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The 184th
Annual General
Meeting

GOD WILLING

commences at 11.00 a.m. on

Saturday, 19 September 2015
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London SE1 6SD
In addition to the Annual Report, the Business Meeting at 11.00
will include an address on William Tyndale by Dr David Allen, the
Society’s senior UK Deputation Speaker, and an update by Mr Dinu
Moga, Head of the Society’s Romanian Bible revision team.
After the Business Meeting,

at 2.00 p.m.

Pastor Michael Harley
Minister of Friston Baptist Chapel, Suﬀolk, and
member of the General Committee of the Society
is expected to preach
Lunch will be served between the meetings

All are invited to attend
2
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From the Desk of the

General Secretary

A

existence in this world. Man’s life in this
world can be likened to the ﬂickering,
faltering light of a candle, that has shone
for a short while but which is soon to come
to an end of its life and be extinguished
for ever. It is as grass that is here today
and tomorrow withers away (Isaiah 40.68, 1 Peter 1.24-25), as a vapour which
appears and then vanishes away (James
4.14). However, it is important that we
all understand that, unlike the inanimate
wax of the man-made candle or like a
vapour, which has no soul and which
has committed no sin and before whom
there is no day of judgement, we having
been made by God Himself, in His image
and likeness, are sinners and appointed
to die. Most solemnly, we will certainly
enter an existence that will have an eternal
dimension: either an eternity of bliss to be
spent in the joyful presence of Almighty

s in God’s gracious providence we
look back and see the days and
memories of the past year fast
receding and observe once again the rapid
passage of time swiftly unfolding the weeks
of the new year, the thoughts of many of
the Lord’s people will no doubt have been
drawn to the aptly expressed and sobering
words of ‘Moses the man of God’ in
Psalm 90. It is always good for us prayerfully
to seek to have high and exalted views of
God and to have low and humbling views
of ourselves drawn from the pages of the
Word of God!
In this particular portion of the divinely
inspired and divinely preserved Holy
Scriptures, Moses (by the Spirit of God)
refers in his prayer to the everlasting
and all-majestic nature of Almighty God,
with whom he compares the brevity,
insigniﬁcance and sinfulness of man’s
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God in heaven, or an eternity of damnation
to be spent in the woeful company of the
Devil, his demonic angels and the ungodly
in hell.

willed we are and how our sinful nature
would love to be wholly independent of
our God and Creator. However, He is the
One in whom ‘we live, and move, and
have our being’ (Acts 17.28); He is the only
Saviour and Redeemer of sinful man, and
therefore the One whose divine blessing is
so desperately needed by us all at all times.

We see something of the great majesty
of our Eternal God when we compare the
pale and wholly insigniﬁcant light of the
man-made candle to the immeasurable
brilliance of the sun God has created to
shine with wonderful regularity, day after
day and millennia after millennia, until the
end of time. Continuously the sun ﬂoods
the world with its beams of intense light.
During each twenty-four hour period its
movement across the face of the earth
causes the darkness of night to ﬂee and
hide itself before the brilliance of the allpervading presence of this ‘greater light’
(Genesis 1.16). As a servant of the Most
High God the sun commands and takes
its rightful place in the order of God’s
creation ‘to rule the day’. (The sun is a
most remarkable part of God’s creation.
It is calculated that the speed of light
is 670,616,629 miles per hour—that is
equivalent to 186,282 miles per second!
Given that the average distance from the
sun to the earth is 92,955,817 miles, light
only takes about 8 minutes to make that
journey!)1

Notwithstanding the rightfully low views
that we may have of ourselves (and our
views of ourselves can never be too low),
we who truly seek grace to fear and honour
the Lord in our lives and who unite in the
work of the Society have also a common
bond and high purpose in our endeavours
which go far beyond ourselves and our
own personal interests. By the grace of
God, we who have tasted of the Lord’s
mercy to unworthy and wretched sinners
have interests and desires that are above
and beyond ourselves and the aﬀairs of
this world. We have spiritual interests and
longings that relate to the divine majesty
and glory of our Triune God.
Our desire as members and friends of the
Trinitarian Bible Society is to show, in some
small way, our gratitude and thanksgiving
to Almighty God for the wondrous
provision of the mercy He has, in His grace,
made for sinners in sending the Lord
Jesus Christ as the all-suﬃcient and eversuitable Saviour of sinners. It is our desire,
prayerfully and practically, to seek the
glory of His all-worthy and blessed Name,
the advance of the Kingdom of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the true spiritual good and
well-being of our fellow men through the
mighty, eﬃcacious and unctuous work of
God the Holy Spirit as He uses the Society in
the translation, publication and distribution
of faithful and reliable editions of the Holy
Scriptures throughout the world. This is
surely a noble end, and one in which all the
Lord’s people should be united!

As the new year opens and we seek to
commence the year rightly with exalted
views of God and low views of ourselves,
we may well ask who and what we are
and what the Trinitarian Bible Society is,
compared with the Scripturally-revealed
boundless and incomprehensible nature
and majesty of Almighty God, the
inﬁnite Majesty of Heaven. Certainly, as
individuals, we have to acknowledge that
we are nothing but poor, depraved sinful
creatures. Our hearts are deceitful above
all things and desperately wicked, as the
Holy Scriptures so graphically inform us
(Jeremiah 17.9). We arrogantly express,
each day of our unworthy lives, how self-

Reference has been made in the foregoing
4
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paragraphs to the light of the sun and how
it fulﬁls its divinely given role of dispelling
the darkness of the night. How much
more wonderfully true is this of the great
work of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Light of
the World, the Sun of Righteousness, the
Dayspring from on high who has visited
us! By His Spirit He causes the light of
Truth to penetrate into the gross and sinful
darkness of the minds and hearts of men,
women and children throughout the world,
to convict of sin, of righteousness and of
judgement to come. He shows forth the
divine beauty, blessedness and glory of
Himself as the One who came in the Name
of His Father to seek and to save that which
was lost. This He did by the fulﬁlling of all
righteousness in His perfect life and in the
giving of Himself over to death on the cross
of Calvary as the one perfect sacriﬁce for sin
that could alone ever satisfy divine justice.

His people when we forsake our spiritually
adulterous ways and wholly return unto
Him. To a very great extent the nations of
the world are clearly in heathen darkness,
and their millions of inhabitants lie dead in
sins and trespasses.
Truly, we are seeing in our days clear
evidences of man’s gross inhumanity to
man in diﬀerent parts of the world, but
this should not surprise us. Let us imitate
the Psalmist, Asaph, who in Psalm 74.20
prayed, ‘Have respect unto the covenant:
for the dark places of the earth are full of
the habitations of cruelty’. The Lord Jesus
yet has all power in heaven and in earth.
Surely that day will come when there will
be a far more abundant fulﬁlling of the
promise referred to in Matthew 4.16: ‘The
people which sat in darkness saw great
light; and to them which sat in the region
and shadow of death light is sprung up’. Is it
not said of the all blessed and glorious King
of Zion that, ‘He shall have dominion also
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the
ends of the earth’ (Psalm 72.8), and that ‘All
the ends of the world shall remember and
turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds
of the nations shall worship before thee.
For the kingdom is the LORD’s: and he is
the governor among the nations’ (Psalm
22.27-28)?

In the ﬁrst chapter of the Book of
Revelation, verse 16, we read the Apostle
John’s description of Christ, the King and
Head of His church, ‘And he had in his right
hand seven stars: and out of his mouth
went a sharp twoedged sword: and his
countenance was as the sun shineth in his
strength’. And so it is that the work of Christ
continues today and will do so until the end
of time! He will care for His church; He will
watch over the translation and distribution
of His Word and He, by His Spirit, will cause
the Light of Truth to shine forth into the
hearts of sinners throughout the world.

May the Lord hasten that day, and in the
meantime keep us faithful to Him as we
continue with the work He has given us
to do: the translation, publication and
distribution of His Word—the seed of His
Kingdom—among all nations!

All the aﬀairs of His church—the church of
which He has said, ‘I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it’ (Matthew 16.18)—are in His
inﬁnitely wise, gracious and almighty
hands. In many parts of the world where
there has been Gospel light in past days,
the church may now appear to be in (or
going into) captivity for the sins of the
Lord’s people. But even as the Babylonian
captivity had an end, so the Lord will deliver

Brethren, pray for us!

Endnotes:
1. Fraser Cain, ‘Speed of Light in MPH’, Universe Today,
www.universetoday.com/38040/speed-of-light-inmph, accessed 2 December 2014.
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THE

NECESSITY
of the FATHER’S

DRAWING

No man can come to me, except the
h Father
h
which hath sent me draw him.
John 6.44

by the Rev G. Hamstra
President of the Society

T

he fourth gospel emphasises in particular the excellency
of the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. It portrays a divine
Saviour. We need such a Deliverer. As fallen creatures we are
sinners in the sight of a holy God. From whatever angle we look at
the disease of sin, no earthly physician can heal us. We need the
divine Redeemer whose saving power is presented to us in the
Word of God.
This gospel not only gives a description of the beauty of His Person,
it also reveals His wondrous works. The Lamb of God took away
the sin of the world, by bearing it upon Himself. In all His works
of mercy we see His excellency. We observe His supreme glory
in His atoning death and in His resurrection. In Him God’s Zion is
redeemed by righteousness. He is the Wellspring of all blessedness.
All throughout the gospel, John refers to both favourable and
unfavourable responses in relation to the Person and Work of
Christ. Time and again he speaks about faith and unbelief. This
begins in the prologue and continues all throughout the gospel.
John 1.11: ‘He came unto his own, and his own received him not’
(unbelief).

6
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Many think that the natural man has a
proper understanding of his inability, but
that he is not able to ﬂee to Christ. It is true
that man by nature cannot ﬂee to Christ.
He needs grace to do this. However, the
natural man cannot and does not have a
true understanding of his inability either. He
may hear and talk about it but he does not
rightly understand it.

John 1.12: ‘But as many as received him, to
them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name’
(faith).
Each chapter of this gospel reveals the
glory of the Saviour and also the response
of the Jewish people. This is always either
for or against, faith or unbelief. So often
Christ refers to the importance of faith and
He powerfully opposes the unbelief of the
Jews.

He often misuses this doctrine and hides
behind it. Some even reason that if they
are by nature unable to come to Christ,
they may forget the commands of the
gospel and continue in sin, carelessness and
indiﬀerence. That is not what the Scriptures
teach.

Our text teaches still another aspect of
the gospel message. ‘No man can come to
me, except the Father which hath sent me
draw him’ (John 6.44). Both the Old and the
New Testaments contain many precious
invitations to come to Christ. However, here
we read that no man can come without the
Father drawing him. No man—there seem
to be no exceptions. Does this truth belong
to the gospel message? Does it really ﬁt in?
Many deny this doctrine. They consider it
improper to mention this truth and ﬁnd it
too discouraging. How are we to view this:
must it be taught or should it be omitted?

