in aerospace 
engineering from the University of Texas at Austin. He 
would like to become an aerospace engineer and help 
design and build the next generation of air and space 
craft. He is a member of the student chapter of the 
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
and has been involved with the Longhorn Rocket 
Association. His AWWA family member is Charles 
McGuire, water production superintendent for the 
City of San Angelo.

AARON RECK
Texas A&M University | Civil Engineering
Aaron Reck is currently attending Texas A&M 
University, working toward a degree in civil 
engineering with the goal of also earning a master’s 
degree. He graduated from Coppell High School in 
2012 and was very involved during his time there, 
participating in football, wrestling, power lifting and 
track. Aaron also served on the leadership team for his 
church’s youth group and participated in youth mission 
trips to Rio Grande Valley, New Orleans and New York 
City. His AWWA family member is Todd Reck, utilities 
director for the City of Irving.

ANNIE RECK
Texas A&M University | Chemical Engineering
Annie Reck is the first recipient of the Texas AWWA 
Water Conservation License Plate Scholarship. She is 
currently pursuing a degree in chemical engineering 
from Texas A&M University. She graduated from 
Coppell High School last May, where she was part of 

“By assisting me in meeting the financial 
demands of attending college, the TAWWA 
Scholarship gave me the opportunity to focus on 
my education and my community rather than 
my finances. As a result, I was able to take on 
leadership roles as co-chair of a volunteer 
organization and as president of the combined 
student chapters of AWWA and WEF at my 
university, which helped me develop personally 
and professionally while also giving back to my 
community.”

~ Olivia Beck
2011 Scholarship Awardee

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 | scholarships
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Pressure, volume and temperature sensing and alerts

Integrated rechargeable battery system 

Remote On/Off control from the office

Cellular communication via
Industry leading accuracy

100% project financing

Call us to get started 
214.469.1065

www.capstonemetering.com

In 2013, the American Society of Civil Engineers 
(ASCE), gave the U.S. infrastructure a “D” 
grade. Any improvements would be good,  but 
being average is not good enough for Capstone.

 In 2014, Capstone delivers 

The Only Intelligent Solution for  
Rural America

enabling AMI without the high cost of 
implementing & managing a WiFi system

the IntelliH₂O® 
 (A+) Award-Winning, Multi-Patented, 

Water Management System
Fully equipped, with more power and exceptional features:

the National Honor Society, played the French horn in 
the band, was a member of the Basics of Stock 
Investing Club and the Chinese Club. She has been 
involved with her church youth group, participating in 
six mission trips and being part of the youth ministry 
leadership team. Her AWWA family member is Todd 
Reck, utilities director for the City of Irving.

GABRIELA RODRIGUEZ
Texas Tech University | 
Chemical Engineering, Military Studies
Gabriela Rodriguez is currently attending Texas Tech 
University, pursuing a degree in chemical engineering 
with a minor in military studies. She is involved with 
the Air Force ROTC and attended Air Force field training 
during the summer of 2013. As a chemical engineer, 
she wants to learn about the struggle to make efficient, 
clean water and help bring clean water to those who 
don’t have access to it. She is a student member of 
AWWA through Texas Tech University.

LINDSEY SCHREIBER
Texas A&M University | 
4-8 Math/Science Education Certification
Lindsey Schreiber is currently attending Texas A&M 
University, working toward a math and science 
education certification. She graduated from Notre 
Dame High School last May, where she was involved in 
tennis, track, Student Council, National Honor Society 
and Key Club. Lindsey would like to become a teacher 
that inspires her students with a desire to learn and to 

“I am very appreciative of the TAWWA 
Scholarship and my membership in TAWWA, 
as well. I’ve worked throughout college, but 
scholarship support is like a gift that truly keeps 
giving. I hope someday to be able to pay it 
forward to other students who might need the 
help. Thank you, TAWWA!”

~ Narine Wandrey
2012 and 2013 Scholarship Awardee

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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oldcastleprecast.com/enclosuresolutions(800) 735-5566

You upgraded your equipment and
it is worth protecting. 

Your Solution is Here!

BCF Heavywall 
Meter Box

The Next Generation

make an impact in the world around them. Her AWWA 
family member is Russell Schreiber, public works 
director at the City of Wichita Falls.

