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Open
Day

T

he next Open Day is to be
held, if the Lord will, at
the Society’s international
headquarters in London, on
Saturday 16th June 2012,
from noon until 5.00 p.m.
We anticipate a full afternoon
of displays, guided tours and
the latest on our translation
projects, including a talk by our
Amharic (Ethiopia) translator,
Haile Emiru. Opportunities
for fellowship will complete the day, as
we once again present the work of Bible
translation, publication and distribution.
Please mark your calendars and make
plans to join us if you can.

Noon to
5.00pm

16th June

2012

The 181st Annual General Meeting
The Business Meeting will be held, God willing,
at 11.00 a.m. on

Saturday, 22nd September 2012

at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London SE1 6SD
After the Business Meeting, at 2.00 p.m.

The Rev. Dafydd Morris
is expected to preach

Lunch will be served between the meetings
All are invited to attend
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From the Desk of the

General Secretary

T

o the Lord’s people, the Holy Scriptures
are very precious: they are the voice of
their Beloved, the Good Shepherd. In the
sovereign goodness of God, His people have
been brought to hear His voice, and now they
follow Him (John 10.27). They know that it is by
His Word and His Spirit that He communes with
them and has fellowship with them. As sinners
saved by His grace, they pray that as they
diligently read His Word they may (like Mary
of Bethany in Luke 10.39) be pupils at the feet
of their Master, and ‘grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ’
(2 Peter 3.18), and—by the sanctifying work
of God the Holy Spirit—have their lives more
and more conformed to His divine will. The rich
fare of the Word of God is food for their souls; its
promises and precepts are ‘the green pastures’
in which they are made to lie down, and the ‘still
waters’ beside which they are led (Psalm 23).
It may be that even after many years of
pilgrimage through this world they have to
acknowledge that they are but poor pupils and
only understand a very little of the boundless
fullness contained in the Word of God. Yet
like children they have put their trust and
confidence in the One whom they love, fear
and desire to follow, and cast themselves afresh
for time and eternity upon His mercy and grace
day by day. Truly, the Lord’s people are a poor
and needy people; their dependence is wholly
upon Another!
The Lord’s people also rejoice in the knowledge

that the Almighty, their Triune God, is Lord over
all. He is not only the Divine Creator of all things,
but He has absolutely perfect comprehension
of all that is taking place, has taken place,
and will take place, throughout the world
and—indeed—throughout the whole of the
universe. Everything continues according to
His infinite wisdom and purpose. He is still the
Sovereign Lord of heaven and earth. Nothing
is happening among the billions of stars in the
sky, or among the nations of the world, or in
their own countries, or in the particular villages,
towns and cities in which they live, or in the
churches and assemblies in which they gather
for worship, or in their homes or, indeed, in their
own individual lives, over which He has not
perfect knowledge, understanding and control.
There is not anything, and there is no individual,
about which and of whom He has not a perfect
and complete comprehension. Indeed, so great
is His knowledge that there is not a thought in
anyone’s mind, an action of anyone’s body, a
desire in anyone’s heart, which is not intimately
known by the Lord. The very number of hairs on
each of our heads is known by the Almighty, as
is the number of blades of grass in any field, and
the number of grains of sand on any stretch of
the shore of the sea! Truly, His knowledge is past
finding out!
Not only is the Lord’s infinite knowledge a
comfort to His people, they are also consoled
by the awareness that—notwithstanding
there being so much that distresses, perplexes
and concerns them—all is wholly and perfectly
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under the control of the Most High, who rules
and reigns throughout the world in His infinite
wisdom and power. Their confidence is in the
God of the Bible, who has revealed in His Holy
Word that He is the Sovereign Lord over all,
having all power in heaven and earth, and who
has clearly stated that nothing whatsoever can
take place in any part of His creation without
His very specific knowledge and permission. As
their God is the Divine Creator, from whom all
have their being and in whom all men live and
move (see Acts 17.28), so He is also the Divine
Lawgiver. All has been made for His glory. As
Lord of His creation, all authority is His. ‘Thou
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour
and power: for thou hast created all things,
and for thy pleasure they are and were created’
(Revelation 4.11).
Just prior to His ascension to His throne in
Glory at the right hand of the Father, the
Lord Jesus Christ, the second person of the
Trinity, having (in His great goodness) once
for all accomplished salvation for His church,
stated unequivocally, ‘All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth’ (Matthew 28.18).
Furthermore, the Word of God abounds
with the commands of the Lord calling the
attention and the obedience of the whole of
His creation to the precepts and laws contained
in His Holy Word.
The Bible is thus a book of divine authority. It is
written by the Creator God for the good of His
creation. It is written for men and women, for
the young and for the elderly, in every society
throughout every nation of the world. Its
application is co-extensive with humanity and
covers all of man’s relationships to one another,
as well as man’s relationship to God; it is the
volume of divine law for all rulers, governments
and subjects, the divine rule of faith and
practice for all churches and assemblies, the
divine manual for all husbands, wives and
children, and the divine textbook for the
instruction and education of all children.
Rightly, the Lord’s people mourn and grieve
at the spirit of anarchy that is so prevalent in
every part of society in our day. Whether it is in
the government, the judiciary, the education
system, the media, the church and the family,

or in whatever other institution it may be,
they are filled with sorrow at the gross spirit of
ungodliness that is so terribly prevalent. How
true, in such a time as this, is the cry of the
Psalmist, ‘It is time for thee, LORD, to work: for
they have made void thy law’ (Psalm 119.126).
Rulers and governments—the ministers of
God (see Romans 13.4)—instead of fulfilling
their God-ordained role of interpreting the
law of God under the auspices of the King of
kings and the Lord of lords, seem to be far
more concerned (using the United Kingdom
as an example) with enacting as much evil and
God-dishonouring legislation as they can to
remove what vestiges of the divine law are left
in the land, and to replace it with that which
will (unless the Lord is pleased to intervene
in great mercy) result in greater judgments
being poured out upon the land. Today, sadly,
the Bible is no longer seen as the basis of all
legislation. In addition, judges, magistrates and
others involved in the legislative process appear
to be intent on interpreting laws in such a way
that they discriminate against Christians, and
in favour of sodomites, whose vile wickedness
is so often described as no more than an
‘alternative lifestyle’, and in favour of those
who subtly (and not so subtly) promote the
introduction of Islamic sharia law based on
the Qur’an. Today, sadly, the Bible is no longer
accepted as the basis of equity and truth.
Moreover, most universities, colleges and
schools are not institutions where the reading
of the Word of God precedes instruction or
where prayer is made to the God of heaven
for His blessing upon the instruction being
imparted. Unhappily, many of our educational
organisations are today nothing more than
schools of practical atheism, at which so many
of the nations’ youth are taught to rebel against
their parents, the well-established norms of
society in general and true Biblical Christianity
in particular. Today, sadly, the Bible is no longer
regarded as the source of true wisdom and true
knowledge.
Printing, that wonderful development which
was so greatly used of God for the distribution
of printed editions of the Bible in the 16th
century and the centuries following, is now to
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a very great extent used for the publication of
material that is wholly repugnant to the truths
of the Word of God. The television and each
of the other forms of mass media that are so
prevalent today are also to a very great extent
used to promote that which is evil: little is used
for the advance of the apostolic directive of
the Apostle Paul, ‘Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if there
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think
on these things’ (Philippians 4.8). Today, sadly,
the Bible has been replaced in so many areas of
society by corrupt communications.
The church is likewise a divine institution, ‘the
pillar and ground of the truth’ (1 Timothy 3.15),
of which the Lord Jesus Christ is the all-glorious
Head and King. And yet, how little concern
there appears to be among many of those
who profess to be office-bearers and members
of ‘the church of the Living God’ (1 Timothy
3.15) that the body of Christ be truly governed
and regulated, not by the will of man or the
traditions of the past, but by the expressed
Word of its Master and Lord. Solemnly, many
such bodies could better be described as
‘synagogues of Satan’ (Revelation 2.9), so
exceedingly great is their dreadful departure
from the Truth of God. Today, sadly, in many
churches the Bible is no longer the sole voice
of undisputed authority, but has given way
to pragmatism and the egocentricity of its
members and leaders.
When the Lord brought Eve to Adam in the
Garden of Eden, the first family unit was
instituted. Today, little value is placed upon
the wonderful institution of the family or even
upon the bond of marriage, the Scriptural
union of one man to one woman. In too
many cases, young women with husbands
or ’partners‘ appear to be more concerned
with the advance of their professional careers
than they are with fulfilling the God-ordained
role as a wife and mother. Men, for the most
part lacking in Biblical leadership, are also
to be blamed for the godlessness of many
homes: homes where there is no family altar,

no reading of the Word of God and no coming
before the Most High to implore His favour
and blessing upon parents and children. Many
of the Lord’s people also have to grieve over
their own families and the way their children
have departed from the way in which they
were brought up. Today, sadly, the central place
the Bible should have in the home is largely
replaced by the television and other sources of
worldly entertainments.
Whilst recognising that very many believers
in our supporting base will be seeking to live
out every part of their lives according to the
principles of God’s Word, the question must be
asked: what is the answer to the lamentable
and solemn state of affairs described above? It
is—and can only be—the blessing of Almighty
God once again upon His own Word as it is
translated, published, distributed, read and
preached among the peoples of the nations of
the world!
As we look around us today, the situation
may appear very discouraging. And it would
be so if we were to leave out of our thinking
God and the glorious revelation that He
has given of Himself in His Word! We have
every reason to look up and forward with
confidence. The Almighty, the Lord of Hosts, is
God, reigning supremely over all. Everything
is subject unto Him! Therefore, in all the many
difficult and perplexing situations in which
the Lord’s people find themselves, they are to
confide in the wonderful truths relating to the
glory of their Lord declared throughout the
Holy Scriptures. In Psalm 46.1, the Psalmist,
speaking in the name of the people of God,
states, ‘God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble’. Later in the same
Psalm, the Lord exhorts His people, ‘Be still, and
know that I am God: I will be exalted among
the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth’; to
which words of confidence and comfort, we
are instructed to respond, ‘The LORD of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge’ (Psalm
46.10,11).
We, therefore, urge all our members and
friends to join with us, prayerfully and
practically, beseeching the King of Zion at the
Throne of Grace that it may please Him to bless
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the ministry of the Trinitarian Bible Society
abundantly, as it continues to undertake, in
humble dependence upon the Lord, its work
of providing faithful and reliable copies of
the Holy Scriptures for circulation among our
fellow sinners throughout the world. May
these copies of the precious Holy Scriptures
be greatly blessed of God to the salvation of

many, the advance of the Kingdom of Christ,
the blessing of the nations of the world and
the greater glory of our God.
‘All the ends of the world shall remember
and turn unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of
the nations shall worship before thee. For the
kingdom is the Lord’s: and he is the governor
among the nations’ (Psalm 22.27-28).