The Word of God makes it very plain that
we can know nothing aright without the
grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit. This
includes the teaching of man’s inability. To
misuse this truth as a false resting place is
both wicked and dangerous.
We need an experiential knowledge of ‘no
man can come to me’. We can only come
to Christ by the Spirit’s grace. However, we
must also learn to understand our inability
by the grace of the same divine Teacher.
When we view our inability in its scriptural
context, then we cannot and dare not be
indiﬀerent. It makes us realise the greatness
of our need and brings us on our knees.

Those who omit man’s inability are not
faithful to the Word of God and have no true
gospel message. It is a truth that permeates
all of Scripture. ‘Can the Ethiopian change
his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may
ye also do good, that are accustomed to do
evil’ (Jeremiah 13.23).

So the question arises in our heart: is there
no way in which we may be delivered from
this bondage? There is a Saviour, but how
do I come to Him? No one can come to Him
in his own wisdom or strength. But there is
another, a more excellent way. That is by the
eﬀectual drawing of the Father. The sinner
drawn by the eternal love of the Father
comes as a needy sinner to the feet of Jesus.
That grace is unspeakably precious. It is by
the Father’s wondrous love that sinners who
have no strength in themselves are drawn
to Christ. How great and glorious does
that love appear in the light of man’s utter
inability!

But is this in harmony with the invitation
of the gospel? On the one hand we read,
‘Come unto me…and I will give you rest’
(Matthew 11.28). On the other hand we are
taught, ‘No man can come to me, except…’.
Is the one truth not in conﬂict with the
other? No, there is no conﬂict here. The
preaching of man’s inability is the best
preparation for the reception of the gospel.
Those who learn to know their own spiritual
impotency are the neediest and the most
appreciative hearers of the message of
salvation.
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Editorial Report
by Philip J. D. Hopkins
Editorial Director

Introduction
In Romans 12.12 the Apostle Paul writes: ‘Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation;
continuing instant in prayer’. This triple instruction is part of a long list of directions
given to the Christians in Rome, which follow from the ﬁrst verse of chapter 12:
‘I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacriﬁce, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service’.
The exhortation of Paul in Romans 12.12 is a timely reminder that in the midst of
tribulation we should be patient, and also continue to pray earnestly. When beset
with diﬃculty the Bible clearly teaches that we must pray and not faint (cf. Luke 18.1).
After reporting in the Quarterly Record for October to December 2014 on a season of
considerable progress, at the time of writing we are faced with signiﬁcant problems
on several of our major Bible projects. It would not be appropriate to go into details
but we would certainly greatly value your prayers for the projects on which we face
diﬃculties. Given the progress that has been made on some projects this year, it is not
surprising that we are facing a period of challenge. In managing and overseeing the
Bible revision and translation projects we are often reminded that we are in a spiritual
battle and that ‘we wrestle not against ﬂesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places’ (Ephesians 6.12).
Notwithstanding some present discouragements, we would as the Apostle Paul
enjoins ‘rejoice in hope’ (cf. Romans 12.12). We give thanks also for further progress
on several of our Bible revision and translation projects, particularly for the languages
mentioned in this article.

Africa
Gospel according to John. After various
further stages of proofreading, typesetting
and checking, the print-ready ﬁle for this
Gospel was sent to Bearing Precious Seed
in late October. They plan to print 100,000
copies of the Amharic Gospel, principally

Amharic

(Ethiopia) In
March 2014,
at the recommendation of the Editorial
Department, the General Committee gave
approval for the publication of the Amharic
8
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standard of modern Polish. We have now
entered into discussions with the Polish
reviser in connection with the relatively few
minor points raised and concerning other
more general details as well.

for circulation within Ethiopia. God willing,
these Gospels will be ready to ship in the
ﬁrst quarter of 2015.

Asia

Romanian

The revision
team in
Romania and the review team in Australia
continue to work hard to ﬁnalise the text of
the Romanian Bible. We are thankful that
both teams are on track to conclude the
revision work in the ﬁrst part of 2015.
To help bring any remaining matters
to a conclusion, a Romanian revision
conference is due to take place, God willing,
in London in February with the head of the
revision team from Romania attending in
person. The main reviewer from Australia
is due to attend the conference meetings
by Skype, at which any remaining linguistic
or translational questions will be discussed
with the aim of taking ﬁnal decisions.
The conference will also be an opportunity
to discuss further the phases which follow
on from the completion of the revision:
checking and proofreading, typesetting,
printing, publication and distribution. If
the Lord will, we are planning to undertake
an initial print run of 20,000 copies of the
revised Romanian Bible, subject to the
funds being made available.

Chinese

The Chinese
Gospel according
to John was uploaded to the Society’s
website on 10 October 2014 and during
the remainder of the month it became
the most visited PDF ﬁle on the website,
with 1,927 hits and 910 visits. We are
thankful for this widespread interest
among Chinese Christians in diﬀerent
parts of the world, many of whom have
viewed the Gospel via links placed on
blogs and other websites.
We would encourage any Chinese
readers who have not accessed the
Gospel to do so at www.tbsbibles.org/
pdf_information/358-1.pdf. We are also
keen to receive further feedback, as
only a small percentage of those who
have accessed the Gospel have provided
comments. Feedback can be provided in
Chinese and/or English via the contact
page on our website, where the category
‘editorial enquiry’ should be selected from
the drop-down list.

Europe

India

Polish

The initial evaluation of
the draft revision of the
Gospel according to John (revised Gdansk)
revealed a promising piece of work with
just three very minor non-conformities
to the Received Text that we are sure can
be readily addressed. As well as being
evaluated as an accurate translation
of the underlying Biblical Greek, the
revised John was also deemed to be in an
appropriate form of the language for the
Holy Scriptures, employing a good literary

Thadou

At the time of
drafting this article
in late November, the Thanksgiving Service
in Manipur, north-east India, for the Thadou
New Testament has just taken place. Our
General Secretary was present, and gave
one of the main addresses. He was joined
by Dale Money, Director of First Bible
International, the organisation which kindly
funded the printing of 10,000 copies of this

9

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record
Pastor’s church is underway. They are
now in the process of digging the
foundation. A church in UK sends a
humanitarian aid to help them build
the ﬁrst phase of the building plan
with the condition that the Pastor’s
church provide for the labour. The
promised amount should be enough
to buy all the materials needed for
the ﬁrst storey of the church. Thank
God they are not short of volunteers!
We are thankful to God for this positive
report of the outcome, one year on, from
the devastation caused by Typhoon Haiyan.
Our translator also included the following
update on our much-needed project to
translate a new, accurate edition of the
Waray-Waray Scriptures from the faithful
Biblical texts.
By God’s grace, we have completed
the second draft of the Gospel
of John in Waray-Waray. There
are lexical issues that need to be
resolved, but I think we can work on
the third draft, while we pray and
wait for God’s guidance. Once the
third draft is completed, our plan is to
let some Waray-Waray pastors which
are in fellowship with the Pastor
read the translation. Any good input
will be included in the fourth draft.
Then, we will submit to you for your
perusal.
We are pleased with the progress being
made in the arduous task of Bible
translation in this language.
Finally, we would appreciate your prayers
for the Waray-Waray translation team and
indeed for everyone connected to the
Society who is engaged in Bible revision
and translation. May they, and all who
work directly for the Society, be ‘stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord’
(1 Corinthians 15.58).

New Testament at the Milford, Ohio, plant
of Bearing Precious Seed. Mr Money also
spoke at the service.
We pray that the bulk of the New
Testaments, which are currently held up in
Indian Customs, may be released soon and
used to the glory of God and the increase
of His Kingdom.

Southeast Asia

Waray-Waray
(The Philippines) Typhoon Haiyan, known
in the Philippines as Typhoon Yolanda, was
one of the strongest tropical cyclones ever
recorded. It devastated portions of southeast Asia, particularly the Philippines, on
8 November 2013, killing at least 6,300
people in that country alone. The cyclone
caused catastrophic destruction in the
Visayan Islands, especially on Samar and
Leyte—home to the Waray-Waray people.
It is estimated that at the time about eleven
million people were aﬀected by Typhoon
Haiyan, many being left homeless. With
regard to this aspect, our main WarayWaray translator reported that ‘Though
the Government was quite slow in the
aftermath of the typhoon, they learned
from their mistakes and the NGOs [nongovernmental organisations] coming from
foreign countries have been a great help in
helping the people rebuild. The situation
now is much better. Praise the Lord!’
He also added:
Though Haiyan brought many
problems, it became a blessing in
disguise to many. Many have been
blessed materially and spiritually.
In Tanauan, Leyte where Pastor
J– [his co-translator] is serving, the
people are hungry for the Word of
God. The attendance on Sundays
has increased! The rebuilding of the
10
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Membership Renewal
Membership subscriptions for 2015 are now due

I

ncluded with printed copies of Quarterly Record no. 609, October to December 2014, and
this current QR, recipients will have found a 2015 membership form. Every year we ask our
supporters and friends to consider membership in the Society. Membership has beneﬁts for
both you and the Society. As a member, you can identify more fully in the work and witness of
the Society and vote at our Annual General Meeting. And your annual subscription fee, held at
a minimum for many years, helps support the Society in our day-to-day activities.
As the new year approaches, we once again invite you to aﬃrm your prayerful association
with the Society by completing the printed membership form or the online form at
www.tbsbibles.org/membership. Membership runs from January to December and is
renewable annually (although forms received after 1 October will be counted for the
following calendar year unless you request otherwise). Membership forms can be returned
directly to the Society’s International Headquarters, or to your national branch secretary or
local auxiliary secretary.
A membership form must be ﬁlled out in full each year by those wishing to begin or renew
membership. Husbands and wives may use one paper form, but both must complete and
sign; husbands and wives applying online must complete separate applications using
separate online accounts. Life members must also complete a membership form yearly. (Life
membership is no longer available for new applicants.)
Payment of the subscription fee can be made by cheque, debit or credit card (please provide
your telephone number so we can call to receive details), or online. For supporters who make
regular donations by standing order direct into the Society’s bank account, one of these can
be counted as a subscription—please indicate this on your completed membership form. Life
members need not pay a subscription fee.
Our Quarterly Record magazine, which is free upon request, is sent automatically to all of the
Society’s members, unless you advise us on the membership form that you receive it from
another source or online.
If you would like to begin or renew membership but have not received a membership form,
please contact your nearest Branch at the address in the back of this Quarterly Record.
To all who have faithfully supported us through membership, and to those who will take this
opportunity to join, we, and those around the world who have received faithful copies of the
Scriptures, are deeply thankful.
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The Treasury
From David J. Broome
Resources Director

W

hilst we would seek to be
continually thankful to the
Lord for His many mercies to us
personally day by day, there are times in
our lives when we are called to stop and
reﬂect particularly on the Lord’s great
goodness (cf. Psalm 31.19). The same is
true in the life of the Society. The Lord has
The Deer Park Road site being prepared for the
construction of the Society’s new premises

abundantly blessed the Society in the UK
over the past ﬁfteen months, particularly by
way of speciﬁc funding for grants, interim
and permanent properties to replace
Tyndale House, and the provision of three
new staﬀ, including the long looked-for
Operations Manager. ‘What hath God
wrought!’ (Numbers 23.23).

