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The 181st
Annual General Meeting
The Business Meeting will be held, God willing,
at 11.00 a.m. on

Saturday, 22 September 2012
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle,
London SE1 6SD, England
After the Business Meeting, at 2.00 p.m.

The Rev. Dafydd Morris
is expected to preach
Lunch will be served between the meetings
All are invited to attend
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Introduction by the

General Secretary

O

Praise the LORD, all ye
nations: praise him, all
ye people.
For his merciful kindness is
great toward us:
and the truth of the LORD
endureth for ever.
Praise ye the LORD.

normally supplied annually to only a few
thousand people will now reach a far
wider audience of interested and prayerful
supporters, and at the same time save the
duplication of the editorial, production and
distribution costs involved in producing
two separate publications at around the
same time of the year. The savings thus
achieved can then be used more proﬁtably
in the Society’s primary activity, the
circulation of Protestant or uncorrupted

Psalm 117

I

n the great goodness of the Lord, much
has been accomplished by the Society
since the publication of its last Annual
Report. The reports on the following pages
give brief overviews of the Society’s work
during 2011 from operational, editorial and
resources perspectives, and include letters
of greetings from our branches in Australia,
Brazil, Canada, New Zealand and the USA.
We hope that all of this information will
be of considerable interest and value to
all the members and friends of the Society
throughout the world, including our many
younger supporters.

TBS head oﬃce, Tyndale House, London, England

versions of the Word of God among all
nations.

It has been decided that for this year (and
for the future, the Lord willing), the Annual
Report should be sent out as the July to
September edition of the Quarterly Record.
This will ensure that the information

The Society has again sought to undertake
all its work in the fear of the Lord, adhering
to its foundational and constitutional
3
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objective of promoting ‘the Glory of God
and the salvation of men, by circulating,
both at home and abroad, in dependence
on the Divine blessing, the HOLY
SCRIPTURES, which are given by inspiration
of God, and are able to make men wise
unto salvation, through faith which is in
Christ Jesus’.

The Rev Malcolm Stuart of Australia
The Rev Dr Thomas Gilmer of Brazil
Mr Gary den Boer of Canada
Mr Dick Vermeulen of New Zealand
Mr Graham Bidston of the United
Kingdom
Pastor Jay Stehouwer of the USA

The Society’s governing body, the General
Committee, together with its Senior
Management team, is very conscious of
the responsibility it bears to the Society’s
members and friends in overseeing the
work in the diﬃcult times in which we live,
when there are so many complex issues
aﬀecting diﬀerent areas of the Society’s
work with which we have to wrestle. The
General Committee thanks all who have
given of their time and resources to the
Society over the past year, and wishes to
record its gratitude to the Lord for those
who faithfully supported the Society
during their lives, but who (by grace
alone) are now in the presence of their
Divine Master. May the Lord raise up a
new generation of faithful young men and
young women who will also truly value
their Bibles as the divinely inspired and
preserved Word of God, and prayerfully
and practically associate with the Godhonouring and Christ-centred principles
and work of the Society!

Whilst we express in this way our sincere
thanks to each of those named above,
we also (of course) acknowledge the very
considerable contribution made to the
work of the Society by the great number
of other individuals whose names are not
in this list.
By the grace of God, the Society’s
important work of overseeing the
translation, the publication and the
distribution of editions of the Holy
Scriptures continues. As the Lord may
enable us, there is yet much we would like
to accomplish. The great need throughout
the world for Jew and Gentile, for Romanist
and Hindu, for Muslim and Mormon, for
secularist and Buddhist—in every home, in
every country, in every language—is (with
the accompanying power and blessing of
God the Holy Spirit) the precious and lifetransforming treasure of the Word of the
True and Living God, in faithful and reliable
translations. May the Lord be pleased
mightily to use the Society to this end!

The Society is pleased to announce a
number of honorary appointments of
several men, who have served the Society
or the Society’s branches in their countries
for many years, a few for more than forty
years. Thus,

In acknowledging the Lord’s great
help over the past year, and in looking
forward to the unknown future, we would
continue to crave a place in the prayers
of all our supporters: that wisdom, grace
and direction may be granted so that
everything undertaken by the Society may
be used of God for the glory of His Name,
the extension of the Kingdom of Christ, the
salvation of the lost, and the spiritual proﬁt
of His people.

The Rev Gerald Hamstra of Canada
has kindly agreed to serve the Society as
its President, and the following gentlemen
have agreed to serve the Society as
Vice-Presidents:

Brethren, pray for us!
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Report of the

Overview of my role


W

hilst the descriptions of others’
roles immediately help to identify
the primary responsibilities of
the role, my own job title is capable of
considerable ﬂexibility. It has a faintly
medical or military ﬂavour to it, neither of
which is entirely irrelevant. If the Society
were to be compared to an army—a rather
complex array of soldiers worldwide—the
Operations Director could rightly be seen
as a strategist, taking a leading hand in
planning present and future campaigns
and coordinating eﬀorts to reach an agreed
objective. Equally, if ‘surgery’ is required
on a day-to-day basis, with the Society’s
activities as ‘the patient’, it is the task of the
Operations Director to lead the team in the
theatre, and to ensure that all are doing
their job to the utmost of their ability, to
enable the patient to recover, God willing.
A timely addition to these thoughts arose
from my devotions recently, when I came
across what I thought was a rather apt
Biblical epithet for my role, in 1 Chronicles
26.29 (cf. Nehemiah 11.16): ‘Of the
Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons were for
the outward business over Israel, for
oﬃcers and judges’ (emphasis mine).

Record 596, for July-September 2011,
you will note that I have responsibility for
the Deputation Speakers, the warehouse
operation and the Grants and Sales
Departments. My trusty PA, John Edwards,
also works alongside the General Secretary,
Paul Rowland, serving both our needs
exceedingly well, praise God. In terms
of my work with the Sales and Grants
Departments, dealing day-to-day with
many of our members and supporters, as
well as with Christian bookshops, churches,
congregations, assemblies, missionaries
and evangelists worldwide, plus thousands
who crave the Word of God but cannot
aﬀord to purchase copies, it is indeed very
accurate to state that my role entails ‘the
outward business of the Society’. This is
the more so, given the frequent contact I
have with most of our overseas branches,
as, for example, I am privileged to be the
Chairman of TBS (Australia) and to serve on
the Board of Directors of TBS (Canada).
Furthermore, as our warehouse staﬀ
are responsible for the safe onward
journey of millions of Bibles, New
Testaments, Gospels, calendars, tracts,
booklets, bookmarks and leaﬂets, it is my
responsibility to ensure that our customers
and grantees receive a ﬁrst class service,

By reference to the UK management
structure chart published in Quarterly
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and if anything goes wrong, to put things
right!

seeking another person to take on this
aspect of the work, all the more so as I near
retirement age in 2013, but no doubt the
role will have to be redeﬁned in the light of
our experience in the last twelve months.

Finally, in terms of outward business, I
must mention our Deputation Speakers,
Dr David Allen and Mr Graham Chewter.
Both men travelled many miles in 2011,
being enabled by the Lord to undertake
engagements all over the United Kingdom
on behalf of the Society. The load was
particularly heavy for them last year
as they took a good number of extra
meetings because of the greater proﬁle
of the Authorised Version in its four
hundredth anniversary year.

In the meantime, it falls mainly to me to
lead the Sales and Grants team and to
ensure continuity on the promotion and
marketing side. I would greatly appreciate
prayer as we seek the Lord’s leading for the
future of this aspect of the work, and seek
to learn the lessons of what we embarked
upon in the past year. I am thankful,
though, for the close working relationship
with my fellow directors, David Broome
and Philip Hopkins, as we labour together
under the leadership of our General
Secretary.

Sales, Development

and Grants
Manager

Sales and Grants


In last year’s Annual Report, brief mention
was made of our new member of staﬀ
Mr Andrew Clarke, who had taken up the
important role of Sales, Development
and Grants Manager. For several months,
Andrew worked with me, located in
the Sales and Grants oﬃce, and from
the outset took on a most helpful
supervisory role in that area. His main
brief, however, was to identify various
openings, challenges and opportunities for
developing the Society’s work and strategy
in the realm of promotion, marketing and
integration with new technologies. It is
with genuine sadness that I have to report
that the relationship with Andrew did
not work out as we would have wished,
resulting in the Society parting company
with him a few months ago. We wish
Andrew and his wife, Sandra, the Lord’s
richest blessing for the future.

Under the new structure (c.f. Quarterly
Record 596, July-September 2011) we have
combined these departments that formerly
operated as separate entities, into one. We
identiﬁed that there were considerable
synergies between the two, and that they
are each, in eﬀect, an outworking along
one continuum of the same principles of
providing copies of the Scriptures.
To as many as can aﬀord to pay, we seek
to sell Bibles and smaller portions of God’s
Word, either at catalogue or discounted
prices, taking into consideration what the
purchaser wants to do with them. We oﬀer
trade discounts to shops, who will expect
to make a return on the price they pay us
as they would normally sell the items at
our catalogue prices. If churches wish to
buy Scriptures to use in their worship or
outreach activities, or they or individuals
want to distribute the Scriptures freely,
we oﬀer attractive discounts to encourage
that. Where there are no resources to pay,
usually in the Third World, we are delighted
to grant single or small quantities of

Andrew’s departure leaves a considerable
gap as he set in motion a number of
initiatives that now have to be set to one
side while we prayerfully consider how
to proceed. The Society will eventually be
6
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Scriptures free of charge, but if the request
is for stock for free distribution, we seek to
authenticate the application by obtaining
references, vetting the doctrinal beliefs of
potential recipients and doing what we
can to ensure the acceptable use of our
Scriptures.

seeks to place many thousands of special
Diamond Jubilee edition Bibles into the
hands of children up and down the United
Kingdom, and worldwide through our
branches and auxiliaries.

Our team of three Sales and Grants staﬀ
now operate largely interchangeably
between the two disciplines, but where
there is much greater experience or
capability in one rather than the other, we
will make use of that. Thus, whereas James
Galbraith concentrates upon the sales side,
his colleagues Anne Newman and Louise
Lynch devote much of their activity to the
grants programme, turning their hand to
assisting with the sales as well. Although
there are less resources available for grants
at the moment, that does not lessen the
workload; if anything it makes the task
much more challenging as we have to
make diﬃcult choices and partial grants,
rather than being able to fulﬁl grants
requests in full.