Following the recent departure of Andrew Clarke, formerly the Society’s Sales,
Development & Grants Manager, we would like to inform our supporters and
friends that all matters relating to the Society’s Diamond Jubilee Bible project and
other broader sales initiatives should be addressed to the Society’s Operations
Director, Mr David Larlham.

TBS Telephone Numbers
Several months ago we found
it necessary to replace our
old, worn telephones with
a new telephone system.
This change has produced
several benefits, including
providing departments and
staff members with direct dial numbers.
Therefore, along with calling through
our normal number (020) 8543-7857,
you may dial direct to the following
departments or staff members. Please
preface the numbers below with 020 in
the UK, and with international dialling
codes and 44-20 from outside the UK.

Sales and Grants
Warehouse

8417-8860/8862/8863
8417-8868/8869

Staff Members:
Debra Anderson
David Broome
Ian Docksey
John Edwards
Deborah Field
James Galbraith
Gary Hayes
Philip Hopkins
Peter Hughes
David Larlham
Louise Lynch
Anne Newman
David Orpen
Katherine Pulman
Michael Wade
Mark Wilson

Departments:
Editorial
8417-8874
8417-8879
Facilities
Finance and Supporters
8417-8854
8417-8857
Operations
Resources
8417-8854
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8417-8874
8417-8851
8417-8879
8417-8877
8417-8872
8417-8860
8417-8869
8417-8873
8417-8861
8417-8857/8864
8417-8863
8417-8862
8417-8852
8417-8871
8417-8853
8417-8854
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Noah’
s
Altar of

Thanksgiving
By the Rev. G. Hamstra
a Vice-President of the Society

And Noah builded
an altar unto the
LORD

renewed token of God’s goodness. For the
first time in twelve months they put their
feet on the soft green grass. They noticed
the birds enjoying new liberty and
building their nests. The other animals
likewise found or made their new homes.
For Noah and his descendants there was
so much to discover and to do. Just think
of the immediate need of building homes
for their families. Gardens and vineyards
needed to be cultivated. Many of the
animals required human care. Noah,
as the head of a new humanity, and his
sons as his assistants, had a challenging
mission to fulfill.

Genesis 8.20

I

t was a most remarkable day for
Noah and his family when at God’s
command they left the ark. During
the most awesome and destructive
catastrophe in the history of mankind,
the ark had served as their gracious and
protective abode. Leaving this home of
mercy, they entered an empty world,
laid bare by the judgments of the Lord.
As they looked around at a rapidly
rejuvenating earth, they observed many a

Noah’s chief concern, however, was
not the advancement of his family’s
immediate needs. The very first task the
godly man undertook was the erection
of an altar to the Lord. How appropriate
7
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mercy afforded to him and to his family.
In distinction from all who vanished in
the waves of God’s displeasure, Noah
and his family had been rescued by the
Lord. They could not claim their own
attainments as the reason for this special
deliverance. That they were spared was
only because Noah had found grace in
the sight of God. Who had ever greater
occasion to render thanksgiving to the
Lord than Noah?

was this beginning! The Lord is so worthy
to receive the first and highest place in
our affections. We owe our deepest praise
and gratitude to the Lord, especially in
the light of His priceless mercies and
bountiful provisions.
At the sacred altar Noah bent the knee in
worship and adoration. Here he offered
the sacrifice of thanksgiving for the
deliverance from the storms of God’s
judgments, and for the refuge in the
ark. At the same altar Noah came before
the Lord in prayer and supplication.
He petitioned the Most High for His
blessings on his family’s future on the
renewed earth. Moreover, the offering
was also an expression of faith and
confidence in the Lord’s providing care.

In building an altar to the Lord (the
first altar mentioned in the Bible),
Noah was motivated by the deepest
religious principles. Noah possessed a
precious treasure: he enjoyed a living
relationship with the Lord. Like his
ancestor Enoch, Noah walked with
God; like his descendant Abraham, the
Lord was Noah’s Shield and exceeding
great Reward. That genuine bond of
grace and fellowship was the secret of
Noah’s approach to God. The erection
of this altar was therefore much more
than a mere formal acknowledgement
of the Lord’s goodness. The Lord meant
everything to Noah. Resembling the
psalmist, Noah could say, ‘Whom have
I in heaven but thee? and there is none

Before the flood, Noah, as the preacher
of righteousness, exemplified unwavering
obedience to his divine calling. Now,
at the altar, where he and his family
rendered praise and gratitude to the Lord,
Noah presented an example of genuine
thanksgiving.
Noah was deeply aware of the faithfulness
of God, so wondrously displayed in the

Mount Ararat
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upon earth that I desire beside thee’
(Psalm 73.25). Noah could not forget the
exceeding great riches of God’s grace and
care. He could not do otherwise than
to come to the Lord with wholehearted
thanksgiving.

foot of the Cross.
Noah, as a man of God, was certainly
aware of the necessity of present and
future mercies. Sin had not died in the
flood; Noah and the members of his
family were still sinful human beings. The
need of pardoning love and sanctifying
grace is ever present and may never be
neglected.

Noah’s offering was a burnt offering, a
whole burnt offering. That meant Noah
had even more in mind than bringing
an extensive offering of thanksgiving. In
this offering Noah devoted himself, the
members of his family, and the entire new
world to the service of the Lord.

Noah’s offering was extensive. He
sacrificed one out of every seven clean
animals and birds. This was a clear
evidence of Noah’s confidence in the
Lord’s provisions for the unknown
future. Noah brought the offering of
thanksgiving for the great deliverance.
He gratefully dedicated the new earth to
the Lord. He also entrusted himself and
the future of the human race in childlike
confidence to his heavenly Benefactor.

The offering was a harmonious blending
of thanksgiving and prayer. True
thanksgiving is ever rooted in a hearty
acknowledgement that every blessing is
undeserved and a fruit of God’s mercy.
Since the fall, man’s need of reconciliation
has always been implied in every
thanksgiving-offering. The one who
offers the sacrifice is guilty in the sight
of God. Apart from reconciliation, he
has no access to the throne of God. His
longing plea at the altar is for the favour
of the Lord. His heart’s desire is for divine
compassion and pardon, and that pardon
can never be imparted to him without
reconciliation to the great God to whom
he brings the gifts of gratitude.

Today, those who fear the Lord do
likewise thank the Lord for His manifold
mercies, especially for the gracious
deliverance in Christ, the Ark of our
safety. They entrust themselves wholly
to God’s reconciling mercies. Thus they
may have a holy confidence in the Lord’s
providing care for the unknown future.

Noah’s sacrifice, like all those of the
Old Testament, pointed forward to
Christ, whose coming was a sacred
necessity. God’s justice demanded
satisfaction. Without Christ’s sacrifice,
no offering of thanksgiving will ever be
accepted. Christ’s altar was the altar of
reconciliation, His sacrifice, the sacrifice
of pardon. Have you already taken your
place at that altar? Without knowing Him
as the reconciliation for your sins, you
cannot have true gratitude. The altar of
thanksgiving can only be erected at the
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Editorial Report
by Philip J. D. Hopkins
Editorial Director

Introduction

T

he revision of the Delitzsch Hebrew
New Testament is one of the Society’s
more major undertakings at the
present time. As work on the revised Gospel
according to John was nearing conclusion
in February, a number of matters made it
necessary for the General Secretary and
me to visit Israel to oversee the finalising
of the text and to make preparations for
its printing, publication and distribution.
Thus on Monday 6 February, I left my
‘snow-dressed’ home in the weald of Kent
and headed for London Luton airport to
catch the
11.10 a.m.
easyJet
flight to Tel
Aviv. I was
thankful
that,
despite
the subzero
Snowy Kent countryside temperatures and
the snow-covered
landscape, I had an excellent journey and
arrived in good time to check in and meet
up with the Society’s General Secretary,
and with the Rev. John Goldby of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, who led
the revision work in Israel until returning
to the UK in early 2011, and who has an
ongoing interest in the project.
By the time we arrived in Israel darkness
had fallen, but it was nevertheless possible
to obtain a flavour of the country on the

thirtyChristchurch Guesthouse
mile journey from the
airport to Jerusalem,
where we stayed for the duration of our
visit. The road to Jerusalem took us by the
Valley of Ajalon, bringing to remembrance
‘the day when the LORD delivered up the
Amorites before the children of Israel, and
[Joshua] said in the sight of Israel, Sun,
stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou,
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon’ (Joshua
10.12). Signposts to Ashdod and Ashkelon
sparked thoughts of the Philistines,
who were such a thorn in the side of the
children of Israel, and a further signpost
to Bethshemesh called to mind the return
of the ark recorded in 1 Samuel 6. Soon
the low country was left behind, and we
commenced the long ascent to Jerusalem,
passing Kirjathjearim to the left on our
way. At around 8.00 p.m., we arrived in
the old city of Jerusalem and disembarked
at Christchurch Guesthouse, where
we received excellent and inexpensive
hospitality for the duration of our stay.

