Trinitarian Bible Society
Founded in 1831 for the circulation of
Protestant or uncorrupted versions of the Word of God

Officers and Executive Staff of the Society
President:
The Rev. G. Hamstra, B.A., M.Div.

General Secretary/Chief Executive:
Mr. D. P. Rowland*

Vice-Presidents:
Mr. G. Bidston
Mr. G. den Boer
The Rev. B. G. Felce, M.A.
The Rev. Dr. T. Gilmer
Mr. D. Oldham
Pastor J. Stehouwer
The Rev. M. Stuart
Mr. D. Vermeulen
The Rev. M. H. Watts

Resources Director:
Mr. D. J. Broome, C.P.F.A.

Chairman:
Mr. G. D. Buss, B.Ed.*
Vice-Chairman:
The Rev. J. P. Thackway*
Treasurer:
Pastor R. A. Clarke, B.Sc., F.C.A.*
Members:
Mr. G. R. Burrows, M.A.*
The Rev. R. G. Ferguson, B.A.*
The Rev. J. L. Goldby, M.A.*
Pastor M. J. Harley*
Mr. A. K. Jones, LLB. (Hons.) Solicitor*
The Rev. E. T. Kirkland, B.A., Dipl.Th.*
The Rev. D. Silversides, M.A.*

Editorial Director:
Mr. P. J. D. Hopkins, M.A. Oxf.
Operations Manager:
Mr. P. A. Blows, B.A. (Hons.)

Senior Editorial Consultant:
Mr. L. Brigden, B.Sc.(Hons.), M.Sc., B.A.(Hons.)
Editorial Consultants:
Mr. G. W. Anderson, B.A.
Mr. A. Hembd, M.A.C.S.
J. Cammenga, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
G. Fox, B.A. (Hons.), D.D., Ph.D.
The Rev. W. M. Patterson Jnr., B.A., D.D.
Mr. A. C. Thomson, M.A. Cantab.

* These are the serving members of the
General Committee.

4XDUWHUO\
5HFRUG
Issue Number: 614

January to
March 2016

© Trinitarian Bible Society 2016
All rights reserved. The Trinitarian Bible Society permits
reprinting of articles found in our printed and online
Quarterly Record provided that prior permission is
obtained and proper acknowledgement is made.

Contents
Annual General Meeting - advance notice

2

Open House and Thanksgiving Service

3

From the Desk of the General Secretary

4

In the Garden of Gethsemane

9

Editorial Report

12

Chinese Words of Life Calendar

15

The Treasury

16

‘from a child…’: the 184th AGM Sermon

18

William Tyndale: The Apostle of England

26

Wars and Rumours of Wars, part 2

33

The Word of God among all Nations

39

Quarterly Record Production Team

Editorial Director: P. J. D. Hopkins
Senior Editor: Dr. D. E. Anderson
Editorial Consultant: C. P. Hallihan
Graphic Designers: P. Hughes, S. Talas
Circulation: J. M. Wilson

1

Advance Notice
Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record

The 185th
Annual General
Meeting

GOD WILLING

commences at 11.00 a.m. on

Saturday, 17 September 2016
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London SE1 6SD
The Business Meeting at 11.00 will include
reports and updates on the Society’s work.
After the Business Meeting,

at 2.00 p.m.

The Rev. M. H. Watts
Minister of Emmanuel Church, Salisbury, and
a Vice-President of the Society
is expected to preach
Lunch will be served between the Meetings

All are invited to attend
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An Open
House and
Thanksgiving
Service
will be held at our new
International Headquarters:
William Tyndale House,
29 Deer Park Road,
London SW19 3NN

Service of Thanksgiving –
commences 2.00 p.m.

on
Saturday, 13 February 2016,
God willing

when Pastor Pooyan Mehrshahi, Minister
of Providence Baptist Chapel, Cheltenham
and one of the Society’s Bible translators, is
expected to preach

Open House – from 11.30 a.m.

Some car parking is available on site (if using
satnav please use SW19 3TL)

Includes guided tours of the building;
refreshments provided
Buffet Lunch – from 12.30 p.m.