From a ministry
F
i i t iin O
Ossett,
tt England
E l d

T

hought you would be interested to
see a picture we received from one of
the schools we gave the Bibles to. A
teacher told me that it was too wet for the
children to play out that day and she found
them all sitting round reading their new
Bibles in the classroom! (It was a day when
uniforms weren’t required by the way!). We
have given away over 800 to local schools,
so we can be sure the Bible is in quite a few
homes locally and pray that it will be read
and the Spirit will move the hearts of the
readers. We have also put some in our shop
window, and a few passers-by have stopped
in wanting the Bibles for grandchildren.

The Diamond Jubilee

Bible Project
Whereas in 2011 the Sales Department of
the Society devoted much of its energies to
supplying many thousands of copies of our
special items published in commemoration
of the 400th anniversary of the Authorised
Version, 2012 sees the celebration in the
UK and throughout the Commonwealth
of the royal Jubilee, the 60th anniversary
of the accession to the throne of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. As highlighted
in last year’s Report, explained at the
Annual General Meeting and covered
in our Quarterly Record 597, October
to December 2011, our project involves
canvassing over one thousand of our
supporting churches to encourage their
prayerful cooperation in a venture that

I am delighted to report that the ﬁrst
printing of ten thousand Jubilee Bibles
sold out very quickly, within less than
two months of production. The second
printing of twenty-ﬁve thousand copies
arrived towards the end of May and many
thousands of this second printing were
shipped out almost immediately as the
majority of the larger orders were geared
towards special distribution eﬀorts around
the time of the Jubilee celebrations in
7
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of course, feature in the letters pages
of the Quarterly Record, ‘The Word of
God among all Nations’, but here Anne
Newman, our Grants Oﬃcer, has supplied
some additional thoughts.

June. We anticipate further demand from
this second printing towards the end of the
UK academic year in July. We also made a
point of ordering several hundred copies
in the second printing that incorporate the
metrical Psalms, mainly for our brethren in
Scotland.

When one is asked to write such a report,
the ‘highlight’ really is to discover and be
reminded of all that was sent as a grant
(or purchased for that matter) during
2011. It suddenly dawns on me what an
amazing work this is; although we can get
so bogged down with the daily routine of
paperwork, etc. (and quite rightly so: all
should be done correctly and in order as
for any business), yet the task that is before
us is quite a remarkable one, not bettered
by anything else bar the preaching of the
Word. It is such a wonderful privilege.

It is our earnest and prayerful hope that
by the time this report is presented at the
Annual General Meeting in September,
we may be anticipating a third printing,
as we see orders for this commemorative
edition of the Bible continuing to ﬂow in.
Certainly, we have been delighted to hear
of the initiatives of a number of supporting
churches and auxiliaries, which have
embraced the concept wholeheartedly
and worked hard in talking to principals of
local schools, not to mention prisons
and other local institutions, gaining
opportunities to order many hundreds
or thousands of Bibles to distribute in
their locations.
Our Deputation Speakers have also
been quite heavily involved in raising
awareness of the Jubilee project, and
have been able to schedule additional
meetings either to accommodate
school assemblies or special church
meetings convened to publicise the
Jubilee initiative. For all the contacts
made during the course of this venture,
it is our desire that relationships forged
with schools and other institutions will
bear further fruit for the glory of God in
years to come.

SScripture
i t poster
t att Warrington
W i t Rail
R il Station,
St ti EEngland
l

A regular highlight is receiving the news
that children have memorised the Sabbath
School Learning Prize Fund verses and
are eagerly awaiting their Bibles; it is very
encouraging that parents and others
instruct children in their charge using the
Authorised (King James) Version. One
parent was so eager to school her children
in the Word of God that she required them
all regardless of age—even her six year
old—to learn the ‘senior’ level of verses, in
the hope that they would each receive a
reference Bible!

Grants Programme
As in previous years a few snippets
referring to some of the free distributions
of the Scriptures that have taken place
during the past year are included for the
prayerful interest of our members and
supporters. Similar communications from
our many contacts around the world,
8
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TBS posters are silent witnesses displayed
on many UK railway stations and outside
many places of worship. Occasionally we
hear that they have been made a blessing
to a passer-by; only a few days ago we
heard of a nun who had just been out to
get some shopping at the request of her
Reverend Mother (sic) and she was really
struck by the text she saw. That text then
became the means of her leaving the
convent and attending the church where
the poster was seen and subsequently
becoming a Christian. Although we are not
entirely sure that it was a TBS poster she
saw, we rejoice anyway. This is just another
example of how the Word of God is ‘quick,
and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword’ (Hebrews 4.12).

other gratifying reports, like those below,
concerning their impact.
Although certain phrases and expressions
used in these extracts may not be
doctrinally accurate or in correct English,
we reproduce the letters essentially as
received, knowing that the Lord is using
His Word to the glory of His Name and
the furtherance of His Kingdom as the
Scriptures are distributed among the
nations of the world.
From Nigeria: Many people in this part
of the country have actually benefited by
having free access to the Bible, the Word
of God. We give them out to the young
Christian believers—especially those who
have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as
their personal Saviour.

We delight in being able to give Scriptures
to visitors who come to Tyndale House. Not
so long ago a lady, who happened to have
a Persian husband, was giving out secular
leaﬂets in the area and was delighted to
take for him a Gospel according to John in
Farsi. She was equally delighted to receive
a Diamond Jubilee Bible, although her
native tongue was not English. Delivery
men or postmen have also been given
Bibles on occasion, usually by warehouse
staﬀ.

Another letter from Nigeria: Through
the testimonies from beneficiaries, it
is obvious that the circulation of these
Scriptures [calendars] has contributed
to bringing many to Christ, reviving the
lukewarm, paving the way for repentance
and repairing the broken spiritual altars
of many by helping their prayer lives and
strengthening their quiet times. In view of
this, I therefore strongly recommend the
continued circulation of these Scriptures.

On a number of university campuses, TBS
bookmarks have been distributed and just
an isolated text has proved a blessing to
some who have received them.

Another comment was received from
Kenya on receipt of the Golden Thoughts
Calendars; although they arrived late…
they arrived in time for Good Friday and I
distributed them to Christians who were
overjoyed in getting them. They asked me
to pass on their appreciation to you and
to tell you that they had prayed to God for
Him to enable you to continue printing
more GTC to reach every corner of the
earth. May God bless you.

During 2011, substantial grant shipments
of various Scriptures—Bibles, New
Testaments, calendars, posters and small
booklets in numerous languages—have
been sent to Albania, Armenia, Chad,
Ghana, India, Kenya, Lithuania, Northern
Ireland, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Romania,
Switzerland, Uganda and Zimbabwe.

A port worker in the Republic of Ireland
says: I received Russian Bibles, Hungarian
Bibles…yesterday I gave away five
Hungarian Bibles from TBS which were

Sometimes we read or hear of how the
Scriptures granted to someone have been
used in changing their lives, and we receive
9
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sales)
sa in the early part of 2012.
The
Th commemorative Bible marking the
400th
40 anniversary of the Authorised
(King
(K James) Version was a real
encouragement
to many, particularly
en
during
a recession, and the booklet on
d
the
th history of the Authorised Version,
The
Th Authorised Version: a Wonderful
an Unfinished History (A124), so ably
and
written
by Mr. Peter Hallihan, sold in its
w
thousands—almost
22,000 as at 3 May
th
2012.
20
One
O ﬁnal highlight is when someone
reads ‘The Word of God Among all
Nations’ section in the Quarterly Record
and then wants to send Scriptures to one
of the correspondents in order to help
them further in their ministry. This is also a
great encouragement to us and of course
to those who receive the Scriptures.

SScripture
criipture
t distribution
distrib
t ibuti
tion amongst
amongstt sailors
saililors in
in the
th USA
USA

the last remaining, God’s Word is precious
and will not return void. On behalf of
ourselves and the thousands of seafarers
helped and encouraged over many years,
thank you.
Such expressions of gratitude could be
multiplied over and over again.

We rejoice for what we are able to do,
but we will be especially delighted when
we can again grant Spanish, French and
Romanian Bibles. We are thankful that the
Gospel according to John in Spanish began
to be circulated last year, and are pleased
that the Gospel according to Luke in
Romanian is also now available. Granting
Scriptures to those who cannot aﬀord
them is a vital part of our work and we pray
for the Lord’s blessing to be upon it.

Many of our sales customers also give
away Scriptures and we are delighted
that they are able to pay for these items
and distribute them to all manner of
people and places. Some have a ministry
to those they meet on the train and tube
in the cities; others visit country fairs
where they will often meet Gypsies who
gladly receive the Word; some manage to
distribute to schools or on street corners
in open air preaching; and ﬁnally others
run market stalls and meet people of many
nationalities. The popular Scripture leaﬂet
tracts were distributed in their thousands
during 2011. We even have a church which
in 2011 started to buy camouﬂage Bibles
and copies of the pocket Daily Light to
distribute free of charge to each soldier in
their local barracks, in the knowledge that
many of these soldiers were about to leave
to serve in Afghanistan. So far 1,133 copies
of the Daily Light and 883 camouﬂage
Bibles have been distributed (including

News from the Branches
Each year in our Annual Report, we include
greetings from our ﬁve branches, and
these are appended below, together with
a few words concerning the activities in
which they were engaged during the
course of 2011.
Mention will be made elsewhere under the
Editorial Report of the Maori project upon
which our colleagues in New Zealand have
been concentrating. They say:
10
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Looking at the circumstances, there
might be much about which to be
dismayed. But looking to the God of
circumstances, we see His Word being
conﬁrmed. We live in a time in which
many branches of Christianity have
been and are cast forth, and some of
which are withering away. All this is
just
conﬁrmation
j a
of the
t Word
of G
God. TBS
(New
(Ne Zealand),
the remotest
branch
of the
bra
Society,
is a
So
conﬁ
con rmation
that
tha God’s
Word
Wo will be
brought
to the
br
ends
en of the
world.
wo

and largely replaced by modern
translations based on modern texts.
We rejoice that that old translation,
slightly edited and updated, will soon
be published by the Trinitarian Bible
Society, and look forward to being able
to distribute it.
We pray that the result may be that this
God, who ‘was manifest in the ﬂesh’,
will not only be ‘preached unto the
Gentiles’, but also believed on in this
part of the world (1 Timothy 3.16).
Berend de Boer
Chairman, TBS (New Zealand)
The completion of the revision of the
Portuguese Bible has received much of the
focus of our Brazilian oﬃce. Our colleagues
in Brazil report:
Dear Brethren,

The
Th scientiﬁc
opinion
of
op
times
past
t
Maori/English Gospel according to John
was
w that
the equator
was too hot to cross, and that the
inhabitants of the Antipodes would live
forever unaware of those living in the
Northern Hemisphere. But here we are:
not only are we aware of other Englishspeaking peoples, but we know and
love the Northern Hemisphere’s best
Bible, the Authorised (King James)
Version, which continues to be used in
churches and distributed on the streets
of New Zealand.