First meetings with the
Revision Team
The first evening gave opportunity for the
first time for me to meet in person with
10
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a Hebrew-English diglot and a HebrewRussian diglot—in order to ensure the
widest possible usefulness and circulation
among the Christian and Messianic Jewish
communities in Israel. The format that each
of these editions would take was agreed,
and a suitable Hebrew font purchased. It
was noted further that the
Gospel according to John will
need to be distributed free
of charge if it is to be widely
circulated, in part because
it is promoting the revision
work that we are doing, and
in part because this is the
accepted norm in Israel.

the members of the revision team resident
in Israel, as for the last eighteen months
contact had been at a distance via email,
Skype and telephone. On Tuesday, we
spent the whole day discussing the many
and varied aspects of the project with
the team. Items on the agenda included
a review of the latest status
of the revision of John and
Matthew, the situation
concerning the sourcing
of a suitable Hebrew font,
and a detailed discussion
on what we should publish
and how best we could
publicise and explain our
revision work. Initial plans
for the typesetting and
printing of the work on John
were developed and consideration was
given as to what we should publish in the
future. The outline content for the preface
for the Gospel according to John was also
prepared.
Another important aspect of our meeting
was to review the nature of revision
being carried out and the methodology
employed. Such reviews are crucial for
ensuring that the parameters of the project
are still being adhered to, and if departures
become apparent then corrective action
can be taken. Methodology is also
important, as teams sometimes develop
inefficient ways of working, and it often
takes someone from outside the team to
spot such inefficiencies and to provide help
to establish efficient working practices. On
this visit it was gratifying to find that the
team had continued to work within agreed
parameters and were carrying out the work
in a streamlined manner.
Among the conclusions and outcomes
reached on the first day of meetings was
that the Gospel according to John in
Hebrew will be published in three forms,
God willing—a single language edition,

Further meetings
One area where those working
on translation projects often require
support from Head Office staff is in
the realm of typesetting and printing.
Linguists and missionaries tend not to
be experienced in this area, and we at
Tyndale House are happy to impart

Part of the Jerusalem city wall

our knowledge and
experience, and to support as much as
we can. Therefore, a considerable portion
of our visit focused on the typesetting,
printing and publication of the revised
Hebrew John. On Wednesday morning we
made an early start in order to be present
at a 9.00 a.m. meeting in Rishon leTsion
11
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effective. For the Hebrew John, the plan
is to print around 3,000 to 5,000 copies
and quotations for these two quantities
were requested, together with the same
quantity for each of the Hebrew-English
and Hebrew-Russian diglot publications.
From the printers, we made our way by car
to Mevasseret, a town close to Jerusalem,
and the venue of our next meeting.
Although the weather was fine, there was
no time (sadly) to stop and admire the
scenery, although we did note the almond
trees in blossom in the Ajalon Valley and
the wonderful Judean Hills as we travelled
to meet with Mr. Syvanto of the Finnish
Bible Institute.
Mr. Syvanto has been living and working in
Israel for much of the past sixty years, and
it was a privilege to meet with him, and
to hear about his long-time commitment
to the publication and distribution of
Christian
literature within
Israel. We were able
to update him as
to progress on the
project and were
gratified to hear
for ourselves his
pledge to continue
supporting the
revision work on
a shared basis
with the Society.
We very much
appreciated the hospitality received.
The views from Mevasseret across the
valleys and hills, and the sight of the high
hills round about Jerusalem as we returned
to the old city of Jerusalem brought to
mind the lovely words of Psalm 125.2.1 In
the evening, we were able to join in public
worship with a small, local congregation.
Although Russian Jews made up nearly
half of those attending, there were about
nine different nationalities present,
reflecting the diverse mix of nationalities to

A hill near Jerusalem

with the director of a Christian publishing
house and his typesetter. The meeting
focused on the layout desired for the three
different forms in which the revised Gospel
is due to be published. As a general point,
the Society is anxious to ensure that the
quality of the layout of its other language
Scriptures matches that in our own settings
of the Authorised (King James) Version;
thus much care and
attention is needed
to ensure a pleasing
outcome, particularly
for diglot publications.
The digitising of the
Society’s Ginsberg
Hebrew Old Testament
was also touched upon,
and it is a goal, should
funds become available,
to make the Hebrew Old
The Western Wall
Testament and Greek
New Testament available for download on
our website and also for other media, such
as ebook readers, in order to reach a wider
audience with the Biblical texts underlying
all our Scripture publications.
From the Christian publishing house in
Rishon leTsion, we proceeded to a printing
works in Tel Aviv, and after a short tour
of the works, discussed the page size
and the optimum number of pages in
order to make the printing most cost12
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be found living in Israel today.

Scripture distribution
opportunities
Thursday was another day packed with
meetings, the first commencing at 8.30
a.m. This was followed at 10.00 a.m.
by a meeting with a local missionary
pastor, who told us about the increasing
opportunities open to him for the
distribution of Bibles in Israel, particularly
to African refugees among whom he was
regularly distributing aid and Scriptures
in Tel Aviv. These refugees come from
countries like Sudan, Eritrea and the Ivory
Coast, and some are hungry, not just for
physical food, but also for the Word of God.
Opportunities also exist among the large
numbers of migrant workers from places as
far afield as Nepal, and also from Spanishspeaking countries. There is thus a call
for Scriptures in English, Hebrew, Arabic,
Spanish, and Nepali.
Before lunch we visited another printing
works, this time in Jerusalem, and we were
pleased to see a very modern operation in
which considerable investment had been
made, with some of the latest equipment
in the field of digital printing being used.
However, this printer undertakes a lot of
printing for Jewish religious organisations
and it may not prove possible for them to
print our revised Gospel.
It is best practice for the Society to
obtain quotations for the printing of its
publications from three different printers,
and we were able to source information
concerning a third suitable printer from
our after-lunch session with a Palestinian
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Christian, who
has been a
customer and
grantee of the
Society for
many years.
He was also
able to speak
about his
distribution
work, part
of which is
undertaken
with Mr.
Syvanto, and to
A modern Israeli home
inform us concerning
online Bible correspondence courses which
he runs in Arabic. We were encouraged
to hear that correspondents came from
a variety of Arabic-speaking countries,
including some that are virtually closed to
the Gospel, and were very encouraged that
the faithful Van Dyck version of the Arabic
Scriptures published by the Society is used
right across their ministry.

Brief tour of Jerusalem
After a further brief meeting which
concluded at about 4.00 p.m., we were
able to spend a short while looking around
the old city of Jerusalem. We viewed the
possible site of the death and burial of the
Lord Jesus Christ in east Jerusalem with
great interest and then, as dusk fell, we
walked through the magnificent Damascus
Gate into the Arab market and onwards
into west Jerusalem to view the Western,
Looking over Jerusalem rooftops
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Friday, our final day in this remarkable
city, gave us a final session in the morning
with the revision team, looking at a few
remaining aspects of the project. Working
intensively together we were able to finalise
all (bar one verse) of the revised text of John
by reaching agreement on some specific
difficulties. In addition, we discussed the
planned timings for this project with the
expressed aim of concluding the revision
of the whole New Testament in five years’
time, i.e., by February 2017, if the Lord will.
In the afternoon, we returned to Tel Aviv
airport and flew back to London Luton.

6th century Byzantine Street

or Wailing, Wall. This is located at the foot
of the western side of the Temple Mount,
and is a remnant of the ancient wall that
surrounded the Temple courtyard. It is
believed that half of the
visible section of the
wall (and the portion
below street level) was
constructed by Herod
the Great around 19
BC in his expansion of
the Second Temple.
Coming away from
the Western Wall, we
were able to look
beyond it towards
the Temple Mount
above, and to the
Dome of the Rock
and the Al Aqsa
The Temple Mount and
mosque. The final stop the Dome of the Rock
on our rapid tour was
to look at some of the excavations made in
the city of Jerusalem, which are uncovering
lower layers of the city. At one point, part
of a Byzantine street dating from the 6th
century AD has been revealed; close to
this a small section of wall dating back to
the 7-8th century BC (covering the time of
Hezekiah) has been uncovered, together
with a later section of wall believed to date
from the 1st century BC.

Conclusion
Even in these days of modern technology,
when excellent programmes like Skype
facilitate video communications across
the world, there is still nothing
that can better face-to-face
meetings. Being able to
meet people with whom
one has worked at a distance
strengthens relationships and
makes for more productive
future working relationships. This
is especially so in the Society’s
work since all such meetings are
opened and closed with prayer.
In addition, matters that may
be awkward to deal with at a
distance, or even not apparent,
can be discussed and dealt with far
more easily in person. Much was
accomplished with the revision team being
all together in one place, and the visits to
the two printing works and the meetings
with various key contacts have opened up
new and useful avenues that we trust will
be beneficial for the project as a whole,
and for the Society’s work in Israel.
Endnotes
1. ‘As the mountains are round about Jerusalem,
so the Lord is round about his people from
henceforth even for ever.’
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The Treasury
From the Resources Director