The Morden Hall Park National Trust property
is adjacent to William Tyndale House should
anyone wish to take a recreational walk as part
of their visit to our new premises
All friends and supporters of the Society are
welcome
It would be appreciated if friends could
indicate their planned attendance by
contacting the Society either by
telephone (020 8543 7857) or by email
(contact@tbsbibles.org)
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From the Desk of the

General Secretary
unto wisdom’ (Psalm 90.12), and to heed
the exhortations of the Lord graciously
given to us through His Word, ‘it is time to
seek the LORD’ (Hosea 10.12) and ‘prepare
to meet thy God’ (Amos 4.12)!
For those who fear the Lord, and who
thus prayerfully seek to have their lives
directed by the enduring principles
of the Holy Scriptures, the beginning
of the New Year is a time for prayerful
reflection on the past and of seeking
the face of their Lord and God for the
future. This we need to do personally as
individuals, but also as families, as local
congregations and as churches at large.
Further, it is profitable for organisations
such as the Trinitarian Bible Society to
do so too, and we warmly encourage
all our friends to join with us daily in
thanksgiving and prayer as we wait
upon the Lord, seeking to know His

Looking back and looking
forward
Each New Year should be both a time of
rejoicing and thanksgiving and also a time
of solemn reflection and self-examination.
It is an annual reminder of the Lord’s
faithfulness and mercy. It is also an annual
reminder of the brevity of our lives, and
the need we all have of the mercy and
grace of the Lord. Soon, sadly, too soon
for many, we will all be summonsed to
‘appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad’
(2 Corinthians 5.10). What need then for
all to be taught the prayer that Moses
taught the Israelites during their time in
the wilderness, ‘So teach us to number
our days, that we may apply our hearts
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to be found ‘accepted in the beloved’
(Ephesians 1.6): to be clothed in His
perfect righteousness, to be washed in
His atoning blood, and to be indwelt
by the Holy Spirit; and thus to be found
walking in the glorious light of the
countenance of the God of all comfort
and consolation. To this end, their prayer
is that the Lord may be pleased to grant
that His rich and indispensable blessing
may rest upon them, and that He would
day-by-day enable them to grow in
grace and in the knowledge of their Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3.18).
They prayerfully desire to know by faith
His blessed presence with them more
and more, and to be enabled of God to
live the more to His honour and glory
throughout the days of their pilgrimage
here below.
As we look back over the past year
as a Society, we do so with humble
thankfulness to the Lord for His gracious
provision of new premises for the
Society as is referred to elsewhere in
this edition of the Quarterly Record. As
we look forward to the New Year and
the future, we do so with renewed
confidence in the bounteous goodness
of the Lord to provide for the Society’s
needs through His church and people.
Before the Society lies an ever increasing
field of activity throughout the world,
and the Lord has been pleased to grant
us new international headquarters in
London from where the future work of
the Society in the different parts of the
world can be consolidated, developed
and extended. Additionally, the Lord
appears to be providing additional staff
qualified with the necessary skills and
abilities to enable us to undertake the
necessary work of the Society more
efficiently and professionally. For all these
wonderful developments we give thanks
to Almighty God, praying that in all things
we may be kept in the path of His will,

mind and will for the future in every area
of the Society’s extensive work.
As the Lord’s people look back and
consider the year that is now departed,
invariably they do so with a certain
element of grief and sorrow, especially
as they consider how the whole of their
lives have been so shamefully marred
by their sinful poverty and spiritual
waywardness—and that notwithstanding
the exceeding greatness of the Lord’s
goodness and faithfulness towards them.
And, as they now look forward to the
unfolding of the few or many days allotted
them for their pilgrimage through this
‘valley of Baca’ (cf. Psalm 84.6), they do so
with a certain, humble, but nevertheless
assured, anticipation of the Lord’s gracious
favour towards them. This they do,
notwithstanding the bitter and heartaching knowledge they have of their utter
unworthiness of the very least of God’s
mercies. However, they are warranted,
by the testimony of the Word of God and
the inward witnessing of the Holy Spirit,
to be quietly confident that He who so
wonderfully has been their Refuge and
Strength in the past, and Who so graciously
has assured His people ‘I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee’ (Hebrews 13.5)
will be their Divine Helper and Divine
Comforter in the future, notwithstanding
all the temptations and doubts and fears
with which they may be assailed.
Knowing a little of the truth of the
Prophet Jeremiah’s statement regarding
the perversity of their hearts (Jeremiah
17.9), and thus having no confidence
in themselves, they know that their
complete dependence for all things
must be placed solely and continuously
upon the person and work of Christ, both
for time and eternity. They know that
their great need for today, for tomorrow
and for however many more days their
unworthy lives may be lengthened, is

