QR602-Cover_QR602 29/01/2013 16:18 Page 1

QR602-Cover_QR602 29/01/2013 16:18 Page 2

Trinitarian Bible Society
Founded in 1831 for the circulation of
Protestant or uncorrupted versions of the Word of God

Officers and Executive Staff of the Society
President:
The Rev. G. Hamstra, B.A., M.Div.

General Secretary/Chief Executive:
Mr. D. P. Rowland

Vice-Presidents:
Mr. G. Bidston
Mr. G. den Boer
The Rev. B. G. Felce, M.A.*
The Rev. Dr. T. Gilmer
Mr. D. Oldham
Pastor J. Stehouwer
The Rev. M. Stuart
Mr. D. Vermeulen

Operations Director:
Mr. D. Larlham

Chairman:
The Rev. M. H. Watts*
Vice-Chairman:
Mr. G. D. Buss, B.Ed.*
Treasurer:
Pastor R. A. Clarke, B.Sc., F.C.A.*
Members:
Mr. G. R. Burrows, M.A.*
The Rev. R. G. Ferguson, B.A.*
The Rev. J. L. Goldby, M.A.*
Pastor M. J. Harley*
Mr. A. K. Jones, LLB. (Hons.) Solicitor*
The Rev. E. T. Kirkland, B.A., Dipl.Th.*
The Rev. D. Silversides*
The Rev. J. P. Thackway*

Resources Director:
Mr. D. J. Broome, C.P.F.A.
Editorial Director:
Mr. P. J. D. Hopkins, M.A. Oxf.

Senior Editorial Consultant:
Mr. L. Brigden, B.Sc.(Hons.), M.Sc., B.A.(Hons.)
Editorial Consultants:
Mr. G. W. Anderson, B.A.
Mr. A. Hembd, M.A.C.S.
J. Cammenga, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
G. Fox, B.A. (Hons.), D.D., Ph.D.
The Rev. W. M. Patterson Jnr., B.A., D.D.

* These are the serving members of the
General Committee.

Issue Number: 595 – April to June 2011

Issue Number: 602

© Trinitarian Bible Society 2013

January to
March 2013

All rights reserved. The Trinitarian Bible Society permits
reprinting of articles found in our printed and online
Quarterly Record provided that prior permission is
obtained and proper acknowledgement is made.

Contents
Annual General Meeting advance notice

2

From the Desk of the General Secretary

3

The Birth of Christ

8

Editorial Report

10

The Treasury

17

Christ and the Scriptures

19

Lord Philip Wharton

29

The Word of God among all Nations

39

Quarterly Record Production Team

Editorial Director: P. J. D. Hopkins
Senior Editor: Dr. D. E. Anderson
Editorial Consultant: C. P. Hallihan
Editor: K. J. Pulman
Graphic Designers: P. Hughes, S. Talas
Circulation: J. M. Wilson

1

The 182
182nd
nd
Annual General Meeting
The B
Business
i
M
Meeting
i will
ill b
be h
held,
ld G
God
d willing,
illi
at 11.00 a.m.
on

Saturday, 21st September 2013
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle,
London SE1 6SD

After the Business Meeting,
at 2.00 p.m.

The Rev. C. Sonnevelt
Minister, Gereformeerde Gemeente,
Krabbendijke, Zeeland, The Netherlands
is expected to preach
Lunch will be served between the meetings
All are invited to attend
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From the Desk of the

General Secretary

I

n the previous edition of the Quarterly
Record (October to December 2012) the
‘Desk’ dealt with some of the important
considerations that are before the
Society’s personnel at the very beginning
of a translation or revision project. In this
edition, we fast track (indeed, very fast
track!)—missing out the many diﬃcult
years of intense application, diligent study
and prayerful vigilance that invariably lie
between the beginning and the ending of
a major project—to give, in the following
paragraphs, a factual account of the joyful
end of the process, when the Word of God
is actually handed to the people for whom
it has been prepared. Aspects of the very
great amount of work that lies between
the beginning and the end of such projects
will be the subjects of future editions of the
‘Desk’, God willing.

Ndebele people the true and
complete Word of God, the
Holy Scriptures, in their own
language. It was very humbling
for me to be present to represent the
Society and its many members and
supporters, and even more so to take part
in the proceedings.
It was a privilege that I prayerfully wished
all of our many friends and supporters
throughout the world could have shared:
the actual handing of copies of the Word of
God to the Ndebele people of Zimbabwe!
Surely the Holy Bible is the greatest of
all tangible blessings that they (or any
of us) could be given—the very Word of
God in our own language—given to us
by God Almighty Himself, through the
instrumentality of man! And was not this—
the very act in which I was engaged—the
greatest act that a poor, fallen son or
daughter of Adam could ever be engaged

A cause for thanksgiving
It was my privilege to be in Zimbabwe
in November 2012 for the Thanksgiving
Service held to acknowledge the great
goodness of the Lord in granting to the

3

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record
in: to be used of the Lord as an instrument
‘holding forth the word of life’ (Philippians
2.16) to his or her fellow sinners during their
journey through this world to the great
Eternity before them? Truly, for me, it was
a very emotional moment. In front of me
were men, women and children, many with
tears in their eyes, queuing up to receive the
Word of God! I believe it to be true to say
that my heart’s desire and prayer to God on
that occasion was in the words that I used

could be given to the Ndebele people
completely free of charge.
Now, after so many years of anticipation,
the ﬁrst copies of the Bible had arrived. They
were there, right before us, in the boxes at
the front of the church building where we
were assembled. After so many years, this
day that marked the culmination of those
many years of hard work and prayerful
anticipation had arrived. It was a day of joy
and gladness, a day when we could rejoice
together in the Lord’s goodness.
H
However,
before these Volumes of
D
Divine
Truth are to be placed in the
h
hands
of those for whom they are
i
intended,
there must be a bowing in
w
worship
before Almighty God at the
T
Throne
of His Grace. It was time for
a present on that most auspicious
all
o
occasion—the
Ndebele people and
t
those
of us from other countries who
h a deep, prayerful and practical
had
i
interest
in this project—to seek grace
t humble ourselves before God. It was
to
a time to give thanks to Him for His
W
Word,
and to implore Him, as the Divine
A
Author
of the Holy Scriptures, for His
g
great
and indispensable blessing to
rest upon His own Word during the coming
hours, days, weeks, months and years as it
would be read, preached and meditated
upon by the Ndebele people.

repeatedly when shaking hands with, and
handing the Bibles to, the many individuals
before me on that memorable occasion:
‘This is the Word of God; may the Lord bless
it to you!’

A little Ndebele Bible history

I felt very unworthy to be asked to fulﬁl
this role, and would have by far preferred
others to have done it in my place. However,
I undertook the task on behalf of the
Society—on behalf of you, the readers
of this article, you who are our loyal and
prayerful members and supporters, and
on behalf of our many friends in the
Netherlands, whose great generosity
(through our sister society there, the
Gereformeerde Bijbelstichting) meant that
thousands of copies of the Holy Scriptures

But, now, something of the background to
the auspicious occasion described above.
As many of our readers will be aware,
in the earlier part of the last century
many translators, at least in practice,
departed from the historic and orthodox
understanding of the doctrine of Scripture
as it relates to the Bible’s plenary and verbal
divine inspiration, its divine preservation
and its divine authority. Regrettably, they
had used the liberal and unscriptural
4
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philosophies relating to the text and
translation of the Word of God that had
come so much into vogue following the
excursions of many into non-orthodox ﬁelds
of research following the rise of the higher
critical movement in the earlier part of the
nineteenth century.

doctrine of verbal inspiration. Thus the
Trinitarian Bible Society was eventually
asked by the FPCS to assist them with the
revision of the Ndebele Bible. This led to the
Society working closely with the translation
committee set up by the Zimbabwean
Presbytery of the FPCS in the revision of the
Ndebele Bible and in the preparation of the
Bible for publication.

These same unbiblical philosophies (with
various modiﬁcations, primarily of a
subjective nature) have—most sadly—
almost completely dominated the whole
of Bible translation activity throughout
the world ever since. This has resulted in
the principles that characterised the great
translations of the sixteenth, seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries—which proved
to be such a great blessing to the Protestant
church in its great missionary activity during
these years—being almost completely
swept aside as being ‘unscholarly’, ‘outdated’,
and of no practical relevance to the church
of today. (What a sad commentary this is on
how little the ‘church’ today truly fears God
or trembles at the Word of its Lord, Master
and King, who has pronounced such solemn
and severe condemnation upon those who
add to or subtract from His Word!)

The Ndebele New Testament was
completed in 2007, published and
circulated, whilst work continued on the
Old Testament. In early 2011, at long last,
the translation work on both the Old and
the New Testaments was completed. In the
Lord’s good providence, after many years
of diligent activity by the team responsible
for prayerfully poring over the text and
examining it word by word against the
Biblical language texts, the great work
of revising and correcting the Bible to
ensure that it adhered as closely and as
faithfully as possible to the underlying
Hebrew and Greek texts was completed.
The many thousands of questions relating
to the text and translation of ﬁrst the New
Testament and then the Old Testament
had been painstakingly collated and
carefully weighed, prayerfully considered
and then ﬁnally answered. Eventually,
with the last of the questions ﬁnalised,
and with the concluding aspects of the
translation checked and examined by the
Society, the Ndebele Bible was approved
by the Trinitarian Bible Society’s General
Committee, and passed for publication.

During the twentieth century, the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland (FPCS)
extended their mission in Zimbabwe into
the Ndebele region of Matabeleland. They
found that the Ndebele people had had a
translation of the Bible in their language
for many years, but this was discovered
by the FPCS to be seriously deﬁcient,
the translators obviously having been
inﬂuenced by the unbiblical principles of
their predecessors. The New Testament of
the older edition of the Ndebele Bible had
been based on a form of the impoverished
Critical Text of the New Testament, which
resulted in many words and sentences
being missing, changed or otherwise
tampered with. In addition, the whole of
the Bible exhibited a freedom in translation
style inconsistent with the Scriptural

A total of just over 25,000 copies of the
Ndebele Bible were printed and bound,
some with the Ndebele Metrical Psalms
and some without. The production of the
Bibles had been undertaken in the United
Kingdom, where they were also prepared
for shipment to Africa. Most of the Bibles
had been sent by sea to South Africa,
and then taken overland to Bulawayo in
Matabeleland, the second city (after Harare)
5
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In the Lord’s goodness, almost all the
members of the translation team were
able to attend the meeting, and to
acknowledge the Lord’s help to them in the
work they had undertaken. Mr T. Benschop
from the Netherlands, whose linguistic
abilities had been so important to the
work over the years, had ﬂown in from the
Netherlands to be present at the meeting.
Miss C. MacCaulay, who had taught at
the Mission School in Ingwenya for many
years and who had made a signiﬁcant
contribution to the work of the revision,
had hoped earlier in the year to make the
journey, but sadly was unable to do so.
(Since this report was written, news of the
passing away of one of the translators,
Mr Nathaniel Mpofu, has been received.
Wonderfully, he was spared to see the
publication of the Bible before his death
and to be present at the service.) Mr Buthi
Mziya, the fourth member of the translation
committee, was also able to attend the
meeting. All the team supplied vital input
to the work, and we take this opportunity
of expressing our thanks for their diligent
contribution.

of Zimbabwe, where most of the Ndebele
people live. This large consignment was
due to arrive in December 2012. A few
hundred Bibles had been sent in advance
to Harare by air freight to try to ensure that
copies were available in Bulawayo for the
Thanksgiving Service.

Thanksgiving in Bulawayo
The Thanksgiving Service was held in a large
church building in Bulawayo. Around four
hundred people were present from all over
the country, with a few from overseas. To be
at the meeting, a number of the Ndebele
people present had travelled many hours in
the back of trucks over poorly maintained
dirt roads. The FPCS was well represented
at the meeting, not only by ministers, elders
and people from its congregations and
mission stations throughout Zimbabwe, but
also by the Rev J. MacLeod and Mr Roderick
Campbell, members of the Jewish and
Foreign Missions Committee of the FPCS in
the United Kingdom.
The Rev Tj. de Jong, Vice-President of
the Gereformeerde Bijbelstichting of the
Netherlands, attended as the representative
of that organisation. Mr de Jong is no
stranger to the Ndebele people, as he is
also the President of the Mbuma Zending, a
charitable organisation in the Netherlands
that has a great interest in the mission
work of the FPCS in Zimbabwe; in that
capacity Mr de Jong visits the mission
every few years. In fact, he used to work
in Zimbabwe, where he commenced the
Thembiso Children’s Home, which is now
part of the mission activity of the FPCS in
Bulawayo. Indeed, the church building in
which we met for the Thanksgiving Service
is situated in the grounds of the Thembiso
Children’s Home, and had been acquired
by Mr de Jong while he was working in the
country. As mentioned previously, I was
present to represent the Trinitarian Bible
Society.