A

s we come to write again, another three months of our short unworthy lives have
passed away into eternity forever. At the time of writing we are finalising the
UK’s accounts for 2011 and it is with much gratitude that we acknowledge the
Lord’s great goodness in supplying our needs through another year. The UK provisional
figure result for 2011 is a deficit of £96,000, just half of the deficit in 2010, which is most
encouraging. We are now working with our accountants to consolidate the worldwide
accounts for the Society.
However, whilst the Society’s financial position is important, there is something that is
infinitely more important: the Holy Scriptures themselves, which the Society exists to
‘publish and distribute…throughout the world in many languages’. I have been very struck
recently with Psalm 138.2, ‘thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name’. How great
must the Word of God be, if it is exalted above all the glorious names that Christ bears! Our
General Secretary made a similar point at a recent Society meeting—every word in the
Scriptures is Christ directly speaking to man, to us personally—indeed, as the first verse of
the Gospel according to John declares: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God’ (John 1.1).
How vital, then, that this precious Word, variously described as seed (Matthew 13.18-30), a
fire and a hammer (Jeremiah 23.29), a sword (Ephesians 6.17), rain and dew (Deuteronomy
32.2), amongst other things, be distributed far and wide to fallen mankind that he may
hear the word of the Lord, who has promised that ‘it shall not return unto me void’ (Isaiah
55.11). Indeed, how great the need is in the United Kingdom, particularly amongst the
young, many of whom in this generation have not even heard the name of Christ other
than by way of blasphemy. Doubtless those of you living in countries outside of the United
Kingdom will have a similar concern to see the Word of God more widely distributed in
your own nation, and throughout the world.
I am writing this article on the 60th anniversary (6th February 2012) of the accession of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II to the throne. We are deeply thankful that the Lord has
spared Her Majesty for so many years and pray that she may be spared for years to come.
Furthermore, as you may already know, the Society has published a special edition of
our Ruby Bible to celebrate this significant event and we are keen to get this Bible to as
many schoolchildren as possible, but also to prisoners and others where the Lord might
provide opportunities. Whilst some churches and individuals will no doubt be able to fund
the distribution of this Bible in their local areas, others will not be in a position to do so. A
lack of funding for local distribution may be particularly the case in some commonwealth
countries, where the Queen is Head of State. The Society is keen to be able to grant Jubilee
15
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Bibles to those who have the practical means and the openings to distribute them, but
not the funding to pay for them. By way of example, each thousand Jubilee Bibles that the
Society might grant would cost us around £2,250 just on production costs, before postage
and overheads are taken into account.
As you know, the Society does not, as a matter of policy, carry out fundraising, believing
that all our supply is from the Lord through the instrumentality of our generous supporters.
As the Apostle Paul proved when he left Macedonia, those that were instrumental in
supplying his material needs were relatively few, but loyal and generous (Philippians
4.15), and this is how the Society finds it financially—we are deeply thankful to you all. We
believe that the Jubilee Project is worthy of being brought before all our readers for their
prayerful and practical support. The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, following on as it does in
the year after the 400th anniversary of the Authorised (King James) Version, presents a
special opportunity for the distribution of the English Scriptures to many who might not
otherwise receive it.
Therefore, our plea echoes the sentiment of that call received by Paul two thousand years
ago before he began his outbound journey: ‘Come over into Macedonia, and help us’ (Acts
16.9). The need is vast and sadly the Society’s limited UK grants budget does not stretch
to the supply of tens of thousands of Jubilee Bibles by way of grant, at least not without
decimating our overseas grants programme or cutting back on translation projects, neither
of which is desirable or feasible.
We remain deeply thankful to all our members, supporters and friends for their partnership
with us in this work, practically, financially and in prayer. We gratefully acknowledge receipt of
anonymous gifts totalling £13,631.38 for the period October to December 2011 (Matthew 6.4).

N

ow ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning
of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia,
no church communicated with me as concerning giving
and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye
sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I
desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your
account.
Philippians 4.15-17

The ruins of ancient Philippi
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Geography

by C. P. Hallihan
Nairobi is at the southern end of the
Aberdare Range, east of the rift; east of
the Aberdare Range is Mount Kenya, the
country’s highest mountain.1 West of the
highlands, grasslands extend to Lake
Victoria (the second largest freshwater lake
in the world2). The climate is varied: tropical
along the coast, temperate inland, arid in
the north and northeast, with a great deal
of sunshine all the
year round.
Kenya has huge
and varied areas of
wildlife habitat; in
the Masai Mara, blue
wildebeest and other
similarly graceful
horned

K

enya, with an estimated
population (2011) of more
than forty-one million and a
land area of 571,416 sq. km. (220,625 sq.
mi.), straddles the Equator on the eastern
coast of Africa: the port city of Kisumu,
on the Kavirondo Gulf of Lake Victoria, is
almost exactly on the Equator, and Nairobi,
the capital city, is just south of it. Kenya’s
adjacent western neighbours are Uganda
and Tanzania; continuing anticlockwise
the eastern neighbour is Somalia, then
Ethiopia and Sudan to the north.
Plains stretch from the coast, northward
along the Somali border and westward
(the Nyika Plain) toward the Kenya
Highlands. The highland area is divided
north to south along the Great Rift Valley.

Small farm, Highlands, Kenya
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Rich variety of wildlife; elephants, wildebeest and
zebra roam the great savannah.
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the more populated regions, and
a highway links Nairobi with Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. Mombasa is the
principal port and Nairobi’s airport
is one of the most important in East
Africa. Tourism as a source of foreign
exchange is encouraged by the
government.
Major diseases in the country include
malaria, dysentery and trachoma.
Sexually transmitted diseases are
common, with HIV/AIDS nearly
epidemic. Self-help welfare activities
are encouraged, owing to a shortage
of skilled medical help in much of the
country.

Historical
Outline

animals3 effect a large-scale (we’re talking
of millions of beasts) annual migration.
The ‘African big five’ can be found in Kenya:
the lion, leopard, buffalo, rhinoceros
and elephant. Large areas now serve as
game reserves, notably the Nairobi and
Tsavo National Parks.4 Regrettably, ivory
poaching is a continuing threat, especially
along the border with Somalia.
Many ‘ordinary’ Kenyans today are still
involved with some form of agriculture,
living and working on communally-owned
land. Although this is a prime earner,
farming is largely restricted to the highrainfall areas of the highlands, central
Rift Valley and around Lake Victoria, with
coffee and tea the main cash crops. Staples
include corn, potatoes, pulses, millet and
bananas. The only natural source of fuel is
wood from very limited forests.
Major industrial activities deal with
cement production and petroleum
processing refineries at Mombasa. In 1981
a geothermal station came online to help
supplement hydroelectricity from the
Tana River. Road connections are good in

Early Settlement

From the Biblical region of Cush
(approximating to modern Sudan and
Ethiopia, and the Horn of Africa) it is
believed that people moved into the area
now known as Kenya in Abrahamic times.
Later, around 500 BC, Nilotic-speaking5
pastoralists began to arrive from presentday southern Sudan into Kenya. By the
1st century AD Arab traders appeared
along the Kenya coast. Its proximity to the
Arabian Peninsula and Persian Gulf almost
begged colonisation, so that Arab and
Persian settlements were plentiful along
the coast by the 8th century. During the
first millennium AD Bantu peoples also
moved into the region from further west,
bringing new developments in agriculture
and iron working to this previously pastoral
region.
Bantu now comprise three-quarters of
Kenya’s population. For African mission,
evangelism and Bible translation, the
Bantu languages, originating in the general
Nigeria and Cameroon area of West Africa,
18
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was to turn it into an enduring staging
point for journeys across the Indian Ocean.
Although Zanzibar and Dar Es Salaam,
south of Kenya, were the most important
ports for this, the Kenya/India connection
also existed. When the British were able
to lease part of the Kenyan coast from the
Sultan of Zanzibar in 1887, work began on
a railroad from Mombasa to Lake Victoria,
with significant use of Indian labour.
Their descendants remained in Kenya,
forming the core of several distinct Indian
communities, including Muslim and Sikh.6
The colonial history of Kenya derives from
the Berlin Conference of 1885, where the
European powers divided East Africa into
‘spheres of influence’. To avoid tripping over
each other in this region, Germany and

are hugely important. They are among
the most widely-spoken languages in
Africa, and include Shona and Zulu. The
Bantu language with the greatest number
of speakers (eighty million across eight
countries) is Swahili, a meld of Bantu and
Arabic which has yielded a trading and
cross-cultural lingua franca. Swahili is the
first official language of modern Kenya,
alongside English.

Europeans and Colonialism
In the centuries preceding European
colonisation, the Swahili coast of Kenya
was part of the East African maritime
and shipbuilding region, which traded
with the Arab world and India for ivory
and slaves. Arab/Persian influence on
the Kenyan coast was eclipsed in 1498
by the arrival of the Portuguese. Their
courageous mastery of the complications
of navigating the West African coast to
round the Cape into the Indian Ocean
left the other European seafaring
nations trailing far behind. Portugal’s
influence was to be diminished in turn
by the Islamic dominion of the Imam of
Oman in the 1600s; however, the lasting
legacy of Portugal on the East African coast

Britain agreed that
they would divide the area between them.
When the Sultan of Zanzibar disagreed,

Map of the region dating from 1890
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to become a world-renowned political
leader in Kenya. Later in the 1930s Ernest
Hemingway visited, writing there for a brief
time. World war erupted again, involving
East Africa particularly because of the
Italian presence in Ethiopia following
Mussolini’s invasion.8

protesting that he was the ruler, the
German chancellor Bismarck sent five
warships to train their guns on his palace;
the sultan then ‘agreed’!
German East Africa covered the areas now
known as Burundi, Rwanda and Tanzania:
an area three times the size of modern
Germany—lebensraum7 indeed. In 1895
the UK government established the East
African Protectorate and opened the
fertile highlands to white settlers. These
settlers had a voice in government even
before it was officially made a UK colony
in 1920, but Africans had neither voice
nor representation, being prohibited from
direct political participation in Kenyan
affairs until 1944. Experiments with coffee
growing were made by British settlers
around 1905, and the highlands became
rich in coffee
production.
Tea plantations
followed in
1923, but only
the settlers
were to profit
from the
subsequent
export trades.
The proximity
of German
King’s Africa Rifles 1908
and British powers
in East Africa meant that the Great War,
1914–1918, involved Africa too. The British
Army recruited two hundred thousand
East Africans as askaris, foot soldiers, in
the British-officered King’s African Rifles.
Afterwards, in 1921, the protectorate
became Kenya, with the status of British
Crown Colony. By 1922 mission-educated
Africans began to protest their exclusion
from affairs; Harry Thuku, from the Kikuyu
ethnic group, emerged as leader of the
East African Association (EAA), and was
arrested. A young Kikuyu EAA member,
Jomo Kenyatta, went to university in
England in 1931, returning years later

Towards Independence
Through the 1930s Kenyatta’s methods of
protest and pressure were peaceful, but