BUCK STARLING
Texas A&M University | Chemical Engineering
Buck Starling is currently attending Texas A&M 
University, where he is working toward a degree in 
chemical engineering. He graduated from Flower 
Mound High School last May, where he was involved 
with the National Honor Society, basketball, football 
and track. He was also in Boy Scouts, earning the Eagle 
Scout Rank, and is active in his church, scuba diving 
and ultimate frisbee. His AWWA family member is 
Donna Starling, water programs manager at the City 
of Irving.

COLIN VOKES
UNTHSC Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine | 
Doctorate of Osteopathic Medicine
Colin Vokes is pursuing a doctorate of osteopathic 

medicine at the UNT Health Science Center. He would 
like to become a general surgeon and eventually obtain 
a faculty position at an academic institution to give 
back by teaching the next generation of physicians and 
surgeons. Colin is a member of the Student 
Osteopathic Surgical Association and has served as 
the SOSA National Liaison. His AWWA family member 
is Charles Vokes, water utilities superintendant for the 
City of Cleburne.

NARINE WANDREY
University of Dallas | Biology, Mathematics/Chemistry
Narine Wandrey is currently attending the University of 
Dallas, where she is working toward a degree in biology 
and minors in mathematics and chemistry. She was 
invited to study at the John B. O’Hara Chemical 
Sciences Institute and has performed biochemistry 
research at Louisiana State University. She is president 
of the University of Dallas Earth Science and Service 
Club and is also the founder and president of the 
Dallas chapter of the American Society of 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 | scholarships
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“The scholarship helped me through my graduate education 
at UT Austin. In May of 2013, I graduated from UT with a MS in 
Environmental and Water Resources Engineering with a 3.92 
GPA. I completed my masters thesis, which involved looking at 
the catalytic removal of monochloramine using GAC in point 
of use applications. I had the opportunity to present some of 
my work to the local cap chapter of AWWA in early 2013. 

After graduation, I was contemplating staying for a Ph.D or 
going into industry. I wanted real world experience so I chose 
consulting (at least for now). I ended up choosing a position 
as an environmental process engineer for Carollo Engineers. 
Actually, I moved to work in the San Diego office because of a 
great opportunity and the location. I’ve been here for about 
five months and love it so far. I continue to stay involved with 
AWWA and am a member of the CA-NV section of AWWA. 

I am very grateful to have been supported by the scholarship.”

~ Eric Cherasia
2012 Scholarship Awardee

Microbiology. She is a student member of 
AWWA through the University of Dallas.

SUZANNE WEN
Rice University | Bioengineering
Suzanne Wen is currently attending Rice 
University, working toward a degree in 
bioengineering. She is also interested 
in pursuing a dual major or master’s in 
computer engineering. She graduated 
from Martin High School last May, where 
she was involved with varsity choir, Key 
Club, was president of the Rho Kappa/
Social Studies National Honor Society, 
team captain of the UIL Social Studies 
Team and vice president of the computer 
science club. Her AWWA family member 
is Hong Wu, planning and environmental 
management assistant at the Trinity River 
Authority of Texas.

For t Wor th 817.336.5773
Denton 940.383.4177

Dallas 214.461.9867
Sherman 903.870.1089

www.tnpinc.com

engineers
surveyors

landscape architects

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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the Court,” said Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality Chairman Bryan W. Shaw. “We believe that 
New Mexico is in essence withholding water that is due 
Texas under the Rio Grande Compact, and that the 

Compact must be 
upheld.”
     “We are grateful 
that the Supreme 
Court has taken this 
important action,” 
said Texas Water 
Development Board 
Chairman Carlos 
Rubinstein. “The 
Rio Grande is an 
important part of 
the water supply 
for Texas’ Border 
Regions, and this 
water should be 
available for use.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 | lawsuit

PITTSBURG
TANK & TOWER

MAINTENANCE CO., INC.

 SAVE!
We have a crew in

YOUR AREA!
 Inspections Repair New & Used Tanks
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 Dry Paint Erectors Underground
 ROV Insulation Dismantles Ground Storage
 (Robotic) API Mixing System

ROV inspections can be viewed on 
TV console during inspection & DVD 
provided. All inspections include 
bound reports, recommendations and 
cost estimates.