After such blessing, we would seek to follow
the example of the Old Testament church,
as expressed in Jeremiah 31.21, and set up a
memorial and witness
of the Lord’s appearing
and goodness. Jacob
set up a pillar of stone
at Bethel (Genesis
28.18-19) and Mizpah
(Genesis 31.45),
Jacob and Laban set
up a heap of stones
at Galeed (‘heap of
witness’, Genesis 31.4648) and Samuel did so
at Ebenezer (‘hitherto
hath the LORD helped
us’, 1 Samuel 7.12). So
we too would publicly
acknowledge ‘the good hand of our God
upon us’ (Ezra 8.18).
However, such is the Lord’s wisdom that,
despite His rich provision, He keeps us
utterly dependent upon Him, lest we start
to presume upon His goodness, depend
upon our own wisdom or become less
prayerful. This is evident in 2014: we are
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currently projecting a
UK General Fund deﬁcit
of £296,000 for the year,
largely due to the fact
that the Lord has not
been pleased this year to
grant us the same level
of new, undesignated
legacies as in former
years, on which ﬁgures
our budget had been
estimated. As mentioned
previously in The
Treasury, the Society is
seeking year-by-year to
reduce its dependence
upon legacy income in
The Deer Park Road site being cleared
order to fund its general
late 2015 or early 2016. There is still much
expenditure, but we
to be done and many challenges to be
remain dependent upon it to balance the
overcome with the Lord’s help. We also ask
books at present. Notwithstanding the
projected shortfall for 2014, we are thankful you to remember Mr Philip Blows as he
takes up the post of Operations Manager
that the General Committee has been able
on 5 January 2015, if the Lord will—this will
to approve a balanced budget for the UK
mean a big change in his life and that of his
for 2015 and we now look to the Lord to
provide the income that has been included, family.
in faith, within that budget.
We would continually seek the glory of
God, the addition of precious souls to His
We are deeply thankful to all our supporters
kingdom and the sanctifying and edifying
worldwide for all the ﬁnancial support that
of His church through the work of the
they give to the Society, from the widow’s
Society; otherwise our labour will be in
mite to the large legacy. Donations given
vain (see Psalm 127.1). The Word of God
under UK Gift Aid, and the equivalent in
is the most precious thing that we can
other countries where we have a branch,
possess and we long to see it going forth
are a great help to us because the Society is
more abundantly, in more languages, to
able to increase the donation signiﬁcantly
the needy people among all nations, there
(by 25% in the UK) by claiming back Income
to be used in the hand of the Holy Spirit for
Tax. In the UK, 40% tax-payers are able to
the purpose that He has sent it to fulﬁl
claim a further 25% of their donation back
(cf. Isaiah 55.10-11).
from HM Revenue & Customs through their
annual tax return.
We remain deeply thankful to all our
members, supporters and friends for their
We seek your continued prayerful interest
partnership with us in this work, practically,
in the property situation in the UK: we
ﬁnancially, and especially in prayer.
hope to move to our interim premises in
We gratefully acknowledge receipt of
Lyon Road in February 2015, and then to
anonymous gifts totalling £4,631.99 for the
our permanent home at Deer Park Road in
period July to September 2014 (Matthew 6.4).
13
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TheVoice

Lord

of the

By Pastor J. M. Saunders

the sermon preached at the 183rd
Annual General Meeting,
20 September 2014
edited for publication

Cedars of Lebanon

3

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters:
the God of glory thundereth: the Lord is
upon many waters. 4 The voice of the Lord is
powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
5
The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea,
the Lord breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 6 He
maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon
and Sirion like a young unicorn. 7 The voice of
the Lord divideth the flames of fire. 8 The voice
of the Lord shaketh the wilderness; the Lord
shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 9 The voice
of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve, and
discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth
every one speak of his glory. (Psalm 29.3–9)

I

compare with the importance of this work.

t is a very great privilege to be here
today and to have been invited to
preach on the occasion of the Annual
Meeting of the Trinitarian Bible Society.
There can be few works that can compare
with the Society’s importance in the
advance of the Kingdom of God and the
cause of Christ in this world: few that can

I would like to express a word of
thankfulness for the Trinitarian Bible
Society website, because being invited
on an occasion like this when the theme
of the message really runs along narrow
lines—the Word of God—you do not
14
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The Mountains of Sinai

want to take the text that a brother has
preached on in recent times. So when you
go to the website, you can find what has
been preached on for the last several years,
and avoid those same texts or passages.
Another thing to be thankful for is the
richness of the Word of God, because
whatever has been said before, you trust
you can find something new or a different
angle to bring that has to do with the same
theme. The Word of God, of course, is a
rich Word; it must be, because it comes
from God in heaven above and is His
Word to us.

The Voice of the Lord
We turn to Psalm 29 this afternoon. In
that Psalm you have frequent reference
to the voice of the Lord. This is an
expression found frequently throughout
the Scriptures. In the book of Genesis we
read, ‘they heard the voice of the LORD
God walking in the garden in the cool
of the day’ (Genesis 3.8). In Job 37.5

we find, ‘God thundereth marvellously
with his voice’. Again in Job (11.5) is, ‘oh
that God would speak, and open his lips
against thee’. Isaiah says in 30.27, ‘his lips
are full of indignation, and his tongue
as a devouring fire’. In Micah 6.9, we
have the expression, ‘The LORD’s voice
crieth unto the city’. And in the prophecy
of Zephaniah (3.17), we read, ‘he will
joy over thee with singing’. All of those
expressions we find in the Scriptures
concerning the conveying of God’s
message to His people and to this world.
Now the voice of the Lord, we may well
think, is synonymous with the Word of
the Lord, and in the book of Deuteronomy (4.12) we read, ‘And the LORD
spake unto you out of the midst of the
fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but
saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice’.
So there is an inseparable connection
between the voice of God and the
Word of God. We must be persuaded
that these expressions that we find in
the Scripture, such as the voice and
15
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Just so the Scriptures convey that this is
God’s own Word. When you read the
Scriptures it is almost as though you can
hear, in that spiritual sense, the voice of
the God who gave it to us, and what a
precious thing that is. When He speaks—
with all His grace and tenderness, His
kindness and love, and His compassion—
we know that in the Word or through the
Word or behind the Word is this glorious
God who desires so wonderfully to speak
to our souls.

the mouth of God, are deliberately and
purposely used as inspired by the Holy
Spirit of God.
These expressions suggest to us the
important fact of a personal living God
who speaks so as to be heard. Every
time we come to the Scriptures, it is
not just some academic exercise, but in
and through the Scripture the God of
Heaven—who is real, and who is glorious,
and mighty, and majestic—communicates
to us through His own Word. We must
pray every time we come to the Scriptures
for the means of grace to hear that voice
speaking to our souls. The phrase also
suggests to us that we have a God who
is intimately concerned for His people
to the extent that He condescends to
communicate to us: He speaks to us, He
brings His truth to bear upon us in that
most wonderful and gracious and yet
powerful way. This is the God whose voice
is heard.

It also suggests by this expression of voice
that here we have a God who speaks
through His Word that addresses every
spiritual condition, touching the whole
range of our spiritual states. You know
that a change of inflection in the voice,
a change of tone or pitch or volume, can
change everything. The different way that
you pronounce a name or a simple phrase
like ‘come on’: a change of inflection
changes the whole thing. You do that in
order to adapt the phrase to the person
to whom you are speaking and to touch
the situation in which they are at that
particular time. This illustrates how God
speaks to us through His Word in such
a timely and appropriate way. He is the
God who knows us, who understands us;
He reads our souls, He knows our frame
and He adapts His Word in that most
wonderful way to touch our souls at the
very point of our need.

It also suggests to us that the Word of
God spoken through the voice of God is
distinctively God’s own Word. A voice
is a very personal thing, very distinctive:
recognisable even if no actual word is
articulated. Some few years ago, I was
travelling abroad to preach and had been
in touch with my wife by email and text;
but I had not spoken to her for two weeks.
There was an occasion when an email
would not do, so I picked up the phone
and called her. I only had to say ‘Hello’, but
she replied, ‘How wonderful to hear your
voice!’ The voice is a personal thing; it
speaks of the person whose voice it is. You
might hear a well-known preacher in the
flesh or in a recording, and then go away
and read his sermon. I think particularly
of Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones who had a
very distinctive way of preaching. It was
the way he constructed his sermons: his
voice was there in the written text of his
sermons.

Often you find in general preaching that
you take up a passage and preach as you
normally would, and people will come up
at the end of the service and say, ‘That said
this to me’—and quite often we really did
not intend to say anything like that at all.
But God had taken His Word and spoken
in such a way as to meet the spiritual state
of that person in a most definite, timely
and appropriate manner.
Then it suggests that here we have a Word
16
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that is clear and perspicuous to us. A voice
with clarity of pronunciation leaves one in
no doubt of what is meant. Isn’t that the
case of the Word of God? You come to
the Scriptures; you believe that this is the
Word of God; and then you go away from
the Scriptures and are under no illusion
as to what God intended to say. You have
the Holy Spirit impressing upon your soul,
sometimes convicting of sin, sometimes
encouraging, sometimes directing,
sometimes rebuking; but you know what
God has said. What a precious thing these
things all are! So, the voice of the Lord.