Greetings, in the precious name of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to all who
support the work of TBS around the
world.
The transition period which
commenced in 2010 is nearing
completion. This transition has seen
several adaptations. The ﬁnal stage
includes producing Bibles with
larger font to meet the Portuguese
readers’ needs for larger type,

However, the ﬁrst people to arrive
on these shores were not English
speakers, but Maori. If God wills, we
will soon distribute the Word of God
again in a faithful translation in the
language of those original inhabitants.
The 19th century Maori translation
had been much loved by them, but
has been unavailable for a long time
Showroom of TBS (Brazil)

11
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restructuring Sociedade Bíblica Trinitariana
do Brasil to a task-oriented organizational
structure such as that implemented recently
by our International Headquarters in London,
and strengthening the working relationship
between London, the other branches and
SBTB.

volunteers and all those involved in
any way with Trinitarian Bible Society
(USA).

Royalty agreement –
whole Bibles:

70,000

Royalty agreement –
New Testaments:

8,259,850

Royalty agreement –
Scripture portions:

1,860,000

by the Gospel according to John
program that we are carrying out
in conjunction with SermonAudio.
com. In 2011 alone we distributed
more than 30,000 copies of the
Society’s Authorised (King James)
Version Gospel according to John in
settings that were printed speciﬁcally
for SermonAudio.com. We have also
depleted the ﬁrst lot of 100,000 copies
of the more generic setting of John’s
Gospel, and have just printed an
additional 125,000 copies.

Truly we may say, “The LORD hath
done great things for us; whereof
we are glad” (Psalm 126:3). While the
work is never without its challenges,
we may say that the past year has
The ties between London and SBTB
been encouraging for us in many
were strengthened even more with the
nomination of our president, Rev. Dr. Thomas respects, and we wish to share just a
L. Gilmer, as one of the vice-presidents of the few of these tokens of the Lord’s favor.
Society. We count this a great honor.
In the Lord’s provision, we were
By God´s grace we are experiencing growth enabled to pay oﬀ the remaining debt
on the additional warehouse and
even during our transition period, as
expressed through the distribution numbers oﬃce space acquired two years ago.
It is anticipated that this increased
from May 2011 through April 2012:
warehouse facility will be much
needed and used for the Spanish Bible
Bible sales:
193,497
and other Spanish products, once that
project is completed in the coming
New Testament sales:
6,522
years, God willing.
Scripture portion sales:*
451,700
We have also been encouraged

Total circulation:

10,841,569

*Scripture portion sales not included in circulation
figures on page 17

Christian Greetings,
Pr. Harold Ralph Gilmer
Executive Secretary, Sociedade Bíblica
Trinitariana do Brasil
Our USA General Secretary in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, has devoted much of his time to the
Spanish Bible revision project. He says:
We wish to send you our warmest Christian
greetings on behalf of the Board, staﬀ,
12

We also continue to be encouraged
by the ever-increasing number of
requests for Bibles received from
prisoners. In 2011 we sent more than
1,000 individual copies to prisoners
from all corners of this vast country.
May the Lord grant that, as Manasseh
of old (2 Chronicles 33), many
prisoners may be wrought upon by the
Lord’s Spirit, particularly as they read
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to the Lord of Sabaoth. Without His
blessing,
our work will not prosper;
bl
without
His blessing it will not yield
w
spiritual
fruit.
sp

TBS (USA)

God’s Word, and come to know that
the Lord is God!
The interest in God’s Word and in
the work of the Society continues
to humble us. Above all, may the
Lord bless His Word to the hearts
of those who receive it, and that all
may be done, here at TBS (USA) and
in the Society’s work throughout the
world, with that one goal in mind:
God’s honor and glory through the
conversion of lost sinners.

However,
in Canada, just as in other
Ho
Western
nations, the indiﬀerence
W
to the Lord and His Word is turning
into
in hostility toward the Lord and
the
th Holy Scriptures. Despite these
discouragements,
we must remember
d
that
th He is the Lord of Sabaoth, the
Lord
L of hosts. Hee has blessed His Word
to the salvation
of multitudes
in the past and
can do so again
both at home
and abroad (cf.
Zechariah 8:6ﬀ ).
A recipient
of a grant of
Scriptures well
sums up the
importance of
this work.

With best wishes in our Lord Jesus
Christ,

Greetings
TBS (Canada)
from Malawi in the
th name off
our Lord Jesus Christ. I write
to express our gratitude towards
your gift of 1,000 Bibles to our
church. We have received the gift
with much gratitude. It is our prayer
that the Lord will grant us much
wisdom in the use of these Bibles.
We plan to share this gift with the
people to whom we are reaching
out, sister churches and like-minded
ministries. The Lord has been
blessing our church with much
grace; we are slowly growing and
have ﬁlled up our small building so
we have no more seats. Pray with
us that we secure a new place as
soon as possible. We are praying
and looking for a building that can

William Greendyk
General Secretary, TBS (USA)
Our Branch in Canada has been engaged
in expanding its premises recently, and
supporters in that country have also been
remarkably generous in sponsoring a
number of editorial projects, of which
you will read more in the report from our
Resources Director. Our Canadian General
Secretary says:
In His goodness and forbearance, the
Canadian Branch may look back to an
encouraging 2011. Many supporters
attended our meetings, purchased
an increasing number of ‘our’ Bibles,
and contributed generously to the
Society. Most importantly, many also
commended the Society and its work
13
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accommodate all of us to worship as
a body and accommodate growth
numerically.

Board of Directors. In last year’s report
we had much to say about changes on
the Board, which were occasioned by
ill health, and in 2011 this sad trend
continued. The Rev. Malcolm Stuart, the
President of TBS (Australia) and a stalwart
of the work for many years, at last had to
acknowledge after valiant eﬀorts that his
health could not stand up to the rigours
of the work, so he laid aside his charge
in December. Additionally, despite our
earlier hopes that Mr John Marshall would
recover strength suﬃciently to rejoin
the Board, that improvement has not
materialised.

Thanks for your support and
prayers,
On behalf of TBS (Canada), I wish
you well and pray that the Lord may
command His blessing.
Adrian Stoutjesdyk
General Secretary, TBS (Canada)
It just remains for me to mention the
branch in Australia, in which I have a
particular interest as Chairman of its

However, one piece of encouraging news
is that Mr Richard van Dorp, who was one
of the directors until his health declined
a few years ago, has now recovered
to the extent that he has rejoined the
Board on the basis that he will do what
he can as God enables. Richard works in
tandem with Mr Alan Brown, our National
Secretary and Company Secretary, who
lives all the way across the continent in the
west near Perth. It is particularly helpful
that Richard resides in Grafton near the
branch premises, so that he can watch
over things in the oﬃce. Mrs Denell White
has resumed employment in the Grafton
oﬃce, and has proved herself most
capable, for which we are very grateful to
the Lord, particularly with staﬀ and board
members in Australia proving so hard to
ﬁnd. We continue to solicit prayer that the
Lord will bring to us more good men in
Australia to join our Board of Directors.

From St Arnaud, Victoria,
Australia

T

he attached picture from the Bible
Museum in Australia is of the
presentation of one of the Jubilee
Bibles to the State Governor of Victoria. He
and his wife were doing an official tour of
this country region, and spent half an hour at
the Bible Museum. We presented a suitably
inscribed copy of your Queen’s Diamond
Anniversary Bible (collector’s edition) to
him!

One ﬁnal note from Australia is that
Mr Christopher Tuck has formally resigned
his deputation role. He is now serving a
variety of congregations across Australia,
and his endeavours are particularly
appreciated amongst the Aboriginal
Christians in the west. Latterly the Society
did not have the ﬁnancial resources to
support Mr Tuck’s nationwide deputation
14
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eﬀorts which had hitherto proved
valuable, but we take this opportunity
of recording our thanks for his services.
It is the earnest hope of the Board, both
in Australia and in London, that the
resources available will one day suﬃce to
renew deputation work in order to raise
awareness of the Society in that vast land
of Australia, and that the Lord will raise up
suitable men to undertake such a task.

Coupled with the departure for health
reasons of the National and Company
Secretary, Mr Geoﬀ Kidd, mentioned in
last year’s Annual Report, the absence
of these men has been keenly felt. All
have laboured much in the Lord, like
the beloved Persis (Romans 16.12)
and we wish them a time of rest and
recuperation, and a full and speedy
recovery.

Our Australian brethren report:

With Christian Greetings
Alan Brown
National Secretary, TBS (Australia)

Greetings in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. The Australian Branch’s
activities in the past year have
included the distribution of some
hundreds of Bibles to our Aboriginal
brethren in Western Australia. These
Bibles have been kindly donated by
our supporters in Australia.

Gereformeerde
Bijbelstichting (GBS)
This past year has seen a deepening of the
relationship between our two societies, as
we have had some meetings speciﬁcally
convened in order to discuss projects
upon which we may readily collaborate.
It is a joy to report that there has already
been approval from GBS to provide
ﬁnancial support towards the printing and
distribution of the Armenian Bible and
the Ndebele Bible, and for the Society’s
revision of the Chinese Union Bible. There
are also ongoing discussions between
the Society and GBS to ﬁnd further ways
in which we can collaborate. May the
Lord be pleased to continue this fruitful
partnership, as we anticipate welcoming
several representatives from GBS in
September to our Annual General Meeting.