Mau Mau guerrillas

he warned that lack of progress would
result in a ‘dangerous explosion’. Events
were overtaken by a more powerful and
alarming challenge to British colonial
rule. In 1952 a militant independence
movement, Mau Mau, a Kikuyu anticolonial organisation, made its presence
and demands painfully clear—to drive the
white
man from Kenya. Mau
Mau
guerrillas organised
themselves
as the Kenya
Land Freedom
Army (KFLA).
Jomo Kenyatta,
regarded as their
leader, was
jailed.
Britain
sent
troops,
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Jomo Kenyatta

declaring a state of emergency in Kenya.
The hedonistic lifestyle of the European
‘Happy Valley’ set in the Naivasha
highlands area became untenable as the
Mau Mau uprising progressed during the
1950s. This was very costly of lives, mostly
to the Africans, and much of that inflicted
by the Mau Mau. By 1960 Britain began to
prepare for Kenyan independence.
On 12 December 1963, independence
was finally gained and in 1964 Jamhuri
ya Kenya—the Republic of Kenya—was
declared, with Jomo Kenyatta as first

was in Uganda.)
Jomo Kenyatta died in 1978 at his
Mombasa home. Under his leadership
Kenya had become one of the most
stable and prosperous countries in Africa.
Despite his mistakes, Kenyatta had the
affection of most Kenyans and the respect
of politicians abroad. The Republic of
Kenya held promises which were soon
to fade. Kenyatta’s successor, Daniel arap
Moi, inherited a stable country with good
economic growth. During the 1980s
though, growth was marred by inflation,

president. The Kenyan African Democratic
Union (KADU), which had begun as
an opposition to Kenyatta’s Kenyan
African National Union (KANU), was
then integrated with KANU, which left a
government without opposition. Conflicts
between ethnic groups continued,
particularly with the Luo9 and the Kikuyu.
By 1974, with Jomo Kenyatta re-elected
as president, KiSwahili was the official
language in the parliament. In 1976 the
Ugandan dictator Idi Amin claimed huge
tracts of Kenya. (There were historic
precedents: until colonial line drawing on
maps, the eastern coast of Lake Victoria,
including the Kenyan port city of Kisumu,

Central Nairobi today

droughts, and a rapid population rise
leading to unemployment, not helped by
Moi’s lack of roots in, and the support of,
any dominant Kenyan tribe. By 1982 Kenya
was officially a one party (KANU) state.
With the collapse of the cold war tensions
in Europe, support for African regimes
as buffers against communism declined
rapidly. By 1991 Moi could no longer
suppress opposition: a multi-party
situation was allowed and a decade of
political infighting and violence followed.
By early 1992 there were several new
parties formed, and multi-party elections
21
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were held with KANU retaining a majority
of the legislature. In 2002, a coalition of
opposition parties joined forces with a
KANU breakaway faction to form the
National Rainbow Coalition (NARC). Their
candidate, Mwai Kibaki, was elected the
country’s third president. In December
2007 more elections were held. Mwai
Kibaki and NARC were the winners, and
violence erupted. At least 1,500 people
died and over 300,000 were ‘internally
displaced’, along with serious disruption
of public transport, and multiplication of
strikes and stoppages.
You may well ask ‘do we need to know
all this?’ Yes; if only to have meaningful
context for the work of mission, from the
Church Missionary Society of the mid-19th
century to the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland Mission in the early-21st century;
and for prayerful interest in the work of TBS
in connection with the need for authentic
and dependable Bible translations into the
languages of East Africa.

An even smaller number, less than 1%,
practice Hinduism in Kenya. This is derived
again from the earlier coastal trade with
Gujarati and Marwar in India and East
Africa. Many of the labourers imported for
the Uganda-Kenya Railway simply settled
in Kenya, bringing with them the cloud
of religious beliefs that form the Hindu
religion; Nairobi and Mombasa have a
number of Hindu temples. From 1945, the
Baha’i religion has been in Kenya, currently
numbered at about 1% of the population.
However, it is the ancient and indigenous
beliefs and cults which give a constant
background to all mission work in
Kenya. Several sources refer to these
as diminished, or even threatened, but
this is not a clear picture. As in many
other parts of the world the problem for
missionaries, evangelists, pastors and
churches is that these elements of earlier,
post-Babel religions, are too often just
absorbed, even swallowed whole, inside
the apparent profession and practice of
Christianity. There may indeed be only a
small percentage of the population openly
following the older forms, but many an
evangelist, pastor or teacher will recognise
with distress the continuing impact of
those forms and attitudes in church life,
personal godliness, and moral and spiritual
character.
Though these beliefs and rituals do vary
among the ethnic groups in Kenya, they
share general characteristics, believing
‘God’ to be commonly manifested in the
sun, moon, mountains, stars and trees,
especially the fig-tree; witchcraft and
devil worship have been rampant in
Kenya. In Nairobi there were temples for
devil worship; some such rituals include

Mission

Religions in Kenya
Three-quarters of all Kenyans profess
Christianity, nominal or otherwise, the
majority being Protestant. About onefifth of the population still adhere to
traditional beliefs and religions. A minority
of Kenyans (6%) are Muslim, mainly on
the coast and in the region bordering
Somalia. Kenyan Islam, mostly Sunni, is
the result of centuries of contact with
the Arabian Peninsula and forms the
backbone of Swahili society in the North
Eastern Province and Coast Province.
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oppressive living conditions, Johann
Krapf’s daily life was a misery. He was
plunged into depression, suffering alone
for two years; yet in that testing time he
translated the New Testament and other
Bible portions, plus the Book of Common
Prayer, into Swahili. He also challenged the
Church Missionary Society to make the
Mombasa grave of his wife and child the
starting point for the conversion of East
Africa.
The arrival of Swiss missionary Johann
Rebmann rekindled Krapf’s own
enthusiasm, and they made plans to
travel inland. Between 1847 and 1849,
six journeys of exploration were made,
and they became the first Europeans to
see Mt. Kenya and Mt. Kilimanjaro. Tales
of a snow-covered peak near the equator
were not believed, and their report in
The Church Missionary Intelligencer,
May 1849, generated heated armchair
argument, in which learned but untravelled gentlemen declared it to be
impossible for snow-clad mountains to be
in the Equatorial region. Unaware of these
learned pronouncements, three ancient
local languages had already named Mt.
Kenya as ‘looking like ostrich feathers’, ‘a
great white plume’.
Johann Krapf’s plan to link the west
and east coasts of Africa with a chain of
Christian missionaries and mission stations
failed to materialise, and he returned to
Germany in 1853 to write his memoirs. This
book, Travels, Researches and Missionary
Labours, stirred Methodist missions to
start work in Kenya. Krapf did return to
Africa, accompanying an expedition
into Ethiopia as an interpreter
in 1867/8. However, his
health failed and he
returned to Germany for
the last time.
Krapf’s missionary
work was not built

human sacrifice, black magic and narcotic
drugs.10 Truly we wrestle not with flesh
and blood (Ephesians 6.12); let us rather
wrestle in prayer for those good Christian
workers who daily feel the weight of the
undisguised roaring of the enemy in such
circumstances.

Early Protestant Mission
Work
Johann Ludwig Krapf, 1810-1887, was a
missionary pioneer to East Africa. Born
in Germany and educated at the Basle
Mission School in Switzerland and at
Tübingen University, he completed his
studies in 1834 to become a Lutheran
pastor. A visitor from Basle reawakened his
missionary commitments, and he travelled
with the Church Missionary Society of
the Anglican Church to Ethiopia in 1837.
Protestant missionaries were expelled from
those regions in 1843, and Krapf travelled
to Zanzibar and then to Mombasa. In the
appalling conditions there his wife, Rosine,
and their newborn
infant died of fever,
Krapf himself too
delirious even to
name the child.
Serially
betrayed by
his associates,
and beset
with tropical
illnesses, the
climate, and
cramped
and

Johann Ludwig Krapf, 1810-1887
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upon much by others—several histories
of African mission and Christianity either
ignore him or make only passing reference.
His first ten years supposedly saw only
two converts. His linguistic studies are
perhaps a better legacy, giving the first
Swahili grammar and a Swahili dictionary;
he published twenty-five books, including
a comparative vocabulary of six Bantu
languages. He certainly gave inspiration for
later labours in both Kenya and Tanzania,
and his house at Rabai near Mombasa
became a museum, the place where
Christianity and modern learning in Kenya
started. The Anglican Church of Kenya
count him as their founding father, and
the building housing the German Embassy
at Nairobi is called ‘Ludwig Krapf House’.
Through Krapf, in differing ways, Anglican,
Lutheran and Methodist mission and Bible
work were settled in Kenya. There were
some remarkable African evangelists from
very early in the work and a first African
martyr in East Africa, David Koi, in 1883.

established at Kijabe, Kenya.
After, this, the canvas becomes too
crowded for detail. Pentecostal groups
appeared within AIM, and these have
become inseparable from the Kenyan
scene, splitting, merging, realigning with
one or another, and shading into the
developing indigenous churches. For
example, the Gospel Missionary Society, a
Pentecostal group within AIM, constituted
itself a separate mission in 1902. During
1940 to 1945, when this Society was trying
to close down its work, some missionaries
rejoined the Africa Inland Mission, while
the Society itself joined the Church of
Scotland Mission, which later became the
Presbyterian Church of East Africa.
Thomas Wakefield, ‘Bwana Wakfili’, served
as a Methodist missionary in Kenya for
twenty-seven years from 1861 to 1889.
Although he made Bible translations
into local native languages he remains
better known as an explorer, botanist and
map-maker than as a missionary: a not
infrequent bypath meadow for European
workers. United States missionaries started
the work of the Church of God in western
Kenya in 1905 and one of their first workers
was Yohana Mbila, a black South African.
Most Western church bodies, sound or
unsound, were soon replicated in Kenya.
There can be no simple understanding of
mission work based on Biblical principles in
Kenya: think of any ‘churchy’ organisation
that you might find in the Western world
and be assured that they are all to be found
in Kenya, inseparable from the social,
political and ex-colonial issues, seeking,
and finding, their own proselytes there.
And that is before we have remarked on…

