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Sabbath School

Learning Prize
Fund

T

he Trinitarian Bible Society seeks to
encourage and enable children in the
study of God’s Word by means of the
Sabbath School Learning Prize Fund. This fund
was commenced a number of years ago to
encourage English-speaking children and young
people to memorise the Holy Scriptures from the
Authorised (King James) Version of the Bible. Under
the rules of the Fund, we provide a list of verses
to be memorised by children in two age groups:
those ten years of age and under, and those
aged eleven to ﬁfteen. To the younger children
who memorise their verses, we present suitably
inscribed bonded leather text Bibles with gilt page
edges. For the older children, gilt-edged, bonded
leather reference Bibles are awarded. Those who
have memorised the ﬁrst set of verses may, upon
reaching eleven years, receive the reference Bible if
they learn the verses for the higher age group.

‘…from a child thou
hast known the holy
scriptures…’
2 Timothy 3.15

bearers and other supporters of the Society who
seek the spiritual well-being of the young, whether
or not the children under their charge attend a
Sabbath school, to request further details of the
Sabbath School Learning Prize Fund from the
Grants Department (grants@tbsbibles.org)
at our London headquarters, or from any of the
Society’s Branches (for which the contact details are
on the inside back cover of this Quarterly Record).

The Society would encourage all parents, oﬃce-
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From the Desk of the

General Secretary

A

Society’s staﬀ and other personnel the
grace to be able to withstand with spiritual
fortitude and humble dependence upon
the grace of God the many diﬃculties and
trials (and temptations) we face in the
work day-by-day. How true it is that we at
all times are in need of the indispensable
blessing of the Lord for His continued grace
and strength!

mong the many proﬁtable items
in this edition of the Quarterly
Record will be found a number of
interesting articles on the Society’s current
work in diﬀerent parts of the world, our
anticipated move from our current London
premises, something of the Society’s
activities during the First World War, and, of
course, the encouraging devotional article
by our President.

The distinctive doctrines and principles
that the Society upholds are generally
neither attractive nor popular to today’s
professing Christian. Nevertheless, we
would maintain, on the clear testimony
of Holy Scripture, that they are very
important. They are doctrines and
principles derived from the Word of God
that need to be stated and restated, again
and again, with the prayerful desire that
the Lord might be pleased to use our small
testimony to the reviving of His work in
our day. Sadly, that which was held so very
tenaciously by churches only a generation
or two ago is today almost forgotten, and
when mentioned is often the cause of
considerable embarrassment. A cursory

Not all the Society’s work and activity is
as exciting, attractive and interesting as
sometimes we and our readers may wish
it to be! Often—and especially to those
who do not share our spiritual convictions,
aims and vision—much of the work in
which we are engaged must appear to be
very mundane and repetitive. The Lord’s
work is not often characterised by that
which is outwardly pleasing and attractive
or ‘headline grabbing’. The greater part
of the work of the Society is not ‘exotic’
or ‘romantic’, but is exceedingly routine,
requiring prayerful dedication and very
close attention to detail. We acknowledge
the Lord’s great goodness in granting the
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churches that are not in communion with
Rome!

glance at the history of the professing
church of Christ over the centuries clearly
establishes the regrettable truth of this
statement.

This naturally leads to the main point I wish
to dwell upon in this edition of the Desk.
As is well known, two of the vital truths
for which the Society stands are the divine
inspiration and the divine preservation
of the Holy Scriptures. These doctrines
are foundational to Biblical Christianity.
To depart from them as so many have
in our day is to depart from Christianity.
Christianity cannot be divorced from the
Word of God, and the Word of God cannot
be divorced from its divine Author and
Preserver, Almighty God. Any supposed
form of Christianity propounded by man
that is not securely, wholly and exclusively
anchored to the Holy Scriptures, is but a
perversion of the Truth and is to be wholly
rejected as false and of the devil.

A very pertinent illustration of this fact
is that, in the mid-nineteenth century
Charles Hodge could write, ‘All Protestants
agree in teaching that “the word of God, as
contained in the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments, is the only infallible rule
of faith and practise”’.1 He goes on to state a
few paragraphs later (after quoting from a
few confessions),
From these statements it appears that
Protestants hold, (1.) That the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments are
the Word of God, written under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and
are therefore infallible, and of divine
authority in all things pertaining to
faith and practice, and consequently
free from all error whether of doctrine,
fact, or precept. (2.) That they contain
all the extant supernatural revelations
of God designed to be a rule of faith
and practice to his Church. (3.) That
they are suﬃciently perspicuous to be
understood by the people, in
the use of ordinary means
and by the aid of the
Holy Spirit, in all things
necessary to faith or
practice, without the
need of any infallible
[sic] interpreter. 2

Whilst the doctrines of inspiration and
preservation relate primarily to the very
words of the individual books of the Bible,
the canon of Holy Scripture relates
to the collection of individual books that
make up the complete body of Sacred
Truth. A canonical book is a writing
that is divinely inspired and preserved,
and because of that inspiration and
preservation is a constituent member of
the Holy Bible and serves as part of the
Divine rule or canon. Books that are noncanonical are writings that are uninspired;
they consequently do not warrant a place
in the Holy Scriptures, and thus have no
divine authority and are no part of the
Divine rule. Thus it is that, believing in the
inspiration and preservation of all of the
sixty-six canonical books of the Holy Bible,
the Society’s Constitution requires all of its
members to subscribe that they receive ‘the
WHOLE BIBLE as the inspired and inerrant
Word of God, the sole, supreme and
infallible rule of faith and practice’.3

How wonderful
it would be if
this were today
true of all the
‘Protestant’
professing
Christian

Charles Hodge

Whilst there have been a number of
books and articles written on the subject
4
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of the inspiration and preservation of
Holy Scripture over the years (and we
would particularly refer our readers to
those published by the Society on these
subjects and which are available on our
website), there has been little that has
been written on the subject of the canon
of Holy Scripture and how the sixty-six
constituent parts of the Bible came to be
bound together in the one sacred volume
of Divine Truth. The ground has sadly been
left wide open to the acceptance today by
many of the false claims that the Bible has
been given to us by the Roman Catholic
Church: an extensively promulgated view
that is widely accepted but which is quite
contrary to the truth.

a style of language in vogue in midnineteenth century America, and expresses
hopes and aspirations based on the
spiritual climate of the times that contrast
sharply with our own. Nevertheless, there is
much proﬁt to be gained from the writings
of this master in Israel (cf. John 3.10) on a
very important, though much neglected,
subject.
There never was a time when the friends
of the Bible as an inspired volume had
a more important duty to perform in
its defence, than at the present. The
assaults upon the plenary inspiration of
the sacred Scriptures are, perhaps, more
dangerous, because more plausible and
insidious, than when divine inspiration
is openly denied. On this subject the
friends of revelation must be ﬁrm, and
not yield an inch of the ground hitherto
occupied by the orthodox. “If the
foundations be destroyed, what can the
righteous do?” 6

It is considered that the best book
available on the subject of the canon
of Holy Scripture is still that written by
Dr Archibald Alexander in the nineteenth
century. Professor Alexander was one
of the founders, and the ﬁrst principal,
of Princeton Theological Seminary, New
Jersey, USA. (Charles Hodge, referred
to above, was a student, colleague and
eventual successor of Archibald Alexander.)
In Archibald Alexander’s The Canon of the
Old and New Testaments Ascertained,
on The Bible Complete without the
Apocrypha and Unwritten Traditions,4
Alexander details the history of the
formation of the Bible’s canon; it is hoped
that the following extracts from the Preface
and Introduction of this book will whet the
appetites of our readers to obtain in print
(or read online5) a copy of this ‘popular
treatise, which can be read with advantage
by the unlearned as well as the learned’ (to
quote Dr Alexander in his Preface, p. vi). It
is hoped that the perusal of this book will
prove most beneﬁcial to all who read it.

