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The 184th
Annual General
Meeting

GOD WILLING

commences at 11.00 a.m. on

Saturday, 19 September 2015
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London SE1 6SD
The Business Meeting at 11.00 will include an address on William
Tyndale by Dr David Allen, the Society’s senior UK Deputation
Speaker, and an update by Mr Dinu Moga, Head of the Society’s
Romanian Bible revision team.
After the Business Meeting,

at 2.00 p.m.

Pastor Michael Harley
Minister of Friston Baptist Chapel, Suﬀolk, and
member of the General Committee of the Society
is expected to preach
Lunch will be served between the Meetings

All are invited to attend
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From the Desk of the

General Secretary

I

n the following pages will be found
encouraging reports on the progress
of several of the Society’s translation
projects; an overview of our present
ﬁnancial situation together with an update
on the building of the Society’s new
International Headquarters; and a brief
outline of the life of John Wycliﬀe, one of
the most godly and able ﬁgures in British
history. Further, and most importantly, our
attention is drawn to the Word of God by
the Society’s president, the Rev. G. Hamstra.
In his meditation this quarter he points
to the searching, and yet (to the Lord’s
people) comforting though humbling,
words of the Beatitudes.

utmost importance to the Society and are
often much appreciated by those whom
we meet, who often labour alone with little
contact with others who have a high view
of the Holy Scriptures and understand the
need that there is for faithful and reliable
translations. The following paragraphs
relate to the Society’s work on the Thadou
New Testament and the Nepali Bible and
the brief visits recently made to India and
Nepal in connection with these projects

 India and the Thadou New
Testament
During the latter part of November 2014, it
was my privilege to travel to Manipur in the
north-east of India. I had been invited to
speak at the Thanksgiving Service that was
to be held in Taloulong to render thanks to
the Lord for the publication of the second
edition of the Thadou New Testament.
I was joined in the visit by Dale Money,

In this edition of the Desk I wish to draw
attention to two of the many visits
undertaken each year to meet with
translators and other Society personnel in
diﬀerent parts of the world. With the Lord’s
gracious blessing, such meetings are of the
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Director of ﬁrstBible International of
Milford, Ohio in the USA, the organisation
that had most graciously undertaken
(at their own expense) the printing and
binding of these New Testaments.

not able to undertake the large distribution
to the people that we had anticipated,
we were able to show the sample copies
we had available, and pass them to a few
of the elderly who had been so eagerly
looking forward to receiving them.

We had both travelled from our respective
countries via New Delhi, the capital city of
India, and met in the city of Imphal, the
capital of Manipur, where we were to stay
for the duration of our short visit. Whilst
we both arrived safely after our lengthy
journeys, sadly that was not true regarding
the copies of the Thadou New Testament
that we were to distribute. Although
considerable measures had been taken to
ensure that the New Testaments arrived in
India on time for the Thanksgiving Service,
they were most regrettably held up by
the government authorities at the port of
Calcutta; and notwithstanding our best
endeavours they were not released for
delivery until the beginning of January,
seven weeks after our
return from India!
However, in the
Lord’s goodness, we
had a small number
of the Thadou New
Testaments with us
in our baggage, and
so whilst we were

The ﬁrst edition of the Thadou New
Testament had been published by the
Society in the 1970s and had been well
received by the people; but as so many
years had passed since then, in recent
times there had been considerable
demand for a new printing. It was
consequently a time of great joy and
thankfulness that the revision work on
the New Testament (undertaken during
the intervening years) was now complete,
and that a second edition of the New
Testament had been printed and bound,
and was now in India—albeit (apart from
the sample copies with us) still many
hundreds of miles away in Calcutta. But, as
it was expressed by many present at the
meetings, ‘At least, they are almost here’!
In addition to private meetings with the
Rev. Vumthang Sitlhou, the secretary of
the Thadou Christian Literature Society
and coordinator of the revision work, and
other personnel involved in the project,
we were kindly entertained one morning
to breakfast by the widow and family
members of the man who had done so
much in earlier years to initiate and see
through the work on the Society’s New
Testament. Sadly, he passed away before
the completion of the present printing of
the New Testament. We were then given
an interesting tour of a Christian school,
and later asked to address an assembly
of ministers and teachers, all of whom had
a keen interest in the work of the Society
and who valued the testimony to truth
maintained by the Society and ﬁrstBible
International.

One of the ﬁrst recipients of our
Thadou New Testament

Both Dale Money and I spoke at the
4
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Thanksgiving Service. There
were several hundred people
of diﬀerent age groups presentt
from diﬀerent churches and
from diﬀerent strata of society,
but they all gathered together as
me
one to join with us. It was a time
aise
to render thanksgiving and praise
to our Triune God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, for the precious giftt
ord,
of His infallible and inerrant Word,
ing
and to implore His divine blessing
oly
to attend the reading of the Holy
amilies
Scriptures by individuals and families
gations
in their homes, among congregations
achers
in churches and among the teachers
and pupils in the schools.
Our visit to our friends in that beautiful
part of India was by necessity very brief
ckly.
and came to an end far too quickly.
m our
However, before we parted from
friends we spoke of the future and the
ere is
Society’s burden that where there
currently only a New Testamentt available
there should be earnest prayer that before
te Bible
too many years pass a complete
may be made available. In fact I was to
mmenced
learn that work has already commenced
evising
on the very exacting work of revising
onform
the Old Testament to make it conform
the text
to the Hebrew Masoretic Text (the
underlying the Old Testament of the
English Authorised Version and many other
editions from the Reformation period)
and that this work will now continue
under the Society’s guidance. To assist
Mr Sitlhou and his colleagues with this
considerable undertaking a new computer
was purchased in Imphal, and promises
were made that, if the Lord will, we would
be back to be present at the launch of
the completed Bible, although we would
endeavour if that was at all possible to
return before then to encourage them in
their work.

requesting
the assistance of
the Society in completing
th whole
h l Bible
Bibl was h
d d tto me
the
handed
just prior to our leaving Imphal. It is
reproduced as received to indicate the
burden these people have for the pure
Word of God in as faithful a version as
we have in the English Authorised (King
James) Version. My immediate verbal
response (later conﬁrmed by the Society’s
General Committee) was that we would,
by the grace of God, do all that we could
to help them complete their work on the
Old Testament so that they could have
the whole Bible in such a version in the
years to come, the Lord willing. Please
pray for these brethren as they continue in

This letter from the brethren in Manipur
5
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their labours for the glory of God and the
spiritual good of their people!

invited contributions for consideration
from all who had an interest in ensuring
that the Bible was as accurate and as
readable by all as is possible. In addition
to inviting comments from individuals
and particular churches, an unoﬃcial
committee based in Kathmandu had
formed itself to work through the Bible
systematically, to note the words and
verses which they thought might
need attention.