…and Continuance
Kenya seemed a magnet for missions.
Krapf’s vision of a mission chain uniting
East and West Africa became part of
Peter Cameron Scott’s commitment for
the Africa Inland Mission (AIM), begun
in 1895. The Philadelphia Missionary
Council was formed to support the work,
and Arthur T. Pierson was an influential
council member.11 In October 1895 AIM’s
first mission group, consisting of Scott, his
sister Margaret, and six others, arrived in
East Africa. The mission had four stations,
all in Kenya, and more workers arrived
from Canada and the United States,
making the group fifteen. In December
1896, Peter Scott died and the mission
almost disintegrated. Charles Hurlburt of
the Pennsylvania Bible Institute became
director of the mission, moving with his
family to lead AIM from headquarters

…The Indigenous Churches.
David B. Barrett12 in Schism and Renewal
in Africa strongly suggests that American
traditional culture and American religion as
well as missionary paternalism, the colonial
24
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registered as bona fide churches. They look
for a buoyant church that reflects African
spirituality, attaching great importance
to community life and human relations
and giving women a prominent place
in the hierarchy of the church. These
churches have experienced growth
because, they claim, they are so relevant
to their adherents. We believe rather that
a Christian church needs first of all to be
honestly relevant to the Word of God, the
Bible. I quote from the translators’ preface
to the Authorised Version: ‘But now what
piety without truth? what truth (what
saving truth) without the word of God?
what word of God (whereof we may be
sure) without the Scripture?’14 With this, we
now turn to consider TBS and the Bible in
Kenya.

legacy together with the conditions of
modern society, are factors that have
been responsible for the proliferation of
indigenous churches. This movement
began during the colonial period and did
not end with independence. Of seven
thousand-plus indigenous churches in
Africa there are over one hundred and
eighty in Kenya, mostly located in western
Kenya. These indigenous churches grew
in areas where missions had been well
received, and response to mission teaching
was positive.
However, the volatile admixture of
Christian teaching, mission education and
rapidly growing cultural nationalism could
not run in the mission channels. Missionderived Christian churches came to be
regarded as imperialistic and aggressively
hostile to African culture, and included
issues now found in the secular media such
as the matter of female circumcision, which
early on was an extremely fierce area of
conflict between mission Christianity and
African culture.
Mission churches and the white race
were indiscriminately and collectively
denounced by some leaders. There were
some who were opposed to ‘missionary’
Christianity but wished to retain a
Christian identity: they took recourse in
the founding of independent churches
and schools. It was not only the rejection
of Western (‘Christian’) education, culture,
even medicine, that generated such a
disconnection. Some indigenous churches
arose from plain dissatisfaction with the
leadership style and paternalism of the
mission churches. There were also, and still
are, declarations of resentment towards
the decadence that (they feel) traditional
Christianity tolerates. No surprise then that
they strive to make a culturally relevant
‘indigenised’ Christianity by incorporating
African traditional religious world-views.13
After independence, many such groups

Bible Matters
Swahili

Swahili or KiSwahili is a Bantu language,
and five million people speak it as their
native language; the total number of
speakers is said to exceed one hundred
million. Originally written in Arabic script,
Swahili orthography is now based on the
Latin alphabet introduced by missionaries
and colonial administrators. In the African
Union15 there is today growing pressure for
the overall use of Swahili as the unifying
language of Africa south of the Sahara.
What great need, then, for a sound Bible
version in this language!
By 1844, a foundation had been laid for
the translation of the Bible into Kimvita
KiSwahili (the Mombasa dialect) by Krapf.
Very soon standardisation of the language
became an issue, and in the 1920s
Kiunguja KiSwahili (the Zanzibar dialect)
was favoured. The need for a common
KiSwahili Bible, blending as far as possible
the most used dialects, led in 1950 to a
New Testament—the KiSwahili Union
25

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record
and the Pokot have sustained a reputation
for resistance to Western and Christian
influences.
About half of the Pokot are semi-nomadic,
semi-pastoralists: people who herd cattle,
sheep, and goats and live off the products
of their stock. Others are agriculturalists,
living wherever conditions allow farming.
Pokot society is thoroughly paternalistic: a
woman has no voice in any public forums;
she has no authority within her own
homestead, being considered as ‘foolish’ as
the cows for which she is traded.
Believing that death is the end of life, with
no afterlife, this present world is most

Version—with the Old Testament added
in 1952.
There have been five major versions in
KiSwahili: Kiugunja in 1891, Kimvita in
1914, Roehl in 1937,16 the Swahili Union
in 1952, and Habari Njema in 1996. The
meaning of the last-named will indicate
the pedigree of this chain; ‘Habari Njema’
means ‘Good News’. It was begun in
1973 as an inter-denominational and
international effort; Roman Catholic and
Protestant traditions were accepted in this
edition. At the risk of repeating myself,
how great is the need for a sound Bible
version in this widely-used language!
TBS has been investigating
for some time what can be
done in this language, but we
do not yet have a firm project
in hand; please pray that the
Lord would provide us with
suitably qualified personnel to
undertake the much needed
work of preparing a faithful
and accurate version of the
Swahili Scriptures translated
out of the original tongues
with reference to the best of
the former translations. Of the
seventy-four people groups in
Kenya, eighteen are listed in Operation
World as unreached. TBS has involvement
in only two Kenyan Bible projects, Pokot
and EkeGusii.

Mr and Mrs Tottys’ home today

important and is precious to the Pokot.
Much of their religious ritual is involved
in warding off illness or in effecting cures.
Most Pokot still follow their traditional
religion: approximately 15% of Pokot are
designated Christian while the remaining
85% are traditionalists. Even among the
Christians, the traditional religion worldview is still dominant.
A notable missionary to the Pokot was
Lawrence Totty. Born in Wellington,
Shropshire, in 1908, later moving to
Cheltenham, in the late 1920s he became
a missionary for the Bible Churchmen’s
Missionary Society (BCMS, now Crosslinks).
In 1930, the BCMS sent him to Kacheliba,

Pokot (Pökoot)
In 1931 Christian missionaries established
a work in the Turkana region of Kenya
among the Pokot. The Bible Churchmen’s
Missionary Society (Anglican) set up a
ministry in Kacheliba, and about the
same time the African Inland Mission
began work at Maron among the east
Pokot. These missionaries found the Pokot
resistant to Christianity, as well as to
education and other development help,
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house!
Kenya, to the Pokot
tribe. In 1932, Annette
Work continues in Kenya.
Tarr, a teacher from
A pastor of one of the
Cheltenham, joined him.
churches wrote in an
They married one year
email to the Society,
later, and continued to
I was privileged of
minister to the Pokot
knowing the Tottys
tribe. Throughout the
since 1955 when my
colonial period this was
father went to West
a ‘closed’ district, a buffer
Pokot to pioneer Africa
between the ‘white
Inland Church. They
highlands’ of colonial
worked closely in
Cheltenham, England, twinned with
Kenya, and the shifting
Kisuma, Kenya
the area. I also knew the
frontiers around Lake
Collins who started AIM in
Turkana. Mrs Totty was the
East Pokot and Marakwet. Tom Collins
only white woman in the area, and their
also participated in the translating
two daughters, Ann and Wendy, were born
of the Kisilat nyo rel (the Pokot New
in the mission field.
Testament).
The Totty family travelled either on foot
Since 1984 the Free Presbyterian
or by donkey, until they acquired a Land
Church of Ulster has sent out
Rover. They translated the whole of the
missionaries to Kenya, working from
New Testament into the Pokot language,
our church. We now have three
and this was subsequently published by
missionaries working in Pokot: one
TBS. In 1964 Lawrence and his wife retired
doing Sabbath School work in our
to England, leaving a heritage of twelve
churches, another serving as principal
active churches, fourteen schools, and
in the school at Lityei and the third
many Christians. In ‘retirement’ Lawrence
teaching music in the school.
became rector in Kingswood, near WottonThe
pastor continued,
under-Edge, Gloucestershire, and after
several years retired again. He was invited
While the Kenya Bible Society have
to become, for four months, vicar of Holy
come out with fully translated Pokot
Trinity Church, Cheltenham, while it was
Bible it is not sound, not up to the
closed down. Four years later, when he
standard of the Authorized Version.
eventually left, the church was thriving,
It will be helpful for TBS to consider
and continues. In 1970 the Tottys were
revising the Kisilat nyo ret and later
invited back to Kenya to celebrate fifty
plan to translate the whole Bible. In
years since he first went to minister to
this the Pokot will not lose the works
the Pokot. In 1998, after sixty-five years of
of the Tottys. At present the translation
marriage, Annette died; she had suffered
of the Bible by Kenya Bible Society is
from arthritis for twenty years and was
in use but those who have used it see
bedridden. Lawrence survived her by three
that it is not up to the standard of the
years, dying on 1 November 2001, aged
older New Testament TBS translation.
ninety-four. Anne Newman, our grants
I pray that God will make this possible
officer, met the Tottys in their Cheltenham
so that the Christians here will have a
‘retirement’, and in a subsequent visit to
translation which is sound.
Kenya was able to visit the area of their
A thorough revision was put in hand
labours, and even to photograph their old
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and commercial
centre in the Gusii
Highlands of
Kenya, between
the Kavirondo Gulf
of Lake Victoria
and the border
with Tanzania. It
is at the centre of
the western Kenya
tourist circuit of the
Tabaka Soapstone
Carvings, Maasai
Mara Game Reserve,
Mother and child from the
Lambwe Valley
Maasai Mara
Game Reserve and
indeed the entire
Lake Victoria basin. Kisii Town was known
as ‘Bosongo’ by the Gusii, from ‘Abasongo’,
meaning the ‘white people’ of colonial
times. British forces moving out of range of
German gunboats on Lake Victoria during
the Great War of 1914–18 probably began
the town as a base. It is 309 km (192 miles)
by road from Nairobi, and air services to
Kisii Town are minimal.
This people declare themselves Christian

several years ago to bring the Society’s
Pokot New Testament into use again and to
add the Old Testament. Sadly this work has
scarcely progressed because of the classic
problems of the field: tardy and unwilling
communications, failure to meet agreed
targets, and diversion of resources.
It would be a joy to see the labours of
Lawrence and Annette Totty continued
in the publication of a truly sound Bible
translation in the Pokot language: so make
your wants and petitions known, with
thanksgiving.