We agree, in the general, that the Bible
is the word of God, and an authoritative
rule; but the momentous question
immediately presents itself, What
belongs to the Bible? Of what books
does this sacred volume consist? And
it will not answer, to resolve
to take it as it has come
down to us, without further
inquiry; for the Bible has
come down to us, in several
diﬀerent forms. The Vulgate
Latin Bible, which alone
was in use for hundreds
of years before the era of the
Reformation, and also the
Greek version of the Old
Testament, contain
many books not
in the copies of
the Hebrew
Scriptures. Now,
Archibald Alexander
to determine
which of

As it is now one hundred and ﬁfty-three
years since the author ﬁnally laid down his
pen, being summonsed to higher service,
it will be noted that this book—written at
a very diﬀerent time to ours—employed
5
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been ably and fully discussed long
ago, and in almost every age until the
present time; and the author aims at
nothing more, in this short treatise,
than to exhibit to the sincere inquirer,
who may not enjoy better means
of information, the subject of those
discussions and proofs, which ought to
be in the possession of every Christian.
His object is not to bring forth anything
new, but to collect and condense in a
narrow space, what has been written by
the judicious and the learned, on this
important subject. But, that discussion
tends to induce doubting is a sentiment
unworthy of Christians, who maintain
that their religion is founded on the
best reasons, and who are commanded
“to give to every man a reason of the
hope that is in them.” That faith which
is weakened by discussion is mere
prejudice, not true faith. They who
receive the most important articles of
their religion upon trust from human
authority, are continually liable to
be thrown into doubt; and the only
method of obviating this evil is to dig
deep and lay our foundation upon a
rock. If this objection had any weight,
it would discourage all attempts to
establish the truth of our holy religion
by argument; and would also damp the
spirit of free inquiry on every important
subject. It is true, however, that the ﬁrst
eﬀect of free discussion may be to shake
that easy confidence which most men
entertain, that all their opinions are
correct: but the beneﬁcial result will be,
that instead of a persuasion, having no
other foundation than prejudice, it will
generate a faith resting on the ﬁrm basis
of evidence.

these contains the whole of the inspired
books given to the Jews before the
advent of Christ and no more, requires
research and accurate examination. The
inquiry, therefore, is not optional, but
forces itself upon every conscientious
man; for as no one is at liberty to
reject from the sacred volume one
sentence, much less a whole book, of
the revelation of God, so no one has a
right to add anything to the word of
God; and of consequence, no one may
receive as divine what others have,
without authority, added to the HOLY
SCRIPTURES. Every man, therefore,
according to his opportunity and
capacity, is under a moral obligation
to use his best endeavours to ascertain
what books do, really, and of right,
belong to the Bible. An error here, on
either side, is dangerous; for, on the
one hand, if we reject a part of divine
revelation, we dishonour God, and
deprive ourselves of the beneﬁt which
might be derived from that portion of
divine truth; and on the other hand,
we are guilty of an equal oﬀence, and
may suﬀer an equal injury, by adding
spurious productions to the Holy
Scriptures; for thus we adulterate and
poison the fountain of life, and subject
our consciences to the authority of mere
men.
I think, therefore, that the importance
and necessity of this inquiry must be
evident to every person of serious
reﬂection. But to some it may appear
that this matter has been long ago
settled on the ﬁrmest principles; and
that it can answer no good purpose
to agitate questions, which have a
tendency to produce doubts and
misgivings in the minds of common
Christians, rather than a conﬁrmation
of their faith. In reply to the ﬁrst part
of this objection, I would say, that it is
freely admitted that this subject has

There is, undoubtedly, among Christians,
too great a disposition to acquiesce,
without examination, in the religion of
their forefathers. There is too great an
aversion to that kind of research, which
6
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authority, and correct interpretation of
the sacred books. The time will come,
I doubt not, when these studies will
occupy the minds of thousands, where
they now engage the attention of one.
The Bible will grow into importance in
the estimation of men, just in the same
proportion as true religion ﬂourishes.
It will not only be the fashion to
associate for printing and circulating
the Holy Scriptures; but it will become
customary for men of the highest
literary attainments, as well as others, to
study the sacred pages with unceasing
assiduity and prayer. And, in proportion
as the Bible is understood in its
simplicity and momentous import, the
mere doctrines of men will disappear;
and the dogmas of the schools
and the alliance with philosophy
being renounced, there will be
among sincere inquirers after
truth, an increasing tendency to
unity of sentiment, as well as unity
of spirit. The pride of learning
and of intellect being sacriﬁced,
and all distinctions counted but
loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ, a thousand
knotty questions, which now
cause divisions and gender strifes,
will be forgotten; and the wonder of our
more enlightened posterity will be, how
good men could have wasted their time
and their talents in such unproﬁtable
speculations; and, more especially, how
they could have permitted themselves
to engage in ﬁerce and unbrotherly
contentions about matters of little
importance.

requires time and labour; so that many
who are fully competent to examine the
foundation on which their religion rests,
never take the pains to enter on the
investigation; and it is to be regretted,
that many who are much occupied
with speculations on abstruse points
of theology, waste the energies of their
minds on subjects which can yield them
no manner of proﬁt, while they neglect
entirely, or but superﬁcially attend to,
points of fundamental importance.
The two great questions most deserving
the attention of all men, are: ﬁrst,
whether the Bible and all that it contains
is from God: secondly, what are those
truths which the Bible was intended

The two great questions most
deserving the attention of all
men, are: ﬁrst, whether the
Bible and all that it contains is
from God: secondly, what are
those truths which the Bible was
intended to teach us.
to teach us. These two grand inquiries
are suﬃcient to give occupation and
vigorous exercise to intellectual faculties
of the highest order; and they are not
removed entirely out of the reach of
plain uneducated Christians. From the
fountain of divine truth every one may
draw according to his capacity. But
these inquiries are neglected, not so
much for want of time and capacity,
as because we take no pleasure in
searching for and contemplating divine
truth. Just in proportion as men love
the truth and value the Bible, they will
take an interest in all inquiries which
relate to the authenticity, canonical

Then also men will no more neglect
and undervalue the Scriptures, on
pretence of possessing a brighter light
within them, than that which emanates
from the divine word. That spurious
devotion which aﬀects a superiority to
external means and ordinances, will be
7
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such a scene will be exhibited to the
admiring eyes of believers, as will fully
justify the foregoing anticipations.

exchanged for a simple, sincere reliance
on the revealed will of God; and those
assemblies from which the sacred
volume is now excluded, while the
eﬀusions of every heated imagination
are deemed revelations of the Spirit, will
become, under the inﬂuence of divine
truth, churches of the living God.

But I have wandered wide of my
subject—I will now recall the attention
of the reader to the consideration of
the exceeding great importance of
ascertaining the true Canon of Holy
Scripture. This investigation may,
indeed, appear dry and unentertaining,
but every thing which bears any relation
to the great Charter of our privileges
and our hopes, ought to be interesting
to us. It has been my object, to bring
this subject not only more conveniently
within the reach of the theological
student, but also to a level with the
capacity of the common Christian. That
this work may in some humble degree
subserve the cause of the Bible, is the
sincere prayer of
THE AUTHOR.7

In those future days of the prosperity of
Zion, the service of the most high God
will be considered by men, generally,
as the noblest employment; and the
best talents and attainments will be
consecrated on the altar of God; and the
enterprises, and the labours which they
now undertake to gratify an avaricious,
ambitious, or voluptuous disposition,
will be pursued from love to God and
man. The merchant will plan, and travel,
and traﬃc, to obtain the means of
propagating the gospel in foreign parts,
and promoting Christian knowledge at
home; yea, the common labourer will
cheerfully endure toil and privation,
that he may have a mite to cast into the
treasury of the Lord.

In conclusion, may it be our prayer that
what Archibald Alexander refers to in the
concluding paragraphs quoted above be
yet soon accomplished by the Spirit of
God throughout the world, and be truly
evidenced as the very life of the Christian
public at large in the coming generations!

Now, many consider all that is
given to circulate the Bible, and to
send missionaries and tracts for the
instruction of the ignorant, as so much
wasted; but then, all expenditures will
be considered as profuse and wasteful,
which terminate in mere selﬁsh
gratiﬁcation; and those funds will alone
be reckoned useful, which are applied
to promote the glory of God and the
welfare of men.

BRETHREN, PRAY FOR US!