 Nepal and the Nepali Bible
The second visit referred to above was to
Nepal in connection with the revision of
the Nepali Bible. Since the Society’s edition
of this Bible was ﬁrst published in 2011 it

A conference had been arranged
in Kathmandu in January 2015 to
assess the initial progress being
made by the interested parties.
Philip Hopkins, the Society’s Editorial
Director, and I ﬂew to Kathmandu
via Istanbul to attend the conference
and meet with Thomas Kaufmann,
the coordinator of the revision
process and one of the chief
translators, who had ﬂown in from
Kalimpong in India. Private meetings
were held with Mr Kaufmann and
The Nepali Bible conference with other individuals and interested
parties prior to the main conference
has been widely distributed in Kathmandu, meeting to which a number of people had
been invited.
the capital of Nepal, throughout the rest
of Nepal, and amongst the Nepalesespeaking parts of north India. As there are
The General Secretary, David Cloud, Thomas Kaufmann
these three major groupings of
and the Editorial Director
Nepali-speaking peoples being
reached through this Bible,
there is the need to ensure that
not only is the translation itself
as faithful as is possible, but also
that the vocabulary employed
in the Bible is suﬃciently
‘neutral’ to be accepted and
understood by all within these
diﬀerent groups. It is for these
reasons that the Society and
the translators had previously
announced that a revision of
the Bible would be undertaken
over the coming years, and had
6
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of translating the Word of God is often a
very humbling and searching experience.
Comparatively, in so many areas of life—
providentially and spiritually—it can be
said that we have so very much, whereas
they may have so very little. It is fairly easy
for those of us who undertake these visits
to ﬂy into a country, spend a few days
with our friends there and see with what
grace and spiritual strength they face the
magnitude of the task that lies before
them, then ﬂy out of the country and
return to our homes. Then before many
hours have passed our thoughts, interests
and prayers are deﬂected from those with
whom we have been so recently, to the
demands of other projects and the needs
of other translators in other parts of the
world where there are also the same or
very similar great and pressing needs
for the Word of God in its purity in other
languages!

Those who were present at the conference
totalled around twenty-four, and included
the unoﬃcial committee and a number of
missionaries and ministers, who together
represented the three groupings of Nepali
speakers referred to above. All were
thanked for their interest and prayers, and
reminded of the principles underlying
the Society’s work. Particular thanks were
paid to Mr Kaufmann for his many years
of diligent labour on the Nepali Bible.
Expressions of regret were expressed
for the absence of Mr Kaufmann’s cotranslator, Daniel Rai, who was travelling
and thus unable to be present, but who
had sent his greetings to the meeting.
David Cloud—the person who had
initiated the Nepali Bible project back in
1989 when he ﬁrst came to Nepal as a
missionary and had found the existing
Nepali Bibles so defective—was also
present, and very graciously expressed his
support for the work undertaken on the
Bible. Others spoke of the wide interest in
and acceptance of the Bible, and that it was
anticipated that the revisions now being
proposed would lead to an even greater
acceptance of the Bible in the future. There
was general agreement in the meeting as
to what was required, and it was accepted
that—under the Society’s oversight—
Mr Kaufmann, together with Mr Rai, would
have the ﬁnal say on what was and was not
included in the revision. Most wonderfully
there was a remarkable degree of unity
throughout both the conference and the
other meetings held that week. We give all
praise to the Lord for His abundant grace,
and again would invite all our readers
to give their prayerful support of all the
brethren engaged in the work of revising
the Nepali Bible.

May it be the prayer of all the Society’s
supporters that the Lord might abundantly
grant that His servants, whom He has
called to the very specialised and diﬃcult
ministry of translating (in humble
dependence on His grace) the very Word
of God into the languages of the nations,
may know and enjoy day-by-day His great,
rich and bountiful blessing, His presence
and His strength, in the great work they
undertake in His fear and for His glory!
Brethren pray for us!

The Lord gave the word: great
was the company of those
that published it.
Psalm 68.11

 Conclusion
Meeting with those who are engaged in
the most exacting and challenging task
7
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Blessed are the
Blessed are the
merciful: for they
shall obtain mercy.

by the Rev G. Hamstra
President of the Society
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A merciful person has a marked sense of
compassion towards his fellow creatures.
This compassion goes deeper than that
which is at times displayed by the natural
man. The natural man may show a certain
measure of compassion towards his fellow
creatures. However, he never shows a
serious concern for them as persons who
are in misery on account of their sinful
and lost condition.

Surprisingly, those who are pronounced
blessed are the poor in spirit, the
mourners, the meek, and they which do
hunger and thirst after righteousness.
The blessedness referred to here does not
primarily signify a feeling of blessedness;
it is rather a state of blessedness. Man
in his natural condition is by reason of
sin under God’s displeasure. He is under
God’s curse, and he can only be delivered
by the love of God revealed in Christ, the
crucified and risen Redeemer. When this
redeeming love is applied to the heart by
the Holy Spirit, a sinner is delivered from
the curse and he is restored to a state of
blessedness.

The person who by divine grace has
been made spiritually alive views his
fellow sinners who are still without the
grace of God in deep distress. The heart
of the merciful is filled with a genuine
compassion. He has a living and an active
concern. Why is this so? First of all, he is
personally acquainted with the real nature
of man’s misery and wretchedness. He
has a true knowledge of sin; he knows
what it means to be a lost and undone
sinner. He views sin as man’s greatest
enemy. Secondly, he has a personal
knowledge of the precious Remedy. He
has experienced the power and comfort of
God’s redeeming love revealed in Christ.
Therefore, he points needy sinners to
the precious Saviour, Who alone is fully
suitable and able to meet the desperate
situation of a helpless sinner.

What is meant by the distinguishing
characteristic merciful? In other words,
who are the merciful? The merciful are
of a gentle, forgiving and compassionate
spirit. They express the feelings of their
compassionate hearts by the comforting
words of their sympathetic lips and by
the use of their benevolent hands. They
are much needed in the world of our day.
The merciful are so towards their fellow
believers. They actively sympathise with
them in all their various sorrows and
afflictions. They overlook weaknesses
and provide comfort as much as they are
able. The merciful are also compassionate
towards their fellow
sinners, even towards
those who persecute
them.

The merciful are well aware that they
cannot measure how much they owe to
the mercy of God. In their own
estimation they are the
chief of sinners. If

99
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fountain of their pardon and caused
the love of God to rest on them. Mercy
brought them on the way to their eternal
home in heaven. Mercy gave them a
merciful disposition and made them act
accordingly. They have received mercy
and they are promised that they will
obtain mercy whenever they need it. That
means all throughout their lives and even
in death. Mercy is and ever remains their
foremost need.

God has saved them, then He is certainly
able to grant the selfsame precious mercy
to their fellow sinners. Indeed, humbled
sinners know their own imperfections
and do not look down on others. Those
who are merciful love to encourage their
fellow sinners to flee the wrath to come
and to lay hold of eternal life. In tender
compassion they tell them about the
serious nature of their need and urge
them to flee to the perfect Refuge that is
set before us in the Gospel.
The merciful delight to speak about
the royal invitation of the Gospel:
‘Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest’ (Matthew 11.28). This
invitation is not founded on human
worthiness or ability. It has a much
better foundation: the finished
work of Christ. The merciful also
love to unfold the priceless promise
of the Gospel: ‘him that cometh to
me I will in no wise cast out’ (John
6.37). Neither are they silent on the
sacred command of the Gospel:
‘but now [God] commandeth
all men every where to repent’ (Acts
17.30). Most of all, they like to portray
the wondrous all-sufficiency of the most
gracious and compassionate Saviour of
the lost. It is a precious comfort to the
merciful that they may plead for their
fellow sinners at the Throne of Grace;
this is one of their sacred delights. They
trust God that He is able and willing to
save the most troubled sinners. They
pray to God that He may be pleased to
bless His Word to the hearts of needy
sinners.

All the mercy they need in this life while
still here on earth will be provided.