The actual Thanksgiving Meeting,
which was ably chaired by the Mission
Administrator of the FPCS, Mr M. A.
Mpofu, commenced with Divine Worship
conducted by the Rev J. MacLeod,
the Convener of the church’s Mission
Committee, who had, until October 2011,
served on the General Committee of the
Trinitarian Bible Society. In prayer Mr
MacLeod acknowledged the great favour
bestowed on sinners of having the Word
of God, and prayed that the Ndebele Bible
might be used by the King and Head of
the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, to the
glory and praise of His Name, and the
spiritual good of the people. After prayer,
Mr MacLeod preached a very suitable
sermon for the occasion from James 1.25,
emphasising the need for an individual,
6
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personal and practical use of the Bible, the
Perfect Law of Liberty.

Matabeleland there might be (by the
unctuous power of the Holy Spirit), a seed to
do Him service and generations yet unborn
who would grow up to call Him blessed!

The service of worship was followed
by various addresses by those present,
including one by the Rev S. Khumalo,
the Clerk of the Zimbabwe Presbytery
of the FPCS. This Presbytery had
given oversight to the translation
committee, and Mr Khumalo gave an
interesting overview of the history of
the translation project. Mr MacLeod,
addressing the meeting again,
acknowledged the contribution
made by various individuals and
the kindness and generosity of the
friends in the Netherlands, and
again noted that our thanks should
primarily be directed to the Lord, who
had graciously given His Word, to be
published and preached to the ends
of the earth.

The Bibles were then distributed. Although
many of the local dignitaries who had been

invited to the meeting did not attend,
copies of the Bible reserved for them were
afterwards forwarded to them. Likewise,
Bibles were sent to the colleges, schools,
churches and other institutions that had
been invited but had not been present to
collect the Bibles allocated to them. The
meeting concluded with prayer and the
benediction. The FPCS had most kindly
arranged for lunch to be served to all
attending the meeting; it was a meal much
appreciated and enjoyed by all.

The Rev Tj. de Jong also addressed the
meeting, stating the great importance of
having a pure Bible, one that was translated
as faithfully as possible from the correct
texts; this, he believed, was true regarding
this revised edition of the Ndebele Bible.
Mr de Jong drew several lessons from the
Letter to the Church in Philadelphia in
Revelation 3 and how, notwithstanding
the many diﬃculties faced by the church,
there were those who had a little strength
and had kept His Word. He exhorted
those present to keep the Word of God in
their hearts. In conclusion he conveyed
the greetings of their many friends in the
Netherlands.

The next step
In conclusion, may the Lord grant that
His Word would prosper throughout
Zimbabwe. We look to Him and pray that
the work on the revision of the second
Bible being undertaken by the Society in
association with the FPCS—the Shona
Bible for the far larger Shona-speaking
population of Zimbabwe—may also soon
be completed, published and distributed!

I was the last speaker, and spoke brieﬂy
on what the Bible was: the Word, not of
man, but of God. I also added that it was
the Society’s prayer that the Lord might
be pleased to grant His rich blessing upon
His own Word, and prosper these Bibles
among the people, their children and their
grandchildren, and that from throughout

Brethren, pray for us!
7
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A

nd she brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
Ancient stone manger in Bethlehem
aand
nd laid him in a manger; because there was
noo ro
room for them in the inn.
n
Luke 2.7
by the Rev G. Hamstra
Everyone was commanded to return to the
President of the Society
city of his ancestry.
Joseph and Mary were both descendants
of the royal family of David. Consequently
they were compelled to journey for their
enrolment to the little town of Bethlehem.
Many in Israel were travelling, everyone
to the city of his origin. Joseph and Mary
went on the long journey to the plains of
Ephratah. Long ago, their famous ancestor
King David was born there. But who would
consider these humble travellers to be of
royal descent?
After a lengthy and wearisome journey
they arrived at Bethlehem. Apparently
great numbers had come to register their
names. The little town was crowded and
every house was fully occupied. No one
could extend a friendly welcome to the
strangers of faraway Galilee. Ancient
Eastern hospitality would not easily refuse
lodging to travellers. But nowhere did

T

he evangelist Luke begins the
narrative of the birth of the Saviour
of mankind with an imperial
order of the most inﬂuential ruler of
that day, Caesar Augustus. Almost the
entire western world was occupied and
governed by the Roman Empire. Rome
was the heartbeat of the world. However,
Caesar Augustus was unwittingly serving
higher purposes. He was an instrument
in the hand of the Most High, the
Sovereign over all the earth. He was
active in the fulﬁlment of the ancient
prophecy foretelling Bethlehem as Christ’s
birthplace. Truly, ‘the king’s heart is in the
hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he
turneth it whithersoever he will’ (Proverbs
21.1). The Almighty God in His providential
wisdom directed the Emperor’s heart and
mind to order the well-known decree. This
census or enrolment had to take place.

Sunrise over modern-day Bethlehem
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leader does provide and oﬀer, he cannot
grant us peace for our restless hearts.
That peace is only to be found in the King
of Bethlehem, whose name is Jesus. He
came to save His people from their sins.
He alone takes away the oppressive load
of guilt by His atoning sacriﬁce. He alone
renews hearts and lives by His Spirit’s
grace. The precious salvation revealed in
Christ is of inﬁnitely greater worth than
all the outward advantages provided for
by such mighty world leaders as Caesar
Augustus.
How many sought merely the outward
peace and prosperity of the powerful
emperor of Rome. How few went to the
manger of Bethlehem. What is your heart’s
desire: where do you seek your rest and
peace? Do you know of that longing after
the Child in the manger of Bethlehem? Do
you thirst for His love? Has a sense of your
great and manifold transgressions already
driven you to this King? Once there was no
room for Him in the inn; is there now room
for Him in your heart? Or are the treasures
of this present world receiving more of
your interest, attention and time?
No room in the inn: so it was when the
Saviour came into this world. No room for
Him in so many a heart: so it is often today,
even where the gospel of the pardoning
love of this Saviour is proclaimed. How
sad and grievous is the neglect of so great
a salvation. If no change takes place in
these hearts, the Child of Bethlehem will
have to say one day: ‘No room for you in
My Father’s house’. Plead with the King
of Bethlehem for His omnipotent grace
to make room in your heart for Himself.
Do not rest apart from Him. He alone can
provide in your deep need.

Joseph and Mary ﬁnd a home to shelter
them. At last they sought refuge in an inn,
but also here was no room for them. If they
had only belonged to the distinguished,
wealthy and rich, someone would have
opened a welcome door. These humble
travellers, however, met with refusal
everywhere. No one had compassion
on the expectant mother. If Mary had
not been assured by faith of the Lord’s
nearness and guidance, how could she
have endured it all? No complaint was
uttered. Also in these circumstances she
was submissive. Her trust was in the word
and the name of her God.
The Lord led her to the humble abode, to
that beggarly environment. There the Son
of God was born. How incomprehensible
are the ways of the Lord! The King of
Kings, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the only begotten Son of God became
an infant; His cradle was a manger. How
unfathomably deep is this humiliation!
How incomprehensible is the wonder of
such grace! For God the Father so loved this
fallen world that His dear Son descended
to such depths of humiliation to reconcile
lost and guilty sinners to Himself.
The emperor Augustus was seated on
his exalted throne. King Jesus lay in a
humble and lowly manger. The emperor
was robed in the shining, majestic attire
of a world leader. The Child of Mary was
wrapped in swaddling clothes. The Roman
emperor dwelled in a magniﬁcent palace
of pomp and splendour. The birthplace
of Bethlehem’s King was but a meagre,
insigniﬁcant stable. Yet, this Child of
Bethlehem has something to oﬀer that
we would seek in vain with the mighty
ruler of Rome. For whatever opportunities,
comforts and pleasures a famous world

9
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Editorial Report
by Philip J. D. Hopkins
Editorial Director
only did their transportation to Armenia
go exceptionally smoothly, but they
cleared customs remarkably quickly. The
arrival of the Bibles at Armenian Ministries’
headquarters in Yerevan on Thursday
18 October was described in an email to
me by Dr Michael Harrison, the Director of
Armenian Ministries:
Yesterday was a day to be
remembered! The Armenian Bibles
were ﬁnally unloaded into our
headquarters in Yerevan. We spoke
with some of our people over there
and I can’t begin to describe the
excitement that they were feeling.
We are amazed at how quickly
and smoothly the Bibles were
released from customs and can
only attribute it to our great and
powerful God! Talking to our local
director yesterday evening, he said,
“I remember back in 2001 when
brother Ivan said that the Eastern
Armenian Bible would soon be
available for us here in Armenia...a
little over ten years later, we now
have it!! Praise the Lord!”
We trust that the accompanying photo of
W
tthis happy event will convey something of
tthe joy and appreciation that met the arrival
oof these Bibles in Armenia, a land where
tthere is great poverty, but where there is a
d
desire to read God’s Word. Please join us in
praying that the many Bibles now available
will be read and re-read, and that the Holy
Spirit would powerfully apply the reading
and preaching of the Scriptures to the
hearts of many Armenians to His honour
and glory.

Recently published Bibles

A

s detailed in the editorial report
for Quarterly Record 601, in one
remarkable week in July the Society
was able to place orders for three new,
complete Bibles: in Eastern Armenian (for
Armenia), Maori (for New Zealand) and
Ndebele (for Zimbabwe). I am delighted
to report that all of these Bibles have
now been published and accepted for
distribution.

Armenian Bible
In the ﬁrst week of October,
we received two hundred and
ﬁve copies of the Armenian
Bible at Tyndale House, of which ﬁve

were immediately sent on to Armenian
Ministries’ oﬃce in Lincolnshire, where
they were received with great joy. The vast
majority of the Armenian Bibles produced
(the remaining 19,954 copies) were shipped
directly by the printer to our friends in
Armenia. In the providence of God not
10
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Zimbabwe. We were very
happy to learn that an
advance shipment of 600
Ndebele Bibles arrived
safely in Bulawayo, in
time for a thanksgiving
service which took place
in the city on Saturday
17 November. As
reported in the ‘Desk’, a
good number of people
gathered on that occasion to give
i thanks
h k
to the Lord for the wonderful provision of
these faithful Bibles.
We are very thankful for the publication
of these Bibles and acknowledge the
goodness of the Lord in this provision.
We look to Him to watch over all these
Scriptures so that they may all arrive safely
at their ﬁnal destinations.

Maori Bible
On Thursday 20 September our
Purchasing Executive informed
his colleagues in Tyndale House
that: ‘Today’s delivery of Maori Bibles, code
MAB, has been approved for distribution.
They are entered in the system and the
quantity is 4,934.’ This standard form of
announcement was the ﬁrst news that
some of us received of the safe arrival
of these long-awaited Bibles. The news
of their arrival was greeted with much
thanksgiving by our fellow-labourers in
TBS New Zealand.
The Maori Bible matches our popular
Windsor Text Bible for size, and in order
to mark that distinction our brethren in
TBS New Zealand asked for one hundred
additional copies to be bound in the same
cover as our 25E Windsor Bible, the plan
being to give these as presentation Bibles
to all who helped on the project. Sadly,
such a seemingly simple request gave
us great diﬃculties as the capabilities
of our UK printers to produce premium,
top quality covers is very limited by
comparison with some of our overseas
printers. (This is the major reason why
the great majority of our English Bibles
are printed overseas.) After several poor
attempts to replicate the desired target
cover, we have eventually received
something acceptable and a number of
these specially-bound Bibles have now
been sent to New Zealand together with
the regular edition.

Westminster Bible
In addition to the arrival of the three Bibles
mentioned above, we took delivery of
the ﬁrst consignment of leather-bound
Westminster Reference Bibles in the ﬁrst
week of October. This Bible represents
the culmination of thousands of hours
of work by the editorial department and
by the external helpers who assisted us
in producing this signiﬁcant new setting
of the Authorised (King James) Version.
The response to this Bible has been
overwhelmingly favourable, and staﬀ
working for the Society—in our Head
Oﬃce and in our branches—have been
much encouraged by the verbal
and written testimonies
given. A selection of thesee
comments is given here.
A verbal comment made
over the telephone,
15 November: ‘I recently
bought from you the
Windsor and Westminsterr
Hardback Bibles and the

Ndebele Bible
The total number of Ndebele
Bibles that left the printers’
premises amounted to 25,463
copies, of which 11,735 included Metrical
Psalms and 13,728 did not. Just 102 and
100 copies respectively were retained at
Tyndale House and the rest were shipped
directly by the printer to our contacts in
11
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quality for the price is amazing, they
are lovely and great! It’s the same paper
used in both, isn’t it? [to which the reply
was yes]. I carry around the Windsor and
love the sort of red marl cover. With the
Westminster…we look up the references
and spend ages then following all the
references and links’.
From a letter sent to our Sales and Grants
Department, 13 November: ‘Thank you for
the Westminster Bible. It is an excellent
presentation of the KJV Bible. Including
some notes in the margins concerning
obsolete words such as froward is an
excellent idea and most helpful. Perhaps
a version with slightly bigger print size
would be a good idea? But I ﬁnd the
print size ﬁne for my bifocals and me! The
marginal references for Scripture are most
helpful. THANK YOU! WHOEVER PRODUCED
THE WESTMINSTER BIBLE LABOURED NOT IN VAIN!
Isaiah 49:4.’
From a letter received by our USA Branch
oﬃce, 29 October: ‘It was worth the wait,
and better than described. I’m very happy
to have this new Westminster Study Bible
to use for church, and personal study.’
An email from one of those who helped
in its preparation, 26 October: ‘I would
just like to say thank you to TBS for the
beautiful Bible which arrived this week, I
really appreciate it and think I will get a lot
of use out of it.’
From an email sent to our USA Branch
oﬃce, 24 October: ‘A good month or
so ago, I purchased the newly released
Westminster Reference Bible. I must say
that I am thoroughly enjoying this ﬁne
work in Bible translation, but equally
what I am coming to delight in is the
marginal reference system, without
someone’s personal notes or studies. I ﬁnd
this reference system is getting me into
the text of scripture itself, without being
side tracked by study notes. I ﬁnd myself
growing to be more faithful in scripture

interpreting scripture, which is very
invigorating to me.’
These remarks represent just a small
portion of those we have received thus far.
As an addendum to this section of the
report we would like to make readers
aware that, following work carried out by
an organisation in Holland to digitise the
Westminster Bible, we are able to state
conﬁdently that the number of crossreferences in this setting is more than
two hundred thousand, not the eighty
thousand that we originally publicised.
New advertising and publicity for this
Bible will therefore use the higher ﬁgure
for the number of references, which has
been corroborated by counts made by the
editorial department.
All-in-all, the take-up of the Westminster
Reference Bible has exceeded our
expectations, so much so that we
anticipate running out of stock before the
second printing is delivered sometime
toward the end of February. We again
desire the Lord’s blessing upon these
Bibles and hope that the additional helps
provided for the cross-referencing of
Scripture with Scripture will be of lasting
spiritual value to many readers.