Endnotes:
1. Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, 3 vols. (New
York: Charles Scribner and Co., 1872), 1.151.
2. Ibid., p. 152.
3. Trinitarian Bible Society Constitution article IV.
4. Archibald Alexander, The Canon of the Old and
New Testaments Ascertained, on the Bible Complete
without the Apocrypha and Unwritten Traditions
(Philadelphia, PA, USA: Presbyterian Board of
Publication, 1851).
5. Available at archive.org/stream/
canonoldandnewt01alexgoog#page/n4/mode/2up or
www.ccel.org/ccel/alexander_a/canon.ii.html.
6. Alexander, pp. vii-viii.
7. Ibid., pp. 11-16.

These, however, may appear to many
as the visions of a heated imagination,
which will never be realized; but if
the same change in the views and
sentiments of men which has been
going on for thirty years past, shall
continue to advance with the same
steady pace, half a century will not have
elapsed from the present time, before
8
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Gratitude
for the
Unspeakable

Thanks be unto God for his
unspeakable gift.
2 Corinthians 9.15

GIFT
by the Rev G. Hamstra

T

President of the Society

Bethlehem
9

hese remarkable words form the
closing sentence of Paul’s advice to the
Corinthians regarding a rather special
project. Under the Apostle’s leadership
various churches in Greece and Asia Minor
were involved in an extensive undertaking:
a collection for the church at Jerusalem. The
members of the Jerusalem church were,
due to serious and prolonged persecution,
in extreme poverty. Paul wisely encouraged
the other churches to provide an expression
of love and care for the nameless poor in
faraway Jerusalem. Some of these cheerful
Corinthian givers were poor themselves, but
not like their persecuted brothers and sisters
who had all their possessions cruelly taken
away from them. It is heart-warming to see
practical Christianity function so well, even
on an international level.
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When Paul had suﬃciently dealt with this
important subject of giving, he closed
his remarks with a sudden exclamation
of thanksgiving to God for that which
exceeds their generosity: ‘Thanks be unto
God for his unspeakable gift’. The thoughts
of the Apostle are turned upwards to a
far higher source of his interests. Paul
is deeply devoted to God. The Apostle’s
heart and mind are preoccupied with the
overwhelming reality of God’s unspeakable
gift. Paul calls his believing readers to turn
their minds in humble gratitude to God for
this richest of all treasures. The unspeakable
gift has entirely captivated Paul.
In various epistles the Apostle Paul
often teaches us to be grateful for every
good and perfect gift that cometh from
above. For instance, in his ﬁrst letter to
the Thessalonians in 5.18 he writes, ‘In
every thing give thanks: for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you’.
We should never fail to do this. Each of
us could make an impressive list of all
the reasons for our gratitude. It is more
than certain that Paul would have been
able to do this too. Just think of the many

10
1100

occasions when this godly man was in
especially trying circumstances from which
he was miraculously delivered by the Lord.
However, now he relates only one speciﬁc
reason for gratitude. The unspeakable gift
apparently means more to him than all the
other various rich mercies combined. It was
a rather personal matter for this man of
God. Yet he knew that, deep down in their
hearts, the believing readers at Corinth had
the same reason and longing to thank God
for the unspeakable gift.
What does the Apostle mean by the
expression the unspeakable gift? As
we seek to answer this question, let us
begin by taking a closer look at the word
unspeakable or, as it can also be translated,
indescribable. Certainly, the word does
not mean that we cannot speak or write
about the gift. In his deep gratitude, Paul
used every opportunity to speak about
this most wondrous gift, and he frequently
wrote about its unsearchable riches.
Also today, when God reveals the divine
treasures of His grace to our hearts, we
cannot express our gratitude in a better
way than speaking to others about the
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wonder of the unspeakable gift. The word
unspeakable simply means that the special
nature of this divine gift can never be fully
expressed. The unspeakable gift is the
entire wonderful and inexpressibly blissful
work of redemption.
The love of God the Father for this sinful
fallen world never shone with brighter
glory than in the gift of His beloved Son
on the altar of His never failing mercy.
This deep love of the Father is of greater
worth than all the treasures of heaven
and earth. As the love of the Father so is
the redeeming love of the Son; it is like
the measureless ocean. It is higher than
the heavens and reaches to the deepest
misery of the lowest sinner. The glory of the
sacriﬁce of the Redeemer’s love is its eternal
eﬀectiveness. Likewise, the love of the Holy
Spirit is akin to that of the Father and the
Son. In His messianic oﬃce Christ never
was without the Holy Sprit’s love, wisdom
and guidance. The giving of God the Father
and the giving of God the Son are ever in
harmony with the precious and wondrous
operations of God the Holy Spirit.

God’s redeeming love is not centred in
something, but in Someone, a living and
unique Person. God gave His beloved
Son, the delight of His heart, in the Child
that was born of the virgin Mary. God’s
equal and companion from all eternity,
the Creator of the universe, was laid as an
infant in the lowly manger of Bethlehem.
God the Son was given and received a
human nature. The Son remained what
He was—namely God—and He became
what He was not—namely man. The Word
became ﬂesh. A greater mystery never took
place. Jesus Christ the Redeemer from sin
possessed two natures, a divine nature
and a human nature, and yet He was one
Person.
The spiritual eye enlightened by a living
faith sees a marvellous fountain of grace
in the incarnation of the Son of God. The
Godhead was veiled by His human nature.
Indeed, He who was rich became poor.
How deeply did the Son of God humble
Himself for the salvation of sinners! He left
the blissful heaven and came to the misery
of this fallen sinful world. The purpose
of the incarnation of the Son of God was

Nazareth
11
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that He might be the vicarious Sinbearer
of His people. As the Representative of
God’s people, He was born without original
sin, and lived a sinless life. In thus giving
His Son, God revealed His eternal love
and good pleasure to needy and helpless
sinners.

to the law, and satisfaction to justice. He
restored honour to God, and thus life,
blessedness, and immortality to man.
In the sacriﬁce of Calvary’s Lamb
redemption from sin is forever
accomplished and to the most perfect
degree. God could not have given His Son
in a more blessed way. When He gave His
Son, He gave Himself. ‘Thanks be unto God
for his unspeakable gift.’

How did God give His only begotten Son?
As the Servant of the Lord who suﬀered
all throughout His life, but especially
during His ﬁnal agonies in Gethsemane,
before Caiaphas, before Pilate, and
most of all on the Cross at Calvary. The
precious Redeemer ‘became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross’
(Philippians 2.8). Redemption could not
be accomplished in any other way. The
Saviour was ever aware of this sacred
reality. His heart’s delight was to do the
will of His Father. He took every step out of
love for His Father’s holiness, justice, mercy
and truth. In His incomprehensible love
He willed to pay the ransom price for His
guilty bride. He loved His people, and ‘he
loved them unto the end’ (John 13.1). His
soul was exceedingly sorrowful. No sorrow
was ever like unto His sorrow. The Good
Shepherd was smitten, not only by men in
enmity, but also by the Father in justice, in
love for His people.

Although the subject of God’s redeeming
love cannot be exhausted, yet we need
to emphasise one more basic truth. The
Word of God speaks about redemption
accomplished and also about redemption
applied. When we observe the grandeur
of the accomplishment of the divine
redemption, we could ask the question,
how can anyone fail to see the glory of this
light? Yet man by nature does not see. He
is blind to the amazing light of the Sun of
righteousness. This light so clearly shines in
the pages of the Gospel message.

What was most painful to Christ was not
that His enemies cruciﬁed Him nor even
that His friends forsook Him, but that the
Father hid His face from Him and caused
Him to endure His judicial vengeance. At
noonday the sun failed to give her light.
The Son was under His Father’s curse and
displeasure. The anxious cry of His heart
was, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?’ (Mark 15.34). In giving His
Son in such an amazing manner, we see at
one and the same time God’s inﬁnite hatred
against sin and God’s inﬁnite willingness
to pardon sin. In the sacriﬁce of the cross,
God reveals both inﬁnite justice and inﬁnite
grace. The Lamb of God restored holiness
12

Yet there is a most distressing darkness
in us by nature. This darkness can only be
driven away by divine light. The marvel is
that God has also provided in this regard
and even in a special manner. As a fruit of
the accomplishment of redemption God
gives the Spirit of Christ to shine in the
hearts of His people. This blessed Spirit
convinces of sin and guilt. He shows the
sinner his great personal need. Likewise,
the Spirit reveals to the needy sinner the
all-suﬃcient Saviour whose love can never
be measured. When redemption full and
free is thus applied, we exclaim with the
Apostle Paul,

‘THANKS BE UNTO GOD FOR
HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT.’