I

n His inﬁnite love and
mercy, Christ will ever be
the Advocate of His needy
people. No harm shall befall
them without the will of their
merciful Protector.
God will pardon all their sins and
shortcomings. They will obtain His
heavenly mercy to sustain them when
they are tried and tempted. The afflictions
of the merciful may be many in number,
but they will ever anew experience that
the everlasting arms of God will be there
to uphold and to comfort them. Their
foes may often seek their downfall,
but the Lord in His abundant mercy
will always grant the needed relief.
The enemies may be rather strong and
oppressive, but heavenly mercy will ever
provide sufficient support. Satan may
threaten like a roaring lion; however, to
Christ he is a defeated foe. In His infinite
love and mercy, Christ will ever be the
Advocate of His needy people. No harm
shall befall them without the will of their

‘They shall obtain mercy’, or they shall be
shown mercy. Divine mercy is the secret
of their lives. Mercy made the merciful
what they are. Mercy delivered them
from the wrath to come. Mercy was the
10

Issue Number: 611 – April to June 2015
merciful Protector. He makes all things
work together for their good. The need of
God’s children may be of a very serious
nature, but their faithful Redeemer will
ever grant His gracious and timely help.
Even in the solemn hour of their death,
He will provide the necessary mercy.
What is the connecting link between
the two parts of our text? Why do the
merciful obtain mercy? Why is mercy
shown to them? The link is not one of
merit. Mercy cannot be obtained on the
basis of our being merciful. We are not
saved by good works.
Jesus Christ is the only foundation of
the sinner’s hope. In the redemption
accomplished by this compassionate
Redeemer is a fulness of grace for needy
sinners, and this fulness can never be
exhausted. However, good works are
ever the fruit of saving grace. ‘Even so
every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit’ (Matthew 7.17). Remember that
the merciful have been blessed and as
such are children of God. God is to them
their reconciled Father; they belong to
His adopted family. The merciful have
already been graciously pardoned for the
sake of Christ’s blood and righteousness.
They are grieved at the thought that they
still sin against their heavenly Father,
Who has been so very gracious to
them. This they find hard to bear. What
they daily need is a Father’s pardon.
They seek and find their comfort in
the Father’s unchanging love and grace
revealed in the sacrifice of Christ their
Mediator. This sacrifice never loses its
power; it has an infinite effectiveness.
With a sacred fondness, a child of God
ever values the pardon of his heavenly
Father. In childlike trust, he loves to
plead, ‘forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors’ (Matthew 6.12).

blessedness knows no end. They have
obtained mercy and mercy will be
shown to them whenever they need
it. Those who are merciful are not so
by nature. This disposition is a fruit of
God’s grace. Only divine mercy makes
us new creatures in Christ Jesus. This
mercy makes them gentle, forgiving and
compassionate. In other words, mercy
makes merciful. Mercy is also the secret
of growth in this grace. The absence of a
merciful spirit is evidence of the lack of
true holiness. And remember, without
holiness no man will see the Lord (cf.
Hebrews 12.14).
Are you merciful? Do you love the
brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus? Do
you actively show your compassion to
those who are in sorrow and distress?
Do you have compassion for sinners
who are still without Christ? Are you
willing to forgive your enemies?
How blessed the man who thoughtfully
The poor and meek befriends;
Deliv’rance in the evil day
To him Jehovah sends.
The Lord will keep him, guard his life,
On earth he shall be blest;
The Lord will not surrender him
By foes to be distressed.
Upon the bed of suffering
Jehovah will sustain,
And in his sickness God will soothe
The weariness and pain.
Psalter no. 113:1,2,31

Endnote
1. The Psalter (Grand Rapids, MI, USA:
Reformation Heritage Books, 2010).

How blessed are the merciful. Their
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Editorial Report
by Philip J. D. Hopkins
Editorial Director

Introduction

I

n the opening verses to his epistle, the Apostle James writes, ‘My brethren, count
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of
your faith worketh patience’ (James 1.2-3). Those of us who are closely involved
in or connected with the work of Bible translation and revision are not strangers
to falling into various different tests and temptations which try our faith. In such
circumstances it is desirable, even imperative, that we ask the Lord to sanctify these
trials to us so that we become more patient, more enduring, recognising that a
Sovereign God is over
all and is working in
our lives such ‘that the
trial of your faith, being
much more precious
than of gold that
perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be
found unto praise and
honour and glory at
the appearing of Jesus
Christ’ (1 Peter 1.7).
The Editorial Report in
the Quarterly Record
for January to March
2015 mentioned that
we faced significant
The Editorial Director addressing the Nepali Bible conference
problems on several
of our major Bible
projects. In the Lord’s goodness some of these difficulties have been resolved—
some with positive outcomes that have exceeded the expectations of our poor
faith; other difficulties continue to drive us to our knees in prayer, and some new
problems have arisen. At such times it is a natural reaction to despair, but we have
been encouraged and reproved in equal measure with the words of the Apostle
Paul in 2 Corinthians 4.8-9: ‘We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we
12
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are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but
not destroyed’. Notwithstanding a constant stream of challenges and problems,
we trust that the Lord will enable us, and those with whom we are working, to
persevere in the much needed work of Bible translation and revision.
In addition to various challenges, we are also very conscious that there are many
languages which do not have a reliable copy of the Scriptures and, moreover, many
hundreds of languages in which there is still not a single portion of God’s Word.
The need of faithful and accurate Scriptures for the edifying of the church and the
salvation of sinners is still tremendous. Therefore please join with us in praying that
faithful men of God will be equipped and prepared to embark on the arduous and
difficult work of translating and revising the Holy Scriptures of Truth.

Africa

Shona

We were encouraged
to receive a report
from the head of the Shona Bible project
advising us that they were ‘now translating
in 1 Chronicles, having completed
2 Kings recently’. He added that external
proofreaders were now engaged in reading
through the Pentateuch (the ﬁve books of
Moses).
Further discussions with the team working
on the Society’s Shona Bible project
also clariﬁed our understanding of the
methodology they are employing in this
project. Previously we had reported that
they were revising the Shona Union Bible.
However, this is not an accurate description
of the work they have been doing. Rather,
they have been making a new translation
of the Shona Scriptures from the Society’s
Hebrew Masoretic and Greek Received texts
with reference to the main extant Shona
Bibles, of which the Union Bible is one.
The TBS Shona Bible will be signiﬁcantly
diﬀerent from the Shona Union Bible,
particularly in the New Testament, since the
TBS edition was translated from a diﬀerent
Greek text (the Received Text) using a
diﬀerent method of translation (formal
equivalence). The Society’s team are also
translating into a uniﬁed form of the Shona

language known as ‘Union Shona’: a form
of the language that incorporates the ﬁve
main dialects (Karanga, Zezuru, Manyika,
Korekore and Ndau) of the Shona-speaking
people.
Thus, the Society is making a new
translation of the Bible into Union Shona
directly from our editions of the Scrivener
Greek Received and Masoretic Hebrew
texts, with reference to extant Shona Bibles
and using formal equivalence principles. We
continue to be thankful for the hard work of
the Shona Bible translation team, who work
under the auspices of the Zimbabwean
Mission of the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland.
In connection with the Shona, we have
received several encouraging reports
concerning the distribution of the 40,000
Shona New Testaments that arrived in
Zimbabwe in December 2014. What is
especially pleasing is that some of these
copies have already been circulated in
the diﬀerent regions in which Shona is
spoken, with distribution made to speakers
of the ﬁve main dialects of the language.
We look forward to feedback from a wide
cross-section of Shona readers, and pray
that the uniﬁed form of the language
employed in the New Testament will meet
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Romanian

with widespread approbation. Above all we
desire the Lord to bless His Word and use it
for His Glory.