EkeGusii
The Gusii community, also known as the
Kisii tribe, or, by their preference, AbaGusii,
are East African Bantu. They speak the
language of Kisii, properly ekeGusii. This
language is comparable to other Bantu
languages, with similar vocabulary and
idiom, derived or acquired in the same
ways.
The Gusii are economically very active,
with large tea estates, coffee, and banana
groves. Kisii Town is the main urban

Labourers working in a tea plantation
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beginnings of the Kenya Mission, with
the church deceived by a conman,
were none too promising. But it
would be good to say with Joseph,
‘Ye thought evil against me; but God
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as
it is this day, to save much people alive’
(Genesis 50.20).17
An EkeGusii translation of the whole Bible
does exist, but it is highly inaccurate,
even heretical. Ongoing translation of the
portions to be read in public worship is
a necessity, and there are great hopes of
TBS being able to publish a sound EkeGusii
New Testament, and more. Since 2002
Bible verses supplied by the mission have
been used at TBS to produce our Words of
Life pictorial calendar in EkeGusii, for free
distribution. Do remember in your prayers
the issues faced in a culture that claims
to be Christian, but opposes anyone who
seeks fully to implement Biblical principles.
Mr Watkins in a recent Synod report wrote
that, ‘Even in front of the Kirk Session
barefaced lies can be told. Discerning “the
true grace of God” is so difficult when so
many people are deliberately cheating,
making the gospel a cover for secular gain’.

and Protestant. Reflecting Kenya as
a whole, most are identified with the
Seventh Day Adventists, others with the
Pentecostal Assemblies of God and interdenominational congregations such as the
Full Gospel Church of Kenya. Kisii Town has
a Mosque for Muslims and a Temple for
Hindus. A surprising number of Kisii have
gone abroad for education, and they are
the most heavily represented Kenyans in
Indian and American universities.
Keith Watkins, a minister of the Free

Near the summit of Mount Kenya

Presbyterian Church of Scotland now
serving in Kenya and one-time member
of the TBS Committee, tells of the work in
West Kenya.
The FPCS Mission work began in 1986,
when the first deputies from Scotland
visited Kenya. This visit was a response
to a letter written to the Scottish
church by a resident of Sengera in
Kisiiland in Kenya. (Later the writer
of that letter proved to be a conman
skilled in the art of deceiving churches
and missions—there are many such
in this part of Kenya, but the Lord can
use even evil intent for His purposes.)
Further visits were made, and in the
end the mission was registered, a
health centre was built and regular
church services established in various
places. Different ministerial, medical
and administrative staff worked
in Kenya for varying periods. The

Epilogue
In this magnificent country there are
three languages of particular note to TBS:
Swahili, Pokot and EkeGusii.
Swahili, in which there is no sound
Bible: if one could be accomplished in the
sovereign providence of our God, it would
serve across many countries. In many years
of overseeing the preparation of both
our Golden Thoughts and Words of Life
Calendars, it always concerned me that
such a generally useful African language
was not available to us.
Pokot, in which the pioneering Scripture
work of Lawrence and Annette Totty needs
to be built upon, developed and enlarged:
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this project is stalled at present and in
much need of effectual fervent prayer.
EkeGusii, in which there is a living project
attended by many difficulties: who will
hold up the hands of the workers in Kisii?
Let a final word from Mr Watkins serve
as a conclusion to the whole article
and a general exhortation to prayer for
Kenya—‘Yes, Kenyan churches are to this
day expanding and multiplying—but
there are almost no points at which Kenyan
Christianity coincides with the Biblical
version. Many poor souls are plunging
unprepared into eternity with a lie in their
right hand’ (Isaiah 44.20): and no sound
Scriptures in either hand.

policy—literally ‘room to live’, but
politically somewhat more complex in
Africa, and, failing that, in Europe on the
way to Ukraine and Russia.
8. Italian for ‘lebensraum, anyone?’
9. The Luo also have strong ethnic and
linguistic affinity throughout Uganda and
mainland Tanzania.
10. The list is abbreviated: things such as
should not even be mentioned, I dare
not.
11. Pierson was a vigorous advocate
of missions, transformer of missionary
literature, collaborator in the production
of the Scofield Bible, and a sometime
visiting preacher at Spurgeon’s Tabernacle
in London, UK.
12. As quoted by Bishop Zablon
Nthamburi in ‘The Beginning and
Development of Christianity in Kenya’
Dictionary of African Christianity (dacb.org,
accessed 20 October 2011).
13. What is surprising is that now in
Western Protestant Christianity, the
same process of ‘indigenising’ to local
culture is a growing policy and practice;
this ‘baptising’ of local gods, feasts and
customs used to be a Roman Catholic
practice!
14. The Translators to the Reader (London,
England: Trinitarian Bible Society, 1998),
p. 10.
15. Established in July 2002, a successor
to the Organisation of African Unity: the
African Union Commission is based in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
16. Arose out of Lutheran work in
Tanzania; for ‘Karl Roehl and the
Entangled History of the Swahili Bible’ see
a draft document at www.martynmission.
cam.ac.uk/media/documents/Seminar
papers.
17. This from a personal email, in response
to my request for such information.

Endnotes
1. It was on holiday in ‘Treetops’ lodge
within sight of Mt. Kenya that the UK’s
Princess Elizabeth learned of the death of
her father, King George VI, on 6 February
1952.
2. Discussion of which lakes are largest
could constitute an entire book.
Considerations include fresh versus salt
water, volume, surface area, etc., and any
combination thereof. This designation
regarding Lake Victoria, however, is fairly
solid.
3. ‘Bovids’ for the zoologists amongst us.
4. Kenya has over forty game reserves
and parks, and two maritime parks in the
Indian Ocean.
5. Learned arguments lie behind the
definition of this word. A general idea of
southward movement of people along
the axis of the Nile and Rift valleys is
simplistic, but sufficient.
6. To meet a gospel enquirer recently who
declared himself a ‘Kenyan-Indian-Sikh’
doesn’t seem quite so bizarre against this
background.
7. A mainspring of German expansionist
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The Word of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing
that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance of His
Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.

Europe
From Durham City,
England
I found these TBS posters
displayed on a disused cinema in
Durham City. An interesting witness!

From a Scottish ministry
to Eastern Europe

new
calendars. Besides them, there are many
who received calendars for the first time.
We don’t know if there is a deadline for
the reports or not. In the earlier years we
sent it in the first part of the year. Now, for
various reasons, we can send you only now
the report. We hope it is not too late. We
tried to distribute these means responsibly
to people who really wanted them. You
can read the following quotations taken
from thank-you letters of our co-workers
and congregations from various places in
Romania, Hungary and Ukraine.

First of all we would like to thank
you for your perseverance in supporting
our congregations with Hungarian and
Romanian calendars. During the past few
years, these means, besides the Bibles we
received from you, were a blessed tool in
our attempt to reach sinners for Christ. We
appreciate very much that you continued
this support during these financially
difficult years! Your perseverance and
generous giving was a blessing again for
many who are in contact with our churches
in Romania, Hungary and Ukraine. The
Word of God reached many people, and
we are sure that it will not turn back
without doing the work of God. We wish
and pray that our God might reward you
abundantly! Many of those who received
calendars in the years before, in the end of
the year are already looking forward to the

Romania:
In our region, in the towns of Sfantu
Gheorghe and Brasov, the calendars
were a blessed tool in our hands. With
these means we were able to go to families
who earlier had no contact at all with the
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We distributed the Romanian language
calendars too. I gave out the calendars to
an elite Regiment of the Romanian Army,
which has its base in our city, as well as to
the officers of the Air Defense Base, which
is near our city. We gave out calendars
to the students from the Romanian high
school.
I would like to ask, if possible, send more
calendars, because there are a lot of thirsty
people here. If possible, please send some
Hungarian and Romanian Bibles too. We
praise God for the blessing He gave us by
the calendars, and we continue to pray
for your blessed work through the Bibles,
books and other literature you are printing.

Word of God. Although most of them
are members of a state church, they are
living in a secular, worldly way. Our church
members distributed the calendars to their
acquaintances, neighbours, relatives and
friends. They reported good discussions
and possibilities for sharing the gospel.
Some people were able to hang calendars
in public offices where many people can
see the Bible verses for a whole year.
Visiting people with the calendars gave us
a good opportunity to talk with those who
are open in some way to the Gospel. We
are thankful for your goodness in giving us
these materials.

Romania:

Romania:

By the means of this letter, we would like
to thank you for the calendars we received
this year again. We were able to distribute
a large number of calendars to people who
visited our tent at the Winter Fair, which
was organized in the centre of our city.
There were people who received calendars
from us in the previous years, and who
were coming to our tent asking again for
calendars. Here are some examples:
A woman told me that these are the
blessed calendars she has received every
year, and she puts the calendars even in
her office in the City Hall.
A young man told us that he began to
read the verses written on the calendars,
and that practice led him to read a
devotional book. I gave him a copy of our
Bible reading helper, which will lead him
through the Bible in one year.
All the calendars were distributed on
the first day of the Fair; therefore people
who came after that were woeful. Finally
our church members gave out their own
calendars, just to know that the Word of
God arrived in some homes, and will be
read. Our church members gave out a lot of
calendars at their work places, and to their
families.