5
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Annual General Meeting on Saturday,
17 September, 2016.
Mr Gerald D. Buss, the pastor of the
Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham, who
has for some years served as the ViceChairman of the General Committee,
was unanimously elected Chairman to
take over from Mr Watts, and the Rev.
John Thackway, the minister of Holywell
Evangelical Church, was elected as the
new Vice-Chairman. We pray that the Lord
will grant both of these men much help
and guidance in the discharge of these
new duties.

doing only that which will be glorifying
to His Name and undertaking that which
will be for the furtherance of His Kingdom
throughout the world.

The Rev. Malcolm H. Watts
At its meeting in October, the General
Committee accepted the resignation
of the Rev. Malcolm H. Watts from the
Chairmanship of the General Committee.
This action was not unexpected as
Mr Watts had given notice earlier in the
year of his need to relinquish activities
outside of his pastoral duties, and this was
duly communicated to the members of
the Society prior to the Annual General
Meeting held on 19 September 2015.
Over the past thirteen years the Society
has been blessed to have Mr Watts as our
Chairman, he has very ably fulfilled this
role, and we record here the Society’s
considerable indebtedness to him for
the able, spiritual and prayerful manner
in which he has conducted the often
arduous and complex business of the
Society over these years. Mr Watts’s
wise and gracious counsel will be
greatly missed by his brethren on the
General Committee and by all the
Society’s personnel who knew him. We
wish Mr Watts the Lord’s blessing as
he continues to labour at Emmanuel
Evangelical Church, Salisbury, where he
has been pastor for the last forty-two
years. Although Mr Watts will not now
be so actively engaged in the Society’s
activities as in the past, he will maintain
a keen interest in the work and keep
abreast of developments as a VicePresident of the Society. God willing,
Mr Watts will be preaching at the Society’s

Vision of the missionary
field before us
One of the characteristics that would
clearly define most, if not all, of the
readers of this magazine and those with
whom we have Christian association is
that, compared with many throughout
the world who have so very little, we all
have so very much! We are richly blessed
in many ways. All of this is, of course,
in the wondrous and kind providence
of Almighty God, the One in whom we
all live, move and have our being (Acts
17.28). But what is it that from a Scriptural
perspective will accurately mark out
and correctly define our true wealth and
blessedness? Clearly, the answer is not
to be found in ourselves, in our natural
possessions, in the influence we may
have over others, or in any specific gifts or
particular abilities we may have.
Rather, our true wealth and blessedness
is to be found in our being under the
influence, teaching and power of the one
Book that is of Divine Origin, that is full

66
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goodness which are contained in, and
revealed from, that blessed Volume.
Compared to everything else that we
may possess here in this world that is of a
tangible nature, the Bible is the greatest
treasure that we or any of our fellow men
could ever possess. In God’s wondrous
grace, you and I have this inestimable gift,
the ‘Word of God’, this revelation of the
divine majesty of Almighty God, and of
His grace and mercy in Christ to rebellious
man. Living under the privileges and
blessings that flow from this divine gift,
which itself ‘is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart’ (Hebrews
4.12) and ‘able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3.15), how wonderfully
great and gloriously rich we are!
But whilst we are so rich, there are others,
many others, throughout the world
who are (by this Scriptural judgment)
exceedingly poor. Whether they are
billionaires who live in Mayfair in England
or other fashionable parts of other
countries, or are the destitute who live
in the backstreets of the poorest cities
of the world, all who do not share the
same spiritual privileges and blessings
that accompany the possession and the
prayerful and diligent use of the Word of
God, are poor: woefully poor for time and
eternity.
It is true that many may enjoy a variety
of outward and temporal privileges,
blessings and benefits. Some, indeed,
may have their great worldly riches, their
elevated social status, their strengths