A discussion of Psalm 145
As we wish to maintain variety in what
is written in the Quarterly Record, what
follows is a more academic piece regarding
Psalm 145. This mini-article arose out of
an answer given to a supporter of the
Society, who had been reading some
comments which made reference to a
supposed missing verse from Psalm 145, a
verse ‘which has been put right by the ESV
translators!’ Our supporter then contacted
one of our deputation speakers to ask for
the view of the Society on this matter.
Here, edited for publication, is the answer
given by the Society’s senior editorial
consultant.
12
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The Supposed Missing  נVerse
in Psalm 145

A

s many of our readers will know, several of the Psalms and other passages in the
Old Testament are acrostics; that is, in the Hebrew each verse or group of verses
begins with a consecutive letter of the alphabet. Probably the most famous of
these is Psalm 119, in which each of the ﬁrst eight verses starts with ( אaleph), the second
group with ( בbeth) the third group with ( גgimel) and so on through the twenty-two
letters of the Hebrew alphabet.
Psalm 145 is another such Psalm, but this
one has a diﬀerence: in the Masoretic Text
it appears to skip the letter ( נnun), which
would occur after verse 13, leaving the
Psalm with only twenty-one verses.

The lack of the  נverse has caused some
to question whether the verse may have
fallen out of the Masoretic Text of the
Psalm due to scribal error. They seek to
justify this view on the basis that the נ
verse is found in one medieval Hebrew
manuscript, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the
Septuagint and the Syriac. Indeed, some
modern versions, such as the ESV and NIV, add the supposed missing  נverse to Psalm 145
because of its presence in these witnesses. However, we believe that the omission of
the  נverse is intentional and not at all due to scribal error, and that the evidence for the
proposed  נverse is insubstantial and the verse is rightly omitted.

A survey of the Acrostic Psalms
Other acrostic Psalms in the Hebrew Old Testament are 9 and 10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112,
119. The last three of these Psalms, 111, 112 and 119, are all complete and show no
irregularities in the acrostic pattern. Each letter of the Hebrew alphabet is present,
beginning a half verse (in the Hebrew) in Psalms 111 and 112, and a set of eight verses
in Psalm 119. The other acrostic Psalms, 9 and 10, 25, 34, 37, 145 (all except 10 deﬁnitely
ascribed to David), show irregularities in the acrostic pattern. Psalms 9 and 10 display the
greatest degree of irregularity, omitting seven letters; Psalm 25 omits two letters, doubles
up on another letter and adds an extra letter at the end; Psalm 34 omits a letter and adds
an extra letter at the end; and Psalm 37 omits a letter. Hence, the irregularity in Psalm 145
is not at all unusual. As is evident, the Psalmist, in choosing the acrostic pattern, does not
necessarily bind himself absolutely to it, but does at times vary from it.
In Psalm 25, for example, there are two verses which begin with the Hebrew letter ר
(resh). (It should be borne in mind when reading this that Hebrew reads from right to
13
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left; thus, the ﬁrst letter of a word would appear to be the last to English readers.) The ﬁrst
is ‘( ראה ענייLook upon mine aﬄiction’, v18) and the next is ‘( ראה איביConsider mine
enemies’, v19). Why did the Psalmist double up on the use of the letter  ?רIt is natural to
suppose that the earnestness of his entreaty to God regarding his aﬄiction on the one
hand and his enemies on the other, who were no doubt in large part the cause of that
aﬄiction, impelled him to do so. Thus, the Psalmist modiﬁes the form when his purpose
requires it. He has chosen the literary form of the acrostic, but he does not absolutely bind
himself to it; when the need of his subject matter impels him, he freely modiﬁes the form,
and in fact uses the variation in the set form for an intended eﬀect. The Psalmist ’pauses’,
so to speak, on the letter  רand on the Hebrew word that best expresses his present
aﬄicted condition, ‘ ראהlook’, ‘consider’. The subject matter impels a variation from the
normal acrostic form, while that normal form itself gives the variation all the greater
impact.
Psalm 145 shows the same deliberate variation from the normal form of the acrostic
pattern for an intended purpose. The Psalm is one of praise to God. The acrostic pattern
is probably chosen to bring to bear the full resources of the Hebrew language upon
this expression of praise. It is to be full-orbed praise where every letter of the Hebrew
alphabet evokes a Hebrew word which strikes a new chord in that praise. So verse 3 is ג
and the Psalmist thinks of ‘( גדולgreat’), ‘great is the LORD’; verse 9 is  טand the Psalmist
thinks of ‘( טובgood’), ‘the LORD is good’, and so on. When he comes to verse 13, the letter
is  מand the Psalmist thinks of ‘( מלכותךthy kingdom’), ‘thy kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom’. This verse completes a distinct section of the Psalm and is a climax point in the
Psalm.
The last part of Psalm 145 begins at verse 14 and continues to the end of the Psalm, in
which David praises the Lord for His condescending love. The Psalmist had to decide how
to begin this section. The next letter in the alphabet is  ;נwhat word would this evoke for
the Psalmist? ‘( נפלfall’ or ‘fail’) perhaps? But the Lord does not ‘fall’ or ‘fail’. It is men who
‘fall’ and ‘fail’. So what does the Psalmist do? He makes a striking point by omitting the נ
verse and then writing the next verse, the ( סsamekh) verse, as:
סומך יהוה לכל הנפלים
(‘The LORD upholdeth all that fall’)
Every Hebrew reader of the Psalm will notice something striking at this point: it is the
Psalmist himself who ‘falls’ ( )נפלin the omission of the  נverse. What more graphic way
to highlight the frailty of men and the condescending love of God than by omitting
the  נverse and following with a verse that speaks of the Lord upholding ‘all that fall’
( ?)לכל הנפליםThe structure of the Psalm ‘chimes’, as it were, to the thought expressed by
the words of the Psalm.
Thus, the omission of the  נverse is deliberate and for an intended eﬀect, an eﬀect that
relies on a slight variation from an otherwise closely followed acrostic form.
The purpose of the variation, or apparent irregularity, from the normal acrostic form is
not the same in all acrostic Psalms, but Psalms 25 and 145 plainly demonstrate that such
variation is a deliberate literary device employed for a particular purpose. Clearly, if the
14
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Psalmist chooses the acrostic pattern for a purpose, any variation from that pattern is also
likely to be for a purpose.

Textual witnesses
Some, however, would argue that there is suﬃcient textual evidence for the inclusion
of the supposed missing  נverse. First, there is the evidence of one medieval Hebrew
manuscript. The  נverse appears in this manuscript as:
נאמן יהוה בכל דבריו וחסיד בכול מעשיו
(The LORD is faithful in all his words and holy in all his works)
However, this verse does not appear where it might reasonably be expected in the body
of the text, but rather at the bottom of the manuscript page, as if it were a suggested
correction of the text. Additionally, the proposed verse is similar in its ﬁrst part and
identical in its second part to v17:
צדיק יהוה בכל דרכיו וחסיד בכול מעשיו
(The LORD is righteous in all his ways and holy in all his works)
Thus, the inclusion of the verse introduces a repetition into the Psalm which otherwise
does not contain any repetition.
Secondly, there is the evidence of the Hebrew Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS). The verse appears
as follows:
נאמן אלוהים בדרכיו וחסיד בכול מעשיו
(God is faithful in his ways and holy in all his works)
There are a number of diﬀerences between this verse in the DSS and the one found in the
medieval Hebrew manuscript. The name of God is diﬀerent, being God ( )אלוהיםrather
than LORD ()יהוה. This is signiﬁcant since the name of God which is used throughout the
Psalm in similar expressions is LORD ( )יהוהand not God ()אלוהים: ‘great is the LORD’, ‘the
LORD is gracious and full of compassion’, ‘the LORD is good’; indeed, in the very next verse
after the supposed missing  נverse, the reading is ‘the LORD upholdeth’.
Other diﬀerences between the manuscript and the DSS readings are: ‘his ways’ in the DSS
as opposed to the Hebrew manuscript ‘his words’, and the omission in the DSS of the word
‘all’, which the Hebrew manuscript includes.
The rendering of the supposed  נverse in the Septuagint (a Greek translation of the Old
Testament dating from the second century BC) is:

πιστος κυριος εν τοις λογοις αυτου και οσιος εν πασι τοις εργοις αυτου
(The Lord is faithful in his words and holy in all his works)
The Septuagint diﬀers in the ﬁrst part of the verse from the Hebrew manuscript, simply
having ‘his words’ rather than the Hebrew’s ‘all his words’. In addition, the Septuagint has
‘his words’ as opposed to the DSS’s ‘his ways’.
15
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The Syriac translation of the  נverse has:
The Lord is faithful in his words and righteous in all his works.
There is a signiﬁcant diﬀerence between this version and the Hebrew manuscript, the DSS
and the Septuagint in the second part of the verse: the Syriac has ‘righteous’, whereas the
other three textual witnesses have ‘holy’.
As seen from this survey of the witnesses to the supposed missing  נverse, it is evident
that there is no consistent testimony about the reading, but clear disagreement among
themselves. This is commonly an indication that a verse is spurious.

Conclusion
It may, therefore, be concluded that there is positive evidence that the  נverse is
intentionally omitted from Psalm 145. The inspired authors of the Old Testament use the
Hebrew language with great skill and they sometimes employ literary devices to enhance
their message.
It may also be concluded that the evidence for a supposed missing  נverse is very dubious.
The witnesses to the verse do not agree among themselves but give an inconsistent
testimony to the wording of the verse.
The proposed verse looks like an addition by a scribe who merely noticed a superﬁcial
deﬁciency in an acrostic Psalm but looked no further, nor considered that the omission
might be intentional. If the verse had indeed been dropped from the Psalm, it is
remarkable that more scribes did not attempt to discover the missing verse and restore
it to the Psalm since the deﬁciency in the acrostic must have been obvious to all. So why
are the witnesses to the verse so few and inconsistent? A reasonable explanation is that
most scribes knew that the verse was never originally present. Despite the inconsistency
of omitting the verse, they had suﬃcient reverence for the text not to boldly supply what
they could not be certain was authentic. However, a less cautious scribe, supposing the
verse to have dropped out, perhaps supplied his conjectured version of the missing verse
in the margin of the manuscript on which he worked, which was picked up in a pair of
ancient translations. This explains both the paucity of witnesses and the inconsistency of
their testimony.
It may be asked why, if the evidence for the supposed missing  נverse is slight, the ESV
and the NIV and other modern versions should include the verse. In the case of other
verses, such as 1 John 5.7,8, the modern versions readily exclude the verses on the basis
of the supposed paucity of manuscript and early version evidence. Why then should
there be a diﬀerence in the case of the supposed missing verse in Psalm 145? A possible
explanation is that the inclusion of the verse in the modern versions is simply an implicit
aspersion on the complete reliability of the traditional Masoretic text, which underlies
the Old Testament of the Authorised (King James) Version and other Reformation-era
translations.
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The Treasury
by David J. Broome
Resources Director