The Editorial
Director
and General Secretary hosted a Romanian
Bible Revision Conference in London
across two days in February (Monday 9–
Tuesday 10). The head of the Romanian
Revision team attended in person and
we were joined on Skype by the main
reviewer in Australia.

Europe

French

From the evening of
Monday 23 February
to the evening of Thursday the 26th, a
French Bible revision conference was
held near the city of Toulon in south-east
France. Three members of the team were
present, the fourth being absent due
to major health problems. The French
revision team met for intensive sessions
during these days to ﬁnalise the revision
of the Gospel according to Matthew, a
goal they managed to achieve on the last
evening of the conference.

Most editorial decisions had been made
at previous conferences, so this one
addressed the few remaining points on
which agreement needed to be reached,
mainly concerning the choice of certain
words. Therefore, the primary focus of the
conference was on the next stages of the
project: proofreading, typesetting, printing
and publishing, and ﬁnally distribution.

The Editorial Director and General
Secretary were present for the entirety
of the ﬁrst two sessions, during which
several very interesting and thorny issues
were addressed and decisions reached.
God willing, more about some of the
decisions reached will be reported on
when the French Gospel according to
Matthew is published, which we hope
will be by October of this year. We plan to
include a preface in the Gospel explaining
the methodology behind the project
and some of the major changes which
have been introduced in the interests of
providing the Francophone world with a
faithful and accurate edition of God’s Word.
Please pray for the subsequent stages of
the French Gospel according to Matthew
project which are now beginning. Once
the text has been thoroughly proofread it
will be typeset and checked again, after
which a print-ready ﬁle will be sent to
the printers. In the meantime, revision
will continue on the Gospels according to
Mark, Luke and John.

A detailed time-plan of the ﬁnal stages
was made during the conference with the
aim of having printed copies of the new
TBS Romanian Bible available by the end
of June 2016. This is somewhat later than
originally envisaged but reﬂects the reality
that such work can take much longer than
expected, and time lost at various stages is
very diﬃcult to regain.
We would invite anyone with good
native Romanian language skills and a
reasonable amount of free time to assist
in proofreading the ﬁnal text of the Bible
prior to publication. Please contact us by
emailing editorialcontact@tbsbibles.org,
providing details of your qualiﬁcations
for this considerable task. (Please note
that remuneration is not available for this
aspect of the project.) We encourage our
readers to remember prayerfully all the
individuals involved in the closing stages of
this project as the end comes into sight.

Conclusion
We continue to be grateful for the prayers
of our friends and supporters for all aspects
14
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of our work. Indeed, whilst we were away
in France for the French Bible revision
conference we were very encouraged to
be told that a relative of one of our French

revision team prays for the Society every
day. It is a great privilege to be part of an
organisation that faithful men and women
of God uphold daily in their prayers.

TBS mobile website

D

uring the next month the mobile
website is expected to go live. Easily
accessed using the Quick Response
(QR) Code below or by going to
www.TBSmobile.org, our mobile website
will connect you to the Society, providing
our basis and principles, announcements,
recent news, and the current Quarterlyy
Record—indeed,

much of the non-sales material from our
regular website will be available for those
wishing to read information concerning
the Society whilst away from the computer.
Clicking Articles or Sales will take you to our
regular website where you can access and
download all our online publications and
make purchases.
It is our prayer that, as the Society
provides this mobile facility, many
more people will be reached with the
truth of God’s Word.
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The Treasury
From David J. Broome
Resources Director

I

t is with much thankfulness to the
Lord that we are able to report the
events of the early weeks of 2015: He
has remained faithful, as He always must.
We have felt a great sense of the Lord’s
overruling and special enabling in the
enormous amount of work which had to
be carried out in preparation for our oﬃce
relocation, as well as during the move
itself. The transfer from Tyndale House to
our temporary headquarters at 15 Lyon
Road took place during the working week
commencing Monday 2 February 2015 and
went remarkably smoothly, being largely
completed by the Wednesday night, two days
earlier than expected.

work then (cf. Deuteronomy 2.7). We are
deeply thankful to the Lord for the provision
of Tyndale House and pray that He would
bless the millions of Scriptures and Scripture
portions that were sent forth from there to
those who have received them.
We now look forward to the future with
conﬁdence in and total reliance upon
our God, who has brought us thus far.
Work commenced on the site of our new
International Headquarters at 29 Deer Park
Road during the working week commencing
23 February 2015. At the time of writing the
site has been virtually cleared and pile-driving
of the foundations has commenced [ed.: and
since then, the outer structure and roof have
been installed]. The developer, Chancerygate,
is hoping to complete the new buildings by
mid-September 2015, after which a period of
ﬁt out will be necessary. We seek your prayers
that all may go according to plan.

The sale of Tyndale House, Dorset Road, was
completed on Friday 13 February 2015, when
another chapter in the Society’s history came

In visiting the site recently and seeing the
preparations that were underway, our
thoughts went to the parable of the two
men who were building their new houses
(Matthew 7.24-29). When the storms came
against both houses, one fell, but the other
stood ﬁrm and unshaken; indeed, it was
unshakeable. It is abundantly clear that Christ
spoke in this parable of His own precious
Word—‘these sayings of mine’ (Matthew
7.24 & 26)—and He likened those who hear

9 March: at the Deer Park Road site the
pile of gravel is slowly going down

to a close—a time to pause and reﬂect on
God’s wonder-working hand over twentyone years, particularly for those who had
been involved in the move to Tyndale House
in 1994 and had seen the Lord’s gracious
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His Word and do it to the man who built on
the rock. The diﬀerence between the two
houses lay in the foundation. And so we
see that a foundation rooted and grounded
in the Word of God is vital if our spiritual
house is to stand in the many storms that
will inevitably come against it. So much
contemporary religion either misses this
point altogether or is content with a watereddown and unfaithful Bible version, and is
greatly impoverished as a result. Hence the
inestimable importance of sending the pure
faithful Word of God forth to all nations,
praying that the Lord will apply it to the
heart, as He has promised (see Isaiah 55.11),
unto the salvation and sanctiﬁcation of many
precious never-dying souls.

yet naturally grateful for the provision they
made for the Society in this way. We are also
thankful for the prospect, God willing, of
rental income of over £130,000 per annum
from 2016 onwards from Unit 1 at 29 Deer
Park Road (which we hope to name ‘Wycliﬀe
House’: Unit 2, which the Society is due to
occupy, will take the name ‘Tyndale House’,
which was previously used at Dorset Road).
Finally, we are deeply thankful to be able
to report the arrival on 5 January 2015 of
Mr Philip Blows, our new Operations Manager.
His arrival has been a great encouragement
to us (cf. 2 Corinthians 7.6) after such a long
period of waiting. Commencing work at the
Society has been a great blessing to him
too. Please remember Philip as he takes
forward this core and vital part of the Society’s
activities, overseeing the UK Sales, Grants and
Warehouse operations.