Issue Number: 609 – October to December
Deceember 2014

Editorial Report
by Philip J. D. Hopkins
Editorial Director

Introduction
Since the Editorial Report was
compiled for the combined
Quarterly Record July to September
2014/Annual Report 2013,
there have been encouraging
developments on quite a few of
the Society’s Bible translation
and revision projects. We are very
thankful to have such a good
number and range of Bible projects
in hand at the moment and are
encouraged to hope that in a few
years’ time, God willing, the Society
will have Scriptures available in
several more languages. In this
report, to help aid the reader
the diﬀerent projects have been
grouped under regional headings.

in the USA in early April, the two Chinese
men working on this project submitted
to the General Secretary and the Editorial
Director that it would be better to undertake
a new translation into Chinese from the
original Hebrew and Greek rather than to
continue attempting to revise the CUV. The
main reasons urged for a completely new
translation were:

In order to be faithful to the Greek, our
translators were having to change 60% to
70% of the CUV to conform it to the Textus
Receptus. They argued that it would be
easier to do a new translation rather than
a revision of the CUV, because the CUV is
often inaccurate and not very literal when
compared to the best Biblical language
texts. This being the case, eﬀorts to retain
something of the style and content of the
CUV were resulting in a loss of accuracy to
the inspired text: contrary to the principles
of the Society.

The Chinese language employed in
the Union Version is of a very high literary
standard and not easy for today’s Chinesespeaking people to read; in order to aid their
understanding many Chinese Christians
often therefore read the CUV in conjunction
with an English version.

Asia

Chinese

As many of our
supporters will
be aware, for a number of years the Society
has been endeavouring to prepare a new,
faithful edition of the Bible in Chinese.
During the initial years of this project, it
was anticipated that this faithful Chinese
Bible would be achieved by revising the
Chinese Union Version (CUV). However, at the
Chinese revision conference that took place


The CUV dates from 1919 and there
have been signiﬁcant oﬃcial changes to the
Chinese language since its ﬁrst publication.
The younger generation would generally
prefer a version in modern Chinese that
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maintain as far as possible the accepted
ecclesiastical and theological terminology
employed in the Chinese Union Version. The
agreement to commence the new translation
was made in the knowledge that there would
be an early opportunity to assess reaction to
it by publishing the Gospel according to John
on the web.

they could read without the aid of a second
language such as English, and thus would
probably ﬁnd a new translation acceptable.

The CUV is declining in importance as
many new translations have been published
in recent years. Nevertheless, the CUV is
still the most widely used version among
Chinese Christians, especially for those
Christians who cannot read English, for the
older generation and for pastors and others
who have become accustomed to the CUV.
As a result, the translators will endeavour to
maintain as much consistency with the CUV
as they can without sacriﬁcing accuracy and
faithfulness to the original Greek.

The Chinese Bible team have worked
diligently since April in this fresh direction
of preparing a new translation, and it is with
great thankfulness to God that, as the ﬁrst
fruits of this project, the newly translated
Chinese Gospel according to John has
recently been approved by the General
Committee for web publication. We would
welcome feedback from Chinese readers on
the newly published Chinese John, which can
be found on the Society’s website at www.
tbsbibles.org/pdf_information/358-1.pdf. It
may also be accessed through the website
by clicking ‘Online Publications’ in the lefthand menu and the ﬁrst subheading ‘Holy
Scriptures’, where several of the Society’s
other recently published Gospels can also be
downloaded free of charge.


Both our translators have Standard
Chinese, which is also referred to as
‘Mandarin’, as their native tongue. Mandarin
Chinese is the oﬃcial language of the
People’s Republic of China and, according
to a 2010 census, the most commonly used
form of the language with 960 million native
speakers. Since the early 1900s China has
promoted Mandarin for use in education,
the media and oﬃcial communication.
We therefore trust that our translators will
be able to maintain a good standard of
modern literary Mandarin Chinese in their
work, without undue inﬂuence from other
Chinese dialects.

The Chinese translation team have now
moved on to translate Paul’s Epistle to the
Romans; we would value prayer for them.

Nepali

We are thankful that
demand for the Society’s
Nepali Bible continues to be strong, although
there are no imminent plans for a fourth
printing of the entire Bible. However, in
the interim we were able to provide a new
setting of the Nepali Gospel according to
John, and 82,000 were printed last year in
the USA at Bearing Precious Seed’s plant in
Milford, Ohio, the printing being funded by
First Bible International. In the providence
of God, all 82,000 copies of this Gospel
eventually had to be shipped into India, as
the 41,000 copies destined for Nepal were
refused entry by the authorities. After a
protracted process to reroute them, all copies
were shipped into India and distribution


All other modern versions use the
Critical Greek Text. There is therefore an
opportunity for the Society to provide a
modern, more purely Mandarin Chinese
edition of the Bible from the Hebrew
Masoretic and Greek Received Texts.
For the foregoing reasons, the General
Secretary and Editorial Director agreed that
the Chinese Bible team could begin a new
translation into Chinese directly from the
Greek Received and Hebrew Masoretic Texts.
It was stressed that the team should take
note of the way in which the nineteenthcentury Chinese translations from the Textus
Receptus (in particular those by Morrison
and Schereschewsky) were undertaken and
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Recording the Nepali Bible

is now taking place. We are thankful that
a proportion of these Nepali Gospels have
been sent from India into Nepal so some
have made their way into that country.
Earlier this year we made a non-exclusive
agreement with Audio Scripture Ministries
to record the entirety of the Society’s Nepali
Bible onto various recording devices, which
will then be circulated widely among Nepali
speakers. It is good to report that all of the
Nepali New Testament has recently been
recorded at a professional studio in Calcutta
as shown in the accompanying photographs,
and recording of the Old Testament is due to
start soon. Audio Bibles play an important
role in providing God’s Word to those who
are blind, illiterate or otherwise unable
to read, and we are very pleased that the
Nepali Bible is being made available in audio
form. We are also close to ﬁnalising another
agreement for a Christian recording studio
in Kathmandu to make their own audio
recording of the Nepali Bible, primarily onto
CD. We trust that these two separate audio
recordings in diﬀerent formats will enable
distribution to a wide audience.

Thadou

(India) – The
Thadous are one of
the largest tribes among the Kukis, mainly
living in north-eastern India and eastern
Bangladesh. It is a joy to inform readers
that just over 10,000 copies of the Thadou
New Testament have been printed at the

Bearing Precious Seed facility in Ohio, USA,
kindly funded by First Bible International,
and are now en route to India. All being well,
the New Testaments should arrive safely
in Manipur, north-east India, by the end of
this year. God willing, a special service will
be held in the coming months in Manipur
to give thanks for the publication of the
Thadou New Testament; we anticipate that
the General Secretary will attend this service
on behalf of the Society, and that senior
representatives from Bearing Precious Seed
and First Bible International will also be able
to join in the thanksgiving.

The Middle East
and the Caucasus
regions

Abkhaz

(Abkhazia) –
Abkhaz is the
oﬃcial language of the Autonomous
Republic of Abkhazia (technically part of the
Republic of Georgia, although proclaiming
independence), and is also spoken by the
Abkhazian diaspora. Our contact, who hopes
to translate the entire Bible into Abkhaz
from the Biblical languages, continues to
work hard in the study of Abkhaz grammar.
He is also compiling a vocabulary list from
the grammar books to assist him once
he begins the actual work of translation.
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We are currently in our sixth week
of children’s camp. We’ve had a
considerable number of new children
this year who have had no contact
whatsoever with the Gospel so we are
hoping that some seed will be sown
and bring fruit. We are giving each
child a Gospel of John before they
leave which could mean for many, it’s
the ﬁrst time their families have had
a portion of the Word of God in their
homes.