I

t is with humble praise to our God that we record His goodness and provision to the
Society through another quarter. The quantities of the Ndebele, Eastern Armenian
and Maori Bibles mentioned in ‘The Treasury’ last time have all now been printed and
have either already reached their respective destinations, or should have, if the Lord will,
by the time you read this. We have again seen the benevolent hand of heaven supplying
our need just when we needed it, whether that be for money, staﬃng, wisdom,
guidance, or even our natural strength for the work. Like the Israelites of old in the
provision of the manna, we truly prove that the Lord’s mercies are new every morning
and great is His faithfulness (cf. Lamentations 3.23), but He does not allow us to hoard
up storehouses (cf. Exodus 16.19).
We now look to the Lord for His continued faithful provision in the future for His own
work. The Society in the UK has been able to set a balanced budget for 2013 for the
ﬁrst time for some years. This has been helped by the price increases that we hope to
implement early in 2013, as well as by project funding from our overseas sponsors and
Branches. Indeed, through this help, it has been possible to increase our Grants budget
modestly too, which is a deﬁnite objective. However, we could do so much more if we
had the funding available.
One of the greatest challenges in relation to the Society’s ﬁnances is that of managing
the cash-ﬂow. One of the most signiﬁcant variables from month to month is the receipt
of legacies, which are by their nature very uncertain in both value and timing. These
days they can often be subject to legal disputes and complications, particularly and
sadly from unconverted relatives who resent their loved ones leaving money to the
Society (and to other Christian organisations). These contested legacies also take up a
lot of our time and eﬀort, and often give heartache.
The other signiﬁcant inﬂuence on our cash-ﬂow is the production budget. By the end
of 2012, we expect to have produced (or bought in) around £1.17 million worth of
Bibles, Scripture portions and related materials for sale or granting. Now that we have
substantially restocked almost all our ranges, we have a reduced production budget
in 2013 of just under £725,000. Generally, we try to minimise unit costs by printing
17
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as many as possible at once and clearly we also need suﬃcient stock to cope with
sudden signiﬁcant orders. On the other hand, we do not wish to be holding more stock
than necessary which ties up cash that we badly need elsewhere. This is a continual
challenge, for which much wisdom is required.
Our supporters will no doubt be pleased to hear that our 2013 production budget
includes provision for an early reprint of the popular Westminster Bible, as well as a
reprinting of our Large Print Bible which has for some time been out of stock. Sadly,
due to low sales volumes, we are currently unable to justify a print run of the Concord
Reference Bible, so this range is suspended for now, although we do have plenty of
stock of the imitation leather editions. As an alternative, the Westminster Bible includes
an improved concordance, and all of the Concord references plus many additional
references and other helps.
In closing, our thoughts are drawn to Isaiah 57.14, where we read ‘Cast ye up, cast ye up,
prepare the way, take up the stumblingblock out of the way of my people’. We recently
heard it expressed very beautifully that this is the principal task of the preacher, to
take up all the obstacles out of the way of sinners who are ﬂeeing to Christ, just as the
roads to the cities of refuge of old had to be kept clear and well-signposted. We believe
that this is also the work of the Society in sending forth the pure Word of God, for this
precious Word, read and preached, is the Lord’s chief method to ‘prepare the way’ to
Christ. As the very words of Christ (cf. John 1.1) are given into the hands of sinners
worldwide, our prayerful desire is that the glorious revelation of Christ will reach their
hearts, by the Holy Spirit’s powerful operations within. But this verse also applies to the
Society in its work, when we are so often hindered by the work of the arch-enemy of
God as well as by his agents on this earth. We would very much value your prayers that
the stumblingblocks may be taken out of the way of this, the Lord’s work, and that He
shall have all the glory.
We remain deeply thankful to all our members, supporters and friends for their
partnership with us in this work, practically, ﬁnancially and in prayer. We gratefully
acknowledge receipt of anonymous gifts totalling £4,412.24 for the period July to
September 2012 (Matthew 6.4).
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AND THE
And they said one to another,
The Rev Dafydd Morris Did not our heart burn within
us, while he talked with us by
The sermon preached at the 181st the way, and while he opened
Annual General Meeting, to us the scriptures?
edited for publication Luke 24.32

I

would like to say what an honour
and a privilege it is for me to be asked
to speak here this afternoon. The
Trinitarian Bible Society is an extremely
worthy society, worthy of all our support
and prayers, and I do pray the Lord’s
richest blessing on this fine work.
I would like to draw your attention this
afternoon to a verse which is very
familiar to you, I am sure: the 24th
chapter of Luke, verse 32. ‘And they
said’—they being Cleopas and whoever
was with him—‘and they said one
to another, Did not our heart burn
within us, while he talked with us by
the way, and while he opened to us the
scriptures?’

In verse 13 they are described as ‘two
of them’—from the company which
is spoken of in previous verses, Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother
of James and the other women, and also
the eleven disciples. So what can we
say of these two? Who are they? They
are believers, regenerate people, saints;
we could say of them that they were
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven;

These two on the Emmaus road were
partakers of ever so many blessings: they
were part of the living family of God.
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they were children of God, adopted,
justified, on their way to Glory. That is
who they were.

informal way with the Lord Jesus Christ,
and in His company. But in spite of all
these multiple blessings and privileges,
they were still cold-hearted and they
would have remained so had not the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself drawn near.

Then there was the blessing of it being
the Lord’s Day, and they had the benefit
of it being the Lord’s Day in the pristine
freshness of its institution. There was
the blessing of where they had been and
what they had witnessed. They had been
in Jerusalem, that type of the heavenly
city above, and they had witnessed the
most important event that this world has
ever seen or ever will see. In comparison
to the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the resurrection, what is the decline
and fall of the Roman Empire or the
discovery of America or the falling of the
Berlin Wall? They are all as nothing in
terms of historical importance.

I am sure that you have noticed in the
past in reading this chapter that Jesus
Himself drew near. The impact of this
is that here we have the things of Christ
in abundance, the things of Christ and
Christianity, those things that I have just
mentioned: fellowship with the saints
of God, the Lord’s Day, the experience
of Jerusalem, the crucifixion, the
resurrection, the Scriptures, something
reminiscent of the ordinance. But
what would all those things have been
without Jesus Himself drawing near?
‘Jesus himself drew near, and went with
them’ (v. 15). With all these blessings
and privileges they still would have been
very poor ambassadors for the Lord
Jesus Christ and unable to show forth
the praises of Him that had called them
out of darkness into His marvellous light;
they would have been very unprofitable
as Christians had not the Lord Jesus
Christ drawn near to them.

Then there was the blessing of Christian
fellowship. Remember that we are told
concerning Christian fellowship, ‘they
that feared the LORD spake often one
to another’ (Malachi 3.16); they were
doing that. A promise followed: ‘and the
LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before
him for them that feared the LORD, and
that thought upon his name’. Admittedly,
these two on the Emmaus road were not
of much help to each other, but they were
speaking about the things of God—they
were not speaking about the weather.
The things of God weighed heavily upon
them, upon their hearts.

Now it seems to me that as far as we are
concerned, and as far as evangelicalism
generally is concerned, we can be in
a similar situation to these two: in a
cold-hearted condition, in a lukewarm
condition, living amidst a multitude
of blessings (not the least of which is
the Scriptures) but lacking those near
approaches of Jesus Himself. Oh that
we might see our need of this and pray
for this and be looking out for this very
thing, so that if the Lord should so
favour us, we might be able to say one
day, ‘It is the Lord; He has come, He has
approached, He has drawn near’. But
what did our Lord do after He drew near
to them? He did not leave them in this

Then there was the inestimable blessing
of the Scriptures when the Lord Jesus
Christ drew near to them. These
Scriptures that the Lord Jesus Christ
expounded were not unknown to them:
they were not unread by them, they were
not unloved by them. Later they had the
blessing of the breaking of bread; there is
something redolent of the Lord’s Supper
in this simple breaking of bread in an
20
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cold-hearted condition; He did not leave
them in this lukewarm condition. He set
about ministering to them.

were nurtured in all that reverence for
the Scriptures, would have had no less a
high view of them. But in spite of having
the Scriptures, reading the Scriptures,
meditating on the Scriptures, perhaps
memorising them and believing them,
these two had missed the mark woefully
concerning the main thrust of Scripture,
regarding the central theme of Scripture.

The first thing Jesus did was
to refer them to Himself in
the Scriptures
He began at Moses and all the prophets
and expounded to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning
Himself. Now when we think of it, He
could have revealed Himself to them
right then as they walked, without
referring to the Scriptures. But He knew,
of course, that He would not always be
physically present with them. So He gave
them the means and showed them the
way in which He is to be found in the
future. Indeed, He is showing us the way
in which He is going to be found; He has
shown all Christians of all times the way
in which He is to be found.

Would it not be extremely ironic if we
as supporters of this worthy Society,
the Trinitarian Bible Society, were in
the same position as these two? As
well as reading and meditating upon
the Scriptures, even trembling before
God’s Word, perhaps involved with
the translation or the propagation and
distribution of the Scriptures, even our
whole lives revolving in one way or
another round the book: would it not be
tragic and ironic if we did not realise that
this book is about Jesus Christ!
There are all sorts of views of the
Scripture—a casket where gems of
truth are stored, a manual for living, a
textbook for sorting out life’s problems,
a repository of teaching, a collection of
wonderful histories. You may have the
highest view possible of Scripture and
hold that view genuinely and sincerely,
but still the Lord Jesus Christ can be
missed. We can fail to understand that
this book is about the Lord Jesus Christ,
first to last, and that He is everywhere
spoken of within the covers of Holy
Scripture. This is what He Himself
declares: ‘Search the scriptures; for…
they are they which testify of me’ (John
5.39). Moses ‘wrote of me’ says the Lord
(5.46); ‘in the volume of the book it is
written of me’ (Hebrews 10.7). In the
synagogue at Nazareth He opens the
scroll of Scripture and begins to read,
and after He has done that He gives the
scroll back to the minister. What has
He done? The Lord Jesus Christ has

Surely this is a vital matter for us to
grasp. Obviously then it is not through
the working up of feelings: that is not the
way that the Lord Jesus Christ is to be
found. It is not that we are to create for
ourselves a religious atmosphere; it is not
through mysticism that the Lord is going
to be found. But it is in the Word of God
that Jesus is to be found.
These two people on the road, of course,
would have been familiar with the
Scriptures. Indeed, they would have had
a high view of Scripture; to them, these
writings would have been the oracles of
God (as indeed they are). Mr. Watts, in
his little booklet The Lord Gave the Word,
shows us how careful the Jews were—the
Jewish copyists in particular, according
to Philo and Josephus. The Jews would
rather suffer torment or even death
than change anything in the Holy Word
of God. Early Christian believers, who
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read about Himself (Luke 4.16ff ).

Lord Jesus Christ spoken of in the Old
Testament? What are we to look for so
that this effect is produced, for surely
we are after this effect, are we not? Their
hearts burned: how did that come about?

So it is not a wonder that when it comes
to preaching, the Apostles preached
Christ. When the Holy Spirit descended
at Pentecost, Peter got up and did not
deliver a general sermon; no, it was about
the Lord Jesus Christ. When the Apostle
Paul went to Corinth, he determined to
know nothing but Christ crucified (cf.
1 Corinthians 2.2). Philip, in his personal
preaching to the eunuch from Isaiah 53,
preached unto him Jesus; he understood
that Isaiah 53 spoke about the Lord Jesus
Christ (Acts 8.26ff ). When Paul exhorted
the Philippian jailer, he said ‘Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved’ (Acts 16.31).

Our Lord Himself, as He led this most
glorious Bible study, surely would have
shown them that He was spoken of
in three principal ways, which cluster
together in the third chapter of Genesis—
that woeful but wonderful chapter
which provides the basis for the future
revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Christ in Theophany
First, He is spoken of in Person,
in other words, in Theophanies or
Christophanies. These are the mysterious
appearances of Jesus Christ in person
before He was fully incarnate. Let us
just think of the revelation of Christ in
that third chapter of Genesis. There is
a Person who is denominated the Lord
God; this Person is the Lord God who
appears, walks, speaks and works. When
the Lord God speaks in the third chapter
of Genesis, He was not speaking in a
disembodied voice from heaven but
was a Person there present who spoke.
I would suggest to you that it cannot be
anybody else but the Lord Jesus Christ in
theophanic manifestation.

This was also the view, in the main, of the
Church Fathers. Irenaeus, in the second
century, spoke of Christ the treasure
hidden in the field of the Old Testament.1
Augustine regarded the Old Testament
as a Christian document, he said,
because Christ is pictured throughout it.2
Luther spoke of Christ wrapped in the
swaddling clothes of the Old Testament.3
Calvin said that ‘we ought to read the
Scriptures with an express design of
finding Christ in them’.4 We mention also
a Welshman, the hymn-writer William
Williams, dear Williams of Pantycelyn,
who said, ‘my Jesus is the marrow of the
Bible’.5 The man who stood here, dear
Spurgeon, said ‘The Scriptures (with all
reverence of them do we speak) are but
the mine—Christ is the treasure! They
are the fields, but He is the harvest! Take
Christ out of the Bible and what is it?
He is the sum and the substance of it
all! And when you search the Scriptures
you should search them that you may
find Him’ and, listen to this, ‘or else you
misuse and abuse them’.6 Now that is
strong language!

The Lord God He is certainly, but the
Father has never made Himself visible on
earth, and the Holy Spirit is incorporeal.
So it must be the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh
the wonder of it! Just as the Lord Jesus
Christ after the resurrection drew near to
the two walking on the Emmaus road, so
He does the same thing in the Garden of
Eden: He comes to Adam and Eve. You
will also remember further on in the Old
Testament revelation that Isaiah prayed ‘Oh
that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that
thou wouldest come down’ (Isaiah 64.1).