Our oﬃce in Grafton, New South
Wales, operates every day and is there
to support our sales and enquiries.
However, some of our activities there
have been reduced because of the
worldwide economic downturn.
Nevertheless, the Society is keen to
maintain and then expand the work
in Australia, and the temporary pause
in the extent of its activities there is
not to be seen as indicating a phased
withdrawal. Indeed, the Society is
prayerfully seeking men who can
undertake promotion of our work on
a local basis, which we trust will be
the beginning of a replacement for
the wide-ranging deputation work in
which we could once aﬀord to engage.

Our General Committee

During 2012 we were sad to see men
of stature step down from the Board of
Directors through ill-health. Both our
President, the Rev. Malcolm Stuart, and
his fellow Director, Mr John Marshall,
have struggled for a long time
against various inﬁrmities, and during
2011 they eventually had to resign.

Once again I would like to convey thanks
to the Lord for the members of our
General Committee, nearly all very busy
ministers of the Gospel. It has been a
pleasure to serve under their auspices,
and I know that I speak for all the senior
management and staﬀ in saying that.
15
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There have been just two changes to
our Committee since our last Report, not
counting Mr Graham Bidston, who laid
aside his charge for reasons of inﬁrmity, as
was reported last year.

pray that the Lord will bring them safely
through. A recent appeal for voluntary
help has yielded a good response, and
this helps remind all the staﬀ who work at
Tyndale House what an immense privilege
it is to be engaged in this work. We might
well echo the words of the penitent
prodigal in Luke 15.19, ‘Make me as one of
thy hired servants’, yet our gracious God
continues to treat us all in grace, assigning
to us the great task of setting forth reliable
and faithful translations of His Word into
an ever more ungrateful and unheeding
world.

At the same time as Mr Bidston stepped
down, the Rev. John MacLeod, the
minister of the London congregation of
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
also intimated that he would like to resign
owing to his heavy commitments. We are
very grateful to Mr MacLeod for his eﬀorts
on Committee, under God, and formally
record thanks here for that.
While this report was being drafted in
May 2012, another from Mr MacLeod’s
church, the Rev. John Goldby, the minister
of the Larne Congregation of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland in
Northern Ireland, signiﬁed his willingness
to serve, as requested by the General
Committee, and he duly took up his post
at the May Committee meeting.

Conclusion
There is much to encourage us in these
dark days. The response to the Society’s
400th anniversary commemorative Bible,
the considerable demand for the Diamond
Jubilee edition in order that many
thousands of youngsters may have one,
the Lord’s favour upon us in being enabled
to reduce our ﬁnancial deﬁcit, and even
the arrival of a very large unsolicited and
completely unexpected donation while
I was compiling this report, all combine
to reassure us that the Lord wishes this
endeavour to continue. Therefore, in spite
of our unbelief and the opposition our
work faces, we press on, mindful of the
words of Romans 9.20: ‘Nay but, O man,
who art thou that repliest against God?’

Our staff
Apart from Andrew Clarke, mentioned
earlier, there have been no changes to
our staﬀ in London in the past year. Once
again I would like to pay tribute to the
diligence and commitment of the staﬀ
for another year; we thank God for them.
Two have suﬀered bouts of serious illness
and are undergoing treatment, and we
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Distribution totals for the year ended 31 December 2011
Sales

Total
2011
2010

2011

2010

336,655

324,928

24,004

32,055

360,659

356,983

8,344,887

5,260,467

15,191

21,277

8,360,078

5,281,744

Portions

591,218

679,764

1,393,183

1,195,712

1,984,401

1,875,476

Golden Thoughts
Calendars

38,089

42,887

585,939

763,531

624,028

806,418

Words of Life
Calendars

395,554

400,451

117,024

221,369

512,578

621,820

Leaﬂets

369,648

369,094

20,650

101,132

390,298

470,226

Text Cards

174,144

148,463

23,498

77,118

197,642

225,581

10,250,195

7,226,054

2,179,489

2,412,194

12,429,684

9,638,248

Bibles1
New Testaments2

17

Total

Notes: (1) Includes 70,320 Portuguese Bibles (2010: 60,000) produced in 2011 with other publishers under Royalty Agreement.
(2) Includes 8,259,850 (2010: 5,188,350) Portuguese New Testaments produced in 2011 in association with other organisations.
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Grants
2011
2010
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by THE REV. G. HAMSTRA
the President of the Society

T

hen he called for a light,
and sprang in, and came
trembling…and said, Sirs, what
must I do to be saved? And they
said, Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved…
Acts 16.29–31

T

them severely whipped and then cast
into prison. However, Paul and Silas
were not unhappy, for the Lord was
with them. Their hearts were filled with
peace, so that in this night of suffering
they sang praises to God. Their fellow
prisoners listened with surprise.

he question asked by the
Philippian jailor and the answer
provided by Paul and Silas strike
precisely and simultaneously at the core
of man’s deepest need and at the heart
of the Biblical message of salvation.
It was an extraordinary occasion: Paul
and Silas were persecuted
for preaching
p
the Gospel.
They were brought
b
before the rulers,
who unjustly had
w

Suddenly, a great earthquake rocked
the foundations of the prison. All doors
flew open. The bands and fetters fell off
the prisoners. The jailor awoke and was
terrified, for he could be charged with a
18
18

181st Annual Report for the year ending 31 December 2011
breach of trust in letting the prisoners
escape. He drew his sword and was
about to kill himself. Paul saw what he
planned to do. Although the jailor had
mistreated them, Paul was moved with
compassion. He cried out, ‘Do thyself
no harm: for we are all here’ (v. 28). The
jailor asked for a light and ran quickly
into the inner prison. Struck by the
Holy Spirit with a deep conviction of
his guilt and danger, he fell down before
Paul and Silas and asked, ‘Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?’ Paul must have
been deeply moved by this question.
The jailor was in great spiritual need. He
needed someone who understood him
well.
What is the real significance of the
jailor’s question? It is important that we
look into this carefully. What must I do
to be saved? There are two sides to this
inquiry, a negative one and a positive
one. On the one hand the question is,
how can I be delivered from a great evil,
from my sin and guilt, from the wrath
of God and from eternal ruin? On the
other hand, we have here a living desire
and a deep longing for a great good, for
divine forgiveness, a craving for the love
of God, for eternal life.

sin. He is just; He must punish rebellion
against His holiness. When the Holy
Spirit convinces us of sin, righteousness
and judgment, this question becomes
the most weighty concern of our life.
Has this issue regarding the salvation
of your immortal soul ever become a
serious personal matter to you? Nothing
is more grieving than the neglect
of these solemn truths. Alas, it is so
often the case that this grave reality
is overlooked or brushed aside as if it
were but a trifle. If this question has
never been
the burning
concern of
your heart
and life,
you do not
really believe
what the
Bible teaches
regarding the seriousness of our lost
natural condition. Oh, plead then with
the Lord that He may be pleased to
deliver you from the deceit that blinds
your heart. Those who do not want to
take this question to heart will never
find true comfort in the valuable answer
that Paul and Silas provided.

Never before had the jailor been so
burdened by a sense of sin and guilt.
With this question burning in his
heart, he longed for the only true
answer. When we read the Bible, being
enlightened by the Holy Spirit’s grace,
we notice that each human being is a
sinner and that sin is no trivial concern.
It is the greatest evil, because
it estranges people from God. It causes
a distance between the Lord and our
heart. The Lord can never approve of

Paul and Silas gave the only correct reply.
This answer is brief, understandable, and
complete. The missionaries pointed the
convinced jailor to the Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Saviour. There is no other name
given under heaven whereby we may
be saved. His name is Jesus. That name
means He shall save His people from
their sins (Matthew 1.21). The Lord Jesus
is the only Saviour of the lost. Salvation
is complete in Him. He is able to save
the very chief of sinners. He came to
199
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other ‘saviours’. To faith, He is the only
One.

this earth out of love for the Father’s will
and good pleasure. He came likewise
out of love for lost sinners. None can be
compared to this dear Saviour.
As Surety and Mediator He satisfied
God’s justice when He died as the Just
in the place of the unjust. The sinner
himself can never satisfy the justice
of God; rather, he daily increases his
spiritual debts. To satisfy the justice of
God means nothing less than to bear the
punishment of sin and to render perfect
obedience to the entire Law of God. The
way of grace in harmony with divine
justice is the only way of peace. Therefore
the Lord Jesus is necessary as Mediator.
All that the sinner needs can be found
in Christ. He is the only Fountain of
salvation.

In that night Paul and Silas explained
the truths of the Gospel more fully to
the jailor and his family. How wonderful
and blessed was this night’s meeting!
The attentive hearers listened with
amazement to the rich message of the
grace of God. They were drawn by
everlasting love. Later on in the night
they all made confession of their faith in
God, Who can only be known in and by
Jesus Christ. All members of this family
were baptized in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Truly it may be repeated here what the
Lord Jesus once said in the house of
Zacchaeus, ‘This day is salvation come to
this house’ (Luke 19.9).

What then is the value of faith? True
saving faith is a grace that unites people
to Christ. According to God’s Word, to
believe in Christ is the same as coming
to Christ. Coming to Christ is the fruit
of a soul’s appreciation of Him as He is
presented to us in the Gospel. Coming to
Christ is a wholehearted turning to Him.
It is an embracing of Him on His own
conditions. It is a looking away from all

How blessed is it to know Christ by a
living faith. Nothing can be compared to
that blessedness. Those who know that
grace, cannot fathom the great wonder
of divine mercy. They give all the glory
to God the Father, Who drew them in
irresistible love to God the Son, Who
redeemed by His blood, and to God the
Holy Spirit, Who sanctified His Word to
their hearts.
Ruins of ancient Philippi
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Report of
the Editorial Director
Opening remarks

T

he Society’s annual report gives each contributor the opportunity to pause and
reﬂect on the way that the Lord has brought us over the past year, and it is right that
this report opens with an acknowledgment to the Lord’s great faithfulness, mercy
and love throughout this time. We are unworthy servants, and our best is stained and
marred with sin, yet the Lord sees ﬁt to use poor, feeble instruments like ourselves for the
furtherance of His work. The frailty of life was made very apparent to us in the Editorial
Department as, at diﬀerent times, two senior members of the team had to undergo
hospital treatment during the course of the year. We are thankful, though, that in both
cases a good recovery has been made.