The list matches Abkhaz words to Hebrew
and Greek words, taking account of the
spectrum of meaning that words have both
in the original languages and in the target
language. Compilation of the list is expected
to take a few months more, at which point
it is hoped that work can commence on
the translation of the Gospel according to
John: the starting point for the eventual
translation of the whole Bible.
The only other current eﬀort towards
a complete Abkhaz Bible, which has
recently come to our attention, is being
made by an elderly Abkhaz man who is
working from the Russian Synodal Bible
and using dynamic equivalence principles
of translation. His work may be useful as
a reference, but translating indirectly in
this way from another language is far less
accurate than making a formal equivalence
translation directly from the original Hebrew
and Greek.

We pray for the Lord’s continued blessing
on His Word to the people of Armenia, who
generally live in great poverty.

Farsi/Persian

(Iran)
We
are thankful to be able to advise that we
have ﬁnalised the newly typeset edition
of the Farsi Gospel according to John for
publication, using the latest revised text.
The print-ready ﬁle is therefore ready to be
sent to our friends at Bearing Precious Seed,
who hope to print 50,000 copies of the Farsi
John, with the printing paid for by First Bible
International.

Eastern
Armenian

(Armenia)
The 20,000 or
so Armenian
Bibles
printed in 2012, using the funds provided
generously by the Gereformeerde
Bijbelstichting (GBS) and TBS (Canada),
have almost all been distributed. In the
kind providence of God, we have a further
print run of 11,500 copies due to begin
shortly at the Bearing Precious Seed plant
in Milford, Ohio, generously funded by First
Bible International, of which 10,000 will be
despatched directly to Armenia.

Further, though slow, progress has been
made in recent months on the revision of
the whole Bible: the digital linguistic and
textual revision of the New Testament is now
complete and much of the linguistic revision
of the Old Testament has been carried out.
In the Lord’s goodness, a good number of
proofreaders are contributing enthusiastically
to the project. Most of the New Testament
and some of the Old Testament have been
proofread, and the comments received are
being evaluated and incorporated as deemed
appropriate. The main reviser, however,
needs our prayers as he has signiﬁcant
demands on his energy and time arising from
other signiﬁcant responsibilities, including a
busy pastorate. We remain hopeful that the
whole Farsi Bible might be published within
the next eighteen months.

The 93,000 copies of the new setting of the
Armenian Gospel according to John, also
printed by Bearing Precious Seed with funds
from First Bible International, are being
actively distributed within Armenia, as this
recently-received report from Armenian
Ministries illustrates:
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Europe

Bulgarian

After
diﬃculties
in trying to ascertain the exact copyright
situation with the Bulgarian Synodal Bible,
the decision was taken to analyse what is
known as the Old Protestant Bulgarian Bible.
This Bible proved to be even more faithful to
the underlying Hebrew Masoretic and Greek
Received Texts than the Bulgarian Synodal
Bible. Thus, we have a better starting-point
for our revision than would otherwise have
been the case!
Our native Bulgarian contact has
enthusiastically started to revise the Gospel
according to John, reaching chapter ten at
the time of writing. We hope that, in the
Lord’s goodness, we may ﬁnd other native
Bulgarians to assist him in this labour of love.

Greek

(Modern) – The Society
has for many years
published and distributed the Bambas Greek
Bible in the Katharevousa dialect, although
acknowledging that it is diﬃcult for most
Modern Greek speakers to understand.
Earlier this year the evaluation of the
Lucaris New Testament of 1638—which is
in Demotic Greek (a form more similar to
Modern Greek)—was completed together
with that of the Seraphim New Testament
of 1703, which is an early revision of the
Lucaris. Following detailed analysis, our
senior editorial consultant and a Greek
contact concluded that a combination of
these two New Testaments would provide a
sound basis for a revised edition in Modern
Greek. It is helpful that the Seraphim Greek
New Testament is in a form of Demotic Greek
which is considerably closer to Modern
Greek than is the Lucaris.
Our Greek contact is, God willing, shortly to
commence work on preparing a new edition
of the New Testament; this is intended
to be a light revision of the Seraphim

edition (making reference to the Lucaris),
conforming it more closely to the Greek
Textus Receptus in the few places where
improvement is required. He plans to
begin by preparing a revision of the Gospel
according to Luke as a test to see how well it
will be received.

Polish

For several years the
Society has prayerfully
sought native Polish Christians who could
carry out a revision of the present edition of
the TBS Polish Gdansk New Testament: the
language needs to be updated and the text
conformed more closely to the underlying
Greek. Following our appeal for help in
the Annual Report for 2013 we have had
our attention drawn by a Polish supporter
to the work of a native Polish man who is
undertaking a revision of the Gdansk New
Testament. The Editorial Department were
quickly able to make contact with this
gentleman, and we are currently assessing
his draft work on the Gospel according to
John.

Africa

Pokot

(Kenya) – A TBS edition of
the Pokot New Testament
was produced several decades ago, but we
have not been at liberty to republish as it
was found to require some improvement
as is often the case with ﬁrst editions of the
Scriptures—consider how many English
translations were produced before the
eventual publication of the Authorised (King
James) Version in 1611! In the past two years
a church in Kenya has established a Revision
Committee so that a more accurate edition
of the Pokot New Testament could be
prepared and then published in due course.
They believe they now have the personnel
to work on the project, but there is as yet
an unmet need of approximately £250 per
month for support of the individuals who
wish to carry out the work. It is expected
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that the project would take three to ﬁve
years to complete. We look to the Lord
to provide the means for this project to
commence.

Shona

(Zimbabwe) – In
January 2009 intensive
work began on a major revision of the Shona
New Testament from the commonly-used
Shona Union Bible. Signiﬁcant changes to
the text had to be made so that it conformed
to the Received Text, as the Union Bible was
based on the Critical Text. Much eﬀort has
also been expended in ensuring that the
form of the Shona language employed is
understandable and acceptable in all ﬁve of
the regional Shona dialects.
Revision of the New Testament was
completed in 2013, and the text
subsequently typeset for printing. Thanks
in large part to the generosity of the GBS,
40,000 copies of the Shona New Testament
have now been printed in the Netherlands
and approved for distribution. At the time
of writing in late September 2014, the great
majority of these New Testaments are in
process of being prepared for shipment
directly to Zimbabwe where they are eagerly
anticipated.
Revision of the Shona Old Testament has
advanced at a good pace and draft work has
been completed from Genesis to 1 Samuel.
The Pentateuch (Genesis to Deuteronomy)
has also been revised a second time by the
team in preparation for proofreading. We
are thankful for the diligence of the Shona
revision team, who are working under the
auspices of the Zimbabwean Mission of the
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and
their eﬀective use of daily meetings and
monthly work plans.

recent months, we remain ever thankful to
Almighty God. It is He Who has sustained
and strengthened us for the many and
varied labours in which we are employed.
It is also the Lord who has provided the
funding, through partners, for the printing
of many of the Scriptures mentioned in
this article. We are very grateful to the
Gereformeerde Bijbelstichting and First Bible
International for their signiﬁcant support of
our work.
As can be seen from this report, as well
as permitting those with the expertise
and equipment to use our text to record
our Bibles in audio form, we have begun
to make some of our Scripture portions
available on our website. The digital age
in which we live has seen a proliferation
of the ways in which the Word of God can
be published. We believe it is right to take
cautious advantage of the ever-increasing
digital avenues through which the Holy
Scriptures can be made available. It has to
be acknowledged that this technological
expansion has opened up further
opportunities for the Society’s Scriptures
to be published; yet in some ways this has
increased the pressure on the Editorial
Department—our range of projects is
large for a small organisation, and we are
ever more conscious that there is much
more we could and should be doing to
make each edition of the Word of God
more widely available. Our aim, however, is
unchanged: we will do what we can, under
God, to ensure that our Bible translations are
accurate and trustworthy in whatever form
they are published.
‘Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the
word of the Lord may have free course,
and be gloriﬁed, even as it is with you’
(2 Thessalonians 3.1).