God’s Thundering Voice
In this Psalm we have repeated references
to the voice of the Lord and its effect. We
can think of this either as God who speaks
with His voice through the Scriptures,
or we can think of it as God speaking
with that voice of command so as to
accomplish what He has first revealed
in the Scriptures. There are a number of
these things to say here—without wishing
overly to emulate the Puritans, there are
nine things here—so I confine myself to
brevity for the sake of everyone here this
afternoon.
You notice, first of all, in Psalm 29.3, ‘The
voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the
God of glory thundereth: the LORD is
upon many waters’. The word ‘thundereth’
catches the attention: the volume, the
thunder that sounds above all other
sounds. It is a sound you cannot miss: all
other sounds, all other noises, are eclipsed
by the noise of the thunder. When God
speaks His voice sounds above all the
noise of this world.
There is much noise around us. Many
people speaking, many attractions that
clamour for our attention. They say ‘come
here’, ‘do this’, ‘listen to me’. There is also
that noise within our own souls: all of the

confusion and the deliberations we enter
into, pulling here and pulling there. But
God speaks above them all and says ‘hear
my voice’ (cf. Matthew 17.5; John 10.16;
Revelation 3.20). God comes through His
Word and says, ‘this is the way, walk ye
in it’ (Isaiah 30.21). The voice of the Lord
thunders; it demands our attention, it
demands a hearing; we feel that we must
hear Him. Oh that God will thunder with
His voice in these days! In the world there
are so many listening to everything and
anything except the Word of the living
God. But when God speaks with His
voice, we cannot but hear Him; everything
else is put to one side.

God’s Powerful Voice
In the beginning of verse 4 of our Psalm, it
says that the voice of the Lord is powerful:
not in terms of volume, but in authority.
It is that commanding power that God
brings to effect His will and His purpose.
This is in contrast to men who make
much noise in their threatening or in their
promises but lack power to actually do
what they say. We have a God whose voice
accomplishes every intent and purpose of
His eternal will and decree. No sooner is it
said than it is done.
Psalm 33.9 reminds us, ‘For he spake,
and it was done; he commanded, and it
stood fast’. From the beginning of creation
you can trace the history of the world to
the present age and then cast your mind
forward to those ages that may remain
before the coming of Christ, and you will
find that the voice of the Lord speaks and
every part of His will is accomplished:
the creation, the flood, the promise of the
Redeemer, His actual coming into the
world. Think of the present: the voice of
the Lord rules over all. God is gathering
His elect people into His Kingdom. Think
of the future: the Saviour will return, the
17
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resurrection of the dead, the new heavens
and the new earth. God’s voice speaks and
it is done. The voice of the Lord brings
into effect His holy will and His divine
decrees.

reigneth’ (Revelation 19.6)! If our God is
the sovereign God, what business have
we hearing and trembling at the faces of
men and their threats? Our God is the
Almighty God; there is none like unto
Him, none that can compare to Him, none
that can compete with Him. If His voice is
sounding from heaven to accomplish His
will we can joyfully and trustingly look to
Him and obey Him, and go forward under
His wonderful care and divine direction.
The voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

God’s Majestic Voice
Again in Psalm 29.4 we read that ‘the
voice of the LORD is full of majesty’: that
rigorous, sovereign, awesome authority
of the living God. When He speaks He
commands reverence: He makes us feel
so small and we bow down before Him.
Is that how we feel when we come to
the Scriptures and hear the voice of the
immense, immeasurable, infinite, holy, allrighteous, all-just God? Do we recognise
that we are just small, insignificant people?
Who are we to be before Him? Who are
we that we count anything before Him?
How can we be anything but full of
reverence before the majesty of Almighty
God?

God’s Voice Humbles

This has a great deal to say about the mode
of worship in these days. Majesty: people
sing about it, but what do we know about
it? How does it affect the way we approach
Him, the way we think of Him, the way we
sing to Him, the way we pray to Him?
The majesty of Almighty God! We must
hear Him then as the sovereign Lord of
all, that sits upon His throne (cf. Psalm
47.8), worshipped by angels, worshipped
in heaven by the souls of just men made
perfect (cf. Hebrews 12.23). Here we
gather as the people of God upon earth to
join our worship to those above us.

In verse 5, ‘The voice of the LORD
breaketh the cedars; yea, the LORD
breaketh the cedars of Lebanon’. The
cedars in the Scriptures are tall immense
trees that tower above the rest. But they
are broken by the voice of God. What does
this suggest to us but that the voice of the
Lord humbles the proud, the high and
the haughty, those that are defiant against
Him.

T

here is no better
place to be, no safer
place to be, than upon
our knees, feeling our
smallness, humbled by
the greatness of God.

Human pride is one of the greatest
problems that we have. The Puritan
George Swinnock said that ‘pride is the
shirt of the soul, put on first and put
off last’.1 There is so much pride in the
world today. The pride of the atheist,
the humanist: so many think that they

This invites trust in His sovereign rule and
protection. The voice of the Lord is full
of majesty: God speaks and rules by His
Word. He is the sovereign Lord and He is
bringing about all of His plans, all of His
purposes; no matter what happens God is
in command. ‘The Lord God omnipotent
18
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have this world all sorted out; they know
exactly where it came from and where it
is going; they can control everything that
goes on within it. But when God’s voice
speaks, the proudest, the haughtiest is
humbled to the ground.
It is not only the world that needs
humbling; it is believers too. Pride never
goes away. We can become proud of our
spirituality, of our orthodoxy, even of our
humility. It is God who needs to break
us down and to make us humble before
Himself. There is no better place to be, no
safer place to be, than upon our knees,
feeling our smallness, humbled by the
greatness of God. There is no place that
more honours the Lord than when His
people are so broken in terms of their
pride and their self reliance in the presence
of Almighty God.
The cedars in the Scriptures were prized
for the longevity of their timber; and we
see in the world people with their systems
and their world orders thinking they are
indestructible and permanent. They say,
‘Nothing can ever alter what we have
introduced into the world; we are here
to stay’. That is the voice and attitude of
the world today, but the kingdoms of this
world are brought down by the Lord. That
which is thought to be indestructible and
permanent is brought to an end by the
voice of God. Even Satan’s tyranny, in the
end, will be brought down, and we will be
freed and delivered from it all. ‘The voice
of the LORD breaketh the cedars.’

God’s Voice Changes
Lives
The Psalm goes on to say in verse 6,
‘He maketh them also to skip like a
calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a young
unicorn’. He says that a tree does things
that only an animal can. What the Lord

does with a human soul is the same. Here
we are with human life, and yet when
God’s voice speaks there is born into
that same individual spiritual life that
was never there before. This is the most
wonderful evidence of the mighty power
and the wonderful grace of God, that
into your soul and into mine—obsessed,
taken up with the world, interested in
what we are and what we can do in
terms of this present life—God’s voice
speaks and something changes. We are
made different: alive to God, hearing
God in a new way, wanting the glory of
God, conscious of our sins, conscious
wonderfully of the grace of God through
the Lord Jesus Christ.
The trees begin to skip. Does your soul
ever begin to skip? Think of Peter and
John and the miracle performed at the
gate Beautiful in Acts 3: that man went
leaping into the temple. Don’t you find
that you want to leap, with reverence and
joy, into the presence of God? Here is the
great God of heaven: it makes my soul leap
because I love Him, I know Him. I see His
grace and His most marvellous goodness
toward me, and how can I not come
rushing into His presence with reverence,
with eagerness, with joy?
This surely is suggested by this last phrase
in the verse, ‘Lebanon and Sirion like
a young unicorn’. It speaks about the
enthusiasm and the vigour of youth. That’s
how we ought to be as the Lord’s people:
not dull and weary and worn out by the
pressures of life and the demands that are
upon us, and certainly not weary of the
things of God, of the Scriptures, of the
worship of the Lord. But sadly we have to
confess that often we are like that. And yet
when the Lord’s voice speaks again, He
enlivens us and we recover that youthful
enthusiasm and vigour, and the interest for
the things of God.
19
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How is it with your souls? You come here
this afternoon; you have perhaps travelled
a long way. Surely you have enthusiasm
for the things of God, but does that
enthusiasm match the greatness of our
God? Is it fitting for the great goodness
of the Lord? O that God will speak to our
souls and make them skip like a calf, skip
like a young unicorn.

been given over to our own devices, to our
own wishes. And because of that, things
are going from bad to worse. We already
feel that we are under divine judgement.
If we think that now, what will it be when
that judgement—that dividing of the
flames of fire, that final judgement upon
this world—shall come at the end? What
a day that will be! How infrequently do
we think of such a thing. If we thought
more of it, it would make our prayers
more fervent, our outreach more zealous.
It would make our concern for our
families, our friends and our neighbours,
heightened if we thought of this God who
speaks, whose voice will bring judgement
upon this world.

God’s Voice Divides
In verse 7, we read, ‘The voice of the
LORD divideth the flames of fire’. Some
commentators think of that in terms of
allusion to the day of Pentecost, others to
the notion of divine judgement. I would
tend to settle on the idea of judgement
because certainly the Word of God
pronounces judgement upon this world.
The world has tried to judge the Word
of God, but in their judging of the Word
of God they judge themselves when the
Word of God judges them. The Word
pronounces God’s verdict upon them: that
they are unbelieving and rebellious and
guilty of everything that is denounced in
the Word of God against a sinful world.
The conduct of the world, the rewriting
of the moral law: against all of those
things there is God’s Word. It was true
in the beginning; it is true now as it was
then. To every soul that ever was born
into the world, the Word of God stands
in judgement, both upon that world and
upon that soul.

W

hen His people
are in the
spiritual wilderness,
the voice of God can
come and shake that
wilderness and change
everything.
God’s Voice Shakes the
Wilderness

But not only does the voice of the Lord
divide the flames of fire in pronouncing its
verdict, there is a sense of the execution of
the judgement of God upon this world. In
our poor benighted land we have evidence
of it almost every day. God has left us to
our own devices. To a people that have
said, ‘We will not have you to be our God’,
God replies, ‘Let us see what you make of
it; let us see what becomes of it’. We have

In verse 8, ‘The voice of the LORD shaketh
the wilderness; the LORD shaketh the
wilderness of Kadesh’. God’s voice makes
itself heard in the wilderness: in the
remotest of places, in those places that
are most distant, even from Christian
influence. Wherever there is a place in
this world, even as far as the most remote
wilderness, God is there ruling and
20
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accomplishing His will, bringing down
His enemies, gathering His people.
When His people are in the spiritual
wilderness, the voice of God can
come and shake that wilderness and
change everything. The wilderness
of discouragement, the wilderness of
sadness, of mourning, the wilderness
when we feel that we are on our own, that
no one knows or understands or cares, is a
lonely place and can be a dangerous place.
And yet there is God. How often has a
believer heard the voice of the Lord in the
wilderness and suddenly found that the
wilderness is now a garden. Because God
is present and grants those measures of
assurance and blessing. Perhaps you come
here this afternoon and you feel as though
you are in a wilderness of some sort; be
assured that God knows where you are,
God knows what is happening in your
soul and around you in your life, and God
will have His way. He will send His Word,
and you will hear His voice through His
Word speaking to your soul and changing
everything that has to do with you.