400th anniversary of the Authorised Version
The year 2011 was particularly busy, with the 400th anniversary of the Authorised (King
James) Version leading to additional requests from the public, media and supporters
for information and articles. We also had a very active programme of
publications as covered in a later
section of this report. We were
pleased that, in addition to the
strong sales of the booklet The
Authorised Version: A Wonderful
and Unfinished History, the 1611–
2011 commemorative timeline
proved very popular. A number of
exhibitions around the UK utilised
the Society’s full-size panels of this
pictorial timeline, and we also sold a
good number of the smaller printed
reproductions. Both editions of the
400th anniversary commemorative
Bibles sold out quite quickly, despite
From Saundersfoot, South Wales
their late arrival from the printers, and the
hought you might be interested in the
lessons learned from that episode were put
attached very good photo of the Junior
into practice in the preparation and printing
School children—198 Jubilee Bibles
of the special Diamond Jubilee Bibles, which
were presented by a church in Saundersfoot,
occupied a considerable portion of the
South Wales.
second half of last year.

T
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Quality
The Editorial Department has a strong remit to assure the quality of the Society’s
publications, both the quality of the content and the quality of the printing and
production, and in conjunction with the Resources Department visits were undertaken
to three of our main Bible printers during the course of the year. The aim of such visits
is to strengthen ties with the ﬁrms undertaking printing for the Society and to obtain
favourable commercial terms for the Society without compromising the quality of what
is received. The Society seeks to maintain good standards of quality, service and price
with its suppliers, and any fall in standards is discussed with them and remedial actions
put in place. It is pleasing that the establishment of closer relationships with some of our
core printers is bearing fruit in more favourable terms and conditions. As well as looking to
build quality up front through closer ties with our core printers, the Editorial Department
also checks the quality of the items on each incoming shipment. It is hoped that this holistic
approach to quality will not just maintain the high standards which the Society has always
sought to maintain, but lead to cost-eﬀective improvements in the goods received.

Project management and the Society’s new website
Another area in which the Editorial Department has been active during the past year
is project management. The Editorial Director has a very active role in the oversight of
our many translation and revision projects, supported by various members of his team.
Sometimes this oversight takes the form of guidance and direction from afar, but on some
projects more regular and frequent input is necessary. Nowhere was this day-to-day project
management required more than on the new website. Much of this daily oversight was
carried out by Peter Hughes, our Graphic Designer, who was involved with the project from
its inception back in 2009.
Peter, together with two other staﬀ members from Tyndale House, worked very hard to
ensure that the launch of our new website could take place during the year and it was with
much thankfulness that we were able to go live with www.tbsbibles.org in mid-December
2011. Integrating the branches, membership, donations, information and sales into one
complete website proved more complex than anyone had envisaged at the outset, but we
at the Society were nevertheless disappointed that it took so long to launch. However, we
would not wish to minimise the tremendous perseverance and commitment of the staﬀ
members who saw this project through to completion.
We trust that the website will prove to be a great asset for a number of years to come, and
would encourage all our members, supporters and friends to make good use of this facility.
The website contains a wealth of information about the work, witness and products of
the Society. The homepage has been set up to provide regular news features, with items
gleaned by our Deputation Speakers in the Recent News section, whilst some of the steady
streams of communications from our many contacts are supplied in the Contacts News
portion. In addition, there is a section giving regular news on our Translation and revision
projects, and a further section providing updates on new Products. The Sales part of the
new website includes secure online ordering, and very comprehensive information on
each of our products.
22
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The Westminster Reference Bible
e
The department’s heavy involvement in matters relating
ting
to the 400th anniversary of the Authorised Version, the
he
launch of the new website and the preparation of thee
special Diamond Jubilee Bible editions meant that work
ork
on ﬁnalising the Westminster Reference Bible had to
be deferred until the beginning of 2012. However, I
can report that, as I write this article, the sheets for
the Westminster Bible are being printed, and the
endpapers are also ready for printing; God willing, thee
two hardback editions will be ready for purchase in
August and the leather edition in October.
The Westminster Bible has been a very large
undertaking for us as a relatively small organisation,
but we trust that it will be of considerable beneﬁt
and blessing to all who have already ordered a
copy, and for those who are waiting for it to become
90C - colour hardback Westminster Bible
available. In addition to the actual layout of the
Scriptures, much work went into the preparation of the
prelims and appendices. The prelims include a gift presentation page, the Translators
to the Reader (the original preface to the 1611 Authorised Version) and the Epistle
Dedicatory. They also feature two new guides; the ﬁrst covers distinctive features of the
AV and the second the use of the Westminster Bible. The appendices comprise a table
of monies, weights and measures, and eight full-colour maps, both of which have been
newly prepared for this Bible, together with the Society’s standard list of pronunciations
of proper names and Daily Bible reading plan. A substantial concordance revised and
corrected from that found in the Cambridge Concord Bible is also included.

New publications
As mentioned earlier, the Society’s Editorial Department has been engaged in a very
active programme of publication, and since the last Annual Report the following items
have been published for the ﬁrst time.
 The Arabic Bible (with middle-vowelling)
 The Nepali Bible
 The Portuguese Bible (2011 revised edition) in Brazil
 The Diamond Jubilee Commemorative AV Bible (in two editions, hardback and
leather)
 The (Eastern) Armenian New Testament and Psalms (a new setting)
 Habakkuk and Romans in Catalan (in one volume)
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 The Gospel according to Luke in Romanian
 The Lord gave the Word in Dutch
 Two new Scripture text colouring books in Lithuanian
We are always particularly pleased when we are able to publish the entire Bible for
the ﬁrst time, and we have been delighted with the response to the publication of
the Nepali Bible. The ﬁrst printing of ten thousand copies in September 2011 was
gone within weeks. So a second printing of ten thousand copies was undertaken
straightaway and delivered speedily in December 2011, part to Kalimpong, India, and
part to Kathmandu, Nepal. The Society is very grateful to FirstBible International for
funding this second printing and helping to meet the strong demand there is among
Nepali speakers for this new edition of the Scriptures. During the past year, several
meetings took place with the two men primarily responsible for the translation of
these Scriptures, and in May 2012 the Editorial Director and the General Secretary were
able to visit Nepal and India to give thanks publicly for the work carried out and to see
ﬁrsthand these Scriptures in use. It was good to be able to promote the work of the
Society in this part of the world; God willing, a fuller report on this visit will be included
in Quarterly Record 601, October to December 2012.
Following the completion of the 2011 revision of the Society’s Portuguese Bible (with
new orthography decreed by the Brazilian government), the branch in Brazil has
embarked on a comprehensive restocking programme with many new editions of
the Bible being prepared. It is planned that the Brazilian branch will take the lead in
supplying the Portuguese Scriptures to our main customers around the world.

Publications pending
The planned programme of fairly imminent new publications is also very full. If the Lord
will, it is expected that over the coming twelve months the following items will be in
print for the very ﬁrst time:
 The Westminster Reference Bible (in three bindings)
 The Maori Bible
 The Ndebele Bible
 The (Eastern) Armenian Bible
 The Authorised Version Pocket New Testament and Psalms (a new setting)
 The Gospel according to John in Hebrew (in three editions: Hebrew alone,
Hebrew-Russian and Hebrew-English)
 The Gospel according to John in Catalan
 The Gospel according to Mark in Welsh
 The Lord gave the Word in French
24
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Both the Maori and Ndebele Bibles have been fully typeset and are ready to go to
print once a couple of technical questions have been resolved, whilst the Eastern
Armenian Bible is in the ﬁnal stages of typesetting with just a few ﬁnishing touches
required before it, too, can be prepared for printing. God willing, the new setting of
the Authorised Version Pocket New Testament and Psalms will be used in the
next production run of this item, and we hope that the better quality image will be
appreciated. The Gospel according to John in Hebrew has taken longer than expected
to prepare, but typesetting has now begun, and as reported in Quarterly Record 599,
April to June 2012, we plan to produce this in three diﬀerent editions—Hebrew,
Hebrew-English and Hebrew-Russian—in order to ensure good coverage of the Christian
and Messianic communities in Israel.

The long road to publication
This report has so far covered projects that have either been recently published or that,
God willing, will be published soon. In every case much groundwork is needed before
the Scriptures can be published. First of all, drafts are prepared by the revision and
translation teams doing the work, with the work being kept under constant review,
often with vigorous debate and discussion between diﬀerent members of the team. The
Society’s editorial consultants are involved at this stage, either working closely with the
team or slightly more removed in a more impartial consultative role. After a number of
drafts a ﬁnal draft then comes into being, and once ﬁnal reviews have taken place the
text is passed to the Society for checking.
Larry Brigden, the Society’s Senior Editorial Consultant, plays a lead role in assessing and
checking the conformance of the submitted texts to the Society’s distinctive principles,
and we are grateful to the Lord for bringing Larry to the Society at a time when we have
such an active stream of projects. If Larry is satisﬁed that the work meets the Society’s
standards he makes a recommendation, through the Editorial Director, to the Society’s
General Committee for approval for publication. Not infrequently, the department’s
check may show that the work is not immediately up to standard, and so the team are
asked to go back and improve particular aspects of their work. Once these points have
been addressed the work is reassessed by the Society.
After approval for publication is given by the Society’s General Committee, the ﬁnal
text can be passed over for typesetting. Firstly, a layout is decided and a typeset sample
is produced. Once an approved sample is in hand, typesetting of the whole text can
continue. The text then enters the process of proofreading. During this process, the text
is checked to ensure no omissions or additions have crept in during typesetting and in
addition such aspects as pagination and running heads are also checked. Eventually
the whole text is typeset, proofread and checked; the title page, title verso and other
essentials are added, and then the ﬁnal typeset text can be prepared for printing.
Underpinning these various stages is a wholehearted dependence on the Lord for
help—as recognised by the personnel involved in the work and by the Society’s editorial
staﬀ as they labour with those engaged day-to-day in the various projects.
25

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record, Issue Number 600 July to September 2012

The Society’s distinctive principles (contributed by
Larry Brigden)
The Editorial Department oversees the numerous translation projects of the Society
and has particular responsibility for ensuring that the distinctive principles of
the Society, particularly with regard to Bible translation, are fully and constantly
maintained in each of these projects. These distinctive principles are derived from the
Scriptures themselves. Thus, the principle of formal equivalence may be derived from
Romans 10.17, ‘faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God’. If the Word of
God is instrumental in the production of faith and faith is necessary for the extension
of the kingdom of God, then it is that Word of God which God will bless and not any
other word. It is therefore of great importance to adhere to the principle of formal
equivalence and produce faithful translations of the Word of God.
The important work of producing faithful translations requires clear conviction of the
Scriptural principles that apply to this work, as well as constant vigilance and humble
dependence upon Divine grace. Many obstacles may lie in the way of translation
work, either at the beginning, part way through or even, unexpectedly, at the end. The
obstacles may diﬀer from project to project so that the progress of each is peculiar to
itself and those obstacles often diﬀer widely from that of any other project. Very few
projects proceed essentially smoothly with few diﬃculties; some are attended with
great diﬃculty; others still, by far the majority, lie somewhere between these two.
Projects for providing sound Scriptures in various languages may be hindered in a
number of ways: lack of a suitable starting point for the work (existing translations
in a particular language may all use the Critical Text rather than the Traditional or
Received Text), lack of translator expertise in the original languages of the Scriptures,
lack of suitable people who are expert in the receptor language to check the resulting
translation, and lack of necessary ﬁnancial resources. At times, usually in the early
stages, projects may have to be laid aside when it becomes apparent that the translator
is not fully in agreement with the principles of the Society. Sadly, this has happened on
at least one occasion in the past year.
In the face of every hindrance there is need of patience, forbearance and a humble
waiting upon the Lord. Throughout all stages of the many projects in hand, the aim of
the Editorial Department remains ever the same: that faithful translations of the Word
of God be spread among all nations, and that, by this means, the gospel be preached to
‘every creature’ (cf. Mark. 16.15).