Conclusion

See our online Scriptures at
www.tbsbibles.org/
holy-scriptures

As we review the signiﬁcant strides that
have been made on these projects in
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The Treasury
From
David J. Broome
Resources Director

U

nder the Lord’s overruling
providence, the time since this
report was last written in the
Quarterly Record for July to September has
been one which we will not forget, as we
have seen our God opening and closing
doors, and providing richly for the Society’s
needs in many diﬀerent ways. He shall have
all the glory!

excellent transport links.

The Society has exchanged contracts
with the developer Chancery Gate under
which we will purchase both of the semidetached units they are building on the
We wrote in the previous issue of the
site. God willing, we will occupy the larger
Quarterly Record about the wonderful way
unit ourselves and the smaller one we will
in which the Lord had gone before us in the let out. The prospect of owning property to
sale of Tyndale House. We are now able to
rent out may seem a little unexpected to
report similarly on His bountiful provision
some of our supporters, but it is the
way in which the Lord has clearly
led. It will give the Society the great
advantage of having the ﬁnancial
surplus from the sale of Tyndale
House invested in property, and
God willing should return a steady
and substantial income ﬂow, well
above what could be achieved by
investing in cash. Should the work
of the Society prosper in the years
to come warranting the need of
Tyndale House
additional accommodation the
other unit could be also occupied
by the Society. Likewise, should it
prove necessary, the second unit could be
of replacement premises in the form of a
sold. Either way, the wonderful provision
brand new building which will be built for
of funds released by the sale of Tyndale
the Society, God willing, at 29 Deer Park
Road, Merton, London. This location is little House will have been preserved largely
intact for the use of the Society by further
more than ﬁve minutes’ walk from our
generations employed in the work.
current Headquarters and enjoys the same
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Artist’s impression of the Society’s new
building at 29 Deer Park Road

The unit that the Society expects to occupy
is to be designed to our own speciﬁcation
internally, providing for the Society’s
current needs, with some room for future
expansion too. It is due to be built to the
latest standards and therefore should be
very energy eﬃcient, helping the Society to
reduce its running costs substantially. It is
expected that the buildings will be handed
over by the developer in mid-to-late
summer of 2015; a further three months
will be required for ﬁt-out so we hope to
occupy the premises at some point in the
autumn of 2015, if the Lord will.

29 Deer Park Road during demolition of existing buildings

However, you may remember that the
Society is contracted to leave Tyndale
House by late March 2015; therefore there
will be a period during which we shall
need interim premises. In this the Lord
has remarkably gone before us as well—
almost before we started looking (cf. Isaiah
65.24)—and has provided a property at
15 Lyon Road, Merton, London, with both
oﬃce and warehouse space that should
prove suitable for the interim period. Again,
it is within just a few minutes’ walk of both
Tyndale House and Deer Park Road, and has
the same excellent public transport links.
The Society has taken an eighteen month
lease (the minimum period available) from
2 October 2014, which means that there
should be plenty of time to organise the

15 Lyon Road
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moves both to and from these interim
premises in a way that, we hope, will
be least disruptive to our customers,
supporters and staﬀ. It is wonderful the
way in which the Lord has provided
such a suitable property in such an ideal
location for our interim needs, as well as
the planned purpose-built premises for our
longer term requirements.
In other areas of activity we are thankful
to report that we have recently received
the vast majority (£187,500) of the legacy
which has for so long—more than six
years—been exercising our patience. In
this we prove again that the Lord’s timing
is always perfect (‘And therefore will the
LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto
you…’ Isaiah 30.18) in that this cash is
now available to help manage the various
upfront costs connected with the property
matters discussed above.
We are able to report, with much
thanksgiving, that the Lord has heard our
prayers, and yours, by providing us with
a new Operations Manager after a long

period of waiting. We covet your prayers
for Mr Philip Blows as he takes up his new
responsibilities in January 2015, if the Lord
will, in this very important post which is
at the heart of the Society’s day-to-day
operations.
It is very humbling and strengthening to
faith to see the Lord working, and to be
reminded again and again that we are
merely the feeble instruments in His hand
for the practical outworking of His purposes
upon earth. Rather than ‘our work for the
Lord’, which exalts the pride of man, it is
the Lord’s work through us and, at times,
despite us! He has said ‘I will work, and who
shall let it [turn it back]?’ (Isaiah 43.13).
We remain deeply thankful to all our
members, supporters and friends for
their partnership with us in this work,
practically, ﬁnancially, and especially in
prayer. We gratefully acknowledge receipt
of anonymous gifts totalling £17,300.03
for the period April to June 2014 (Matthew
6.4).

T

he blessing of the LORD, it
maketh rich, and he addeth
no sorrow with it.
Proverbs 10.22
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AND RUMOURS
T

he year preceding
the Great War was a
troubled one for the
Trinitarian Bible Society.
E. W. Bullinger, the Society’s
Secretary for forty-six years,
known to be of ‘vigorous
activity and prosperity’,1
died suddenly on
6 June 1913, leaving
TBS in some
E. W. Bullinger
disarray. However,
focus on the loss
of Bullinger was short-lived. In the Lord’s
providence, F. C. Lovely, who had served
on the General Committee since1897
and as Assistant Secretary since 1907,

succeeded Bullinger
as Secretary. The
necessities of the
war which began in
August 1914 brought
the Society’s attention
to more pressing
matters.
Quarterly Record
no. 219 for October
1914, the ﬁrst to appear
ar
after the start of the
war, declared,

TTBS
TB
BSS Army
Army
Ar
my New
Neew
Ne
w Te
TTestament
est
es
sta
tame
ameen
ent
nt

Since our last issue the European
nations are involved in war. Seven
nations are in conﬂict with onee
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aanother—
E
England,
France,
Germany, Russia,
G
Austria, Servia
A
[Serbia] and
[S
JJapan. Belgium
h
has been dragged
in
into it. The
g
greatest and most
tterrible war in the
aannals of history
TBS Navy New Testament is being waged,
as we go to press.
The combatants are
reckoned not by their thousands;
but by their millions. Thousands
have been hurried into eternity,
and thousands have been maimed
for life. How long or short this
conﬂict will last we cannot tell.2

From Plymouth: To-day I visited ‘Fort
Brockhurst’, having with me a parcel of New
Testaments and Christian literature. As soon
as the men understood the nature of my
mission, they were immediately clamorous
for Testaments; the parcel soon vanished, and
they were asking for more. The men, among
whom I have been working, are the men who
have responded to Lord Kitchener’s call [see
recruitment poster below], and constitute the
first New Army of 100,000 men. There were
many of them from Birmingham, all clean,
clear-eyed, healthy, strong, physically fit men,
chafing to be at the front. Grateful thanks to
your generous ‘Society’ for kind consideration
of our gallant men. [Quarterly Record no. 221,
January 1915, p. 6]

The Society was not slack in its work to
bring the Word of Life amidst death. The
editor recognised that,

ffor our men, and
d 770,000
0 000 h
have
already been distributed as we go
to press… Besides these 100,000
Testaments, a special edition of the
Gospel of John, 25,000 in number,
is now also ready for this work.
Let us pray that God the Holy
Spirit may abundantly bless these
Scriptures to the eternal good of
our Sailors and Soldiers.3

‘A great door and eﬀectual’ has
been opened for circulating the
Scriptures among our Soldiers
and Sailors. The Society has
had an edition of 100,000 New
Testaments specially prepared

t /Flickr
Pellethepoe

The Annual Report no. 84 for the year
ending
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are interested in the spiritual welfare
of our Soldiers and Sailors’.5 Thus, in the
months since the ﬁrst Quarterly Record
of the war years, an additional 60,000
copies of the special New Testament were
prepared for free distribution among the
military, with more planned.