Hugh McGee
270-826-9000 Ext. 330

www.watertank.com
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Sustainable Infrastructure
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|  letter from the texas section chair  |

www.cpyi.com

PARTNERS FOR A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE

Austin • Corpus Christi • Dallas • Fort Worth • Houston  
McKinney • Round Rock •  San Antonio 

YOUR FUTURE IS OUR FOCUS.

graduate, and often graduate sooner than the average 
student. Also, scholarships can be a great way to grow 

who gave them generous financial help to meet their 
goals. So, whether they are soon-to-be engineers, 
scientists, attorneys, policymakers, customer service 
or management focused, the water industry can use 
them.
	 I learned firsthand how a scholarship can change 
a life. I was the appreciative recipient of the Holly A. 
Cornell Scholarship, awarded at AWWA’s ACE 
conference in 1995. Before attending the conference to 
accept the award, I didn’t know about AWWA. Not only 
did the scholarship allow me the chance to return to 
school and pursue my Master of Science degree, it also 
brought me to AWWA. At that first AWWA ACE 
conference, I made connections that led me 
professionally through the next 10-plus years of my 
life, ultimately bringing me to Texas and to where I am 
today. My appreciation for that scholarship and how 
it impacted my life continues to fuel my desire to give 
back to this industry.
	 Speaking of giving back, a new member benefit to 
promote professional development is in the works for 
TAWWA members. Development of TAWWA’s 
Mentoring Program, led by Chair Letty Arvide-Gomar, is 
underway and will provide members a way to connect 
to more experienced members within a particular 
career interest. Whether you’re new to the industry, 
new to an area, considering another sector of the 
industry or just want to expand your professional 
development, the Mentoring Program can be a 
welcome benefit. This program works both ways as the 
benefits in being a mentor is priceless. The saying 
“You get back much more than you give” definitely 
applies. For those more experienced professionals out 
there, to be able to set an example and help another is 
incredibly satisfying. It also feeds the cycle of giving 

same once they are able. The whole industry wins.
	 Look for more information on the Mentoring 
Program to come at the upcoming Texas Water 
Conference, April 14-17 at the Hilton Anatole in 
Dallas.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 | 
letter from the texas section chair
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TEXAS WATER 2014 GOLF TOURNAMENT SCHOLARSHIP

This year’s event will be held at Stevens Park Golf Course, 1005 N. Montclair Ave., Dallas, 75208 (214-670-7506). Stevens Park was 
recently named one of the Top 50 Municipal Golf Courses in the country by Golfweek Magazine after its redesign in 2011. Come enjoy 
the new layout that features 38 new bunkers, 900 new trees and 2,000 knockout rosebushes that make the course a golf oasis in the 
heart of Dallas. You will not be disappointed with the course, amenities or staff. A good time will be had by all.

MONDAY, APRIL 14 • STEVENS PARK GOLF COURSE • www.stevensparkgolf.com

Help raise funds for scholarships to assist students with families in the water and wastewater industry. 
All profits from the Texas Water Golf Tournament go toward the scholarship programs.

7 am check-in with breakfast. 8 am Shotgun Scramble with lunch and awards following. First 128 players. No on-site registration.

CHOOSE YOUR LEVEL
INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION
$135/person by 3/17/14; $150 after; No later than 3/24/14

TEAM REGISTRATION
$545/team by 3/17/14; $600 after; No later than 3/24/14

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
BRONZE PACKAGE: Team registration, firm logo on 
tournament signage, and 1 hole sponsorship (sign at tee box).

SILVER PACKAGE: Bronze Package PLUS sponsorship of 
tournament breakfast and lunch.

GOLD PACKAGE: Silver Package PLUS sponsorship of 
tournament awards (including closest to pin, long drive and 
hole-in-one).