Translation and revision projects
Projects not yet close to publication still form the bulk of the thirty or so languages
in which the Society has active undertakings as it seeks to prepare Scriptures that are
accurate and trustworthy. Of these projects, the French, Spanish and Romanian have
been in progress for several years, and I will turn to these ﬁrst.
The French Martin Bible revision, reported on in Quarterly Record 598, January to March
2012, took some encouraging steps forward in 2011, and clear parameters have been
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implemented for the methodology. There is still a need for native French speakers to be
added to the team, but we acknowledge gratefully the oﬀers of help received so far this
year from other nationals with French language expertise. Sadly, one of the key team
members has been unwell this year, and prayer is sought for a swift restoration to good
health and strength.
Work on the Romanian Bible has
continued at a steady pace. The Gospel
according to Luke was published
earlier this year, and represents the ﬁrst
publication of our present revision.
About three-quarters of the Old
Testament has been revised by the
team in Romania, with some twoﬁfths checked by the review team in
Australia. In the New Testament, our
principal reviser is making ﬁnal checks
and work is complete on the four
Gospels, Acts, Romans and Revelation.
In the Lord’s providence, the project
remains on track for the complete
Bible to be published in 2014.

Romanian Words of Life Calendars

The Spanish Bible revision has picked up speed in recent months, and the regular
meetings of the executive revision committee with the General Secretary and Editorial
Director in Spain every six months have proved valuable in ensuring the work is
carried out eﬃciently and in addressing any sticking points. Hebrews, John, Mark,
and Matthew are now complete, and Luke is approximately ﬁfty per cent complete.
Various other books of the Bible have had some work done on them (Romans, 1 and 2
Thessalonians, Ezra, Nehemiah, Psalms), but these are still very much work in progress.
The current time-plan is for the New Testament revision work to be completed by
February 2013, with a view to publishing it toward the end of 2013, if the Lord will. In
parallel with the work on the New Testament, work is also due to start shortly on the
revision of the Old Testament for which two or three volunteers have been recruited to
carry out the initial, basic orthographic work.
Another project of great importance to the Society and many of our supporters is the
revision of the Chinese Union Version. A native Chinese pastor, well-versed in Biblical
Hebrew and Greek, is engaged in this work, and despite other heavy commitments, he
has completed the ﬁrst draft revision of a number of Scripture portions, including the
Gospel according to John. It is hoped that this will be ﬁnalised in the coming year, with
a limited initial quantity printed and circulated for feedback. If well-received, it is hoped
that a larger quantity could be printed towards the end of 2013, Lord willing.
India is home to several hundred languages: the SIL Ethnologue lists 415 living
languages for that massive country.1 At present the Society is involved in several Indian
language Bible projects. For several years, the Society has been working with a team
in Manipur, North East India, to check and revise our earlier Thadou New Testament,
principally to ensure its conformance to the Greek Received Text. The revision has been
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completed and, at the present time, a proofreading team in India continue to check the
New Testament closely for errors in grammar and vocabulary. God willing, the Society
plans to receive the completed manuscript this summer, and then to begin the long
process of typesetting. Publication of the Thadou New Testament is anticipated in 2014.
Also in the state of Manipur, India, the Society is working with a group in another tribal
language: Simte. Although the Simte Bible project was reported as dormant in last
year’s report, contact has been re-established with those working on this revision and
much to our joy it was found that work has been continuing. Recently we received
Genesis to Leviticus for evaluation, and the team continues to work on the rest of
the Old Testament. We have also been approached to consider working in Dimasa, a
language spoken by the Dimasa people in the states of Assam and Nagaland in North
East India.
It is a matter of sadness that we have had to conclude that we cannot progress with the
Bible being translated for the Angave people of Papua New Guinea, but since the last
report such disappointments, through God’s mercy, have been rare. A few projects like
the Bangla, Belarusian and Tamil have not progressed as we had hoped, although we
trust that this will change in the coming year. However, positive and steady progress
has been made in a number of other languages such as the Maltese, Shona and
Mongolian. It is a joy to report that a revision of the 1886 Amharic Bible has now
commenced, with a native Ethiopian pastor enthusiastically leading the work.
Our esteemed brother in the Lord Pooyan Mehrshahi, who spoke so ably at the Service
of Worship at the Society’s 2011 AGM, is working hard on the revision of the 1895 Farsi
Bible. In a recent meeting, the amount of work still to be done brought us to conclude
that it will probably be two more years before the text will be ready for publication. The
Dan/Gio project for the people of Liberia was reported on at length in Quarterly Record
597, October to December 2011, and we would ask the Lord’s people to remember the
team engaged in the revision of the Dan New Testament as they work in very diﬃcult
conditions in a country still suﬀering from the ravages of war.
Once again lack of space precludes us from writing in more detail on other projects,
however we are currently exploring the possibility of work in Hungarian, modern Greek,
Norwegian, Polish, Swahili, Thai and Tibetan. We are also prayerfully hopeful that work
in Pokot (Kenya) may be revitalised in the coming year. We continue to pray that the
Lord would raise up co-workers who could help us verify the text of the Bibles we have
in Lhaovo and Lisu, languages spoken in Burma and China.

The New Testament Translator’s Manual (contributed by
George Anderson)
One of the major projects being carried out by the Editorial Department is the
Translator’s Manual. This manual, when completed, is intended to provide direction and
expert help to translators working from the Biblical language texts. Such a resource
is especially needful in projects that are not blessed with people having detailed
expertise in Biblical Greek and Hebrew; and even where individuals have a working
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knowledge of these Biblical languages, the Translator’s Manual will provide additional
important guidance and support.
The bulk of this manual will be made up of the Translation Commentary, which
provides a detailed analysis of each verse of Scripture. Thus far, initial draft work has
been completed in the Translation Commentary from Matthew to Galatians inclusive,
with the addition of Philippians and the Epistles of John. Work is currently being
undertaken in the Prison Epistles, with analysis and writing continuing in the book of
Ephesians.
The ﬁrst draft work on each New Testament book has taken higher priority in the
preparation of the Translation Commentary than ﬁnalisation of any one book; but as
expected we have found that it will be necessary to revisit completed initial draft work
in order to adjust and adapt it to what we have learned to be better ways of preparing
the material. To help with this aspect of the work, we have revised the Translation
Commentary on the Gospel according to John to a more complete level in order to
produce a ﬁeld test edition. This ﬁeld test edition has been given to the team working
on the Amharic New Testament, and will provide us with feedback on the usefulness
of the Translation Commentary and on anything that can be added that will help the
translators. The initial comment from the main translator of the Amharic in relation to
this was very encouraging: this is ‘a grand resource to be used by generations to come;
it makes things clear. Thank you very much for this great work’.
Use of voice recognition software in the preparation of the Translator’s Manual has
increasingly saved a lot of time and is facilitating a greater rate of progress for this
important project, and demonstrates how modern technology is greatly assisting
the Society in its work. Please continue to pray for those engaged in this diﬃcult yet
rewarding work.

The Old Testament Translator’s Manual and other
projects
It is my pleasure to write that Albert Hembd has been able to commence the Old
Testament section of the Translator’s Manual, starting with the book of Judges. He has
also continued to work on a substantial book defending the sound textual basis of the
Authorised (King James) Version and other Reformation-era translations of the Word of
God. This work also addresses and refutes a number of the criticisms levelled against
the Biblical texts underlying these faithful and accurate versions. Albert continues to
be heavily involved in the revision of the Delitzsch Hebrew New Testament, and was
instrumental in ﬁnalising the 2011 revision of the Portuguese Bible.
Jillert Cammenga has been very much a key part of the French revision team, and has
worked tirelessly in this area. We are thankful that he was able last year to ﬁnish his
lengthy article dealing with the doctrine of the preservation of Scripture; this is now
being edited for publication. William Patterson’s crucial contribution to the Society’s
Spanish project must also be acknowledged, which has been undertaken alongside his
many other responsibilities, not least the translation of the Mongolian Scriptures.
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Lastly, thanks must be extended to all the editorial consultants located in various parts
of the world, for all their considerable eﬀorts during 2011, and for ‘going the extra mile’
on a number of occasions. Special thanks are also due to the team based in Tyndale
House—Dr Debra Anderson, Peter Hughes, Katherine Pulman and Deborah Skelton—
for their excellent support over the course of another year. Speciﬁc mention must also
be made of Peter Hallihan, who has continued to supply his popular country articles for
the Quarterly Record; we trust that he will be blessed with health and strength to carry
on this important contribution.