God’s Voice Relieves from
Labour
Verse 9 tells us that, ‘The voice of the
LORD maketh the hinds to calve’. What
a suggestive phrase that is: relieving the
hinds from labour by bringing forth the
fruit of their wombs. Those of us involved
in Gospel work would love to be relieved
of our labours: not that we might be taken
away from having to labour, but that we
might see the fruit of it, that we might
see the birth of great Gospel blessing in
our time as the work of the Society here
labours day after day, and week after week,
month after month, and year after year.
When a translation is finished and the
people in some remote part of the world
receive that blessing of a translation of

God’s Word, faithfully made into their
own language: that is the hinds being
relieved of their labours. And as we go into
the streets, as we teach in church schools,
and so forth, as we labour away—and
often it is a hard work, and sometimes
unrewarding work—then God’s voice
speaks and birth is brought, and God’s
marvellous purposes are fulfilled; and we
rejoice, as a mother does in the birth of a
newborn baby.

God’s Voice Discovers
In verse 9, ‘the voice of the LORD…
discovereth the forests.’ There are two
ways of thinking of that. First of all, God’s
Word reveals those who try to conceal
themselves beneath the canopy of the trees
in the forest. The world is full of people
like that, hiding from God: thinking,
pretending to themselves that they can’t be
seen, clinging to their sins, hiding behind
the mask of self-righteousness. But there
is God, who sees through it all. He often
looks to such people with purposes of
grace: He discovers the forest and brings
those people out into the open. He sees
them there, He speaks to them there, He
converts them and brings them to Himself.
The other way of thinking of this is that
often we feel ourselves living in a forest;
we cannot see above it and feel distant
from God. The heavens seem as brass; our
prayers seem to rise no higher than the
ceiling. Then suddenly the Lord discovers
the forest and there He is; the sunshine
comes, the warmth of His presence is
felt, and God is there in all His glory and
beauty and love and grace. How often do
we, for one reason or another, lose sight of
the Lord, and find ourselves in troubles or
in times of backsliding. Then God appears
and speaks through His Word and draws
us back to Himself.
So, the voice of the Lord is heard in these
21
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things, and no doubt in many other ways.
We must be so thankful to God that we
have a God who speaks in such a personal
and mighty and gracious way through His
Word, and that we can know it is His voice.

the Gospel our hearts are moved, our
souls are stirred, our emotions almost
run away with us because of the voice of
our Beloved; He is the mighty God; He is
the one who reigns above; He is the one
who is transcendent, above and beyond
all things. But to us who are the people of
God He speaks with a voice as one who is
our Beloved. Do you love Him? If you love
Him, you will love His voice. Whatever He
says to you—even if He rebukes you—you
will love Him. You will love Him when He
encourages you, because it will draw you
on. You will love Him when He makes
His promises to you, because they are
real and precious, and you know they will
culminate in that final stage when we shall
be in heaven before His face for ever, lost
in wonder and love and praise. Then we
shall hear His voice more clearly than ever
we did on earth! The voice of my Beloved.

God’s Voice Awakens
Finally, the voice of the Lord awakens the
voice of His people. At the end of verse 9
we read, ‘and in his temple doth every
one speak of his glory’. A true believer
will recognise the voice of the Lord: ‘My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me’ (John 10.27) said our
Lord Jesus Christ. We know the voice of
our Shepherd; it attracts us, it draws us, we
hear and recognise His voice. But we do
not just recognise it; we love the sound of
His voice.
Remember two verses in the Song of
Solomon. In 2.8 it speaks of ‘The voice of
my beloved! behold, he cometh leaping
upon the mountains, skipping upon
the hills’. It is the image of the church of
Christ that had become, for one reason
or another, distant from the Saviour, and
yet one day she hears the voice; she has
not seen Him yet, but there is the voice
indicating the approach of her Lord.

When we hear the voice of our Beloved we
have what we read at the end of verse 9,
‘and in his temple doth every one speak
of his glory’. He speaks and we speak. We
hear His voice and then He hears ours.
He elicits from us praise and worship and
thanksgiving. We have in the Scriptures
revealed to us a revelation of His greatness
and His mighty power, His wisdom, His
majesty, His goodness, grace and love and
mercy. The more we hear of that, the more
we want to echo our worship and praise
up to heaven for all He has revealed to us.
That is worship.

Then in 5.2 we read ‘I sleep, but my heart
waketh: it is the voice of my beloved that
knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister,
my love, my dove, my undefiled’. O that
most wonderful, beautiful of books that
depicts the love between Christ and His
church! What most wonderful images we
have of the voice of the Saviour speaking
to His beloved! To a Christian there is
no voice like His voice. There is no voice
that we would rather hear than the voice
of Jesus Christ. When Christ comes to
His people, He comes with His grace and
goodness and blessing.

What God reveals to us through His
Word—and particularly of Himself—we
respond to. We embrace, we rejoice, we
glory in everything that God says. His
voice sounds from the heavens, and earth
responds with the voice of praise unto
God. Do we not feel this every time we
come to the Scriptures, every time we
consider the Word with seriousness and
earnestness: the Holy Spirit enabling the
wonderful things that God has spoken to

My friends, when we hear that voice in
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us? Do we not feel that our hearts will be
drawn to heaven itself in the worship of
that great God?
Therefore ‘doth every one speak of his
glory’: it must be personal, one by one;
in a congregation, in a local church let
everyone speak of His glory. Let our
worship be sincere; let it be earnest; let
it be heartfelt; let it be directed to God
Himself, as His voice speaks to us directly,
one by one. Let us be sure that we bring
Him the worship that is due to His name:
individually but also as the united voice of
the people of God in public worship.
The Lord loves public worship: the
gathering of His church that they—in a
kind of foretaste of what is in heaven—
bow together in worship, bringing a
chorus of the voices of His people upon
earth to the great and infinite God. Every
Lord’s day we may attend a church where
the congregation is quite small, but we
encourage ourselves as we join our voices
in the worship of God that we are adding
our small part to that great choir of the
redeemed that are in heaven. Even with
just a few people, Christ is among them,
and as the voice of Christ is heard through
the ministry of His word, that ministry
elicits from those few people the worship
that is due unto God. If you magnify that
across the whole world with all of the
gatherings of God’s people at any one
time, you add that to that great chorus of
praise that is in heaven. There can never
be sufficient, adequate, worthy praise of
God uttered by human tongues; but to
a certain degree and so far as God will
enable us, may our voices be stirred into
action to sing the praises of our great God
who reigns above.

The voice of the Lord
O that the Lord will make His voice to
sound in these days in which we live! Men

talk about the problems that we have and
suggest the answers that they can bring,
and yet the one true answer to this world
is the voice of the Lord: that it will sound
with His power and authority and majesty;
that it will proclaim the glory that belongs
to the great God of heaven, that men
may hear that voice above all of the other
noises of this present world; that they may
be drawn to Him and humbled before
Him, prostrated before His Majesty and
yet giving thanks for that salvation that
God has given through His beloved Son.
O that God will speak in these days to
this world, and that God will speak to His
church. It ought to be our most fervent
prayer, before we ever come to the Lord’s
day to meet with the Lord’s people, that
we may hear the voice of the Lord. We
must listen to the voice of the Lord: that
it will not just be another Lord‘s day,
another mechanical exercise of the order
of the public worship; but that the whole
thing may come alive because God is in
the midst of His people, they sensing His
presence and hearing how sweet His voice
sounds to us all.
Revive Thy work, O Lord,
Thy mighty arm make bare;
Speak with the voice that wakes the
dead,
And make Thy people hear.2
Amen.

Endnotes:
1. George Swinnock quoted in I. D. E.
Thomas, ed., A Puritan Golden Treasury
(Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth,
1977), p. 224.
2. Albert Midlane, ‘Revive Thy work,
O Lord’, in Songs of Grace and Glory
(London, England: James Nisbet & Co.,
1888), no. 840.
23

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record

By C. P. Hallihan

Introduction

media outlets have Swahili programmes.
I was surprised to find that there
are many options to learn Swahili in
connection with university and associated
organisations here in Wales, even by
‘home visits’. There is a fast growing
Swahili literary world of poetry, fiction,
and children’s educational material.

S

wahili is the most widely-spoken
African language south of Sahara,
and the only African language
among the official working languages of
the African Union.1 The form Kiswahili
identifies it as the ‘language’ (ki) of the
Swahili. It is the official language of
Tanzania and national language of Kenya
(where English is the official language).
There are small populations of Swahili
speakers in Somalia, Uganda, Rwanda,
Burundi, Mozambique, Democratic
Republic of Congo, and Zambia, and it is
even understood in the southern Red Sea
ports, along the coasts of southern Arabia
and the Persian Gulf. The language is
taught at major universities around
the world, and leading international

But in the realm of Bible translation and
provision, there is no current Swahili
version translated from the Greek
Received Text on a formal equivalence
basis.

The Language
Swahili is a Bantu language. Some three
thousand years ago the Bantu peoples
swept east and south from the West Africa

Stone Town, Zanzibar
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regions of the Niger-Congo basin—
modern Cameroon and Nigeria—across
to the Indian Ocean shores, and on south.
Technically ‘Bantu’ means ‘human beings’
or simply ‘people’. The word had been
used by the German philologist Wilhelm
Heinrich Immanuel Bleek (1827–1875)
in his endeavours to demonstrate all
African languages, north to south, to be
substantially one. This was never achieved
but his work, along with that of his English
wife, Jemima (Lloyd), laid down lasting
Central African
Republic

South
Sudan

Later, from AD 700, it was Arab trading
settlements that began to appear; from
the eleventh to fifteenth centuries over
thirty such Arab marketplaces were
formed. Because of the predictable
monsoon weather there was trade from
India and China as well as Arabia and the
Middle East, with the Swahili Bantu
gladly acting as middlemen with
the interior,
particularly
for human
traffic—
slaves—as
Ethiopia
early as the
ninth century.

Uganda

Somalia

The fifteenthcentury Portuguese
D.R. off Rwanda
navigators overcame
Congo
the
sailing
difficulties
Burundi
of the west coast of Africa
Tanzania
which no one else had yet been
Zanzibar
able to do. Their navigational
skills gave them confidence
to circumvent dangerous
Angola
Malawi
headlands, tidal tows or bays
Zambia
which became traps, by sailing
Mozambique out of sight of land for days at
a time. This opened the way
Zimbabwe
for the rounding of the Cape
and the Vasco da Gama journey
Swahili spoken officially
of 1497. Five years later they began a
or in part
relentless campaign to subjugate local
rulers and take control of the trade in
gold, textiles, spices and ivory. Zanzibar
foundations and classifications.
was the first place to be attacked, by the
In the second-century Greek document
Portuguese, in 1503. The trade of the east
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea is a
coast, including the exportation of slaves
reference to merchants trading on the east for Brazil, was now open to them. With
the local wealth generated by this trade,
Africa coast and interacting with the local
several ‘city-states’ were established at
population in an indigenous language,
the coastal fringe and islands. All were
mingling and intermarrying there. The
usually Muslim as to religion, with an
language is long rooted then. The Periplus
ethnic melange of Arab/Bantu, but all
also declares that ‘men of greatest stature,
Swahili speaking.
who are pirates, inhabit the whole coast
2
The language reflects this busy mixing.
and at each place have set up chiefs’.