We continue to covet your prayers for the
Society and sincerely thank all of you who do
not forget us at the Throne of Grace. The year
2014 was one of wonderful blessing in many
ways, but the Lord constantly reminds us of
We remain deeply thankful to all our
our absolute dependence upon Him. The
members, supporters and friends for their
ﬁnancial situation of the Society’s UK General
partnership with us in this work, practically,
Fund remained fragile during 2014, with a
ﬁnancially, and especially in prayer. We
loss of £344,000 (provisional) when the eﬀects gratefully acknowledge receipt of anonymous
of our property move are taken out. This loss
gifts totalling £10,373.13 for the period
is largely due to legacies accounted for in
October to December 2014 (Matthew 6.4).
the year being considerably lower than our
budget. Having said this, we remain deeply
thankful for the legacy
of around £800,000
left us for Scripture
granting which had
to be accounted for
in 2013, but much of
which was received in
2014. Recently we have
also been informed of
a number of legacies
due to the Society in
the coming months.
Every time we are
notiﬁed of a legacy we
are saddened at the
loss of another of the
8 April: at the Deer Park Road site the outer structure goes up
Society’s supporters,
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Morning Star
of the
Reformation
18

by Dr David Allen
Senior Deputation
Speaker

A lecture presented
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T

he history of John Wycliffe is
crucial to a true understanding
of British, European, and indeed
of world history. I will be so bold as to
say that, were it not—under God—for
my fellow Yorkshireman John Wycliffe,
there would not be a William Tyndale,
there would certainly not be a Trinitarian
Bible Society, and the course of British,
European, world—and even Scottish—
history would have run a different course
than it has done.

While Wycliffe was at Canterbury Hall,
Oxford, in 1367, he had as a student a
certain Geoffrey Chaucer who, following
the steps of his master, reflected much in
his Canterbury Tales upon the corruptions
of the clergy. But also at the same time he
portrays his master John Wycliffe in his
description of the ‘Poor Parson’:
A good man was ther of religioun,
And was a poure Persounn of a toun,
But riche he was of hooly thoght and
werk.
He was also a lerned man, a clerk
That Cristes gospel trewely wolde
preche;
His parisshens devoutly wolde he teche.
Beniyne he was, and wonder diligent,
And in adversity ful pacient,
And such he was ypreved ofte sithes…
Wyde was his parisshe, and houses fer
asonder,
But he ne lefte nat, for reyn ne thonder,
In sicknesse nor in meschief, to visite
The ferreste in his parish, much and lite,
Upon his feet, and in his hand a staf.
The noble ensample to his sheep he
yaf…
He was a shepherde and noght a
mercenarie,
And though he hooly were and vertuous,
He was to sinful men nat despitous,
Ne of his speche daungerous ne digne,
But hin is techyng discreet and benygne.

To drawen folk to hevene by fairnesse,
By good ensample, was his bisynesse…
A bettere preest I trowe that nowthere
noon ys.
He waited after no pompe and
reverence,
Ne maked him a spiced conscience,
But Cristes loore, and his apostles twelve,
He taught, and first he folwed it
hymselve.1
John Wycliffe was born in the year 1320,
just to the north of the road that now runs
from Scotch Corner to Penrith—part
of what we know as the A66. A little to
the east of the market town of Barnard
Castle in Teesdale, Co. Durham, lies the
little hamlet of Wycliffe-on-Tees, the
ancestral home of John de Wycliffe. He
died some one hundred and fifty miles
away, at Lutterworth in Leicestershire, on
31 December 1384.

A medieval university lecture

Wycliffe’s life was closely connected to
Oxford. He was, in succession, Fellow at
Merton, Master of Balliol, and Warden of
Canterbury Hall. In 1372 he was presented
by the King to the Rectory of Lutterworth.2
It was from Lutterworth in 1374 that
Wycliffe directed his poor preachers, the
Lollards. These were often referred to as
poor priests or true men who preached.
Wycliffe believed in the primacy of
preaching. Listen to him as he preaches:
19
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He instructed his poor preachers to appeal
to Holy Scriptures in all their exhortations
and in all their instructions. In fact
Wycliffe considered the Scriptures to be
divine and therefore of absolute authority
in all matters of faith and practice. He had
gradually come to this conclusion. In his
great work Trialogus he writes:

O marvellous power of the divine
seed! It overturns strong warriors,
softens hearts as hard as stone, and
renews in the divine image men
brutalised by sin and infinitely far
from God.3
For Wycliffe preaching was the most
important duty of the clergy; over 360 of
his sermons survive. Listen again to the
evangelical doctor preaching:

We do not sincerely believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ or we should
abide by the authority of His word,
especially that of the evangelists…
Inasmuch as it is the will of the Holy
Spirit that our attention should not
be dispersed over a large number
of objects, but concerned on one
sufficient source of instruction, it is
His pleasure that the books of the
old and new law should be read and
studied, and that men should not be
taken up with other books, which,
true as they may be, and containing
Scripture truth as they may, by
implication, are not to be confided in
without caution or limitation.5

Lift up, wretches, the eyes of your
souls and behold Him in whom
was no spot of sin, what pain He
suffered, for the sin of man. He sweat
blood and water to wash thee of
sin. He was bound and beaten with
scourges, the blood running down
his sides, that thou shouldest keep
thy body clean in His service. He was
crowned with thorns that you should
think on Him and flee all cursed
malice. He was nailed to the Cross
with sharp nails through hands and
feet, and stung to the heart with a
sharp spear, that thy five wits should
be ruled by Him.4

What a warning that is to those of
us who are preachers!

Oh, for such preaching
today!

Ford Maddox-Brown’s painting depicting Wycliﬀe reading
from the Scriptures to John of Gaunt
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Again Wycliffe is quoted as saying, ‘it is
impossible that any word or any deed of
the Christian should be of equal authority
with Holy Scripture’. When, therefore,
the Pope asserts that his decrees in
matters of faith have
the same authority
as the Gospel, he
is, in Wycliffe’s
opinion, guilty of
blasphemy, because he
arrogates to himself
the attributes and
prerogatives of Deity.6

of God in all languages that were
ordained under heaven’.7
Again in another of his great works,
Dialogus, sive Speculum Ecclesie Militantis

Because of his view
of the authority and
the sufficiency of
Scripture, Wycliffe
earned the title the
‘Evangelical Doctor’
or the ‘Gospel Doctor’.
He had an amazing
Wycliﬀe sends out the Lollards
knowledge of Scripture.
(Dialogue, or The Mirror of Temporal
He took the different parts of Scripture
Lords), Wycliffe writes,
in close connection and made Scripture
its own interpreter, ‘comparing spiritual
Those heretics are not to be heard
things with spiritual’ (1 Corinthians
who fancy that secular men ought
2.13). He dug deep into the vast mine of
not to know the law of God; but
Scriptural truth, being fully assured that,
that it is enough for them to know
if he laboured prayerfully in the work,
what priests and prelates tell them by
its treasures would be more and more
word of mouth; for Scripture is the
unfolded to his astonished and to his
faith of the Church, and the more it
delighted view.
is known in an orthodox sense the
better. Therefore, as secular men
The deep veneration which he felt
ought to know the faith, so it is to be
for Holy Scripture, and the supreme
taught them in whatever language is
importance which he attached to it,
best known to them’.8
led him naturally to the conclusion
that the people ought to be allowed
In the summer of 1378 Wycliffe completed
to read it in their own tongues. He
his great treatise entitled De Veritate Sacrae
expressed that view in his Wicket,
Scripturae (The Truth of Holy Scripture), in
‘Those who call it heresy to speak
which he says,
of Holy Scriptures in English must
The Bible is the Divine Word of God
be prepared to condemn the Holy
in Christ, infallible, a sole authority,
Ghost, who gave it in tongues to the
lay lords should read and defend
Apostles of Christ, to speak the word
21
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it. No man is so rude a scholar but
that he may learn the Gospel in his
simplicity.9