So we could ask how exactly then is the
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Unbidden, the Lord Jesus Christ has
done just that: He has torn the veil
between time and eternity and stepped
through the rip, as it were, and He comes
leaping over the hills of separation
and skipping over the mountains of
provocation. Nothing can keep Him
away; He manifests himself to these
rebels, these upstarts Adam and Eve.
They disgrace themselves as they plunge
the whole human race and their posterity
into misery and shame. But what an
amazing coming! He comes very quickly
indeed. He is not going to let the sun
go down upon His wrath. He comes
in the cool of the evening, but how
graciously, coming to talk with them and
to walk with them rather than coming
with thunderbolts to destroy them
immediately.

with fig leaves, was fruitless. Those fig
leaves were just a mockery of a covering
and left our first parents vulnerable and
fearful and shivering and blame shifting:
found out, condemned.
Has he come to you and clothed you with
the garments of salvation and decked you
with the robe of righteousness from the
heavenly wardrobe? What is this robe of
righteousness? It is the active obedience
of Christ woven in loving faithfulness; it
is the fulfilment of the law of God. These
form the warp and the woof, the weave
of the garment of righteousness. We are
naked no more. We are shivering no
more. We are no more on the run from
God, trying to excuse ourselves, trying
to prevaricate, trying to hide. We are not
doing those things now because the Lord
Jesus Christ has provided a covering for
us.

Somebody is going to say, ‘Wait a minute,
was not this theophany awesome? Did
not the Lord come for judgment?’ Yes,
He did. We see in the third chapter of
Genesis the solemn wrath of the Lamb.
After all, He is Jesus Christ the righteous.
True to character, He brought our first
parents to book, as He will bring all
sinners to book. In the Garden, He
addressed searching questions and tried
their case: He adjudicated and found
them guilty and passed sentence. He
cannot do otherwise as a righteous and a
Holy God. But in wrath He remembered
mercy and set to work for them, making
coats of skins for Adam and Eve.

The theophanies of the Old Testament
encourage us to look for and desire that
the Lord Jesus Christ would come and
show Himself to us, would manifest
Himself for His gracious purpose. We
read of this in that wonderful verse in
Proverbs (8.31) that His delights are with
the sons of men. It is an encouragement
for us to look out for Him and to desire
His coming to us.
When He comes in the Old Testament
in these theophanies, it is always for
some gracious, rescuing purpose. He
came to rescue Jacob and wrestle the
self-sufficiency out of him. He came to
rescue Abraham from barrenness; He
leads him out and shows him the stars
of heaven and indicates that his progeny
would be that numerous. He came to
rescue Elijah from the terrors of the law.
Poor Elijah got himself back under the
law; he had gone to Sinai, he had gone to
Horeb, but it would have been far better
for him to go to Jerusalem. The Lord

It reminds me of bespoke tailoring, when
somebody bespeaks a suit. You go to your
tailor and bespeak a suit: you ask the
tailor to make a suit of your choice. But
that is not what happens here. It is the
divine Tailor setting to work unbidden.
So it is all of grace. It is the love and the
pity of the Lord Jesus Christ. He looks
at these two; they are pathetic. Their
attempts at self covering, self justification
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Jesus Christ has to rescue him and says,
‘What doest thou here, Elijah?’ (1 Kings
19.9ff ). He does not speak to him in the
earthquake or in the fire or in the wind,
but in a Gospel way, in a gracious way,
in a still small voice. That is the sort of
thing that the Lord Jesus Christ does
when He comes in theophany in the Old
Testament.

war: conflict between Christ and Satan
and Christ’s seed and Satan’s seed.
Then is prophesied the bruising of the
serpent’s head and the seed’s heel. But
I would encourage you this afternoon
to see the disparity here. The heel of
the woman’s seed would be bruised.
We would not minimise the Saviour’s
sufferings, but when we consider the
sufferings of the Saviour as inflicted by
Satan and what Satan was allowed to do,
he was only able to inflict, as it were, a
flesh wound on the Saviour’s heel. He will
recover from that flesh wound and travail
in the greatness of His strength, mighty
to save, and declared to be the Son of
God with power.

What of us? Are we not in a position
where we need to be rescued? Our little
causes need to be rescued. Our noninfluential testimony needs to be rescued.
Our coldness, our barrenness, really
calls out for the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ to us, as He was so willing to do
seemingly in Old Testament times.

Christ in Prophecy

On the other hand, Satan’s head will
be bruised: a fatal injury in a strategic
place, the head. Treading gently here, are
we to understand that Satan’s intellect
has been irreversibly marred because of
this head wound? Is it too much to say
that Satan is brain-damaged and has
learning difficulties? There is evidence
that it is so because, after being told by
the Lord Jesus Christ in no uncertain
terms that the incarnation will take
place, Satan persistently tries during the
Old Testament centuries to prevent it.
What can we say about that? Perversity
certainly, evil certainly, but maybe Satan
is slow to learn as well.

Again in Genesis 3 there is the prophecy,
the proto-evangel. Thinking of the
setting of that is quite amazing. There is
a preacher-prophet here who predicts
certain things: it is Jesus who is the
preacher; and there is a hearer here
who is the serpent, Satan. There are also
Adam and Eve: the whole human race
is listening in, a congregation of two—
defeated, vanquished, miserable sinners.
Satan has plundered their privileges and
blessings, and is gloating. Amazingly,
however, the Lord Jesus Christ, in
speaking to Adam, is speaking to the
One who would be His ancestor as far
as His humanity was concerned! What a
strange and a wonderful thing!

The bruising of Satan’s head means the
breaking of his regal power. It means
the clearing away of sin. It means the
destruction of death by the resurrection.
It means captivity taken captive. It means
the ascension. It means the victory of
the Gospel and the descent of the Spirit.
It means the ultimate casting of the
devil and his minions into the lake of
fire. All that is included in the bruising
of his head. ‘Did not our hearts burn
within us?’ What a wonderful day it will

First we see prophesied the incarnation:
the seed of the woman, an intimation of
the miraculous conception that causes
a virgin to conceive and bear a Son. The
Apostle Paul confirms it in the Epistle to
the Galatians, ‘made of a woman, made
under the law’ (Galatians 4.4)—of a
woman with no involvement of a man.
Then we see enmity prophesied, all-out
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in order to protect them as well as to
make them decent. The justification
provided by the Lord Jesus Christ is
protective as well. ‘Who shall lay any
thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is
God that justifieth’ (Romans 8.33). What
a protection for us! We can face our
enemies; we can face devils; we can face
the accusations of our own consciences
with this righteousness on.

be when we see this actually coming to
pass. What a great hallelujah will come
up from the church of God when we see
Satan finished off once and for all.
So a Person, a prophecy, pictures, types
are seen. The animal that had been
slain in order to obtain coats was the
first actual death in the world, and it
was instigated at the hands of the Lord
Jesus. An innocent victim was slain, but
that death was purposeful and it was
productive, so we cannot fail surely to
see there a foreshadowing of Calvary,
the atonement: there is something so
poignant here. Now I do not know how
exactly the Lord Jesus Christ killed the
animal—we are not told, but if it was a
knife that He used, wasn’t it a poignant
moment for the Saviour knowing what
would happen when His Father would
unsheathe the glittering sword of justice
and plunge it into His bosom, as it were.

We must not think of Adam or Eve
walking around like some primitive
cavemen; the skins surely would have
been beautiful. Why? Because the
Lord Jesus Christ would not make
anything that was ugly, rudimentary
or unbecoming. He will do all things
well, and these skins would have
beautified Adam and Eve. Certainly the
righteousness of Christ which we wear is
the most beautiful thing in the universe.
These skins needed to be long-lasting
as well. Adam lived for centuries and
centuries. The skins would have to wear
well; and the robe of righteousness which
you wear (if you are the Lord’s) will last
forever and ever and will never wear out.
You may wear it now; you may draw it
close to you in death; you may wear it in
Heaven; you may wear it at the judgment;
you may wear it in the new heavens and
in the new earth, because He has brought
in everlasting righteousness. Everlasting:
it does not wear out.

This brings us back to the coats of skins.
They are types or pictures, and are in
marked contrast to fig leaves. Those
fig leaves would have been hopeless
coverings. You have probably never tried
to sew fig leaves together; it would be
a fruitless task. They would be wilting
before you started, tearing apart. What
a silly thing to do, sewing fig leaves
together. Worse, they just would not
cover. But the skins would have given
adequate, sufficient covering for Adam
and Eve’s nakedness. This type tells us
about the righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Christ which is imputed to us. When we
wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness
we are justified from all things; this is the
all-sufficient nature of the covering.

On the Emmaus road, the Lord Jesus
Christ drew attention to two streams of
suffering and glory: the cross and the
crown, conflict and conquest. We see
them very clearly in the third chapter
of Genesis. The victim suffered as a
foreshadowing of the Lord’s suffering in
His humiliation. We see another hint of
His humiliation in that He condescended
to work and to make these coats of skins.
He took upon Himself the work of an

Additionally these skins would have
been protective. Remember that thorns
and thistles were going to spring up
and would prick Adam and Eve as they
walked, so they needed these skins
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He had gone back to Heaven, they would
not lack a teacher. The church would
have the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, as
their teacher.

artisan and would do so again when He
was fully incarnate in the carpenter’s
shop where He would have sweat on His
brow and sawdust on His clothes. We see
that side of things in the third chapter
of Genesis, but there is also glory in the
victory promised and these beautiful
provisions of the tailor-made coats of
skins.

It is a temptation to regard the ministry
of the Holy Spirit as an additional luxury
rather than a vital necessity. We feel
that we are very blessed these days with
commentaries; we have our intellect, we
have been college-trained, and we have
our exegetes. But what are we left with?
Cold hearts, because we rely on these
things. But to have the burning heart
we must have the Holy Spirit, not as an
additional luxury but as a vital necessity.

Had Cleopas and his companion
understood and believed these things,
they would not have been disappointed
or dejected and perplexed as they were.
Rather, they would have been filled with
solemn joy, because the Lord had fulfilled
His word. But if we miss such revelations
of Jesus Christ in the Old Testament,
what are we left with?

What will the Holy Spirit do regarding
the Lord Jesus Christ in the Scriptures?
The Lord Jesus says gloriously, ‘He will
guide you into all truth’ (John 16.13).
Surely what is meant here is the truth
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. But
look at the image of guiding. The Holy
Spirit guiding: that suggests that we,
naturally speaking, are like blind people.
We are groping and unable to find the
way; we are unable naturally to find the
Lord Jesus Christ in Scripture in such a
way as to cause the burning heart.

As preachers we will resort to preaching
principles, practices, precepts without
Christ. We’ll have our character studies
and subjects and histories, and our
congregations will say, ‘They have taken
away my Lord’ (cf. John 20.13). God
forbid!
Now friends, I hope you will indulge me.
I have two more things; that was the first
and longest point; the other two points
are much shorter.

Think of the picture: a person outside
the Metropolitan Tabernacle, wanting
to cross this busy road, but the person is
blind. Then a kind passerby notices the
white stick and comes alongside and very
gently asks, ‘Would you like me to take
you over?’ ‘Oh, yes please, thank you very
much indeed.’ Gently the kind helper
guides the person across the road. That is
the kind of help that we must have from
the Holy Spirit, guiding us to the Person,
to the work and the offices and titles
and characters and relationships and the
fulness and sufficiency and comeliness
and suitability of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Oh, Holy Spirit, guide us to Jesus!

Second, the two on the
Emmaus road were led to
find Christ in the Scriptures
The Lord Jesus Christ did not just tell the
two on the Emmaus road what they had
been missing. He could have produced
scrolls of Scripture and told them to look
for the promised Messiah in Scripture,
the conflict and the triumph: He could
have given them the clue and left them to
it. But He did not do that. He took them
through the Scriptures. He led them and
taught them. And He promised that, after
26

Issue Number: 602 – January to March 2013
But although He taught the early
disciples from the Old Testament
Scriptures, we need Him to guide us
to Jesus in the New Testament as well
if we are to have that real savour of the
Lord Jesus Christ. If we are to view Him
with the eye of faith, if we are to hear
Him speak, if we are to have a living
experience of Him, we need the Holy
Spirit to help us. So we need to put our
arm in the arm of the Holy Ghost, as it
were, so that He might lead and guide us.

‘He shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you’ (John
14.26). And oh, what a teacher! All that
you have received from the Holy Spirit
you will really have learnt and you won’t
be shaken. When people change their
minds concerning the cardinal truths, it’s
because there has been human teaching
only, resulting in an opinion, a notion
lightly held. But when the Holy Spirit
teaches, He teaches the heart and there
is heart conviction, heart knowledge and
application.

Then what else? The Lord Jesus Christ
promised ‘the Spirit of truth…shall
glorify me’ (John 16.13–14). He will turn
the floodlights on Me, He will illuminate
Me, He will show off My manifested
excellence. He will eulogise Me, He will
preach Me so that believers will realise
that there is none like unto Me. When
the Holy Spirit has led you, you will say
He is all together lovely, you will say He
is precious and worthy of all praise.

Spirit of God my teacher be
Showing the things of Christ to me.7
So I say if we are to have the burning
heart, first we must find Christ in the
Scriptures, and second we must be led to
Him by the Holy Spirit.

Third, there must be the
exercise of God-given faith

Then the Saviour promises that the Holy
Spirit will take of the things of Christ and
show them to His people (John 16.15).
He will take the blood and substitution,
the love and grace, the mercy and
truth of Christ and show them—bring
them near and bring them home to
the believer so that there is a personal
interest in Him.