of Divine Content, and that is wholly of
Divine Authority. All who are privileged
to have possession of this Sacred Volume,
the Holy Bible, and who have been
brought to discern (by the mighty power
of the Spirit of God) its divine unction,
power and authority, know something of
its immense value. To them it is not only
the one Book that is of far greater value
‘than much fine gold’ (Psalm 19.10), it is
the Book of Books, the Book of their King,
their Lord, their Master, their Redeemer,
their Saviour, their Guide, their Comforter
and their Heavenly Friend.
The Bible is the Volume of Divine
Truth in the midst of all the evil and
error of this world. It is the Volume of
Divine Light in the midst of the gross
darkness that is so prevalent throughout
the world. It is the Volume of Divine
Wisdom given by Almighty God to
instruct foolish man in the fear of the
Lord. Where would you and I and our
fellow church members be without this
Body of Divinity: without the saving
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ,
without the saving work of God the Holy
Spirit, and without each of the other
gracious activities and influences that,
under the authority and command of
the Divine Master, accompany the Holy
Scriptures wherever they go?
It is these divine, these spiritual, these
heavenly, blessings that flow alone
from the Holy Bible that make the true
difference between us and others. These
are true and substantial riches; they are
blessings that identify us as those
who are truly rich—rich toward God
(Luke 12.21), rich for time and rich for
eternity, rich because we have the
Word of God and the treasures of divine

7
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and their skills, but there is something
they have not got, something they are
lacking that is so very necessary and so
important; they lack that one thing which
is needful (Luke 10.42)! They are thus
desperately poor: ‘For what shall it profit a
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul?’ (Mark 8.36)
How desperately sad and extremely
solemn is their state! They are careless
and indifferent, wedded to their sins,
idolaters who wickedly defy the God
who gave them being and before whose
judgment seat they will each soon be
summonsed (cf. Hebrews 9.27). Truly,
they are ‘lost’, and on the broad way that
leads to destruction, to eternal damnation
and to endless misery. And yet—how
terribly solemn—they know it not! They
are without spiritual light or life, ‘dead
in trespasses and sins’ (Ephesians 2.1),
‘without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world’
(Ephesians 2.12) Such, sadly, is the solemn
state of so many in the world around us.
They are without a Bible to point them to
Christ.
How instructive are the words of the Holy
Spirit through the Apostle Paul when he
wrote to the church at Corinth, ‘And such
were some of you: but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by
the Spirit of our God’ (1 Corinthians 6.11).
A change had been wrought in these
men and women who now eagerly
gathered around the Word of God to hear
the words of life. They who had been
dead were now alive. Those who were
previously blind now see. There had been
a new creation.
What was the cause under God of this
remarkable change? The Word of God
had come to Corinth, and they had been

brought under its divine influence! And is
not this the experience of many readers
of this edition of the Quarterly Record?
Is this not why you are so very keen that
the Word of God should be distributed
far and wide throughout all the nations
of the world? Is it not because you
understand a little of your own natural
spiritual poverty, that you now desire (in
thankfulness to God for the abundant
mercies you have received through His
blessing on your prayerful study of the
Bible) that the Holy Scriptures might go
forth to the many millions throughout
the world who are yet also so desperately
poor, not having the Word of God? Do
you not now also want to join with us as
fellow labourers, following in your mind
and heart the many copies of the Holy
Scriptures the Society sends out ‘among
all nations’ each day, praying that the
Name of God might be glorified thereby
and that others also may through the
Word of Truth receive the great spiritual
benefit of a full and free salvation in the
Lord Jesus Christ, of which you by grace
have been made a partaker?
How wonderful it is to be reminded again
and again of the spiritual fruitfulness of
the work in which we are engaged! ‘For as
the rain cometh down, and the snow from
heaven, and returneth not thither, but
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring
forth and bud, that it may give seed to
the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall
my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I
sent it’ (Isaiah 55.10–11).
‘Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord’ (1 Corinthians 15.58).
Brethren, pray for us…