Conclusion
It has been a joy and privilege to work on so many diﬀerent projects through the year
with many diﬀerent people around the world. Modern technology has facilitated
communication in ways that our forebears could not have imagined, but still nothing
surpasses the productiveness of the face-to-face meetings that have been possible,
especially those that took place overseas in the places where the languages are used
and spoken. We are grateful to God for what has been accomplished, because we know
that He alone gives grace and strength for His work. We press on into the coming year
mindful that we must look to the Lord for all needed help, remembering that ‘Except
the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it’ (Psalm 127.1).
________
Endnotes
1. Ethnologue.com, Archived Fifteenth Edition; www.ethnologue.com/%5C/15/
show_country.asp?name=IN.
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Financial Highlights 2011
by the Resources Director
Introduction
The year 2011 was undoubtedly a challenging one for the Society ﬁnancially. It opened
with signiﬁcant budget cuts in the UK as we sought to bring the budget back towards a
balanced position. Financial challenges also existed in the branches as the eﬀects of the
economic slowdown worldwide continued to be felt.
However, it was also a year in which the Lord’s provision was most wonderfully seen,
sometimes in most unexpected ways. We have proved once again, as so often in the past,
those beautiful words in Romans 8.32—‘He that spared not his own Son, but delivered
him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?’, including the
resources to distribute the written Word.
In the following paragraphs, we highlight the key points from the Society’s ﬁnances over
2011, as well as summarising the available resources at 31 December 2011. Summary
ﬁnancial statements are given at the end of this report and the full ﬁnancial statements
for the Society are available upon request.

The Result for the Year
The worldwide Operating Loss (Net Outgoing Resources) dropped to just £56,300
(UK £27,296), compared with £245,059 in 2010 (UK £341,020), for which we are deeply
thankful. This £56,300 breaks down between the Branches as follows:
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However, these ﬁgures cannot be taken in isolation to assess the ﬁnancial health of
individual Branches. For example, whilst it might appear that the Canadian and New
Zealand Branches are loss making, TBS (Canada) sent nearly £147,000 to the UK head
oﬃce during the year to fund various projects and TBS (New Zealand) sent around
£42,000 for the publication of the Maori Bible. Similarly, the funding sent by the UK head
oﬃce to the USA Branch did not fully cover the costs of the Spanish Project.
After adding to these ﬁgures the eﬀects of ﬁnancial markets (i.e., Exchange Rate
Diﬀerences and Unrealised Losses on Investments), the Net Movement in Funds for 2011
was a draw from reserves of £236,078.

Incoming Resources
Worldwide income improved such that overall levels were up from £3,204,443 in 2010 to
£3,341,179 in 2011 (+4.3%). This was mainly due to:
 Increases in Sales Income & Royalties (up 6.3% from £1,520,568 in 2010 to
£1,616,742 in 2011);
 Increases in Collections (up 20.9% from £158,271 in 2010 to £191,380 in 2011);
 Increases in Legacies (up 7.6% from £468,390 in 2010 to £503,972 in 2011).
There was, however, a small reduction in Donations (down 3.6% from £909,193 in 2010
to £876,412 in 2011), which slightly oﬀset the gains.

Legacy Income 2000–2011

The Society has also continued to pursue its goal of distributing Scriptures by way of
sales, often at heavily discounted prices. The total number of items sold worldwide in
2011 was 10,250,195, of which 8,330,170 were under royalty. Of the total, 9,272,760
were Scriptures or Scripture portions and 977,435 were calendars, leaﬂets or text cards.
Total Sales income in the year was £1,463,393, which cost £1,055,005 to produce, and
there was additional Royalty income of £153,349.
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Sales Income 2000–2011

Resources Expended
Worldwide operating expenditure levels fell from £3,449,502 in 2010 to £3,397,479
(-1.5%) in 2011. One of the main components of this change is a fall in Translation
and Editorial Expenses from £583,501 to £508,190 (-12.9%), as the Society sought to
reduce costs in this area without impacting on the pace of translation projects. Indeed,
remarkably some projects increased in speed during 2011.
The other major component of this reduction is a drop in the cost of grants from
£414,325 in 2010 to £357,901 in 2011 (-13.6%), of which approximately another third
comes from reductions in carriage costs, another third from reductions in grants staﬀ
costs and a ﬁnal third from reductions in actual grants. The Society reduced grants in
2011 as part of its continued budget tightening exercise, although it is planned that
this will be reversed as soon as the ﬁnancial position of the Society permits. During
2011, 1,432,378 Scriptures and portions were supplied free of charge to churches,
missions, other institutions and individuals in need, as well as 747,111 calendars,
leaﬂets and text cards. The production cost of these was £213,556, compared with
£234,425 in 2010 (for 1,249,044 Scriptures/portions and 1,163,150 other items).

Cost of Scriptures Granted 2001–2011
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Available Resources
The liquidity situation of the Society worldwide is
satisfactory, with cash balances having increased
slightly over the year from £835,807 to £938,996,
which is largely attributable to a slight recovery of
the UK’s cash position. However, notwithstanding
this, the Net Current Assets of the Society have
fallen from £2,967,865 to £2,689,775. This is
because:
Stock levels have fallen (from £1,609,482 to
A grant off Bibles to Ghana
£1,387,431). This fall is mainly attributable to the
Brazilian branch, which held lower stocks in anticipation of a major printing of the revised
Portuguese Bible early in 2012.
Creditors have risen (from £167,457 to £329,080), primarily in the UK, due to some
large consignments of Bibles being received in late 2011, but not being due for payment
until early 2012.
Significant investments are being held in the Permanent Endowment Fund in
the UK (£2,210,527). This is entirely Golden Thought Calendar Fund monies, which
cannot be used to ﬁnance the Society’s other activities. However, the liquid part of this
investment portfolio can be loaned to the General Fund to aid cash ﬂow, if necessary.
The freehold properties of the Society (including the headquarters of the Brazilian
Branch) are stated at the book value of £878,071 at 31 December 2011 (2010: £883,588)
and the leasehold properties of the Society are stated at the book value of £288,397
(2010: £294,364). The Trustees are of the opinion that the open market value is in excess
of the book value expressed in local currencies.

Conclusion
The Trustees are very thankful to God, and to our supporters as the instrument of His
supply, for the remarkable provision He has made for this work during 2011. This has
enabled the Society to meet its objectives, particularly the furtherance of revision and
translation work in many diﬀerent languages. We continue to strive to make the most
eﬃcient and eﬀective use of the funding that is provided to us. We return to where we
started, looking to the future with a quiet conﬁdence that He that hath provided for the
work thus far will continue to do so (Romans 8.32), because it is His work to send forth
His own Holy Word to the four corners of the earth, in accordance with His own gracious
promises.

Change of fax number for London head office
We are streamlining our systems at Tyndale House and will be taking
down our existing fax machine with its phone line. The old fax number
(020 8540 6370) will be switched off at midnight on 30 September 2012.
The new fax number, already available, is 020 8540 7777.
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Statement of the Independent
Auditors to the Trustees of the

Trinitarian Bible Society
We have examined the summary ﬁnancial statements set out on pages 36, 37 and 38.
Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Auditors
The summary ﬁnancial statements are the responsibility of the General Committee
on behalf of the Trustees. Our responsibility is to report to you our opinion on the
consistency of the summary ﬁnancial statements with the full ﬁnancial statements and
Trustees’ report. We also read the other information contained in the Annual Report
and consider the implications for our report if we become aware of any apparent
misstatements or material inconsistencies with the summary ﬁnancial statements.

Basis of audit opinion
We have carried out the procedures we considered necessary to conﬁrm, by reference
to the full ﬁnancial statements, that the summary ﬁnancial statements are consistent
with those statements.

Opinion
In our opinion the summary ﬁnancial statements are consistent with the full ﬁnancial
statements and Trustees’ report of the Trinitarian Bible Society for the year ended
31 December 2011.
JACOB CAVENAGH & SKEET
5 Robin Hood Lane
Sutton
Surrey
SM1 2SW
Chartered Accountants
and Registered Auditor
18 June 2012
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Trinitarian Bible Society
Consolidated Statement Of Financial Activities
For The Year Ended 31 December 2011
Unrestricted
Funds
2011
£

Permanent
Endowment
Fund
2011
£

Restricted
Funds
2011
£

Total
2011
£

Total
Restated
2010
£

Incoming resources
From generated funds—
Voluntary income
Investment income
Charitable activities

1,343,963
42,045
1,611,909

268,763
69,666
4,833

-

1,612,726
111,711
1,616,742

1,577,312
106,563
1,520,568

Total incoming resources

2,997,917

343,262

-

3,341,179

3,204,443

Cost of generating funds
Publicity & deputation
Charitable activities
Governance costs

263,917
2,877,325
35,523

220,714
-

-

263,917
3,098,039
35,523

255,832
3,168,871
24,799

Total resources expended

3,176,765

220,714

-

3,397,479

3,449,502

Net outgoing resources

(178,848)

122,548

-

(56,300)

(245,059)

Exchange adjustment—
overseas branches
Loss on sale of investments

(114,963)
-

-

-

(114,963)
-

128,420
(1,515)

Net (expenditure)/income
for the year

(293,811)

122,548

-

(171,263)

(118,154)

1,315

-

(66,130)

(64,815)

170,698

Net movement in funds

(292,496)

122,548

(66,130)

(236,078)

52,544

Total funds brought forward

4,117,587

161,147

2,193,581

6,472,315

6,419,771

3,825,091

283,695

2,127,451

6,236,237

6,472,315

Resources expended

Unrealised gains/(losses)
on investments

Total funds carried forward

36

Trinitarian Bible Society
Analysis between Branches For The Year Ended 31 December 2011
Australia

Brazil

Canada

New
Zealand

USA

TOTAL

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

Voluntary income
Investment income
Inter-Branch Transfers
Charitable activities

1,131,974
77,749
(3,882)
712,404

31,119
88,477
20,099

74,777
33,552
62,080
713,133

192,452
313
(146,771)
43,579

11,071
93
(42,039)
11,370

171,333
4
42,135
116,157

1,612,726
111,711
1,616,742

Total incoming resources

1,918,245

139,695

883,542

89,573

(19,505)

329,629

3,341,179

188,342
1,739,632
17,567
1,945,541

374
156,024
7,531
163,929

13,555
781,029
7,071
801,655

5,297
94,516
769
100,582

14,205
14,205

56,349
312,633
2,585
371,567

263,917
3,098,039
35,523
3,397,479

(27,296)
-

(24,234)
2,905

81,887
(102,503)

(11,009)
(8,415)

(33,710)
1,493

(41,938)
(8,443)

(56,300)
(114,963)

(66,130)

-

-

-

1,315

-

(64,815)

(93,426)

(21,329)

(20,616)

(19,424)

(30,902)

(50,381)

(236,078)

Incoming resources
From generated funds—
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Resources expended
Cost of generating funds
Publicity & deputation
Charitable activities
Governance costs
Total resources expended
Net (outgoing)/incoming
resources
Exchange adjustments
Unrealised gains/(losses)
on investments
Net movement in funds
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Trinitarian Bible Society
Consolidated Balance Sheet At 31 December 2011
Unrestricted
Funds
2011
£

Restricted
Funds
2011
£

Permanent
Endowment
Fund
2011
£

Total
2011
£

Total
Restated
2010
£

1,205,536
123,894
1,329,430

6,505
6,505

2,210,527
2,210,527

1,205,536
2,340,926
3,546,462

1,222,537
2,281,913
3,504,450

1,387,158
665,071
772,512
2,824,741

273
27,357
249,560
277,190

1,387,431
692,428
938,996
3,018,855

1,609,482
690,033
835,807
3,135,322

329,080

-

-

329,080

167,457

Net current assets

2,495,661

277,190

(83,076)

2,689,775

2,967,865

Net assets
Financed by:
Total Funds

3,825,091

283,695

2,127,451

6,236,237

6,472,315

3,825,091

283,695

2,127,451

6,236,237

6,472,315

Fixed assets
Tangible assets
Investments

Current assets
Stocks & work in progress
Debtors
Cash at bank & in hand

(83,076)*
(83,076)

Creditors
Amounts falling due
within one year

*Overdraft from General Fund repaid in 2011 using some of the deposit account (see Investments).