Taylor SK /Flickr

From Belgium: Some German soldiers
broke into the house of a Bible colporteur,
a member of the Belgian Bible Society, and
covered him with their rifles; but when
they noticed a Bible picture on the wall,
they lowered their arms, and became quite
friendly with him, only asking him for some
food. A marvellous deliverance! [Quarterly
Record no. 221, January 1915, p. 9]

From England: Several hundred prisoners of
war under armed guard have been quartered
in C—, the number increasing almost daily.
I have been allowed every facility to visit
these captives of war, and received a hearty
welcome from all of them—captains, officers,
and sailors. It is interesting to note that there
are seven, if not more, languages spoken by
these guests, who are, in many instances,
happy in being constrained to accept our
country’s “hospitality”. What pleasure it
gave them to receive a Gospel in their own
tongue—German, Hungarian, Polish, etc., as
the case may be; and the warm expressions
of gratitude were oft-times most pathetic. We
have had splendid meetings in English and in
German, and many souls have been found of
Christ; others are anxious, and, God willing,
a great work will be done for the Lord. This
camp holds, when full, 6,000 men. [Annual
Report 84, for the year ended 31 March
1915, p. 33]

German prisoners of war

31 March 1915 began with the
statement that,
Never in the history of
the Trinitarian Bible
Society has your
Committee presented
to its members a Report
under such solemn
circumstances as at this
time. The war that is raging
over a vast area of Europe
is without precedent in the
annals of the world…4
The Secretary declared that, ‘At this solemn
crisis of our national history we naturally
244
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From London: As a result of the war, there
has been a very marked change in the
character of some of the shipping visiting
London. Fruit, etc., that used to come here in
German ships is now coming very largely in
Spanish, Italian, and Greek steamers, so that,
for the last two months, I have had my hands
full, visiting ships of these nationalities, and
circulating Scriptures among the crews.
I have found the generous grants of Scriptures
made by the Trinitarian Bible Society of the
very greatest use; indeed I may say these have
been indispensable; for owing to the press of
work, and the very short time some of the
vessels remain in port, it is impossible to do
much by means of personal conversation—I
am reduced to giving a Testament or Gospel,
with the earnest request it may be read, and
then leave God’s Word to do the rest…
Your Society’s edition of the Scriptures
have been circulated not only on the foreign
steamers; but also among the Belgian refugees,
and the soldiers on guard in various parts
of the East of London. [Quarterly Record
no. 221, January 1915, p. 17]

From St. Lucia: We are glad to report that
through these terrible weeks of conflict, and
bloodshed, the great and mighty God has used us
as channels to supply friends, and foes with His
precious Word…
Some weeks ago, a number of Germans were
detained in the royal gaol, so we took them, in
their own language, portions of the Scriptures,
as they have none in the prison in that language.
We were also able to place a copy of the complete
German Bible in the Victoria Hospital; and, by
the way, it would be a blessing, if you could spare
us a few complete copies of the English Bible to
be used in the same hospital. [Quarterly Record
no. 221, January 1915, p. 20]

Butt th
the workk did nott stop
there. ‘M
‘Many off
B
t th
our subscribers and friends, who have
Belgian Refugees in their towns and
villages, have been supplied with French
and Flemish Scriptures’.6 In addition, ‘The
opportunities of circulating the Word of
God among the prisoners [of war] in our
midst are many.’7

First World War trenches preserved as a memorial at Ypres
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The war would rage on for four more
terrible years, but in the midst of horror
and sorrow the opportunities of spreading
the Word of God—often in places and to
people who were hitherto out of reach—
were multiplied. Only Heaven will tell of
those who owe their eternal rest to the
Great War.

Endnotes:

German Gospel
according to
John

1. A. J. Brown, The Word of God among all Nations, a brief
History of the TBS (London, England: Trinitarian Bible
Society, 1981), p. 63.
2. Quarterly Record no. 219, October 1914, p. 2.

The Secretary rejoiced to note that while,

3. Ibid., p. 3.

Your Committee needs scarcely to
remind you that the past year has
been one of anxiety to the Society
on account of the war, yet, it has
cause to praise God, that your
Society, through the goodness of
God, has been able to hold on its
way…8

4. Annual Report 84 for 31 March 1914 to 31 March
1915 (presented at the Annual General Meeting on
27 April 1915), p. 9.
5. Ibid., p. 25.
6. Ibid., p. 32.
7. Ibid., p. 33.
8. Ibid., p. 12.
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The Word of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing
that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance of His
Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.

EEurope
FFrom Ull
Ullapool, England

and Islands during 1823–1830. All
these churches follow Thomas Telford’s
simple and cost eﬀective T-Plan, with
William Thomson generally being the
surveyor. Thomas Telford (1757–1834)
was an engineering genius, born near
Westerkirk in Dumfriesshire; he is of course
much more famous for the design of
the Caledonian Canal. There were to be
nineteen churches in the Highlands and
thirteen in the Scottish Islands.

Iw
write to say that last Saturday I
had the privilege of being able
h
to see for myself a beautiful John
B
Brown Self-Interpreting Bible. It was
on display in the Ullapool Museum, which
itself is unique, being previously one of
the ‘Telford churches’. I could not believe
they had one for me to see and enjoy.
I remember that you covered this man
and his work last
year. I still have
that Quarterly
Record magazine
no. 603; it is a
fascinating story.
I have enclosed a
picture of the Bible.
It may interest you
to know that the
Parliament of the
day gave a grant of
£50,000 towards
the construction
of thirty-two
churches across
John Brown Self-Interpreting Bible
the Highlands
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me feel that I want to be there again next
year, which always happens even if it is
only for one lost soul.

From Cornwall, England
Regarding our witness at the Royal
Cornwall Show, the attendance ﬁgures
were much lower than I have ever
known in the thirty or more years
that we have been there. The ﬁrst
day was disappointing but we found
more time for serious conversation.
The distribution of literature was well
received and conversation centred on
the clear gospel message that church
membership was no substitute for
the New Birth; it was not belief in
God or even in Jesus Christ but an
acknowledgement of sin and the
need of a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ. We had no heckler or
any complaints about our stand, and
contrary to what some have said in
the past the text boards placed on
the side of the stand and the front
actually brought folk in to meet us and
to discuss things which worried them.
The second day the weather was not
on our side as the wind kept blowing
things all over the place as it was
coming through the front of the stand,
but again we still had time to talk to many
a weary soul. There were very few children;
our goldﬁsh bowl with the little gold
booklets is normally emptied several times
but it remained almost full. The third day
the weather was much better and we had
a steady trail of both children and adults
coming to receive booklets, Bibles and
other items on show. Again we had many
opportunities to talk with folk and make
our position sure. We received a number of
names from those who wanted to keep in
touch with us and these will be followed
up from time to time. The children’s
colouring books and bookmarks were a
good tool in inviting parents into the stand
and often made it possible for conversation
so that although it seemed much slower it
was still a witness which we pray will yet
produce fruit. Enough happened to make

Calendar distribution in Lithuania

From Lithuania
Thank you for the calendars
for 2014. These are photos of
our calendar distribution last
December. One is on the streets, and
the other at a local hospital

Middle East
M
From Israel
We had a great 2013, and already
are working in 2014. We had so
many opportunities to speak to
many people about the Gospel
with handing out and distributing much
literature, lots of New Testaments in Hebrew
and Arabic. We are looking forward to
28
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continuing with evangelism and being
a part in encouraging others to do the
same. This year we plan to go to Egypt for
ministry and hope we will be in time for
the Book Fair. Lord willing, we hope to be
able to evangelize and reach out. It’s a little
dangerous at the moment, so please pray
for the Lord’s protection. Lord willing, we
hope to take a group of people to India for
three weeks in August for evangelism to
meet Israelis and whoever the Lord places
in our path. There are many others things,
too numerous to tell but as the opportunity
comes and the ability to do so is there, we
do try to be as busy as we can, helping in
any area we can. It is a privilege to be able
to do so. Thank you all for your support in
prayer and encouragement, and may we
also encourage you. While the world is
chaotic and messy, full of strife, conﬂict and
war, our Hope is steadfast and sure, and
He is sovereign. We can rest in Him even in
a storm. For the year to come, may He be
gloriﬁed in all that we endeavour to do.

The Americas
T
From Canada
I received a phone call from a
friend yesterday who was very well
pleased to have heard about one of
TBS’s posters which her husband and
son saw whilst on the subway. Her son had
had a tough few months in which he had
been in hospital for a while until a couple
of weeks ago. He was on his way to a new
job and his Dad had decided to accompany
him on his way for support. They were
immensely encouraged to be leaving the
station and see a TBS Poster! They were
thrilled that they could come across that
on their commute so she wanted to call
in and share their joy. She said that it also
really encouraged her son as he was still
quite down.