8

Issue Number:
Nu
Nu
614 – January to March
c 2016
ch
201
0116

In the

Garden of
by the Rev G. Hamstra

And he went a little further,

President of the Society
he grace of God is a rich treasure. It
is unsurpassed in value. Grace is and
always will be man’s primary need. What
is most amazing is that this grace is free. The
Lord invites sinners to buy it without money
and without price (Isaiah 55.1). The way in
which this grace was procured is a mystery.
The price laid down for the salvation of sinners
speaks of a love that can never be measured.
Indeed, grace is free; we cannot earn it, and
we can never deserve it. But oh, the depth of
the love revealed in the Redeemer’s sacrifice!
His sufferings are beyond compare. In His
atoning death, the trembling sinner may taste
and see the Fountain of life. Faith desires to
dwell on the wonders of Gethsemane and
Calvary.
The Garden of Gethsemane was the scene
where Christ endured such intense sorrows
of heart. This garden was familiar to the
Redeemer. Here He held frequent meetings
with His most intimate followers. In this
garden the disciples enjoyed His private
presence, prayers, and teachings.
This regular private meeting place was also
known to Judas. However, Christ made no
attempt to escape this garden or His traitor.
Christ went voluntarily. He went as a lamb to
the slaughter. In prophecy and fulfillment, the
language of His heart was, ‘I delight to do thy

and fell on his face, and
prayed, saying, O my Father,
if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me: nevertheless
not as I will, but as thou wilt.
Matthew 26.39

9
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will, O my God’ (Psalm 40.8; cf. Hebrew 10.7, 9).
Only voluntary sufferings could be acceptable
to the Father as a sacrifice for sin.
Entering the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus
left eight of His disciples at the entrance and
gave them the admonition, ‘Sit ye here, while
I go and pray yonder’ (Matthew 26.36). Seeing
and hearing the Saviour’s attitude these eight
must have understood that their Master was
in great sorrow.
When He goes into deeper solitude with the
other three, it becomes all the more evident
that His agony is great. And He ‘began to

Gethsemane related to the sorrows of the
cross? The sufferings on the cross were the
most intense. The sufferings of the Lord in the
Garden of Gethsemane were rooted in the
anticipation of the sufferings on the cross.
The gloomy darkness of Gethsemane was the
beginning, the shadow of doleful Calvary!
One may enter somewhat more fully into the
nature of Christ’s sorrows by considering the
character of His garden prayers. There is a vital
and organic relationship between His sorrows
and His prayers. In these prayers, the anxious
concern of His agony was the cup which His
Father gave Him to drink.

The traditional site of the garden of Gethsemane in Jerusalem

be sore amazed, and to be very heavy’
(Mark 14.33). These three disciples seemed
to have been His truest friends on earth.
They were once with Him on the Mount of
Transfiguration, where they beheld His glory.
Now they are again with Him and behold His
sorrows.
Jesus does here what He had never done
before. He was wont to bear His grief in
secret, but now He opens up to His disciples:
‘My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto
death’ (Matthew 26.38). Here was an anguish
and agony so overwhelming that it could no
longer be concealed.
Questions may be asked about the nature
of His sorrows. How are the sorrows of

All throughout His life here on earth He was
the Man of Sorrows, acquainted with grief.
However, now a fuller view than ever of the
cup’s contents—along with the prospect
of the immediate drinking of the same—
increased His sorrows so that there was no
sorrow like unto His sorrow.
The way in which the figure of the cup is used
also illustrates the relation of the Father to the
sufferings of the Son. The Father presented
and gave the cup to the Son. The Son looked
into the cup, and He viewed its awful contents.
The Son received the cup from the Father.
He brought it to His lips and drank the bitter
contents until the cup was completely empty.
What bitterness the cup contained for the

10
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Son of the Father’s love! He had to endure the
Father’s curse in order to deliver His people
from it and to procure the Father’s blessing
for them. He experienced the Father’s wrath
and anger against sin, and against Himself
as the Sin-Bearer, the withdrawal of all hope
and comfort, and finally the Father’s forsaking
caused Him to cry, ‘My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?’ (Matthew 27.46).
This was the only way wrath and anger could
be taken away from sinners, and it was the
only way God’s love could rest upon His
children in harmony with His truth and justice.

relief in the hour of His agony. ‘And he went a
little further, and fell on his face, and prayed,
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will,
but as thou wilt’ (Matthew 26.39).