‘O fools, and slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have spoken’ (Luke
24.25). If we want burning hearts there
must be connection, engagement with
and appropriation of the Lord Jesus
Christ found in Scripture. There must be
a trusting of Him, a launching out upon
Him, and not a leaving of Him on the
page as it were.

‘He shall testify of me’, says the Saviour
(John 15.26). It’s as if the Holy Spirit
takes the witness box and goes on
oath to testify concerning Christ. And
who better to do so? He was there at
our Lord’s conception, baptism and
temptation, crucifixion and resurrection.
I would rather believe the testimony of
the Holy Spirit than that of unbelieving
clerics who say that He only arose in the
minds of the disciples and so on. They
were not there. The Holy Spirit was!—the
Divine Witness.

Who shall be our example in trusting
the Saviour? Perhaps the two culprits
in Genesis 3! If Adam had not trusted
Christ he might well have called his
wife Death or some other doom-laden
name; but no, he called her ‘Eve; because
she was the mother of all living’ (v. 20).
Surely if he believed what he had been
told concerning the coming of the
woman’s seed, he would recognise that
there had to be a human race and a
mother producing progeny. Although
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Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record
Eve hadn’t borne any children as yet, he
calls her the mother of all living. Adam
had started to walk by faith and not by
sight.

chapter 53, in Philip Schaff, Nicene
and Post-Nicene Fathers, 20 vols., 1-05,
Christian Classics Ethereal Library, www.
ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf105.x.iii.liii.html,
accessed 18 October 2012.

Following his believing, he is clothed and
Eve is too. Would the Lord have vested
them just to tantalise them? Perish the
thought. Surely we have portrayed here

3. Martin Luther, ‘Preface to the Old
Testament’, quoted in Oswald Bayer,
Thomas Trapp, trans., Martin Luther’s
Theology: A Contemporary Interpretation
(Grand Rapids, MI, USA: Wm. B.
Eerdmans, 2008), p. 90, books.google.
co.uk/books?id=52K_zOZJ1IsC&pg,
accessed 18 October 2012.

Thy righteousness which grace imputes,
And faith alone receives.8
When Eve conceives, she says that she
has got a man from the Lord (Genesis
4.1), using the covenant name LORD.

4. John Calvin, Commentary on John,
on John 5.39, Christian Classics Ethereal
Library, www.ccel.org/ccel/calvin/
calcom34.xi.viii.html, accessed
18 October 2012.

Is it too much to surmise that Abel was
shown what sort of offering to bring in
faith by Adam and Eve—that they had
become evangelists! Did they make plain
the way of salvation, saying,

5. William Williams, Golwg ar Deyrnas
Crist, quoted in E. Wyn James, ‘Bala and
the Bible: Thomas Charles, Ann Griffiths
and Mary Jones’, Cardiff University, www.
anngriffiths.cardiff.ac.uk/bible.html,
accessed 18 October 2012.

There is a way for man to rise
To that sublime abode:
An offering and a sacrifice,
A Holy Spirit’s energies,
An Advocate with God.9

6. C. H. Spurgeon, ‘Unwillingness
to come to Christ’, Christian Classics
Ethereal Library, www.ccel.org/ccel/
spurgeon/sermons22.liv.html, accessed
18 October 2012.

Friends, we have a far fuller revelation
of Christ than Adam and Eve had. Oh,
for believing engagement with the Lord
Jesus Christ of the Scriptures. May our
hearts burn within us in our Spirit-led
encounters with Him in His Holy Word.

7. Eliza Edmonds Hewitt, ‘More about
Jesus would I know’, Christian Hymns
(Bryntirion, Bridgend, Wales: The
Evangelical Movement of Wales, 1977),
no. 609.

Endnotes:
1. Irenaeus, ‘The Treasure Hid in the
Scriptures is Christ’, Adversus Hæreses,
in www.bible-researcher.com/irenaeus.
html, accessed 18 October 2012.

8. Augustus Toplady, ‘Fountain of
never ceasing grace’, ibid., no. 539.
9. Thomas Binney, ‘Eternal Light!
Eternal Light!’, ibid., no. 5.

2. Augustine, Anti-Pelagian Writings,

28

Issue Number: 602 – January to March 2013

and his
Bible charity

by G. C
Chewter
hewt
wter
wt
er
Depu
De
puta
pu
tation
ta
n Speaker
Spe
peak
aker
ak
er
Deputation
forr th
fo
he Society
Soci
ciet
ci
etyy
et
the

[Editor: In his will Lord Philip Wharton,
the 4th Baron Wharton, left money
to form a Bible charity to distribute
Bibles to children. The Trinitarian Bible
Society continues this excellent plan
with our Sabbath School Learning Prize
Fund (contact the Society for more
information).]

Theloved
pious Wharton
the Word of God,
And by his will
still spreads it far and wide.
Wooburn is favoured
by his last bequest,
Its poor are now
with yearly Bibles blest;
The well appointed Psalms
they learn and say,
They’re pleased to bear
the godly prize away,
A prize indeed surpassing
human thought,
With every precious heavenly
blessing fraught.
May Wharton’s gift
from age to age endure,
A pattern to the rich,
a blessing to the poor.1

His parentage and early life
The 17th century, in which Lord
Philip Wharton lived, was one of the
most turbulent periods in British

Lord Philip Wharton by Van Dyck
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institutions, their great wealth being
coveted by the King and some of his
courtiers.

history, both politically and religiously,
with breakdown between Crown and
Parliament, Civil War, execution of the
king, formation of a republic for eleven
years, the ejection of two thousand
Anglican ministers from their livings, the
Great Fire of London and the Glorious
Revolution.

The 2nd Lord Wharton, also named
Thomas, like his father was Sheriff of
Cumberland. He represented the county
in Parliament and was knighted in 1545.
A Roman Catholic, he had no sympathy
with the progress of the Reformation
under Edward VI. When Elizabeth
became queen he was committed to the
Tower for celebrating mass at Newhall.
While incarcerated he lost his wife and
was given a compassionate release.

The Wharton family history can be
traced back to a period sometime before
the Norman Conquest of 1066, when
several branches of the family settled in
North Lancashire and Westmoreland
(now Cumbria). Later, at the beginning
of the 13th century, the family home
(Wharton Hall) was built in the parish of
Kirkby Stephen, Westmoreland, and was
described as ‘a fair Lordship on the banks
of the river Eden’.2

The 3rd Lord Wharton, Philip, born
in 1555, served as Justice of the Peace
for Cumberland and several other
counties. After attaining his majority
he took his place in the House of Lords,
which proved to be rather uneventful:
attending debates for forty years without
ever taking part! He experienced a great
sorrow in 1609 when his eldest son,
George, heir to the title and estates, was
killed in a duel.

Thomas, the 1st Lord Wharton,
described as an overbearing and
ambitious man, was a close ally of Henry
VIII.
His chief interest in the
Reformation, like his royal
Master, was personal and
political; and in his religion
advanced no further than the
King, who prided himself on
being ‘the defender of the faith’,
hanging Roman Catholics who
denied his supremacy, and
burning Protestants who rejected
the Roman Catholic doctrines he
enjoined.3

The line of succession then led to
George’s brother, Thomas. Thomas had
married Philadelphia, daughter of the
1st Earl of Monmouth, and both of them
were blessed with the distinguishing
grace of God and sought to nurture their
family by godly example and precept.
Thomas was a Member of Parliament
for Westmoreland, and exhibited strong
sympathies with the principles and
practices of the Puritans, who believed
the reforms in the church had not
gone far enough; they emphasised the
importance of delighting in God, with
His Word influencing every aspect of life,
personal faith and practice, family life
and church life, as well as the conduct of
the nation.

Thomas served in Henry’s Parliament
as Member for Appleby and was made
Sheriff of Cumberland in 1529. He is
said to have done the king great service
by his wise counsel and experience,
acting as visitor to the monasteries4
in Cumberland, Westmoreland and
Northumberland. During Henry’s reign
the dissolution of monasteries put an end
to these prosperous (and often corrupt)

It was in 1613 that Philip Wharton was
born at Aske Hall, Richmond, North
30

Issue Number: 602 – January to March 2013
Yorkshire, the eldest son of Thomas and
Philadelphia. Just two years previously,
a new translation of the Holy Bible in
English was published: the Authorised
(King James) Version. This is particularly
significant since this little boy, Philip
Wharton, was to become a distinctly
zealous promoter of God’s precious
Word.

Samuel Wales, minister of Morley, sought
to provide wise counsel to the young
man:
Repel with infinite loathing the
whispering of those wretches who
go about to persuade you that…
forwardness in religion is a stain
and blemish to noble blood…
As God hath made you heir
of your father’s greatness, so
labour to shew forth an express
image of his grace and Godly
conversation…

As with other Puritans, their home was
distinguished by the doctrines of the
Reformation and personal piety, and
Thomas and Philadelphia sought to
bring up their children in the fear and
admonition of the Lord. It was into this
home that King James I was welcomed
for a night on his way to Scotland in
1617, no doubt a memorable experience
for the four-year-old Philip.

The Father of mercies enrich
with all blessings of heaven and
earth the noble and virtuous
Philadelphia, your mother…
and as you increase in days and
stature, so may you increase in
all sanctifying gifts, and in favour
with God and man.7

The happiness of this home was
disrupted by the early death of Thomas,
who died in the full assurance of faith
in 1622. Philip then had ‘the benefit of
the example and counsel of an excellent
mother… He was distinguished…by
“the morning star of early piety”’.5 Philip’s
grandfather survived his son, but only by
three years. Philip, not quite twelve years
old, then became the 4th Lord Wharton,
inheriting the title and estates with an
income of over £8,000 per annum (the
buying power of £14.7 million today: a
lot of money for a twelve-year-old boy!)

Philip’s subsequent adult life and
testimony abundantly demonstrate that
this good man’s prayerful entreaties were
not in vain. His friend continued:
I remember to have seen him in
his old age, when those fine legs
were shrunk almost to the bone,
to point to them in that worn
and decrepit condition and (hear
him) say ‘here are the handsome
legs which I was so proud of in
my youth. See, what is the beauty
of man that he should take pride
in it.8

At the age of thirteen Philip was sent to
Oxford to further his education, entering
Exeter College in 1626. His youth was
somewhat spent in the vanities of the
world. One who knew Philip well wrote:

Having completed his education at
Oxford, Philip was allowed to travel for
three years with his younger brother,
Thomas. He journeyed through France
and volunteered under the Prince of
Orange. He returned to England in the
winter of 1631, as commanded by the
king.

He was one of the handsomest of
men, and the greatest beau of his
time; he had particularly fine legs
and took great delight to showing
them in dancing.6
It was at this time that the godly Puritan
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‘Squelching of public fires’. Becoming
a Spiritualist he professed to be able
to contact angels and departed spirits;
he regarded whisky as a ‘sovereign
remedy’.10 However, his diary entries at
the end of his life hold out some hope of
repentance.

His wives and children
The following year, aged nineteen,
he married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir
Thomas Wandsford of Pickhill, North
Yorkshire. Sadly, she died, leaving him
with two very young daughters. About
a year after the loss of his first wife,
Lord Wharton married Jane Goodwin
of Winchendon, Buckinghamshire,
the only daughter of the Puritan MP
for Aylesbury, Arthur Goodwin, ‘a
man distinguished by piety, wisdom
and virtue’.9 Upon his death she
inherited the family estate and the
Whartons took up residence at
Upper Winchendon Manor.

Soon after the birth of Lady Wharton’s
twelfth child she died, just forty years
of age. Lord Wharton felt this keenly,
eulogising her as ‘a most happy and
intelligent woman, in all points most
perfect’.11

Lord and Lady Wharton were
blessed with twelve children but
experienced deep anxieties and
sorrows as well as many joys. A
number of their children died in
infancy. The inscription on the grave
of their third child, Arthur, said:
Nine months wrought me in the
wombe,
Nine more brought me to the
tombe
Let an infant teach thee, man,
Since this life is but a span,
Use so that thou
maist be,
Happy in the next
with me.
Their eighth child,
Goodwin, was very
clever, recognised as
a mechanical genius,
but was waywardly
immoral as well as
eccentric. In 1676 he
patented his design
of the first effective
fire-engine, described
as useful for the

Charles I preparing for the battle of Edgehill

He was to father one more child,
William, with his third, Scottish, wife,
Anne Carr. This son, seriously wounded
in a duel, died at the early age of twentyfive; the shock brought his
mother with sorrow to
the grave.

His work
For much of his life
Lord Wharton took an
active part in public
affairs. He represented
the grievances of his
native Yorkshiremen
before King Charles I,
who was so irritated that
he threatened to hang
Memorial stone at Edgehill
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him if he ever dared meddle again! Lord
Wharton witnessed the mighty struggle
that arose between the Crown and
Parliament. In spite of the king’s threat,
Lord Wharton did all in his power to
avert war and supported a petition to the
king asking for a treaty with the Scots.
A war council was held and Wharton
narrowly escaped being shot as a mover
of sedition.

the army became master of Parliament,
Wharton withdrew from public life
and returned to Buckinghamshire, not
wishing to be seen as party to Charles’s
execution.
During this troubled period of English
history, in 1643 a most remarkable
gathering of 121 ministers and Bible
scholars sought to restructure the Church
of England: the Westminster Assembly
of Divines, which sat for six years. Lord
Wharton, appointed as one of thirty lay
assessors, began with a zealous interest
and appeared to support a national
Presbyterian church, but the majority
would not allow independent churches
so he supported the Dissenting brethren
seeking more liberty.