The translators of Wycliffe’s Bible are
wrapped in obscurity. We scarcely find
in Wycliffe’s writings any reference to the
progress of that great work: he and those
who aided him were afraid that if they
blazed the matter abroad, the powerful
hand of authority would prevent

The Bible, the whole unmutilated
Bible; the Bible distributed in a
tongue understood by the people;
the Bible uncorrupted
by the false glosses
of that Church
which claims for
itself an exclusive
right to interpret
the Scriptures, was
to be the moral
lever by which his
country was to be
raised from her
present state of
degradation.10

That is the case today
as well. But in 1382
that was a sublime
concept. Difficulties
stood in the way
of the design of
Wycliffe, a design
that embraced
A Wycliﬀe Bible, housed at the Museum of the Bible, Washington, DC
not only the literal
translation of the Bible but also its
circulation among all ranks and orders of
them continuing the translation and
his fellow countrymen. Many would have
would inflict severe persecution upon
shrunk back, terrified by the prospect of
them. The consequence therefore is
formidable opposition that we are ignorant of the stages of the
and persecution:
work which prepared the way for the
bishops, priests and
Reformation and the spiritual destiny that
other laity might have awaited millions through the following
been expected to have centuries.
bound together in
The Bible was completed by the end of
a dark confederacy
the year 1382. In all probability it was
against him. Wycliffe
John Wycliffe who translated the New
stood in a position of
comparative isolation. Testament and Nicholas of Hereford
the Old Testament. When Nicholas was
forced to flee in 1382, the Bible was then
revised in a free style by John Purvey, the
Wycliﬀe at work on his
‘Librarian of the Lollards’. In addition to
translation
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Nicholas and Purvey, Wycliffe was also
aided by other disciples, perhaps former
Oxford scholars. It was an exact, literal
translation of the Latin Vulgate into
English, the language of the people.
So great was the eagerness to possess
Wycliffe’s Bible that those who could not
procure the volume of the Book would
give a load of hay for just a few chapters.
They would hide the forbidden treasures
under the floors of their houses, and
expose their lives to danger rather than
surrender the Book. They would sit up
all night, their doors being shut for fear
of surprise, reading or hearing others
read the Word of God. They would
bury themselves in the woods and there
converse with it in silence and solitude.
They would be attending their flocks in
the field, stealing an hour for drinking in

the good tidings of grace and salvation.
Wycliffe’s Bible marks an epoch in the
development of the English language.
Thus, while his pupil Chaucer was
labouring to settle the English tongue
among the higher classes, Wycliffe
established it yet more permanently for
his fellow countrymen in language at once
simple and beautiful. It was the great work
which hastened on the Reformation in
England and in Europe. At once, upon
each publication, the hierarchy and clergy
of the Roman church were filled with
terror and indignation: they knew their
occupation was gone if the laity were
permitted to look inside a Bible and read
its pages.
Henry Knighton, fourteenth century
canon at the Augustinian Abbey of
St Mary in Leicester and chronicler, writes
Beginning of Mark’s Gospel, Wycliﬀe Bible
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somewhat scathingly of John Wycliffe,

John Wyclif, Rector of Lutterworth,
Professor of Divinity (if only he
were not a Master of Errors!),
has rashly proceeded to such a
detestable degree of madness as
to assert, dogmatise and publicly
preach erroneous propositions,
false, contrary to the faith and which
threaten to overthrow the whole
Church! Therefore they should
cause the said Wyclif to be arrested
and laid in gaol, where they should
obtain his confession and transmit
it to him…furthermore they must
keep the said Wyclif in custody in
chains until further orders.14
Archbishop Arundel and Convocation
issued the following stringent prohibition
in 1408,
That no unauthorised person should
hereafter translate any portion of
Holy Scripture into English…and
that no such book…should be read,
either in whole or part, publicly
or privately, that was composed in
the time of John Wyclif, or since,
under the penalty of the greater
excommunication, till the said
translation be approved by the
Bishop of the diocese.15
Wycliffe had fully counted the cost; he
weighed the consequences of his actions.
He knew that his life and that of others
would be endangered. He wrote in that
great work the Trialogus,

This Master John Wyclif has
translated into English the gospel
which Christ gave to his clergy and
doctors of the Church, to be by them
communicated to the weaker sort,
and the laity according to their need.
Thence by his means it is become
vulgar and more open to laymen and
women who can read it than it is to
lettered Clerks of good intelligence.
Thus the pearl of the Gospel is
scattered abroad and trodden
underfoot by swine. The Jewel of the
Clerics is become the sport of the
laity. What before was the heavenly
talent for Clerks and Doctors of the
Church is now common property.11
And again, Archbishop Arundel, in a
letter to Pope John XXII asking him to
condemn the heresy of Wycliffe and his
followers, after severe vituperation writes,
‘that wretched and pestilent fellow, son of
the Serpent, herald and child of Antichrist,
has completed his malice by devising
a translation of the Scriptures into the
mother tongue’.12
Papal bulls flew thick and fast from both
popes—the one at Rome and also the one
at Avignon! Wycliffe publicly said of them,
The warring Popes were two dogs
fighting for a bone. Princes should
take the bone away and reduce
them to the simple poverty of
Christ. It was bad enough that many
thousands should die and England
be sucked dry by begging Friars
promoting the Crusade for money,
but much worse that their victims
were killed in their sins deluded by
Antichrist’s pretended absolution
and promises of immediate entry
into heaven.13
Pope Gregory, in a papal bull issued on
31 May 1377, declared that,