Moreover, on this basis alone can there be the
guarantee that the Lord will never forsake His
people.
Being near the brink, the anticipation of
the unfathomable woe of the cup of fiery
agony made Him start and shrink. With
such sorrow coming to climax, being fully
human, He sought the company of His three
most intimate followers. But if ever, now
human help was vain. Then He withdrew in
solitude most deep. Away from the city where
hosannas had recently filled the air, He had
left the company of the eight who had just
taken frail vows never to forsake Him, and
now He turned from the three men in whom
there was no help at all.
He turned to His Father as the only source of

spirit was willing, but truly the flesh was weak.
Contemplating these sufferings of the Saviour,
Isaac Watts was once compelled to utter,
‘Love so amazing, so Divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!’1
Love so amazing, so divine, speaks so
compellingly to you: ‘My son [my daughter],
give me thine heart’ (Proverbs 23.26).
May the Spirit of grace and of supplications
be your portion, and you will look upon Him
whom you have pierced! What a blessedness
is there in such a look!

There was an intense desire in the Redeemer
that the cup be taken away. Yet He became
obedient, even unto death. Love for the
Father and love for the people of His eternal
good pleasure made Him take the cup with
all its dread and woe. However, the disciples,
including Peter, could not watch with Him for
even one hour. Slumber filled their eyes. The

Endnotes:
1. Isaac Watts, ‘When I survey the wondrous cross’,
Charles Snepp, ed., Songs of Grace and Glory (London,
England: James Nisbet and Co., 1888), 235.
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Editorial Report
by Philip J. D. Hopkins
Editorial Director

Introduction
‘Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be
not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with
thee whithersoever thou goest’ (Joshua 1.9).

T

his verse has a particular resonance with those of us in the Society who have
to travel as an integral part of our roles. This command of the Lord to Joshua
highlights the need for God’s people, especially those in positions of leadership,
to be strong in the Lord and to be courageous in God’s work. The verse also exhorts
us not to be afraid or dismayed in the service of the Lord. The grand reason given to
Joshua—and by extension to all the Lord’s people to whom this promise is given—of
why they should be strong and courageous and not be afraid or dismayed is because
the Lord their God is with His people wherever they go.
In the month of November it was the privilege of the General Secretary and me to
travel to the United States of America and to Spain for a series of meetings, primarily
related to the editorial work of the Society. Back home, in reflecting upon almost three
weeks of travelling, I was struck by the way in which the Lord has blessed the Society
with men of considerable ability, who work alongside us to prepare faithful editions
of God’s Word in different languages. They hold to the same principles as we do
concerning the way in which the Word of God should be translated and to the same
textual basis for translation: the Hebrew Masoretic text for the Old Testament and to
the Greek Received text for the New.
Whilst there may be a lot to discourage us in the poor state of much of what is termed
Christianity in the Western world, for the staff of the Society who travel to different
countries it is an encouragement to meet with individuals and organisations that
support our work. It is especially encouraging to work alongside gifted individuals,
who, in the fear of the Lord, give much time and attention to translating and revising
the Scriptures of Truth. The projects reported on here are all ones for which we had
meetings during the recent visits to Spain and the USA.

12
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Chinese

One of the main
purposes of our visit
to the USA was to lead the first
three days of a five-day Chinese
Bible conference held in our
Branch office in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. On the opening day and on
the second day we were able to have very
useful meetings with our two translators.
According to the usual format developed
for such meetings we began with prayer,
and after opening remarks received an
up-to-date status on progress. Thus far
our Chinese Bible team have completed
the Gospel according to John and Paul’s
Epistles to the Romans and the Ephesians.
They have nearly completed the final draft
of Matthew, which was their main focus
during the conference.
We always review the nature of the
translation work being carried out in these
meetings. This is particularly important
in Chinese where our edition will be the
first direct translation from the Hebrew
Masoretic and Greek Received text into
modern literary Chinese. It was again
reiterated to us that whilst the Chinese
Union Version (CUV) is a powerful Bible
expressed in beautiful literary language, it
is not very accurate to the original Biblical
languages. Our new Chinese text will retain
the key ecclesiastical and theological terms
used in the CUV, but it is a more literal
translation from the original Greek.
In all of our Bible translation and revision
conferences we review the methodology
employed and go through the steps
the translator follows in preparing the
text of their translation. This allows us
to understand the process of translation
they are employing and enables us to
give suitable guidance when necessary.
Any Bible translation needs several review
stages and our Chinese Bible project is
no exception. In addition to peer review
within the team, we are blessed to have