Kenya
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Th
The Swahili words chai (tea), achari
settlers in the Kenya/Uganda Highlands
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publication, in the 1930s
with Swahili in Arabic script.
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may even have found
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King films—distressingly appealing to
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The legacy of Swahili, however, is
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of great potential to Bible work
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particularly and Christian publishing
ggenerally. It is not identified with a
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particular nation or people who might
b
be suspected of seeking power and
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influence through their own language
aand literature. Nor does it have the
sstill elitist impact of English in postccolonial Africa, in which context you
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‘s
‘settler language’: the Swahili patois of
tthe European, predominantly British,
An ornate carved wooden door typical of
old Zanzibar with Swahili Arabic script.
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Xhosa—a Bantu ‘click’ language—was on
a par with Swahili: the work of Scottish
missionaries at Lovedale, Eastern Cape,
who established a press for English and
Xhosa printing. Since then Swahili has
been prominent in print, and one day,
should it prove possible, we would like to
have a Swahili Golden Thoughts Calendar
alongside our existing Xhosa edition, and
in due course a complete Swahili Bible to
add to our range of formal equivalence
Bibles based upon the Masoretic and
Received Texts.4
First written in Arabic script, Swahili
orthography is now based on the Latin
alphabet as introduced by missionaries
and colonial administrators. In the African
Union there is growing pressure for the
overall use of Swahili as the unifying
language of Africa south of the Sahara.
What a need, then, for a sound Bible
version in this language!

The Missions
Magnet
This is a ‘U’ shaped magnet, the two poles
being a place and a language—Zanzibar
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and
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in Tanganyika. Central to this stretch
of busy international coastal trading is
the island of Zanzibar off the coast of
Tanganyika. Vasco de Gama had sailed
this coast in the 1490s, resorting to piracy
for supplies, meeting a hostile reception att
Mombasa, but faring better further north
at Mogadishu, Somalia.
When later Europeans arrived on this
scene the earlier trade-centre island
of Kilwa was in decline and Zanzibar
growing. The grapevine soon carried
the information to traders, settlers and
missionaries that here was a place where
the ruler was sometimes peaceable and
friendly, where communications were
relatively good, and where the local
language was in cross-cultural use, not
only on the coast but inland too.
Wilhelm and Jemima Bleek’s concept
of a north-south unity of language in
the entire African continent was not
proven, but Ludwig Krapf (1810–1877),
a Lutheran serving the Anglican Church
Missionary Society (CMS), had a
different vision. He saw the potential in
the Swahili language of establishing an
east-to-west mission chain, coast-tocoast across Africa. (Peter Cameron Scott
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Krapf tells of his unexpected exposure
to the Swahili languages. While working
in Ethiopia he had heard of the Galla
or Oromo people in equatorial Kenya.
Desiring to become involved with such a
seemingly isolated and ‘primitive’ people,
he sailed down the coast to search for
them, having no thoughts of the Bantu or
Swahili. He was obliged to pay respects
to the Sultan of Zanzibar and arrived
there with his wife about New Year’s
day 1844, seeking permission to settle at
Mombasa. ‘His Highness at once gave me
full permission…and furnished me with
a letter, addressed to all his Governors of
the coast, charging them “to be kind to Dr.
Krapf, who wishes to convert the world to
God”’.6

for there is a growing Protestant work
there. (‘Whoso is wise, and will observe
these things, even they shall understand
the lovingkindness of the LORD’, Psalm
107.43.)
Other individuals and societies—English,
German, Scandinavian and American,
plus Portuguese and Spanish Romanists—
were drawn by the magnet. Difficulties
of cooperation arose, sometimes sharply.
The Universities Mission to Central
Africa (UMCA), firmly in the AngloCatholic tradition and differing from the
Church Missionary Society, was formed
in response to Livingstone’s 1857 appeal
for missionaries.7 By 1860 the first Bishop
of Central Africa was on his way there.
In 1874 the third Bishop, Edward Steere,
was busy inland, and working in Swahili
preparing dictionaries and grammars. He
was courteous but less than warm about
Krapf’s linguistic labours. Bishop Steere
died in 1882, and on his table the final
corrected proofs of Isaiah were found. His
Old Testament translation was completed
by Archdeacon Hodgson from 1882 to
1889 and published in Zanzibar.

In May they sailed for Mombasa and
there encountered ‘Kisuahili’ (Swahili),
and Krapf was captivated. By 1845 he had
written out an extensive vocabulary and
grammar, together with translations of the
Gospels according to Luke and John. The
grammar part of this labour was published
in 1850 at Tübingen as An Outline of the
Elements of the Kisuahili Language. It
might have been very different if Krapf
had known that there were actually more
Oromo in Ethiopia than anywhere else!
They are today the largest ethnic group in
Ethiopia, and not forgotten of our God,

In the matter of the language itself the
precise forms of Swahili differed, and
the orthography to be used caused
much discussion. Dr. Krapf at one time
considered use of the Amharic (Ethiopia)

The Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania
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alphabet as much better suited to
representing the needed sounds, and not
so alien as the impositions of Europeans.
It would, of course, have been very
alien to European mission workers, and
potentially a hindrance.

The Scriptures in
Swahili
Mission and Bible provision by translation
are inseparable (or should be), and so
it was with all the labourers where the
Swahili language was encountered.
All translations have to establish and
agree standards for the presentation of
the Divine Names, and in Swahili this
problem even prompted the involvement
of the then Archbishop of Canterbury. At
a 1909 conference Archbishop Temple
preferred Iesu Kristo to Iesu Masihi for
Jesus Christ in the New Testament.
There are many widely used regional
variations of the Swahili language, but
two came to be used in Bible work.
Kimvita was the Swahili dialect of the
Mombasa area, Kiunguja the Zanzibar
form. Single Gospels and other portions
were published, and as early as 1846 a
New Testament in Kimvita was completed
but never published. Not until 1909 was a

complete Kimvita Swahili New Testament
printed and published, followed by the
whole Bible in 1914.
The beginning of the Great War in
the autumn of 1914 brought tension
and confusion to much of the Swahili
language area. Britain and Germany stood
opposed in their East African outposts.
(Tanganyika was German East Africa,
Kenya was British East Africa, Uganda
a British Protectorate; then there was
the Belgian interest in the Congo, Italian
Somaliland, and Portuguese East Africa
or Mozambique.) What a pity they did
not know the Swahili saying Wapiganapo
tembo wawili ziumiazo nyasi: When two
elephants fight it’s the grass that gets hurt.
Mercifully, casualties during the First
World War in these African lands were
far, far less than in the main battle zones of
Europe.
From the 1920s Kiunguja Swahili became
more commonly used in Bible translation,
though it had been so used since 1868.
The whole New Testament was produced
in 1879, the Old Testament in 1895.
These Scriptures accounted for the bulk
of Swahili printed material for some time.
Kiunguja or Zanzibar translations were
also produced by the Roman Catholics:
the four Gospels in 1929 and a complete
New Testament in 1937. According to

29
29

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record
Bethel Mission. Although this was for
use in Tanganyika, Roehl used the coastal
form of Swahili, Kiunguja. However
he filtered out much Zanzibar-Arabic
vocabulary and form, preferring what he
believed to be the more acceptable inland
Bantu forms of Tanganyika, erstwhile
German East Africa. Roehl’s concerns
were not ill-founded; he saw the dangers
of confusion of Swahili vocabulary with
Islamic teaching. His New Testament
appeared in 1937.

the American Bible Society’s Book of a
Thousand Tongues (my copy dated 1938,
where the text facing the title page is
Jeremiah 22.29, ‘O earth, earth, earth, hear
the word of the LORD’) there was also a
form of Kiunguja, known as Kingwanya,
used in the Belgian Congo.
Readers familiar with the Society’s
views on textual matters may already
be wondering at the post 1881–1885
period (the dates of the publication of the
English Revised Version) of some of the
work here. Suffice it to record that Bishop
Steere’s last revision of his New Testament,
published in 1883 after his death, had
been changed in light of the 1881 Revised
Version New Testament and its Westcott/
Hort Greek text.

In many mission fields Bible translation
began with small bands of labourers,
and where there were several groups
separated by distance, topography, and
poor communications, cooperation could
be difficult. Think of the opinions and
expectations of the sending societies,
and the pressure of the traditions of each
sending nationality. Krapf, remember,
was a German Lutheran serving the
CMS, an Evangelical Anglican society,
mostly in coastal Kenya and Zanzibar,
whilst English Bishop Steere in the inland
region, much nearer the influence of
German East Africa, was serving UMCA,
an Anglo-Catholic society. Both were
working in Swahili. German authorities
were very suspicious of possible British
imperial subversion by control of the
language in the difficulties over Kimvita
and Kiunguja.8 Cooperation was indeed
difficult, and perhaps not always sought
except as face-saving politeness.

Within the missionary and Bible
translating community there was quite
some difference of opinion as to the
‘purity’ of Swahili. Some wished to
remove as much of the Arabic influence
as possible, while others insisted that this
was akin to removing the Latin influence
from English, and argued that Arabic was
an essential part of the Swahili language
as it grew. Inevitably the language in use
nearer the coast showed more Arabic
influence than that used further inland,
where Martin Klamroth had completed
a New Testament in 1914. Because of the
War this was not published, but was taken
up later by Dr Karl Roehl, of the Lutheran

Lake Victoria, Uganda
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As these relationships changed, there
came a time for a ‘Union Version’ of
the Swahili Bible, with a great deal of
cooperation. For Swahili this began with
the aim of bringing together the Kimvita
and Kiunguja versions. A complete Bible
was published in 1937, drawing heavily on
Roehl’s work, but leading to a break with
Roehl over the Arabic-Bantu vocabulary
differences. A Swahili Union Version, in
which the Kiunguja/Zanzibar tradition
largely prevailed, was published: the New
Testament in 1950, the whole Bible in
1952. This has dominated the field as the
leading Swahili Bible, though there are
now more versions in use. However, in
the overall history of Bible translation a
‘union version’ often serves as a tidemark,
indicating a retreat from the use of the
Received Text, as in this instance.
The Habari Njema (Good News) New
Testament appeared in 1977, the whole
Bible by 1996. This title has an inescapable
resonance with every day Swahili; the
greeting Habari is something like ‘What’s
the news’, expecting a response such as
Habari nzuri: ‘The news is good’. For us it
is not so good, as the version is unreliable
in textual basis and translation principles,
just as its English language prototype.
Inevitably, the Biblica Kiswahili Bible
(NIV) appeared in 2006, again following
the English language prototype in a critical
text basis and dynamic equivalence. In
the article on Kenya (Quarterly Record
no. 599, April to June 2012, p. 19) I had
urged regarding Swahili, ‘how great is
the need for a sound Bible version in this
widely used language! We have no such
project in hand; please include this in your
TBS prayer list’.
With great thankfulness we can now
report that in 2012 we completed our
analysis of the 1952 Swahili Union Version
Bible, concluding that it is a formal

equivalent translation, but also based on
the Greek Critical Text and deficient in
the translation of several theologically
important terms. The Union Version doess
mean that there is a basis from which to
work, but also that a revision would be
challenging. Thus, we continue to pray
that the work of revision would soon
begin, asking the Lord of the harvest
to send out faithful labourers into this
particular field.