It is evident from his letters that he
earnestly desired reconciliation between
king and Parliament. He asked,
Hath all this kingdom no persons
prudent enough according to
their affection to prevent the ruin
coming upon us; or, is it want of
industry; or, is it the wantonness
of some few interested or
incompetent people to pull more
down in one day than the rest
can build up in years; or, is it a
judgement upon us immediately
from the hand of God, for which
no natural or politic reason can
be given?12
When the Scots Regiments challenged
the king, Lord Wharton, a close friend of
Oliver Cromwell, served as colonel of a
regiment of his own raising and fought in
the battle of Edgehill. His men were soon
routed by the Royalist forces; three or
four regiments ran away, including Lord
Wharton’s. His opponents claimed that
out of cowardice Wharton ran and hid
in a sawpit. Thus started the unpleasant
nickname Sawpit Wharton, which
provided his enemies with a taunt for the
rest of his life.13

Oliver Cromwell

A warm-hearted Puritan, Lord Wharton
recognised the importance of churches
having true God-fearing men as pastors
and was pleased to serve on a committee
whose task was to remove ‘scandalous’
incumbents—inefficient, immoral or
decidedly Royalist. He enthusiastically
used this opportunity to fill vacancies
with faithful and devoted men, as when
he wrote to Lord Fairfax regarding the
post at Grinton in Swaledale:

Under Cromwell’s leadership, the
New Model army of Roundheads
and Ironsides proved victorious over
the Royalist forces, resulting in the
imprisonment of the king in Carisbrooke
Castle on the Isle of Wight in 1648. Once

An honest, faithful, godly man
might be put in who might be of
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bold spirit and an able body. Most
of the Dale, he adds, are in my
hands, and I would be exceeding
glad therefore…that it be well
supplied.14

Political instability followed Cromwell’s
death and Lord Wharton (with many
others) supported the Restoration
of the Monarchy. In 1660 Charles II
returned from exile in France, and in
his Declaration from Breda promised
religious toleration, stating, ‘No man
shall be disquieted or called in question
for differences of opinion in matters of
religion’.16

Over the years he placed Puritans
in the livings over which he was
patron. At his own parish church in
Upper Winchendon he appointed the
Independent minister Thomas Gilbert,
while John Gunter, another Independent,
was presented with the living at
Waddesdon before moving on to the
rectory at Bedale in Yorkshire. Whatever
sentiments these men held regarding
church order and discipline, Wharton
(like Cromwell) was chiefly concerned
that they were ‘able ministers of the New
Testament’.

However, within two years the Act
of Uniformity became law, requiring
every minister of the national church to
subscribe to all the rites and ceremonies
of the Book of Common Prayer. The
Bishops were resolute in enforcing this,
resulting in nearly two thousand rectors
and vicars, nearly one-fifth of the English
clergy, leaving the established church
for conscience’ sake. This Act drove out
many of the most learned and godly
ministers the church possessed and
began seventy years of spiritual decline.

At his Manor house in Winchendon
his close friend Oliver Cromwell would
sometimes stay; Cromwell’s letters
reveal that he took a close interest in
the Wharton family. In the bonds of
Christian affection Cromwell wrote ‘I
know my heart… I love you in truth’.15
Lord Wharton used his close friendship
with Cromwell and his own considerable
wealth to benefit others in need, sending
money to Richmond, Yorkshire, for the
formation of a charity supplying coal for
poor families.

Wharton used his position to make
complaint and did all within his
power to support the oppressed and
persecuted Nonconformists, attending
their meetings, paying their fines and
receiving them into his home. Many
ejected ministers were appointed agents
on his estates or managers of the lead
mines of Yorkshire.

Wooburn Manor
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Lord Wharton had observed
that since the Restoration of
the Monarchy in 1660,
The reading of the Bible
had been much neglected,
parental teaching and
family prayer had fallen
into disuse, the practice
of public and private
catechising had been
largely discontinued,
owing in part to the
repression of Puritan
ministers, while many of the
conforming clergy ‘cared for
none of these things’; ignorance
of the Scriptures abounded, piety
declined, and indifference and
immorality increased.17

William of Orange arrives at Torbay 1688

these proposals, Lord Wharton and three
others were committed to the Tower
of London for high contempt. Having
presented a petition to the House of
Lords he was released on health grounds
after five months.

He was also aware that a significant
number of men who applied for
ordination were ignorant of a basic
knowledge of the Scriptures. Having a
great reverence for the Word of God and
being persuaded of its truth, excellence
and usefulness, Philip Wharton felt
burdened to use his financial resources
for the promotion of the Word of Life.
Unlike today, in the 17th century Bibles
were very costly.

In 1688 Lord Wharton rejoiced in the
arrival of William, Prince of Orange, who
had been invited to take the throne with
his wife, Mary. Both the king and queen
honoured Lord Wharton with a visit to
his home at Wooburn. Wharton soon
registered Wooburn Manor as a meeting
house for Protestant Dissenters and in his
last years continued to support his many
friends. This included paying annual
allowances to various ejected ministers
and providing funds for the erection
of meeting houses, such as the one for
his lead mine workers at Melbecks,
Yorkshire; he also made financial
provision for Dissenting ministers in his
will.

After living some years at Upper
Winchendon Manor, Lord Wharton
moved with his family to Wooburn
Manor (also in Buckinghamshire). With
his open support of the Nonconformists,
Lord Wharton often stood amazed at
the providence of God that allowed him
to remain untouched by the authorities.
However, he incurred the wrath of King
James II when he opposed the 1687
Declaration of Indulgence. Although this
new law would have given more freedom
to Dissenters, it was strongly suspected
that it was intended for the benefit of
Roman Catholics. For his opposition to

Beginning about the year 1690, long
before the advent of Bible societies or
church schools as we know them today,
Lord Wharton began his noble work of
supplying Bibles for distribution among
the poor. Initially, eighty Bibles were
sent to cities such as York and Leeds for
those who had successfully qualified. In
1692, just a few years before he died, he
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with suitably embossed calfskin and
secured with brass clasps. Just over one
thousand Bibles were distributed in the
first year in Yorkshire, Westmoreland,
Cumberland and Buckinghamshire. In
Winslow ten Lord Wharton Bibles were
presented each year. Ten copies were
also sent to the neighbouring towns
of Wendover, Amersham, Chesham,
High Wycombe, Great Marlow and
Beaconsfield as well as Winchendon and
Waddesdon; a further twenty Bibles each
year went to Aylesbury.

drew up a deed of bequest conveying
463 acres (subsequently known as ‘the
Bible lands’) at Synithwaite near York to
certain trustees, many of whom were his
personal friends, who were to use the
income to purchase Bibles.
Children and young people who
wished to receive a free copy of the
Scriptures not only had to be able to
read competently, but were required to
learn some of Lord Wharton’s favourite
Psalms, a total of 111 verses. In addition,
he was anxious that a younger generation
should have a good all-round knowledge
of Biblical truth so he required them to
learn the useful Westminster Assembly’s
Shorter Catechism.

Examiners were appointed and paid
to ensure that each child satisfactorily
learnt the required portions. Wharton
did his utmost to stimulate interest in his
scheme, paying parents or guardians ‘coal
money’ if their children participated.
He would even pay a minister to preach
a suitable sermon on the subject of the
Scriptures before presenting the Bibles to
the children.

The selection of Psalms to be memorised
is significant.
■ Psalm 1 – A clear contrast between the
righteous and the wicked.
■ Psalm 15 – An emphasis on righteous
behaviour and practical godliness.

Wharton’s closing years were marked
by deep family sorrows, but he found
consolation in meditating on the
Scriptures and dwelling upon the hope
of everlasting life. Although suffering
from the dropsy, he died comfortably
on 4 February 1696. His remains were
buried within the altar rail of Wooburn
Parish Church. A large grey marble
monument erected to his memory reads:

■ Psalm 25 – David’s requesting
protection, deliverance from enemies
and guidance, as well as release from the
guilt of sin.
■ Psalm 37 – Encouragement to commit
our way to the Lord and to trust Him in
the face of evildoers.
■ Psalm 101 – A call to faithfulness

Wooburn Green Church

■ Psalm 113 – A reminder of the
greatness of God and His matchless
condescension
■ Psalm 145 – A hymn of praise
expressing the glory of God in creation
but especially His glory revealed in the
Kingdom of his grace.
No doubt many children struggled in
their attempt to learn these Psalms as
well as the Catechism but were well
rewarded with a fine quality Bible, bound
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In hope of resurrection,
here await the second
coming of Jesus
Christ the remains of
Lord Philip Wharton,
Baron of Wharton…an
active supporter of the
English constitution,
a loyal observer,
advocate and patron of
the Reformed religion,
a model alike of good
works and of a true and
living faith. His doors
stood open to outcast
ministers of God’s Word,,
affording them shelter
and hospitality; nay more,
e,
he dispensed his gifts with
th
liberal hand from year to
o
year to such as toiled in
anxiety and want; and
setting a noble example of
munificence, he directed by his
last will that a sufficient share
of his estate should be devoted
to truly pious uses…he fell
peacefully asleep in Christ…aged
about Eighty Three.

gentleman wrote:

A Bible given in 1767 by the Trust to
nine-year-old James Sadler

I could say much concerning
the good effects of this most
excellent charity upon thirty
years experience; that whereas
at first there came many young
men and women in hopes of the
Bibles that at sixteen or seventeen
years of age could not say the
commandments…there are now
numbers that can [recite]…
the entire Catechism, at six or
seven years of age…and many
other people’s children have been
taught to read in hopes of getting
Bibles.19

After Lord Wharton died, the charity was
continued by the trustees in accordance
with his clearly stated aims. Ministers
found that their workload increased as
they involved themselves with interested
young people. One diary entry of the
time reported:
Occupied in disposing of Lord
Wharton’s Bibles procured for
the poor children, orphans and
servants, who, hearing that
(the Bibles) had come, came in
great crowds, that I was almost
suffocated with the heat.18

As the original trustees passed
away and others over the years were
appointed to take their place, changes
in the administration of this noble
charity occurred. Eventually, with all
of the trustees being of the established
church, the Book of Common Prayer
was substituted for the Westminster

After thirty years the great good that was
being achieved was very evident. One
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plans, including grants and subsidised
distribution to schools, ensure that
thousands who because of lack of funds
would not be able to buy a Bible, are
enabled to obtain a copy. Thus, the
principles and work of Lord Wharton,
laid down when the Authorised Version
was in its infancy, continue on today
around the world.

Catechism and the noncanonical
writings of the Apocrypha were
published and bound up with the
Bibles presented. Sadly, children of
Nonconformists were for the most
part excluded from participating in the
learning scheme. However, in the late
1800s investigations were made by Bryan
Dale, a historian and Secretary of the
Yorkshire Congregational Union.

Endnotes:

With his historical interests
and expertise he unearthed the
origins of the Trust and carefully
traced its long and twisted
history. After this a memorial was
addressed on the subject to the
Charity Commissioners. After
a prolonged legal argument the
Court of Chancery laid down that
a new Trust should be made. Nine
Trustees should be appointed, five
being Anglican and one each of
the Baptists, Congregationalists,
Methodists and Presbyterians.
The net income was to be equally
divided, half used for Anglican
Bibles, half for Non-Conformists
Bibles. Not all Non-Conformists
were satisfied with this
settlement.20

1. Bryan Dale, The Good Lord Wharton;
His Family, Life, and Bible Charity (London:
Congregational Union of England and Wales,
1906), p. 147), quoting Thomas English,
Congregational Minister at Core’s End
Chapel, Wooburn, The Blessings of Wooburn
(London, England: British Library Historical
Print, 2010).
2. W. G. Collingwood, ed., Transactions
of the Cumberland and Westmorland
Antiquarian & Archaeological Society, vol. 2
(Kendal: T. Wilson, 1902), p. 264.
3. Dale, ibid., p. 13.
4. ‘Visitor to the monasteries’ was a task,
under the pretence of examination, aimed at
the dissolution of the various religious houses.
5. Dale., p. 61.
6. Ibid., p. 62.
7. Ibid., pp. 61-62.
8. Ibid., p. 62.
9. Ibid., p. 34.
10. Ibid., p. 36.
11. Ibid., p. 34.
12. Ibid., p. 65.
13. K. W. Wadsworth, ‘Philip, Lord
Wharton – Revolutionary Aristocrat?’, Journal
of the United Reformed Church History
Society, vol. 4, no. 8, May 1991, p. 2.
14. Dale, p. 70.
15. Ibid., p. 72.
16. Quoted in Dale., p. 77.
17. Dale., p. 112.
18. Ibid., p. 141.
19. Ibid.
20. Wadsworth, p. 8.

The Charity continues today with some
changes. Children are only ‘encouraged’
to learn the Psalms rather than a
compulsory requirement. Also from
the 1970s onwards, modern and less
accurate translations were distributed. It
was around this time that the Trinitarian
Bible Society began its own scheme
adhering to the original ethos.