We have no need to go among the
heathen in order to die a martyr’s
death. We have only to preach
persistently the law of Christ in
the hearing of Caesar’s [the Pope’s]
prelates, and instantly we shall have
a flourishing martyrdom, if we hold
out in faith and patience.16
Through the efforts of Wycliffe’s poor
preachers and others, the Scriptures were
24
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students…who did
not study the books
of Wyclif would
never find the root
of knowledge’.18
Soon afterwards
John Huss, Jerome’s
fellow reformer and
martyr, translated that
treatise into Czech,
with striking results
in Bohemia. In the
following century
Martin Luther
possessed such a copy
of Wycliffe’s work.
The last large work
attempted by Wycliffe
Wycliﬀe before Archbishop Arundel
was his Sermon on
the Mount. Come with
circulated and their pages opened to the
me for a few moments in your imagination
delighted view of many thousands of his
to that little Rectory at Lutterworth; there
fellow countrymen. These poor priests, the
Wycliffe writes his last pages in a silence
Lollards, lived in poverty and preached the
Gospel to the common people in simplicity. broken only by the scratching of a quill
pen or by the fall of ashes in the hearth.
It was they who carried the torch of the
His lofty brow careworn by study, pain and
English Bible from the fourteenth and
suffering, the left leg shrunken and lame,
fifteenth centuries and into the sixteenth.
the trembling active eager hand, the whole
Through their incessant labours, the people
were led to see that the church of Rome had figure broken prematurely, yet indomitable
to the end, following the lone dictates of
corrupted the faith once delivered unto the
conscience.
saints, and they cast off the superstitions of
their forefathers.
His final work was divided into two
In the last two years of his life, Wycliffe
parts, of which the last was entitled De
devoted himself to writing. Dr. Ann
Antichristo (About Antichrist). In these,
Hudson of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford,
beginning with the bishop of Rome down
has identified 132 writings of Wycliffe,
to the various blind guides of the Roman
some 82 in Latin and the remainder in
church, he repeated with clarity and
power Christ’s denunciation, ‘Woe unto
English.17 Many of these works were to
you, Pharisees, hypocrites!’ (cf. Matthew
be found in Bohemia. In 1401, Jerome
23.25). Like Luther at the Diet of Worms,
of Prague returned home from Oxford,
he remained unshaken, proclaiming
bearing with him a painting which he
in Trialogus, ‘if there were a hundred
hung in his rooms showing Wycliffe as
Popes, and every Friar a Cardinal, their
the Prince of Philosophers, and also a
opinions on matters of faith, were only to
copy of Wycliffe’s Trialogus written out
be accepted in so far as they agreed with
with his own hand. Jerome said in a
Scripture’.19
public disputation that, ‘Young men and
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Wycliffe asserted the total sufficiency
and authority of God’s Law, so much so
that when John Huss copied this treatise,
he called it The Sufficiency of God’s Law.
Wycliffe ended by declaring that he was
willing to be taught the truth according
to the Scripture, but otherwise he was
willing to face death as a martyr and so
pass to eternal bliss. In deep humility he
confessed in Trialogus, ‘I am ignorant
of much because of the loftiness of the
subject, but in the Fatherland I shall see
clearly the views about which now I only
stammer’.20 In answer to the interrogation
of Archbishop Arundel, William Thorpe,
a brave Lollard, described Wycliffe as ‘the
most virtuous and godly wise man that I
heard of or knew’.21
Wycliffe spent his last days at Lutterworth
in much pain. His indefatigable energy, a
distinguishing feature of his character, had
gradually worn out the material tabernacle
of his body. His personal character was
unimpeachable, for even his enemies have
not uttered a syllable against his personal
character. At the close of his life, following
a stroke in 1382, he had to be carried by
others into the pulpit. Thorpe, his friend,
refers to him as, ‘emaciated frame, spare
and well nigh destitute of strength’.22
Perhaps his last sermon was on the text of
John 21.15–17: ‘So when they had dined,
Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He
saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest
that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed
my lambs… Feed my sheep… Feed my
sheep’. Listen to the final words that came
from the lips of John Wycliffe,
Christ taught the Apostles to feed his
sheep in pastures of Holy Writ, not
in rotten pastures as are fables and
lies of men. The pasture evermore
green with truths that never fail is
the Law of Holy Writ that endureth
in the other world. But because

St Mary’s, Lutterworth

a good shepherd should keep his
sheep from wolves, defend them
from scabs, and from rending,
therefore Christ bade Peter thrice
that he should keep his sheep. Christ
taught not his shepherd to raise a
Crusade and kill his sheep with the
lambs and spoil them of their goods.
This is Antichrist’s teaching that the
Fiend has brought in and by this it
is known that these are not Peter’s
vicars!’23
Many of his friends had, like Demas
(2 Timothy 4.10), forsaken him. His friend
and colleague Nicholas of Hereford was
imprisoned for life by Pope Urban VI
in the dungeons of St Angelo in Rome.
Wycliffe stood alone, with the sword
of persecution suspended by a thread
hanging over him; but still with voice and
pen he laboured incessantly to affect a
reform of the church. He unflinchingly
had denounced the arrogance of the
priests and their corruptions of the truth
of God’s Word. He had seen his teaching
condemned and his itinerant followers
harassed, and had been warned by that
first stroke that his days were numbered.
Nevertheless he worked with feverish
26
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haste before night should fall, with a mind
obdurate and inflexible, to leave a mass
of precious seed to be drawn upon and
broadcast by his disciples throughout the
land after his death. Wycliffe feared neither
king nor antichrist and his cardinals. If
need be, Wycliffe was prepared to die for
the cause of God and Truth.
In 1383 Wycliffe was summoned by the
Pope to Rome to answer charges of heresy.
He replied in De Citationibus Frivolis, ‘So
a certain feeble and lame man, cited by
the Curia, replies that he is prevented by a
royal prohibition, the KING of Kings has
effectually willed it that he shall not go’.24
On 28 December 1384 he suffered a
stroke in his church at Lutterworth whilst
conducting the service of the Lord’s
Supper; he was carried to his house, where
he breathed his last on 31 December 1384.
Thomas Walsingham, Benedictine monk

and chronicler, announced that,
on the Feast of the Passion of
St. Thomas of Canterbury, John
Wycliffe, that instrument of the
Devil, the enemy of the Church,
the confusion of men, the idol of
heresy, the mirror of hypocrisy, the
nourisher of schism, was, by the
rightful doom of God, smitten with
a horrible paralysis throughout
his body. And this vengeance fell
upon him on St. Thomas Day, but
he died not until St. Sylvester Day.
And worthily was he smitten on
St. Thomas Day, against whom
[Thomas a Becket] he had greatly
offended, stopping men of that
pilgrimage. And conveniently died
he in Sylvester Feast, against whom
he venomously barked, and breathed
out his malicious spirit unto the
abodes of darkness.25

Engraving from Foxe’s Book of Martyrs showing Wycliﬀe’s remains being burnt and cast into the River Swift
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This brook hath conveyed his ashes
into Avon, Avon into Severn, Severn
into the narrow seas, they into the
main ocean. And thus the ashes
of Wickliffe are the emblem of his
doctrine, which is now dispersed all
the world over.26
Wycliffe is, in my opinion, the greatest man
that our country has ever produced. He
had a burning love for Christ, an ardent
desire for the salvation of souls and an
unquenchable desire to have the Word of
God translated and distributed throughout
the land. He truly was and is ‘The Morning
Star of the Reformation’.

At the Council of Constance, the church of
Rome determined to wreak her impotent
fury upon Wycliffe’s bones. Accordingly,
in 1415 a decree was passed branding
Wycliffe as a heretic, and directing that
his body and bones should be taken from
consecrated ground and thrown away
from the burial of the church. That decree
was carried out in 1428, forty-four years
after his death.
Come, let us picture the scene in
Lutterworth Church as we wander back
to that distant age. Around the grave, in
the chancel, we see Chichele, Archbishop
of Canterbury; there is Bishop Fleming
of Lincoln, once a devoted follower of
Wycliffe, and other dignitaries and clergy,
anxious to display their enmity to one who
had denounced the corruptions of their
church. The church is crowded with the
officials and townspeople who are attracted
by the novelty of the spectacle. The sound
of the pickaxe falls on the ear. Slowly rising
through the opening made is seen the coffin
of Wycliffe. It is placed on the shoulders of
men; it is carried through that door in the
chancel, down that winding road to the
River Swift, which glides along tranquilly
at the foot of the hill. A fire is then kindled
on the bridge; the bones of Wycliffe are
taken out of the coffin and are flung into
it. They were reduced to ashes, which were
afterwards cast into the River Swift.
Many in that crowd would doubtless
behold with tears the indignities there
offered to the remains of one to whom
they had listened in their youth, as he had
spoken to them of the love of the Saviour,
as he had warned them to prepare for
death, judgment, and eternity; of one who
had often visited them in their homes, and
spoken to them in the time of sickness
and sorrow, pouring the oil and wine of
heavenly consolation into the wounded
spirit.
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The Word of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing
that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance of His
Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.