the support of several Chinese seminary
students based in the USA, who act as
independent external reviewers. In this
regard on the third day of the conference
we interviewed a third gentleman with a
view to him joining the team as a part-time
original languages reviewer.
We also discussed the plans for preparing,
typesetting, printing and publishing the
Chinese Gospel according to John and a
Chinese translation of the Society’s article
The Lord gave the Word. Typesetting and
printing are due to take place in China.
Both the Gospel and the article are
undergoing final review prior to being sent
to the typesetters. The Gospel will include a
short publisher’s introduction and a longer,
more scholarly translator’s preface. The
latter explains in some detail the textual
basis and translation principles employed
in our edition as opposed to that used in
the CUV and other extant Chinese Bibles.
God willing, both the Gospel and the article
will be published in the first half of 2016.
Please pray for the Chinese translation
team and the supporting reviewers as they
seek to prepare a faithful edition of God’s
Word in Mandarin Chinese, a language
which has close to 1,000 million native
speakers.

Mongolian

During
our visit
to the USA we were able to
have a meeting to discuss the
Mongolian New Testament;
just two days prior to this
meeting the translation work
was completed in Mongolia, for which we
give thanks and praise to our God. We are
also grateful for the sacrificial labours of our
translator and the team of native Mongolian
speakers who worked on this project over
the last seven years or so.
The Mongolian New Testament work
has been carried out in partnership with
FirstBible International. However, this
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translation will be subject to all the usual
checks by the Society’s Editorial Team as it
will be published under the joint copyright
of the Trinitarian Bible Society and FirstBible
of Mongolia. God willing, there will be two
printings: the main printing to be carried
out locally in Mongolia, with a smaller
quantity being printed in the USA. We pray
that the final checking, typesetting and
printing will be concluded in good time so
that the first Mongolian New Testament
translated directly and entirely from the
Greek Received Text will be made available
as soon as possible in 2016.

New Testament: the satisfactory finalisation
of the typeset copy, an excellent quality
of printing and binding and the rapid safe
distribution of the printed copies.

Amharic

It was a great
pleasure to
be able to meet with our
Amharic Bible translator,
who emigrated to the USA
earlier this year. He needs
our prayers as he seeks to settle into a new
environment. We are thankful that he is
still full of enthusiasm and commitment as
he labours on preparing a new translation
of the Amharic Bible. Remarkably he is
already looking to assemble two or three
teams of proofreaders in the USA, as well as
continuing to use the established team of
about ten proofreaders based in London.
Despite the move he has maintained his
focus on translating the New Testament and
has largely completed the translation of the
four Gospels and the first epistle of John.
The transition of his work to the USA has
been greatly facilitated by the free use of the
office at the church which he attends, and
he and the Society are very thankful for this
wonderful provision.

Spanish

Although the
primary reason
for our visit to Spain was to
attend the Society’s half-yearly
Spanish Bible conference, we
also had prior discussions in
the USA concerning the final preparations of
the Spanish New Testament. We were able
to meet with the printers which we hope
will print this publication, and to finalise
questions relating to its final format. At the
time of writing the main body of the text
of the Spanish New Testament has been
typeset and just the preliminary pages
remain to be finalised. We are also waiting
for a sample signature of 64 pages to be
printed for our review.
It is anticipated that in the coming years,
with the Lord’s help and blessing, we shall
print hundreds of thousands of Spanish
New Testaments to meet the great demand
for this new revision of the historic ReinaValera Bible, which, as mentioned in an
earlier report, will be known as the RV-SBT
(Reina-Valera Sociedad Bíblica Trinitaria).
God willing, the public launch of the RVSBT New Testament is due to take place
on Saturday 23 April 2016 in Madrid. The
Society also has a wonderful opportunity
to distribute pre-publication copies of the
Spanish New Testament, one for each of the
1,500 pastors due to attend a conference
in early April 2016 in Colombia. We would
value the prayers of the Lord’s people for the
final stages in the publication of the Spanish