TITLE SPONSOR: Gold Package PLUS golf ball sponsorship 
(includes a sleeve of golf balls with your company logo for every 
golfer)

INDIVIDUAL OR TEAM CAPTAIN

NAME:__________________________________________
Firm Name:______________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:____________________________________________
State:_________________________Zip:_______________
Daytime Phone:___________________________________
Email:___________________________________________

TEAM PLAYER NAMES

#2:_____________________________________________
#3:_____________________________________________
#4:_____________________________________________

PAYMENT METHOD:     Check Payable to “Texas Water 2014”       CHARGE MY:     AMEX     VISA     MasterCard     Discover
Card #: _______________________________________________________Expiration: ______________________________________
Cardholder Name: ______________________________________________Security Code: ___________________________________
Credit Card Billing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tournament Chairs:
Richard Wagner, 214-316-8252

Clint Bissett, 817-487-0526

THE EASIEST WAY TO REGISTER IS ONLINE!
www.txwater.org

     Or mail form with payment to:
        TW14 Golf Fundraiser for Scholarships
        P.O. Box 676
        Pflugerville, TX 78691
     Or fax to 512-251-8152

CALCULATE FEES

Bronze Package.......... $900 ...............
Silver Package............ $1,300 ............
Gold Package.............. $1,800 ............
Title Sponsor.............. $2,700 ............

Sponsorship Opportunities
     ___Hole (@ $400)............................
     ___Registration Table (@ $300).........
     ___Hole in One (@ $500)..................
     ___Longest Drive, Men (@ $300).......
     ___Longest Drive, Women (@ $300)..
     ___Beverage Cart (@ $500)..............
     ___Closest to the Pin (@ $300).........

NAME FOR SPONSORSHIP SIGN:
______________________________________________

Individual Registration......................

Team Registration.............................

Tournament Extra(s)
     ___Mulligans ($5/each; max 4/player)..
     ___Forward Tee ($20/team)..............
          to move to 150 yds. out from pin 
          on Par 5 #6 hole
     ___Raffle Tickets ($5/each)..............

  TOTAL (ADD COLUMN AT RIGHT)

$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________

$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________

$___________

$___________

$___________
$___________

$___________

$___________

ab
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Received on/
before 3/21/14

TEXAS WATER 2014 REGISTRATION
Early Registration Deadline: March 21, 2014

Payment Must Accompany this Form or Registration Cannot be Processed
REGISTER ONLINE: www.txwater.org. PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE

FIRST NAME_____________________________________LAST NAME______________________________________
COMPANY_______________________________________TITLE___________________________________________
NAME FOR BADGE________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________MEMBER #________________________ ❑ AWWA  ❑ WEF
CITY/STATE/ZIP___________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE_________________________________________FAX______________________________________________
EMAIL (REQUIRED FOR PROCESSING)__________________________________________________________________

  ❑  Full Registration - MEMBER             $295           $345        ______

  ❑  Full Registration - NON MEMBER             $450           $500        ______
       NON MEMBERS ONLY. Full registration at the non-member rate 
       includes a free one-year membership to either AWWA or WEF. With 
       full, non-member registration, please indicate which organization 
       you wish to join:  ❑ AWWA   ❑ WEF  (new members only - no renewals)
  ❑  Student (no meals)                $40             $50        ______

  ❑  Tuesday Only (breakfast and              $165            $195        ______
         conference lunch) - MEMBER
  ❑  Tuesday Only (breakfast and             $215           $245        ______
          conference lunch) - NON MEMBER
  ❑  Wednesday Only (includes Box Lunch)        $130           $160        ______
         - MEMBER
  ❑  Wednesday Only (includes Box Lunch)        $180           $210        ______
         - NON MEMBER
  ❑  Thursday Only - MEMBER               $80             $90        ______

  ❑  Thursday Only - NON MEMBER               $90           $100        ______

  ❑  Guest Program               $125           $135        ______
         Guest Name For Badge:________________________________

  ❑  Exhibit Hall Only (4/15, 4/16)               $55             $55        ______
         (Sorry: No one-day passes available)

  THURSDAY FACILITY TOURS           QUANTITY
       Select Tour:              _____   x   $30             $35        ______
            ❑  Tour 1: Dallas Water Utilities Southside Treatment Plant
            ❑  Tour 2: Dallas Bachman Water Treatment Plant

  EXTRA TICKET           QUANTITY
  ❑  * Conference Luncheon - TUES.   _____   x   $60             $65        ______

  ❑  * Awards Breakfast - WED.           _____   x   $35             $35        ______

  ❑  I plan to attend the Women of Water Lunch (Box lunch ticket required;   
       included in Full Registration or Wednesday Only. Or purchase ticket below.)