Endnotes:
1. Established in July 2002, a successor
to the Organisation of African Unity: thee
African Union Commission is based in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
2. Periplus of the Erythraean Sea AD 100
quoted on BBC: The Story of Africa, ‘The
Swahili’ www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/
africa/features/storyofafrica/index_
section5.shtml, accessed 14 November
2014.
3. See our article on Zimbabwe in Quarterly Record no. 591, April to June 2010,
p. 12.
4. The problems of copyright of the best
existing edition of the Swahili Bible and
the lack of qualified revisers has thus far
stopped the production of any Scripturess
by the Society in Swahili—a definite
matter for continuing prayer.
5. Krapf, A Dictionary of the Suahili
Language (London, England: Trübner
and Co., 1882), p. vii.
6. Ibid.
7. Henry Stanley’s later passionate appeall
was published in the Daily Telegraph,
prompting mission in Uganda.
8. To round out this picture, German
East Africa soon was Tanganyika and in
1964 an independent Tanganyika merged
d
with independent Zanzibar to become
Tanzania.
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Lognes Exhibition
a report on the Christian exhibition in France

John and Hazel Cook with Timothy Ross at the TBS stand

I

n November 2014 the Trinitarian Bible
Society was represented for the twelfth
time at an annual Christian exhibition
held in France. This event, considered to be
the most important gathering of French
‘Evangelical’ Christians, is held in Lognes,
a town on the east side of Paris and only
about 15 miles (24 Km) from central Paris.
Once again, the Society’s stand was ably
managed by John and Hazel Cook, and
on this occasion they were joined for the
ﬁrst time by Timothy Ross, the head of our
French Bible Revision project.

as with the organisers and other exhibitors,
laying a good foundation for the Society’s
regular presence at this exhibition. Sadly,
the three-day exhibition commences on the
Lord’s Day, but the Society’s stand is only
open on the Monday and Tuesday. Monday,
as usual, was the busier of the two days, with
many attending and showing interest in our
work. It was helpful this year that our stand
was right at the entrance to the exhibition
hall, making it readily noticeable.
Although we don’t have French Scriptures
available at the moment, we had good
quantities of our French Golden Thoughts
Calendar, which went quickly. We also had

Over the years, John and Hazel have built up
a good rapport with many attendees, as well
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The TBS stand

Bibles, New Testaments, Gospels, calendars
and other Scripture items in a whole variety
of other languages, including Arabic,
Catalan, Romanian, Spanish and Turkish.
John Cook reported that,
We have had the visit of a pastor
from Eastern Europe unfailingly year
after year and he usually orders large
quantities. For last year and this year
he has visited on both the Monday
and the Tuesday. Often he will ask
what quantity we have of certain
items, and will take the lot. We had
only seven Ukrainian Bibles and
twenty Polish New Testaments this
year and he took them all.
John also added in his email about the
exhibition:
Some people bought the booklet La
Parole que donna le Seigneur, which
is the translation of The Lord gave
the Word into French. Some people
did buy the booklet, and others who
showed interest were given copies
free.

This important article, written by our
Chairman, Malcolm Watts, supports our
work on revising the French Genevan
Bible, and provides French speakers
with background knowledge that would
otherwise be overlooked.
Timothy Ross was pleased to attend
the exhibition and was able to speak to
interested persons on the work of the French
revision project. Being ﬂuent in French, he
was able to communicate the principles of
the Society’s work to French visitors from all
over the Francophone world. God willing, he
hopes to be back at next year’s exhibition,
and we hope that by then we will have
the French Gospel according to Matthew
available in print and on display!
We would encourage your prayers for the
Society’s work in France and in the French
language. The number of French-speaking
people who support our stance on the
Received Text and agree with our translation
methodology is very small, and such events
are important in making known our work,
and our textual and translational position.
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The Word of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing
that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance of His
Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.

Europe
E
FFrom National Rail Stations
iin
n England
One of the Society’s ministries is the
O
production of posters for use in rail stations
throughout the UK. Various supporters
have sent us pictures of some of these
posters.

From Devon, England
I wanted to praise you for your ministry
and share a testimony and a few words of
Twyford Rail Station
Crewe Rail Station

encouragement. This message may be a
little long (apologies) but I really want you
to hear what I have to say.
Just a few years ago the Lord brought me
to repentance of my sin, upon which I
turned to Jesus Christ for salvation. I was
born again, and I committed my life to
serving Him. He has given me the most
wonderful calling and work to do for Him,
you wouldn’t believe it, it is astonishing.
But a large part of what I am doing for our
34
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Lord requires me to have a thorough grasp
of Scripture. My work also involves some
translation of the Scriptures, so I have a
vast responsibility to make sure I receive
accurate Scriptures and translate them
faithfully. As such, the ﬁrst thing I did was
set about studying the Bible, its history,
the diﬀerent translations, the canon,
the manuscripts, and so on—as well as
studying biblical Hebrew and Greek. This is
an ongoing study for me. Now I had heard
of those who advocate only the Textus
Receptus/AV, but initially I was rather
critical of such a position. Having read so
much material casting a disparaging light
on such texts (including modern Bible
translations themselves), I believed it was
too closed-minded for anyone to claim the
Textus Receptus was the only valid text.
But then one day last year the Lord
wonderfully brought me into the truth.
One Sunday morning, a young American
man visited our church. This was a little
unusual because unknown visitors are rare
in our church, certainly young, international
visitors. After the service, I got speaking to
this man and, because of his accent, the
conversation turned to language. I shared
with him the fact that I was originally from
Yorkshire, where my family still use ‘thee’
and ‘thou’ in regular speech. He was very
impressed, not realising there are places
where people still speak that way. Perhaps
inevitably, the conversation turned to the
Authorised Version. It transpired that this
young man was an advocate of the AV and
took a dim view of the NIVs in our pews.
Well, I had a little friendly debate with him,
believing him to be absolutely wrong. I
certainly agreed with him about divine
providence, that the Lord has been actively
overseeing and reﬁning the production and
distribution of His Word over the last 2,000
years. But I just could not agree that ‘one
medieval text’ had any claim to supremacy.
However, just before he left, he handed me

four of your booklets (‘The Divine Original’,
‘Textual Key to the New Testament’, ‘Which
Bible Version’ and ‘NKJV: A Critique’). I was
sincerely grateful because, while I didn’t
agree with his position, I was seeking as
much information as I could receive on
these matters. We parted and I never saw
him again.
Well, I went home, sat down, and read your
leaﬂets, armed with my notepad, ready
to deconstruct and refute the arguments
contained within. However, as I read
through your material prayerfully, I found
myself completely swayed in the opposite
direction! All my notes on page 1 of my
notepad were cynical. But by page 2, I
found my notes were in strong agreement.
And after serious consideration and prayer,
I was convinced that the Received Text was
indeed ordained by God. Soon after, the
Lord conﬁrmed this to me personally and I
know it to be true.
I still have a lot of studying ahead of me,
and there is still so much I do not know,
however, I now look to the AV with total
respect, turning to it and acknowledging
it as the best English Bible translation. So
really I am writing this to thank you and
encourage you, because your booklets
most certainly have made a profound
diﬀerence to me, and it is clear that the
Lord Himself orchestrated my meeting with
that young man.

From a supporter in England
Thank you for printing the Words of Life
calendar, and particularly that they have
larger print. I really appreciate it.

FFrom Lithuania
We have a musical during the
W
ho
holidays—this
time a concert after
which the singer’s CDs were available and
we gave out Words of Life Calendars.
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They are very happy to receive the Bibles
and are using them in the classroom. We
have arranged lectures from India to teach
the original languages of the Bible in the
mother tongue of the students. After
studying for two full weeks some of them
are able to read a few words from the New
Testament. Thank you very much for your
generous support.

From Kerala, India

Words of Life at concert in Lithuania

Every day we are praying for TBS
and workers. We are thankful to God
and you. We appreciate you. Calendars,
New Testaments, Holy Bibles, Scripture
wall posts are very useful to many people
and our church and ministries. Please send
more. May God bless you.

From India

A
Asia

I have subscribed to your website because
of one reason—I found the translation of
the Bible in Nepali very very good and it
has been helpful in my devotional studies.
Thank you for your solid good work. Amen

From Sri Lanka
Greetings in the name of the Lord.
The Bibles have been distributed to the
students of the college who are studying
the original languages of the Scriptures.

Bible distribution in Kerala
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A
Africa
From Kabwe, Zambia
Greetings in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. I hope the Lord is blessing

Bibles for Zambia

you. However, I would like to thank you
for the parcels I just received a month ago.
The Scriptures have been very helpful
to the pastors, church leadership and
the members. I have three churches and
ﬁve pastors who are working with me.
The pastors, church leaders and church
members have all beneﬁted from the
Bibles. I ﬁrst distribute the Bibles to the
pastors and church leaders and then to
the church members who had no Bibles
and the remainder I gave to sick people in
the hospital and to the youths. May God
richly bless you for the great work you are
doing. You have made the work of God
to be easier in our churches. We use the
Scriptures in our Bible studies, discipleship
classes and in evangelism.

From Nigeria
Greetings to you in the name of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
With much thanks, I received the copies
of the Bible you shipped to me in good
condition and I enclose herewith a photo
showing how some of the Bibles were
freely distributed. Here
several Bibles were
given to policemen
through their oﬃcer—
he became a Christian
when we preached the
gospel to them. In our
country, police workers
are regarded as some
of the most corrupted
people, but Jesus can
change a sinner to a
saint just as He did in
the lives of Matthew,
Zacheus, etc.
Another recipient
was a computer
science polytechnic
student who
testiﬁed, ‘Although I go to church every
Sunday Satan got me into his networks of
immorality, alcohol and drugs. I came in
contact with this church who preached to
me, prayed for me and gave me a copy of
this portable Bible and asked me to read it
daily. As I read portions of the Bible such as
John 8.32-36, the Word of God started to
erase the sins out of my life. Give my thanks
to the providers of the portable Bibles and
please let all of you continue to pray for me’.
In our schools, colleges and universities
we have moral decadency. I went to
one college during one of their moral
instruction periods. The principal allowed
me to preach to the students—as you may
be aware many of our school principals do
not allow gospel preachers in their schools.
But God gave me favour in the sight of this
principal. After preaching to more than a
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blessing and strengthening
the Society as we hope to
receive more materials in the
future, especially Bibles as
God provides.