We were very glad that even during these
difficult times, God moved our brothers
to send us calendars again. May God bless
them abundantly! We live in a small town,
with 5,000 inhabitants and all the people
to whom we gave calendars were glad for
them. The distribution of the calendars
gave us good opportunities to meet new
people and to share the Gospel. Since we
have received calendars for almost ten
years, many families have special places
in their homes for these calendars. We
were able to distribute calendars to the
local police officers, and they accepted
them gladly. We offered calendars for the
bank employees too, who also rejoiced for
them. With one of them we were able to
have further discussions about the gospel.
Elderly people, who are having problems
with their sight, are especially glad for the
large print. The Gypsy children, for whom
we are organizing Bible studies, recited all
the Bible verses from the calendars. The
members of our church offered gladly their
help in the distribution of the calendars.
We hope and pray that God might use
the Bible verses from the calendars for His
glory and for the good of His people.
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Hungary:

the 2011 evangelical calendars sent by you
earlier. Also, we would like to report on
how these were distributed. We received
100 copies, and our church members
gave these away along with gospel tracts
to various people and contacts. It is our
general observation that the people are
willing to receive the calendars much
better than any other Gospel tracts. We
pray that God will use those Scripture
verses mightily in the lives of those who
received these calendars. Although we
received fewer copies than in the previous
years, we still appreciated very much
your help. We hope that the Lord will
provide the funds for the future as well, so
that these calendars can be printed and
donated for free distribution. If possible,
please keep us on your distribution list.

Despite Budapest being a large
city, where people are mostly
marked by apathy in spiritual things, the
Christian calendars we receive from year
to year get a warm welcome. Last year
we received one hundred calendars, and
distributed them through our church
members. Every member has his/her
own personal ‘discipleship-circle’: that is
a number of people with whom he/she
wants to meet regularly and talk about
Christ and the gospel. The calendars proved
to be an efficient means to reach these
people, talk with them about the Bible
and remind them daily about their need
of conversion. Our aim is to give calendars
only to those people who value them and
put them out to be reminded by the Bible
verses every day. We can gladly say that
the calendars were used in this way last
year too. They are put out to display in
family homes, work places or in doctors’
offices, which means that hundreds of
people are confronted every day with God’s
teaching about sin, Christ and their need
of conversion. Just to tell one example, a
young lady from our church, who was sent
to physiotherapy, managed to make friends
with her physiotherapist, and she gave her
a calendar as a gift. This physiotherapist
put it immediately out to display in her
office (it is still there to this very day!), so
every patient (at least 10 people per day),
who comes to the physiotherapist, sees it
during the therapy. We cannot calculate
the full impact of the distributed
calendars, but we hope to meet people,
in whose life God used the Bible verses
from these calendars to change their
life entirely. In this regard we are very
thankful for your sending the calendars
for free to us every year.

Ukraine:
We were very glad when we
received again calendars with Bible
verses for the year 2011. Since we received
a smaller amount, compared to the years
before, we distributed them even with
greater care. Our church members helped
in the distribution, visiting their relatives,
neighbours and co-workers. Beside this,
they also kept one for their homes too,
where their visitors can also be blessed
by the verses. A local doctor received the

Hungary:
Greetings to you in the name of our
Lord! This is just a brief thank-you note for

Bible distribution in Ukraine
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as you have blessed us.

calendar very gladly, and in the waiting
room many people could be blessed by
the words of God, during a whole year.
While sick, the people usually are more
open to spiritual discussions. We hope
God will bless His word. Sadly for many
people who came later, we had to say
that we ran out of calendars. These were
words from the letters of our co-workers,
but I am sure that the pastors are more
thankful for these materials than words
can express. If it is possible for you to
continue this ministry, we would welcome
the calendars and Bibles in the future too!
We are sure that our Almighty God will
reward you with heavenly treasures for
your generosity!

From Stowmarket, Suffolk, England
This is just a line to thank you ever so much
for publishing the camouflaged Bibles
for service personnel. At the airfield, I
was recently with pilots from Search and
Rescue. I gave to one of them in their little
rest room one of my books of poems. A
pilot said to me, ‘You’ve written some
poems as prayers, will you say a prayer
for us right now?’ This was a wonderful
opportunity and I was able to present
to them two camouflaged Bibles which
were warmly received. Please will you
pray for me as I seek further opportunities,
particularly as Prince Harry will be coming
at some point to the airfield. May God use
you mightily.

From Lugansk Region, Ukraine
There were plenty of people at our special
jubilee service (tenth anniversary of our
church). There were more people waiting
to receive a TBS Bible than we actually
had. Married couples received one Bible
per couple, the rest one Bible per person.
Thus we gave away all the thirty Bibles that
were available. All people were pleased
and thank the society for your labours. We
thank you also. Please continue, persevere
and we’ll keep praying for you.

From Renfrewshire, Scotland
We are so grateful to receive these
Bibles. The club leaders have been
so excited as their kids are desperate for
them. It’s so good to have the complete
Bible to give to them. It’s so good to have
some who desire God’s Word in our society.
Thank you so much from all who will
receive a Bible.

Africa

From a college in London
I am writing to thank you for
your kindness in providing us
with copies of the Hebrew/Greek Original
Languages Bible. I have been teaching first
year Hebrew students this year and they
very much appreciated your kindness.
We hope to encourage other students to
begin Hebrew studies at the start of the
next academic year and if it is still possible
to provide some original languages
Bibles for them that would be very much
appreciated. Thank you very much for
your service to us and our students. Your
partnership with us is a wonderfully kind
provision and we pray God will bless you

From Kilgoris, Kenya
Receive my Christian greetings
upon the arrival of this letter. First, I
thank you very much for the grant you sent
me. The grant arrived, but only four of the
six parcels arrived, doubtless because of
problems with our postal service. However,
as you can see from the photo, distribution
went ahead—in this instance the little
ones received colouring books, which they
will undoubtedly enjoy.
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thank the Lord who has given you
time to supply me Golden Thoughts
Calendars. I can’t thank you enough
for your calendar. It is an excellent
devotional resource for me, and help to
others find deliverance from the power
of Satan, because of the many verses
quoted and reference cited each day.
Golden Thoughts always keep everyone
focused each day and month on God’s
ongoing faithfulness to his children. Your
Golden Thoughts Calendar has greatly
enriched me spiritually and enabled me
to go a mile as far as Biblical teaching are
concerned, more so it has been a great
help to me since I have been using them
as my reference teaching material during
my Bible studies fellowship. It is a source of
inspiration, encouragement, restoration,
hope and comfort each day and month.
Golden Thoughts led me down gentle
pathways where I imagine myself walking
and talking with God on any given day; it’s
a meaningful addition to my home and
those of others as well.

Scripture colouring books in Kenya

From Knysna, South Africa
Thank you once again for the
Golden Thoughts Calendars. I have
a hospital ministry and each week I
visit the General Hospital and hand out
bootees and hats for the newborn babies,
and tracts for their mums. I talk to them
about the Lord, read Scriptures from the
Bible if they wish, and then pray for them.
I then go to the main wards and do the
same thing. Each year when I hand the
calendars out, the patients accept them
gratefully, as I suppose they would battle
to buy a calendar themselves as most of
them are quite poor. To have those verses
printed and to see them every day must be
a comfort and help to the people.

From Afagnan, Togo
The Pensées Précieuses calendars
have arrived. We received them
in two lots: three parcels first then one
after, and all four contained one thousand
calendars in total. As usual, the distribution
was carried out by pastors and young
evangelists in the region. It was completed
before 1st January. Previous recipients
asked for it again, and those who received
it for the first time responded positively.
Some, those who are not educated, were
surprised to see some differences between
the words in their Bible version and the
verses on the calendar. By the grace of
God we were able to explain things to
them. May the Lord be with all those who
work for the propagation of the Gospel
throughout the world.

From Bogoso, Ghana
Greetings in the mighty name
of our Lord Jesus Christ. I really

Calendar distribution in Ghana
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thus far and the Lord has been doing a
wonderful work in the lives many sinful
people, from where a few have received
Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Other than
chaplain work, I have been blessed by the
Lord to be able to preach the word here
and there every now and then at different
churches, or different organisations and
denominations.
I thank God for the Authorised Version of
the Scriptures from where the truth will
set us free. We as aboriginal people are
blessed to have wonderful support from
the Trinitarian Bible Society from where my
brothers in Christ Rev. Malcolm Stuart, Rev.
Pastor Christopher Tuck, Brother Alan Brown
and others have been supporting and
ministering unto us and us with them as the
body of Christ, and members of His body.
Do pray for the aboriginal people, as well
as for all nations, as we continue to serve as
co-workers for Christ in the business of His
Father and our Father which is in heaven.
Ephesians 6:10; “Finally, my brethren, be
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might.”

From Nuevitas Camaquey,
Cuba
Perhaps you are surprised to get
a letter from Cuba. I have written to you
because the calendar which arrived at
this address had verses on it which were
a blessing to my soul. I am a seventyyear-old Christian lady and want to praise
you for the beautiful work you do in the
service of the Lord. I want you to know that
I am praying for you special people, who
are doing such a special work. If you can
reply to me, I will be anxiously awaiting a
response from anyone at this bible society.
You have been used for so much blessing
in my life.

		Australia
From Langford, Perth,
Western Australia

		Asia

Greetings, friends and brethren,
in the mighty Name of our Saviour and our
Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. I am from
Perth, Western Australia, and I am a 25 year
old aboriginal man from the Noongar tribe.
It is a joy and a blessed opportunity to be
able to share with the saints in the business
of God the Father.
By the grace of God, I am a chaplain at
the juvenile detention centres for criminal
detainees, from which I was once a detainee
myself from the age of 13 to 18 years of age,
back in 2001 to 2006. I have been working
there since October 2011, when the Lord
first opened the doors for me to reach out
to young people in this area of His vineyard,
to work with both aboriginal and nonaboriginal people. It has been a blessing

From Rizal, Philippines
We thank the Lord so much for
giving us the Bibles that we need
and to be used in our church here. We
thank you and your ministry with prayer
that the Lord will continue to support you
until He comes. We received these Bibles
in Wednesday morning, and our members
rejoice in our prayer meeting at night. This
coming Sunday we can give these Bibles to
every young person in the church. I believe
we can use these Bibles for the salvation of
many souls in our place. Thank you for your
love to us.
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For the Glory of God and the Increase
of His Kingdom through the circulation
of Protestant or uncorrupted versions
of the Word of God.
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