EEurope
FFrom a British ministry to
Romania
R
There were Romanian Words of
Th
Life calendars sent to a friend in Brasov,
Romania. He was sent 7,350 calendars. They
were distributed to old people and young.
Romanian woman receives the Words of Life

From Northern Ireland

Distribution among Romanian high schools students

One went to the sister of a girl who then
asked how she could be saved. Another
went to a Christian wife who is longing for
her husband’s salvation. Some went to a
school.

Part of my work—not only in Hungary but
in Transylvania and Ukraine—has been the
distribution of TBS Hungarian-language
Bibles. This aspect of my work has been
done with tremendous help from a good
brother who lives in Guildford, Surrey,
England. May God continue to bless the
work of the Society abundantly!

FFrom Ireland
It is my most wonderful privilege
and
d great blessing from the Lord
to be part of the Trinitarian Bible Society
as a member, and I should have taken
this step a long time ago. I am realizing
more and more the conﬂict you are facing
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with the increase of weak and corrupted
Bible translations, and the ever increasing
carelessness of fellow Christians to this
reality, and the fact that this is no longer
limited to the Bible of the English-speaking
world, but to every nation where the Bible
has been translated. I am very pleased
to have become a member, and I pray
God, that He will continue to bless and
encourage you all in this great work you are
engaged in for the glory of His great and
glorious name.

use it for daily readings. These days I keep
a few calendars in my handbag and ask
our Father to guide me to people whom
He wants me to give to. The Word of God is
powerful and I am assured that those who
use the Calendars will be greatly blessed
and encouraged. I will forward the Grant
Receipt note with a donation later, because
there is no surety that the postal strike in
the country is completely ﬁnished. Again
please receive my greatest appreciation for
providing the Word of God in such a special
form so that it can be available to many
people. God bless you and all the staﬀ and
volunteers with new strength and love to
continue spreading His Word.

The
T Americas
FFrom a ministry in the USA
tto Africa

FFrom Malawi
Greetings from Malawi, Africa, in
G
the Name of Jesus. On behalf of our
th
Bible ministries and people here in Malawi
I would like to thank you so much for the
Bibles that we receive from the Trinitarian

Mo than ever, the demand for
More
Bibles is increasing not only in Ghana but
throughout Africa. Our contact tells us that
people with no transportation are walking
for miles—and in some cases days—to
receive a Bible! I’m sure you’ve heard
similar stories. Some are so overcome with
emotion and cry when they receive a Bible.

Africa
FFrom South Africa
T
Thank
you very much for the English
an
and Afrikaans Golden Thoughts
Calendars for 2015. I received 2 parcels in
November and 3 parcels in December.
We have already started distributing it to
churches, old age homes, the University
of the Free State, a garage shop, Spar
shop and to individuals at other shops.
It is received with gratitude. The regular
recipients always ask when the new
calendars will be available, because they

Bible distribution to graduates in Malawi

Bible Society (TBS). Numerous people from
diﬀerent walks of life are getting access to
the Word of God because of your ministry.
One young man is a student in secondary
school, however because of ﬁnancial
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church a lot. He told me how desperate he
is for a Bible and I gave him one. He calls
me all the time narrating how refreshing
the Word is during his travels. He carries
this Bible in his truck, and wherever he is
spending the night, he gets to read it and
is experiencing the goodness of the Lord
through this book.

From Malawi

Malawian student with his Scriptures

problems he works at night as a security
guard in order to raise funds for his upkeep
and school fees. He loves the Lord but could
not aﬀord a Bible; when I gave him one of
these Bibles he was excited and this was a
dream come true to him. He uses the Bible
in school for his ‘Bible Knowledge’ Subject
which is oﬀered in Malawi secondary
schools, and he’s enjoying the Word during
his personal devotional quiet times and
church. Another recipient is a lady who is
married and her husband is doing his ﬁnal
year in a Presbyterian Bible school in the
city of Lilongwe in order to be ordained as
a pastor. Because it is her husband’s ﬁnal
year, the Bible school requires the wives of
their students to go and join their husbands
in training as pastors’ wives. She needed an
English Bible and she couldn’t aﬀord one;
she got this gift from me and cherishes
her brand new Bible that will help equip
her for ministry as a pastor’s wife. Another
recipient is a truck driver, and is always
on the road even on Sunday, and misses

Among my targets in Bible distribution
are men and women who are undergoing
short Bible courses in diﬀerent churches.
I believe such men and women have the
zeal to study the Bible and share the gospel
with the lost and also encourage and teach
the Word to others in the church. As you
can see from the photo these men and
women have just graduated from their
one-year Bible school and are ready to take
the gospel to the world. So I gave them the
TBS Bibles as a gift and tool they should use
in their ministries. You could see the joy in
their faces as they receive this precious gift
of the Word. These people and numerous
others are praying for you and the entire
TBS for the ministry to continue the great
work it is doing to the whole world. They
are forever grateful and they want me to
convey this very message to you and the
sponsors. My wife, wearing white women’s
guild uniform, helped me in distributing
these Bibles. Giving Bibles to such people
gives me greater joy and satisfaction at
what God is doing. My prayer is that you
please keep up the good work. I am asking
and pleading with you in the Name of the
Lord: on behalf of such people in Malawi
who are beneﬁting from your special gift
of the Word of God, please consider us and
grant us more Bibles as we work hand-inhand in spreading this gospel. We keep
looking forward in faith to your continued
support.
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their Saviour. During a weekend challenge
meeting at a high school we distributed
New Testaments and Bibles to several
students, and big Bibles to teachers and
leaders of the Christian union. Tracts were
also distributed and all were a blessing to
those souls. The remaining tracts and Bibles
were distributed during house-to-house
evangelism, helping us reach lost souls
for Christ eﬀectively. Ten people have now
joined our church after they dedicated
their lives for Christ through reading
these materials. We are praying for you to
continue in His vineyard. On behalf of our
team I wish to ask for more of the materials
since there is great need of them to use in
evangelism.

From Nigeria
We are thankful for your sending
us a package of your literature.
The Bibles were distributed freely in our
community to targeted young ladies
who have been kept in chains of spiritual
darkness because of traditional myths. It
is beyond our understanding to see how
the young ladies are getting saved through
the reading of your inspirational gospel
literature. Some have had a greater desire
to know and serve Jesus better in their daily
walks with Him, and even manifest Jesus
to their families and friends. Currently we
are gathering elderly people and children
on Sundays for prayer, Bible study and
worship in the central market. In order
to accomplish more of this mandate of
reaching our new generation with Christhonouring literature, we prayerfully request
more grants of your materials.

India
I
FFrom India

FFrom Kenya

G
Greetings once again by God’s
amazing grace. I have received your
four parcels of Bibles and 2015 Calendars,
and thank you very much for your love.
There has been a new happiness from
these very poor people after seeing these
Bibles and calendars. Because you could
not send me any Bibles and calendars
last year, these Bibles and calendars are
especially welcome. They have been
distributed to almost all the needy, poor
people and everybody started feeling
happiness. Since the Bibles have been sent
after one year gap in time, we could not
distribute to all the needy people. Many of
them have been badly discouraged. Hope
you could consider this case special and
send us more. We believe that you may
consider this aspect as a special one. Kindly
arrange thanks to the donors who have
made it possible to send us these Bibles. We
are all praying for them.

PPraise God, for He is worthy; glory
aand honour belongs to Him. Thank
you for the grant you gave us. We received
it in good condition and it has helped us

Kenyan students receive the Word of God

evangelize to various groups of people.
There is joy when souls receive the Lord as
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