Lord Wharton’s work
continues
Today the Trinitarian Bible Society
continues to provide Bibles to young
people who memorise selected portions
of the Scriptures. In addition, various
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The Word of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing
that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance of His
Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.

From Fole, Staﬀordshire, England

EEurope

In the last couple of weeks we have
distributed 1,000 Luke’s gospels produced
and obtained from yourselves in the
locality of our church, quite a widespread
and rural community. We have already
had one or two negative responses, one
which returned the gospel by posting
whic
through the church door with a
it thr
note saying ‘not appreciated’, that of
course sadly reﬂects the attitude of
cou
our nation in general to the gospel
in these
th days. However, a number of
people have responded positively,
peo
receiving them gladly. I’m writing
rec
this to you because I thought you
thi
might like to join with us in praying
mig
for God’s word as it has gone out
in our community, that it would
as the Lord himself has promised,
‘not return unto him void’ (Isaiah
‘n
55.11). We are encouraged in your
55
very important work of Scripture
ve
production and distribution, especially
productio
so in that you are the only surviving
Protestant Bible society. Keep up the good
work. We look forward to your Deputation
Speaker, Dr. Allen, in his annual visit to us
in November.

FFrom Littlehampton,
W. Sussex, England
W
A friend
f
took this photograph of
a Trinitarian Bible Society

Poster at Littlehampton Station

poster spotted
on Littlehampton railway station West
Sussex back in July 2012. I thought you
might want to use it in the quarterly
magazine.
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Barnstaple schoolchildren with their Bibles

pre
presenting them to our year 8 pupils as a
rem
reminder of their time here.

FFrom
ro a supporter in England
I have
ha already bought two copies of the
Westminster hardbacks and love them,
We
including the coloured ribbons. The
inc
Westminster is the best Bible TBS has
We
pu
published and the references are better
than
th
han expected, so clear to follow.

FFrom Atyrau City,
Kazakhstan
K
We are from the Christian
W
En
English club of Atyrau City. Thank you

Schoolchildren at Barnstaple learn of the
importance of the Bible

From a school in Barnstaple, Devon,
England

Atyrau City girls with the most important book in English

As promised attached are a couple of
photographs of the presentation of Jubilee
Bibles to schoolchildren in Barnstaple. I
hope that they may be of some use. We
thank the Lord for the placement of God’s
word in the hands and homes of children
in our community and pray that the
entrance of His word may give much light
in these dark times.

for your response. May God bless you and
the great work you do.

FFrom Odessa, Ukraine
O come let us sing unto the Lord.
Le us make a joyful noise to the
Let
rock of our salvation: let us come before his
presence with thanksgiving (Psalm 95.1–2).
Dear friends from Trinitarian Bible Society,
greetings in the precious name of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ! Thank you for
Gospel of John copies and calendars which
I have received for distribution. We usually
give out Gospels and tracts at autostation
and at my work. Also I distributed Gospels
at cemetery. Also I play accordion and

From a school in Windsor, Berkshire,
England
We have enclosed a cheque toward the
cost of postage and packaging. We are
absolutely delighted with these beautiful
Bibles and we very much look forward to
40
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sing Christian songs at autostation
(freely). Preaching the word is key
way we show our love for God and for
our neighbours. At cemetery was one
young woman crying near by grave.
I said Christ is raised and made gift to
her of Gospel. Her reaction was stop
crying and begin to read and look in
your book. Thank you for your worry
about spiritual needs of our people.
Maybe God will open their hearts.
Please if you have send me some
Gospels with large (big) letters. Greetings
to your families. Keep on serving the Lord
faithfully. He is our Good Shepherd and He
knows how to lead us and guide us—this
brings me great comfort.

Bibles in Malawi help people grow spir
spiritually
ritua
u llyy

will give you the results reports. We can
n
only transform the lost through the
reading of the Bible and the tracts. I am
m
very encouraged and I will work harderr
than before to spread the gospel of Jesus
su
us
he
he
Christ. Please continue to support us. Th
The
readers are happy to receive the Bibles
and the Scriptures as you can see from the
the
smiling faces. They are now organizing
some of them to make groups to read
maybe one Bible to ten people. It has ne
never
ever
gs
happened before to receive these things
ere
as we are living in the remote area where
poverty is deep rooted that members
cannot aﬀord to buy the Bibles in the
id
des
bookshops in town. Lastly as God provides
d
please help us as I am seeing more and
more members to join our centres. We
are praying for the success of your Biblee
society to serve the lost people. The Special
peecial
Commemorative Bibles [Ed.: these weree
copies which were of insuﬃcient quality ttoo
d
sell] have been carefully distributed and
have been gratefully received. One went
nt to
to
a pastor in Kenya who has a great respect
ect
for the history of this Bible. He was led
to the Lord by my father and has been a
friend of our family for many years. He was
was
telling me how my father began to teach
ch
him using the King James Bible and how
ow
w
he would read, study, and then come back
baack
ot
to explain what he had learned. I had no
not
known about this, so it was extra special
al to
to
n in
in
me to hear his story. He is a Maasai man

Africa
A
FFrom Kampala, Uganda
Fr
As of November 20th, the ﬁnal two
A
pa
packages of the grant arrived. The
ﬁrst ten came just two weeks after they
were dispatched, four came in June, four
more in August, and now the last two.
We are so grateful for these materials.
The posters are in use and have been
a blessing. One is in a Crisis Pregnancy
Centre, others in shops in town, some went
to pastors to use in their ministries, and I
placed one in our oﬃce in the Seminary.

FFrom Mokolongwe, Malawi
TThank you for sending the
Scr
Scriptures
which we have been
praying, fasting for a long time. May God
bless you for conﬁrming our request.
The photograph shows one of the eight
centres. Please join praying for more Bibles
as we have over four hundred members
who are in need of Bibles. Our ministry is
growing very fast, thus why I prayed to
God to give me the resources to run the
ministry. Every support you give to me I
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positions of leadership. Some of the blue
small Bibles went into Congolese refugee
camps which are located just over the
Ugandan border. One of our graduates
is there as well as another of our present
students. Other Bibles went to the many
schools in which our students teach,
and others to churches which have no
access to the Word of God. The Greek
New Testaments are being used in our
Greek classes. We are all so grateful for
this grant and know that only heaven will
reveal its impact.

said about all groups with whom I share
these calendars. There is progress nearly
everywhere. May the good Lord keep and
bless you all for the wonderful job you are
doing feeding ﬂocks for the sake of love.

FFrom Liberia
Here I am giving out large print
H
S
Scripture
portions deep in the
bush in Liberia.
Junior
Ju
unior high school students
stude
d nts
t in
in Ghana
Ghana receiving
recei
re
ceivin
ving
g Bibles
Bibles
Bibl
es

FFrom Ghana
I hope you are well. As promised,
he is a picture of our pastor
here
distributing the Bibles on our recent visit.
d
H
He wrote: ‘On a recent visit to Savannah
Education Trust schools in the villages of
Ed
northern Ghana, Bibles were distributed
n
to around 90 pupils in the Junior High
School at Bagri. Bibles were also given to
Sc
aall teachers in each of the three Savannah
Schools in this impoverished region. May
Sc
the Lord bless His Word to them each’.

George
Geor
Geo
rge M
McConnell
cC
Connell distributing Scriptures in Liberia

FFrom Mogwase, South Africa

India
I

IIt gives me much pleasure to
report the wonderful work these
re
calendars are doing. More blessings have
been reported. Broken families are now
tightly mended. Most drug addicts are
manageable. At schools I received reports
that through the usage of these calendars
during youth Christian movement most
youngsters show positive response and
they have changed to a group of active,
caring club in all respects. Much can be

FFrom Imphal, Manipur
TThank you a million times over
and over for the Scripture materials
an
sent to me. We rejoiced and praised God
for the contribution made by TBS. Prayerful
distribution of the received materials will
start soon among the poorest students
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2012. As I was away in South India for tw
two
wo
arrliier.
er.
er
months, I could not send you a reply earlier.
he
We are very much thankful to you for the
ess iin
n
Bibles. We will be using these Scriptures
saar
our outreach work in the City of Amritsar
ase
and the nearby towns and villages. Please
continue to pray much for the spiritual
att
growth of all of us here. Please pray that
n oour
ur
our dear Lord may save many people in
hat
at
country. Please continue to pray for us tthat
d
our dear Lord may keep us humble and
or
obedient to His voice and always readyy ffor
His glorious return.

in communities of the remote areas of
Manipur. I observed that many souls
will win during and after the prayerful
distribution of the Bible materials. Praise
the Lord. Thank you to all the TBS staﬀs.

From Kochi, Kerala
Love and warm greetings to you in the
most precious name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. We received your
ﬁve packets/Scripture parcels with much
gratitude. Your prayers and Scripture
support are more precious to our ministry.
He will certainly reward you for this deed.
We shall distribute these carefully and
prayerfully for the glory of God. God’s
word is continuing to reach into homes
and change lives for His glory. By His
marvellous grace, may our lives continue
to reveal Christ to others and see His
people grow in the word and grace and
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Once
again we may express our sincere thanks to
your prayers and partnership in the Lord’s
ministry. Our best wishes and our prayers
for your continuing ministries.

From Belgaum, Karnataka
Thank you very much for your valuable h
help
elp
of Scripture sent to us time to time. I beg
g
your pardon and ask to forgive me for allll the
the
th
delays in replying to your letters. My wife
fee
was very punctual and prompt in all thee
orrd.
correspondence. Now she is with the Lord.
The calendars were freely given to thirtyy
dailyy
families and they do read the Scripture daily
vee
as an inspiration from God and they have
see
received daily guidance by reading those
portions for the day. We get many new
visitors to our planetarium and they askk
o
for Bibles and we have given your Bibless tto
d.
many seekers who are spiritually blessed.
Many discouraged people have found
man
hope by reading the Scripture. One Roman
Catholic man was drunk and fell down
he
from the roof and was rescued. I shared tthe
cttors
Gospel with him and his family. The doctors
had given up hope of his survival but
w
the Lord has kept him alive. I gave a New
vee
Testament to him and now recently gave
op
pee
the entire Bible to his daughter and we h
hope
heeir
the Lord will use the Scripture to save their
souls. One discouraged student came too
ptture
the planetarium. After sharing the Scripture
he
with this girl she was happy to receive the
blee.
full Bible. This Hindu girl is reading the Bib
Bible.
nd
d
Her brother came to the Bible school and
lee.
told me that his sister is reading the Bible.
at
My request is we need more Bibles and at
least thirty calendars.

From Imphal, Manipur
Thank you a million times over and over
for the Scripture materials sent to me.
We rejoiced and praised God for the
contribution made by TBS. Prayerful
distribution of the received materials will
start soon among the poorest students
in communities of the remote areas of
Manipur. I observed that many souls
will win during and after the prayerful
distribution of the Bible materials. Praise
the Lord. Thank you to all the TBS staﬀs.

From Amritsar, Punjab
We greet you in the most loving and
merciful Name of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. We thank you for your grant
of literature. We have received the two
parcels safely during the last week of April
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From Pithapuram, Andhra Pradesh

The
T Americas

All the Christian families praying for you all.
We praise God for your free distribution.
All our area churches and pastors blessed
through you. We distributed these
calendars, Bibles to two hundred churches.
They said big thank you to TBS. The TBS
doing awesome work in India. Thank you
so much. We are distributing Bibles to
new Christians and poor people in India.
Please send to me 20,000 Golden Thoughts
English and Telugu Golden Thoughts. We
need Bibles for prayerful distribution.

From Conselheiro Lafaiete,
MG, Brazil
Dear brothers, in the photo is the
testimony of evangelism in Portuguese
Calendars 2013 where we shared between
several groups of workers at a plant in
Brazil.
Portuguese
Golden
Thoughts
Calendars in
Brazil

From Samisragudem,
Andhra Pradesh

Greetings once again byy God’s amazing
g
grace. I am very
happy to receive
your three parcels
of calendars and
holy Bibles and New
From Exeter, NH, USA
Testaments. Thank
You and your associates
you very much. You
at TBS may be gratiﬁed
have been sending
to kknow that I spent quite a while
these calendars and
last evening poring over the new
Bibles every year and
We
Westminster Reference Bible and
these are very useful
ha
have now formed an assessment
and beneﬁcial to the
tha
that it is excellent in every way.
local Christians and
My sermon text for next Lord’s
non-Christians. Despitee
Da
Day is Job 23. I looked up every
the happiness, I have
cro
cross reference in that chapter and
received very few Bibles
es
fo
found this a most exhilarating
this time. This has given
n
ex
exercise for my soul. Mr. Brown’s
a disappointment.
sk
skill in choosing these is obvious
Many college and high
h
Large print Bible in India
to m
me, and now I need not resort
school students are
to a blurry facsimile of the Selfcoming forward and
Interpreting Bible on my computer. How
demanding holy Bibles. So once again I
wonderful to experience again the spiritual
request you to kindly arrange to send me
light and heat that comes simply through
six hundred Bibles and two hundred New
comparing Scripture with Scripture!
Testaments for free distribution. The big
Godspeed to the noble work of TBS.
print are especially good for older people;
the photo shows one given to a lady for
her mother. We do hope that you are able
to consider our request.
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