From NunguaAccra, Ghana
I greet to you and
the entire management and
staﬀ of TBS in the name of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. By the grace of God
I was able to give out some
of the Bibles and Golden
Thoughts Calendars to a
pastor in Ahafo Region to be distributed
to his church. Then I continued my journey
to the north for the conference. About
two thousand people had registered for
the conference. The Bibles and Golden
Thoughts Calendars were distributed on
the conference ground. I cannot express
the joy of the people who received these
free Bibles and Golden Thoughts Calendars.
The only thing I tell them to do is that they
should read their Bibles and pray for TBS
to get more funds to print the Bibles and
Golden Thoughts Calendars to send to us.
The demand for Bibles is very high among

Bibles for Nigerian police

thousand students, several responded. As
of now I have about twenty-two believers
on my lists who are asking for free complete
Bibles and cannot aﬀord to buy a copy.
Please I need Bibles for free distribution.

From Nigeria
Peace and blessings be multiplied to you in
Jesus’s name. I wish to express my gratitude
to you for the Golden Thoughts Calendars
sent to me. The 2014 version has helped in
instilling the habit of daily Bible meditation
in members of our church that received
them. There have
been tremendous
blessings in our lives
and we hope that
God will continue
to bless us with
thoughts from these
calendars. Though
we did not get the
numbers that we
requested, we know
that God will do
exactly what He
wills through the
ones we received.
God keep on

Bible distribution in Ghana
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the youth. I would be very grateful if you
can send me some more Bibles to distribute
to the growing Christian youth population
in Ghana.

From Accra, Ghana

From a British mission to
Africa
Any visit to the Democratic
Republic of Congo is daunting, especially
remembering the diﬃculties faced during
my last visit to Eastern Congo in 2012.
Nevertheless, the Lord’s calling was for me
to pass this way, where many were eagerly
awaiting my return visit in which we were
to distribute Bibles and books, and to visit
the new orphanage at Fizi.

By the grace of God, in the year 2014 free
Bibles and Christian literature distribution
was very successful with much prayer
support. I was so happy to have received
my consignment early
enough to enable me to
take some to the North. The
regional believers’ conference
could not come on this year
due to some unforeseen
circumstances. However, the
churches and fellowships
in the district decided to
take advantage to organize
their own ﬁrst ever held
conference. The conference
was well attended with about
four hundred excluding
the children. The free
distribution of Bibles and
Golden Thoughts Calendars
Calendars for Ghanaian believers
was done, and I gave some
quantity of each to pastors to distribute to
The opening of the orphanage had to be
their churches.
conducted by the Chief of Social Aﬀairs
from the provincial government in Bukavu,
There was another opportunity for
with whom the orphanage is registered
distribution in Accra. This is a one day
annual program, with a family retreat. Every and where the children’s details are lodged.
It is the ﬁrst orphanage to be registered in
year I make sure I reserve some Bibles and
Fizi Territory. There was a large gathering
Golden Thoughts Calendars to distribute
for the opening including the local Chiefs,
there.
representatives of the Territory government
I want to say that the people of Ghana.
based in Fizi, local ministers, senior police
Burkina Faso and Togo are all with one voice
and army representatives. The orphanage
saying thank you for making it possible for
supervisor is the local minister and the
them to have the Word of God in their own
staﬀ are members of the church. Their
hands. You can see their joy expressed on
prayerful desire is not just to care for the
their faces in the photograph. I am ever
bodily needs of the orphans, but that
grateful for working in partnership with
they should be instructed in the ways of
you in this area of free Bibles and Christian
godliness according to the Bible. On the
literature distribution. Thank you very
day, not everything went according to
much.
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plan—instead of 32 orphans, there were 33
present at the opening ceremony, and they
decided that they must take this extra child.
The standard of living is very low in Congo,
but there was such a great thirst for the
truth and it is a great spiritual joy to be
preaching there. ‘The poor have the Gospel
preached unto them’. The challenge is
that there are many more children nearby
who are in rags and have no education
at all. This presents us with a further
funding challenge, but I was struck by
the awful conditions that the people and
especially the children live in. They erected
a temporary structure for a school. I was
told that they had no school notebooks or
pens, because these were not available at
Fizi. God willing the pastor will buy some
in Bukavu, 10 hours journey away, and
carry them back to Fizi. I was told of other
pressing needs—a dispensary for medicine
(particularly for antimalarial drugs), more
clothes, a hut for a night watchman, and a
fence around the area. However, in these
we can only look up to the Lord for help,
as we have scarcely the funds to feed the
orphans.
Much literature was distributed at the end
of the meeting. Afterwards the pastor said
to me that some of the people present
were Roman Catholics, and one lady said
to him that as a result of what she had
heard of the Word of truth she would be
leaving the Church of Rome and coming
to their church. Others were challenged
to faithfulness in the service of God and
in the exercise of the ministry according
to the Scriptures. In the midst of trials and
poverty, there was a genuine spiritual joy
and attention to the Word.
A week later, in the late afternoon we
visited the military church in Fizi and I
preached to a gathering of oﬀ-duty soldiers
and their families, and then distributed
books. This invitation came about because
last year the Free Grace Evangelistic

Association had funded a distribution of
Bibles to the soldiers at Fizi, as well as police
and other oﬃcials. Their gratitude for this is
very great.
Later I spoke for our Burundian hosts
on the subject of prayer from the Word
of God. I felt myself to be very unequal
to this request, but the Lord gave me
proﬁtable meditation upon the Word
and the help of the Spirit in speaking. In
subsequent conversation with the brethren
in Bujumbura, it was evident that they
had not been aware of the corruption of
the modern versions of the Scriptures.
However, they were very concerned about
these issues, and we were able to leave
some literature in French and English for
them to consider before the Lord. We
are hoping to send some KJV Bibles and
further literature to Bujumbura in the
future, God willing. We were thankful
for the kindness and fellowship with the
brethren in Bujumbura, and it was good to
make contact with them. Our short stay in
Bujumbura was a proﬁtable one.

The Americas
From California, USA
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! I
have been given the mini holy Bible
Authorised King James Version. I love it so
much. All my life I always wanted a small
Old and New Testament Bible in King
James. I didn’t think it existed. The big Bible
is too heavy and I can’t read it for a long
time because I get tired of holding it. Now I
can read the Bible forever because it’s light
and not heavy. Thank you so much.
Correction: In the last edition of the Quarterly
Record Ullapool was erroneously listed as
being in England. Of course it is in Scotland.
Our apologies for the error.
40

Trinitarian Bible Society
International Headquarters

International Branches

Tyndale House
Dorset Road
London
SW19 3NN
England

Australian Branch

Telephone: (020) 8543 7857
Facsimile: (020) 8540 7777

Brazilian Branch

email: contact@tbsbibles.org
website: www.tbsbibles.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/
Trinitarian-Bible-Society/294634290628870
Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm
Registered Charity No.: 233082 (England) SC038379 (Scotland)
V.A.T. Registration No.: GB 215 9219 67

Auditors:
Jacob Cavenagh & Skeet
5 Robin Hood Lane
Sutton
Surrey
SM1 2SW
Solicitors:
Bates, Wells & Braithwaite
2-6 Cannon Street
London
EC4M 6YA
Bankers:
Arbuthnot Latham & Co Ltd
Arbuthnot House
7 Wilson St
London, EC2M 2SN
Account Name: Trinitarian Bible Society
Sterling Account No.: 71529601 Sort Code: 30-13-93
Swift ID Code/BIC: ARBUGB2L
Euro Account No.: 31529601
IBAN for Euro Account: GB19 ARBU 3003 0831 5296 01

National Secretary: Mr. A. Brown, B.E.
Trinitarian Bible Society (Australia)
P.O.Box 1381
GRAFTON NSW 2460, Australia
Tel.: +61 2 6642 8880 Fax: +61 2 6642 8881
email: TBS@trinitarianbiblesociety.org.au

President: The Rev. Dr. T. L. Gilmer
Executive Secretary: Pr. H. R. Gilmer, M.A.
Sociedade Bíblica Trinitariana do Brasil
Rua Julio de Castilhos, 108/120
Belenzinho
03059-000 São Paulo, SP, Brazil
Tel.: (11) 2693-5663 Fax: (11) 2695-3635
email: sbtb@biblias.com.br

Canadian Branch
General Secretary: Mr. A. Stoutjesdyk, B.Ed., M.Ed.
Office Manager: Mr. J. van Huigenbos
Trinitarian Bible Society (Canada)
9136 Young Road
Chilliwack, B.C., V2P 4R4, Canada
Tel.: (604) 793-2232 Fax: (604) 793-2262
Toll free.: 1-855-793-2232
email: office@tbscanada.org

New Zealand Branch
Secretary: Mr. U. Haringa
Trinitarian Bible Society (New Zealand)
17 Heatherlea Street
P.O. Box 740, Gisborne 4010, New Zealand
Tel. & Fax: 06-863-3700
email: sales@tbs.org.nz

USA Branch
General Secretary: Mr. W. Greendyk, B.A.
Trinitarian Bible Society (USA)
927 Alpine Commerce Park
Suite 100, Grand Rapids
Michigan 49544, USA
Tel.: (616) 735-3695 Fax: (616) 785-7237
email: tbsusa@sbcglobal.net

To publish and distribute the Holy
Scriptures throughout the world in many
languages.
To promote Bible translations which are
accurate and trustworthy, conforming to
the Hebrew Masoretic Text of the Old
Testament, and the Greek Textus Receptus
of the New Testament, upon which texts
the English Authorised Version is based.
To be instrumental in bringing light and
life, through the Gospel of Christ, to those
who are lost in sin and in the darkness of
false religion and unbelief.
To uphold the doctrines of reformed
Christianity, bearing witness to the equal
and eternal deity of God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Spirit, One God
in three Persons.
To uphold the Bible as the inspired,
inerrant Word of God.
For the Glory of God and the Increase
of His Kingdom through the circulation
of Protestant or uncorrupted versions
of the Word of God.

For introductory literature and
catalogue please contact the Society.
ISSN

0049-4712

Tyndale House, Dorset Road,
London, SW19 3NN, England
9 770049 471000

email: contact@tbsbibles.org
www.tbsbibles.org