Note to the Summary Financial Statements
The summary ﬁnancial statements are only a summary of information included in the Society’s ﬁnancial
statements and Trustees’ report.
These summarised ﬁnancial statements may not contain suﬃcient information to allow for a full
understanding of the ﬁnancial aﬀairs of the Society. For further information, the full accounts, the Auditors’
report on those accounts and the Trustees’ Report should be consulted, copies of which can be obtained from
the Society at Tyndale House.
The Trustees’ Report and Financial Statements for 2011 were approved by the General Committee on
18 June 2012 and signed on its behalf by M. H. Watts (Chairman) and R. A. Clarke (Treasurer). A copy has been
submitted to the Charity Commission.
The report of the Auditors on the full accounts for the year ended 31 December 2011 was unqualiﬁed.

38

181st Annual Report for the year ending 31 December 2011

The Word of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing
that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance of His
Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.

EEurope
F
From
the Croydon and
d
Bromley Auxiliary
B
I aattach a picture of
our recent street witnessing
venture. It was a very successful
morning despite the weather,
with some interesting
discussions with passers-by.

Street witness in Croydon, England

Bibles out in a school assembly and told thee
children that the Bible was the most precious
thing they could have. Later in the day,
when he and his wife were shopping in one
of the local supermarkets, schoolchildren
were to be seen going around the store
clutching their Jubilee Bibles!]

From a school in Haywards Heath, West
Sussex, England
Thank you very much for the Diamond
Jubilee Bibles that you presented to
each child in our school. As well as
being a wonderful keepsake, they are an
encouragement to each child on their
spiritual journey. Please pass on our
thanks to all at the church that provided
these Bibles and to the Trinitarian Bible
Society. Many of our parents have also
been surprised and delighted with the
Bibles and would like their thanks passed
on to you. We are all most grateful.
[A representative of the church gave the

From Omagh, Northern Ireland
Two boys, aged seven and ten, say:
We want to thank you for the lovely Bibles
that we received on Sunday 1st April
2012. They were presented to us on our
Lifeliner prize-giving night. It was good
for us to learn God’s Word ! Our Mummy
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and Daddy encouraged us to take up the
challenge of learning God’s Word when a
couple of ladies told us about your prize
scheme. We love our new Bibles and we
now ﬁnd ourselves going oﬀ to a room
and reading it for ourselves ! It’s special
having your name printed on the front of
the Bible because it reminds us of how
we received it and this is a great way you
have of encouraging us boys and girls to
learn God’s Word and to have His Word
hidden in our hearts. Again we thank you
so so very much!!

Africa
A
F
From
Jos, Nigeria
Hi from Nigeria! Students at the
Theological College of Northern
Nigeria here in
Jos are still beneﬁtting
g
greatly from the
Hebrew/Greek Bibles
that you have been
sending me over the
years (you have also,
separately, sometimess
sent me copies to my
other work centre in
N’Djaména, Chad),
and now my stock is
exhausted. I normally
Nigerian student
test students on the 200
00
excels in Hebrew
most common Hebrew or
Greek words in the Bible,
and they have to get 75% to qualify for
a free Bible—this is to ensure that we
respect the generosity of the donors by
giving only to serious students. I would
be very grateful if we could have a further
consignment of, say, 40 copies
cons
whatever number is easiest
(or w
send at an economical rate).
to se
If an
another organisation has a
container coming soon, you
con
might even save on postage
mig
costs
cos by asking them to include
these
the Bibles (as long as they are
very
ver clearly marked as for me,
and
an not for sale!). Since I know
you
yo like to receive pictures and
stories
sto for your own fundraising,
this
th is a picture of one of my
best
be ever Hebrew students, who
comes
from the northeast of
co
Nigeria—the
area worst hit by
N
the
th recent communal violence
and
an terrorist crises.

From Fgura, Malta
Your Luke Gospels are fabulous!

From Bârlad, Romania
F
I’d like to thank you in the name
of our local community for
sending us the calendars on 2012. Please
ﬁnd attached a photo from calendars
distribution. Thank you for haven’t forgot
us!

Calendar distribution in Romania
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although some are not in the picture. You
can see the teachers distributing Bibles
to some of the students. Please I want to
reach out to hotels, more senior secondary
schools
and primary schools and some
sc
churches
that need our help, hence some
ch
members
in their midst cannot aﬀord
m
to buy Bibles, because of its cost here in
Nigeria.
Ni

From Delta State, Nigeria
I bring greetings from the brethren, both
the ones you were able to receive their
letters, and the ones that you were not
able to receive

Fr
From
F
Ghana
I aam forwarding a picture received
from one of the groups which have
fro
been blessed with the Bibles and Golden
be
Thoughts Calendars which came for 2012.
Th
I hope
h
you ﬁnd it helpful. The Lord richly
bless you all as we continue to labour for
bl
Him till His glorious return.

Nigerian women receive Bibles

their letters because some are in remote
and far away villages; they greet you all
that love the Lord Jesus Christ, His works
and His coming. In fact since the year 1988
up to date, you have been one of the
key power sources that I have used to do
the work which the Lord called me into.
When I was at Idah in Kogi State, formerly
in Benue State, you peoples have been
on my side supporting the work of God
through your literatures and Bibles. I went
to Port Harcourt, Rivers State, and you still
backed me up by sending Bibles and other
Christian literatures to me. Also, in Mba-ise
in Imo State you never forsook me, you
were there for me and since 1996 that
God sent me to Asaba in Delta State here
you increased both your love for me and
the work of God. Every church that I have
ever pastored the members can hardly
buy Bibles because of cost; they always
say God must speak to you through us in
Trinitarian Bible Society. The last literatures
that you sent were distributed wisely not
only to my members, but to the members
of other churches and some schools.
Enclosed is a picture of a school which
God used both myself and you people
to reach the children with the word,

Bibles
Bibl
Bib
les di
les
distribution
strib
str
t ibu
ibuti
tion iin
n Gh
G
Ghana
hana
hana

Fr
From
F
Uitenhage, South Africa
TThank you for the two lots
of Scriptures, and for the two
booklets concerning the Bible translation.
It is shocking to see how many omissions
and additions appear in the newer
translations. I was given my King James
Thompson Bible in 1964 and still use it all
the time! God bless you and your ministry.
I am privileged to be able to distribute the
Scriptures every year.
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Fr Bogota, Colombia
FFrom
I extend
e
fraternal greetings and
thanks to you for the Golden
th
Thoughts Calendars. They have been a
blessing in the lives and in the homes
of those we distribute them among.
They have become a necessary source of
strength for our daily life throughout the
year. One recipient says: ‘I want to thank
you for the time you have had for me and
for the gift of the Golden Thoughts which
you have given me now for many years. It
has been a blessing to many people and
families. I hope to be able to continue with
this magniﬁcent present’.

SSouth America
From Buenos Aires, Argentina
Thank you ever so much for these
calendars. Some members of our
assembly, now numbering over seventy
people, with attendances sometimes over
two hundred people, had been asking me
for them. Am sure they will be delighted
when on the coming Sunday I will be
distributing them. I permanently use the
1909 Reina-Valera version of the Bible,
but the numerous Spanish versions make
it diﬃcult to convince folk that the 1909,
equivalent to the King James, is the best
choice. I stand for the Textus Receptus and
Masoretic Text.
I am now eighty-eight years old, but
still active. My wife has been very seriously
ill, in intensive care for thirty days, plus a
further fortnight recovery internment, and
is now receiving excellent home attention.
May I ask for your prayers, since more
time is needed for a total recovery. Some
of your calendars have gone to ladies
we have hired to look after her, with the
corresponding personal evangelism.

IIndia
F
From
Karnataka, Bangalore
On behalf of my country and as
O
a recipient of ‘Golden Thoughts’, I
take this privilege to express my sincere
and heartiest gratitude to the dedicated
staﬀ, who have initiated and granted
permission in providing and sending
this calendar to Bangalore for its free
distribution in conveying the message—
the purpose for the Lord’s birth on this
universe in the human form by spreading
the love of God and also in nurturing the
word of God in bringing great blessing
to self and people who receive and
memorize the word in their daily life.
People from diﬀerent denomination and
culture irrespective of religion/language
have come forward in warmly welcoming
in receiving the Golden Thoughts. The
mass expression is that this calendar has
a unique identity around the world, even
though it never carries any photographs;
by reading the word it encourages by
moral and spiritual stability and above all it
speaks to us.

Fr Chiclayo, Peru
FFrom
For many years now I have received
Fo
your Golden Thoughts calendars,
yo
which I distribute among brothers from
the congregation, also contacts and
pastors in Latin America who receive books
donated by brothers from Europe. All these
in Peru wait anxiously for the calendars
which help them in their daily devotions
with their families; they receive comments
from some of them like ‘do not forget to
send our calendars’. Also they return thanks
to God for this great help.
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