  ❑  I plan to participate in the Dodson Drive Fun Run 5K (Tues., April 15, 7 am)

  ❑  * Box Lunch - WED.                      _____   x   $30             $35        ______

  ❑  * TW14 Wednesday Night Event   _____   x   $65             $75        ______

  ❑  Gloyna Breakfast (Thursday)        _____   x   $35             $35        ______

  ❑  Donation “Water for People” - Optional                 ______

     TOTAL PAYMENT (add right column)               _____
  * 1 ticket to event included with Full Registration

THE EASIEST WAY TO REGISTER 
IS ONLINE: www.txwater.org

PAYMENT METHOD:
❑ Check Payable to Texas Water
Bill My:    ❑ AMEX      ❑ VISA      ❑ MasterCard      ❑ Discover

Card #_________________________________________
Expiration______________________________________
Cardholder Name________________________________
Signature______________________________________
Credit Card Billing Address_________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

(Put “Same” if same as above; necessary to process)

Security Code___________________________________
(Visa/MC/Discover: Last three digits in the signature panel on back of card; 
AMEX: Four-digit number on the right front above imprinted card number.)

For more information, contact:
Texas Water

512-251-8101
Fax: 512-251-8152
texwater@texas.net

Register online at www.txwater.org
or mail form with payment to:

Texas Water 2014 Registration
c/o GCP Association Services

PO Box 676
Pflugerville, TX 78691
or fax to 512-251-8152

No refunds will be granted after March 21, 2014. A $60 
cancellation fee will be assessed to all refund requests made 
prior to March 21, 2014. Substitutions allowed. Substitutions may 
incur a $25 processing fee. All refunds must be requested 
in writing. Fax refund requests to Texas Water at 512-251-8152.

I have special dietary needs:   ❑ Vegetarian
❑ Other_____________________________________________

Early registration deadline March 21, 2014.
After April 7, registration only available on-site.

Received 
after 3/21/14

April 14-17, 2014  •  Dallas, Texas
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 �| awwa update

Membership, Publication and Communications 
committees.

•	 Warner Palermo, director of technical services 
at Integrated Global Solutions in Puerto Rico. He 
has served for more than 10 years at the section 
board level and in many different leadership   

       positions.
•	 Lela Perkins, Rocky Mountain Section director 

from Colorado, who works as engineering 
manager at Black & Veatch. She has served as 
section chair, vice chair, trustee, Warner 
Scholarship chair and Communications 
Committee chair, among other positions.

•	 Steve Shoaf, North Carolina Section director, 
who is also director of the City of Asheville Water 
Resources Department. Shoaf has been a leader 
in the section for more than 20 years with a 
special focus on operator training.

	 Also elected were a director-at-large and a service 
provider director-at-large.
	 The director-at-large is Uma Vempati from the 
Minnesota Section, a principal engineer with Brown 
and Caldwell. At the section, he has served as 
secretary/treasurer, assistant section secretary and a 
member of various section committees.
	 The service provider director-at-large is Pete 
Samson from the Ontario Water Works Association. 
Samson is team leader and system integrator with 
Eramosa Engineering Inc. in Guelph, Ontario. At 
the section, he has served on many committees, 
including the Young Professionals Committee, the 
Website Ad-Hoc, and the Young Professionals 
Student Chapter Leadership Forum.

|  awwa update  |
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What’s Happening Across Texas

Want to share your event with the Texas water community? 
Contact Mike Howe, 512-238-9292 or mikehowe@tawwa.org. 

Check the Section’s website, www.tawwa.org, for the latest information on Section activities.

  DATE		     ACTIVITY		  TIME		          LOCATION		      INFORMATION

FEB 12	 Southeast Chapter	 8 am-1 pm	 Safari Texas Ranch                     http://weat.org/southeast/		
	 				   Richmond, Texas			           meeting-notices.html

FEB 28	 Developing a Consumer	 12:30-2 pm					     www.tawwa.org
	 Outreach Program Webinar

MARCH 3	 Inherently Safer	 1:30-3 pm					     www.tawwa.org
	 Technologies Webcast

MARCH 21	 Last Day for Early Bird Registration for Texas Water 2014SM			   www.txwater.org

APRIL 14-17	 Texas Water 2014SM				   Hilton Anatole Hotel		  www.txwater.org
							       Dallas

|  calendar |
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