From a prisoner in California, USA
I read your Quarterly Record for
April to June 2014 and I was
made to thank God for you and
His answers to prayers. Since I read
the last Quarterly Record before this one, I
have kept the TBS in my prayers and that
God would do such a wondrous thing in
the sale of the Tyndale House, and how
beautiful was the news to my ears. Please
keep me on your membership mailing list
and also if you would send an up-to-date
catalogue. Also could you please send me
a 2014 calendar. Here in prison, we are
allowed a package of food and things only
through a particular package company.
One and a half years ago I asked if they
would add calendars to their package
items and I was speciﬁc about having
calendars with Scripture. The calendar idea
seemed a good idea to them. However,
they brought in bikini and swimsuit
calendars, calendars exploiting women
and so I still have not ordered any. I would
really like to have one of yours.
Also could you put me on a list to receive
a complete Old and New Testament of the
new revised edition of the Reina Valera
Spanish when you complete your work.
I was elated to read about the project. I
have read the 1909 and 1960 but never
read the 1862 or 1602 or 1569. I hope, if
the Lord allows me time on His earth, to
read them. I am a native of El Salvador, so
Spanish is my ﬁrst language. I grew up here
in Los Angeles but never forgot Spanish.
Although I’m not proliﬁc in it, I still read
Spanish in order to polish the many rough
spots.
Over the years I’ve received many helps
from the TBS but I never knew about the
QR! How can we receive it here every three
months? Could you be kind enough to
send it to me, so all the men here can read
it and be informed as to who is working to
keep God’s Word pure and is sending it to
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I visited various towns. In some of the areas
there are lots of conﬂicts with war veterans.
I really thank the Lord that one very senior
war veteran came to me saying that what
they fought for was not war but peace. He
disassociated himself from the others. We
found quite a number of men who had
returned to their rural homes after being
retrenched. There was quite an outcry
From Mamfe, Cameroon
Fro
about the state of the economy. In another
Thanks for the Scripture Grant. The
town the church is doing very well. We had
Bibles have been distributed in the an all night prayer meeting with the ﬁve
hospitals, homes and in the church. pastors there. From studying how Jacob
Many Christians here in Mamfe love
got Esau’s blessing because Isaac was blind
King James Version of the Bible. They
Kin
we understood that God’s plans are
not our plans and His time is not our
time. Often it looks like a mistake of
events. This winter we have been
blessed with lots of warm clothes
and we would like to thank those
who contributed. We also received
money from one church in Australia
for blankets; in all we managed to
buy thirty-ﬁve blankets which were
gratefully received. We would also like
to thank the Trinitarian Bible Society
and those who contributed toward
the donation of 130 Bibles and 90
Scriptures for Cameroon
New Testaments all in Ndebele.
His elect who are everywhere in the world.
I hope
ho and pray always for the Society to
be blessed of God for the beneﬁt of His
people.
pe

A
Africa

express their joy unto the Lord and are
exp
thankful for the gift of Bibles. The posters
tha
have been pasted on our walls along the
hav
street. Poster cards are under distribution.
stre
Ma
Many church members don’t own Bibles
be
because of the high cost at bookshops.
The
They are really happy.

From a mission to Zimbabwe
We would like to thank you for your prayers
during the time we were in Zimbabwe—
and thank the Lord for keeping us safe
and well as we travelled to and from the
country and during our time there. We
are thankful that the many other practical
details surrounding the trip all worked
well and that the Lord helped us each one
in our ministry opportunities. From what
we were able to observe and also glean
from our conversations with the Lord’s
people, the economic situation in the
country has deteriorated since we were
there last year, with businesses closing or
laying oﬀ workers and others being put

From Zimbabwe
Fro
We greet you in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We have pleasure
in reporting that some areas have
managed to harvest crops so in
those areas we have only supplied food to
tho
the widows and the elderly. We should be
able to do this until September or October.
ab
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on short time. The vast majority of the
people in the country (around 90%) have
no regular employment and those that
have jobs may ﬁnd that there is no pay for
them at the end of the month. We really
wonder how people manage with no
source of income as they try to keep a roof
over their heads, feed their families and
pay the bills for school fees and medical
treatment. Please continue to pray for our
brothers and sisters in Christ in Zimbabwe
as they face the daily struggles of life and
seek to be faithful witnesses to the Lord.
In the midst of their diﬃculties they will
often bear testimony to the faithfulness
of God in providing for their needs. Thank
you to those who donated both ﬁnances
and practical gifts for us to pass on to
the Lord’s people. We took twenty pairs
of reading glasses, twenty-two pairs of

children’s shoes, ﬁfteen knitted teddy
bears, eight knitted children’s blankets
along with children’s knitted hats and
jumpers, together with other donated
clothing. We also took three refurbished
laptop computers, study books, and
commentaries on Romans for the pastors
at the Training of Trainers.
Whilst in Bulawayo we collected 286
Ndebele Bibles and 337 Ndebele New
Testaments that had been donated by thee
Trinitarian Bible Society and were able
to distribute these among the contacts
we have in the churches there. For many
of the Lord’s people the gift of Scriptures
when they have no income to purchase
d
them for themselves is a real blessing and
encouragement, and it was a privilege to
be able to pass on these Bibles and New
Testaments, which were so gratefully
received.

Calendar distribution in Ghana

From Accra, Ghana
These Scriptures were distributed
on New Year’s Eve at the Watch
Night Service and subsequently
to public servants, bank oﬃcials
and across society. The recipients eagerly
expect them. Some had already booked
for copies in advance. They testify that thee
quotations help in facing their challengess
and knowing God more and more. It is
unfortunate that I am going to disappointt
many because there are not enough. I
thank God for the good work you are
doing.

From Nigeria
I thank God and I appreciate you
for your message to me in sending
ng
g
six parcels that contain Scripturess
which I received with good
condition. It was late but I know that is due
uee
to our postal system in Nigeria that is too
slow. The Scriptures are of more blessing
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addresses for the day. The
community hall was ﬁlled
to capacity by people who
came walking and cycling.
A few, 2 or 3, came driving
that day. My ﬁrst session was
on the Word of God, then
how we need to use the
Word, and ﬁnished with the
necessity for a faithful Bible
translation. People were so
attentive to the subjects
we taught because this
was a new teaching. What
we taught brought light
Calendar distribution in Nigeria
in the hearts of Christian
leaders there. At the end of
to those who received them: many people
the
teaching
sessions,
we distributed the
testify to me about the Scriptures. One
Authorised
Version
and
Chichewa Bibles
pastor and his wife who were fortunate
and
books
to
all
the
participants.
There was
to have a copy of the calendar were very
now a longing for a good Bible translation,
grateful because this calendar serves
not just the so-called ‘Holy Bible.’ This was
as their daily morning devotions and
a historic meeting in this place as far the
thoughts for the day. They were happy
churches are concerned.
and said that the calendar helped them
to read many parts of the Bible last year
At another meeting one minister said,
and that they started for this year as
‘don’t you think you are now confusing
soon as the calendar got to them. I gave
people with all these things you are
a Bible to a lady who had been Muslim;
bringing out concerning the Bible?’ We
she appreciated it and promised that she
answered, ‘we are showing people the
will be reading the Bible daily for more
way, and that as they read the Bible
knowledge about God. Many students of
they should know that there are these
our town’s university were happy to receive things which the enemies of God did
the calendars, many of them want a Bible
to versions of the Bible’. One pastor
but very few were given. The demand is
rebuked the ignorance in some clergy
more than the supply for me. Once again
who did not want the people to know
I thank you and I am also using this to
the truth. The enemy was silenced and
request for more calendars (2,000) and
the people had joy. This is the only place
Bibles (120). Thank you and God bless.
where we faced opposition during our
conferences. But thank God, people were
From a series of meetings in Malawi happy with the revelations and kept on
Close to 100 participants had
C
saying, ‘we are blessed by the teachings’.
registered in advance, 27 from
re
We then distributed the AV Bibles,
vvery far places. By the conference
and recommended the best current
day 170 leaders had registered: far
Chichewa Bible version and books to the
above what was expected. After a brief
overwhelming group of pastors, church
introduction I was called upon to begin the leaders and their spouses.
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