In late September 2015, after much delay
and the payment of extortionate levies
and fees amounting to £15,000 in total for
transportation, import and customs duties
and taxes, storage, etc., about 97,000 copies
of the Amharic Gospel according to John
arrived safely in Ethiopia. It is planned for
these copies to be distributed all over the
Republic of Ethiopia in the spring of 2016.
The distribution will be carried out through
meetings held at local churches across the
country, at which explanation will be given
as to why a new Amharic Bible is needed;
the principles upon which the Society’s new
translation has been prepared will also be
shared. Much prayer is needed for this visit
to Ethiopia.

French

One of the French Bible
revision team works
on our Spanish Bible revision as well, and
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so we were able to discuss
this project with him in Spain.
It was a time of tremendous
joy to the staff at the Society
and to our French Bible revision team
when 20,000 copies of the French Gospel
according to Matthew arrived at our new
premises on Monday 19 October. We are
thankful that the print quality was good and
that they could be approved for distribution
almost straightaway.
The publication of this Gospel is a major
milestone in our revision work on the
French Bible; even though it has taken much
longer than we would have wished to reach
this point, we must and do give thanks to
Almighty God. We are thankful that the
initial reaction to the publication of the
French Gospel according to Matthew has
largely been positive, although we would
welcome constructive feedback from French
speakers, whether positive or negative, as
this would help us in the preparation of the
rest of the New Testament.
Please join with us in praying that the
work on the remaining books of the New
Testament would go forward at a good
pace. The French Bible revision is one of
the projects which particularly seems to
attract the animosity of our great adversary,
the devil. Please therefore continue to
remember our French revision team before
the Throne of Grace.

Other Bibles

During
our
time in Grand Rapids, we also met with a
young man from Malawi, who is currently
undertaking theological training in the USA.
It is hoped that, in due course, he will be
part of a team to carry out a new translation
of the Scriptures into Chichewa directly
from Biblical Hebrew and Greek. On our
travels we also took in discussions about our
published Bibles in Catalan and Nepali. In all,
much was accomplished.

Conclusion

We are
thankful
to the Lord for journeying mercies during
these visits to the USA and Spain with over
14,000 miles travelled by aeroplane and a
further 500 miles taken by car. We count it
a privilege to have had so many meetings
with our Bible translators and revisers, with
partners in the work of Bible translation and
publication, and with TBS staff and auxiliary
personnel based in the USA. Truly we can
say that we are engaged in a great work: to
publish and distribute the Holy Scriptures
throughout the world in many languages
for the Glory of God and the Increase of His
Kingdom! ‘Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us,
but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy,
and for thy truth’s sake’ (Psalm 115.1).

Chinese Words of Life Calendarr

A

s a part of our ongoing Chinese project, the Society is currently
considering producing our popular Words of Life Calendar
in Chinese. The Words of Life, with an attractive full colour
photograph and Scripture verse for each month, is currently
available in twenty-two languages.
We would be interested in hearing from those who would benefit
from the Words of Life Calendar in Chinese to help us gauge the
feasibility of this possible addition to our range.

155

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record

The Treasury
From David J. Broome
Resources Director

T

he treasury in the ancient Jewish temple
was not merely the place where the
people’s gifts were deposited (Mark
12.41, 43; Luke 21.1), but also where the
treasures of gold and silver and the vessels
of brass and iron were stored, including the
spoils gathered when God’s enemies were
defeated (Joshua 6.19, 24). The nineteenthcentury preacher Charles Spurgeon called his
commentary on the Psalms The Treasury of
David; and we might well say that the whole
Bible is ‘the Treasury of God’: far more precious
than all the fine metals found in the temple
treasury.

treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency
of the power may be of God, and not of us’
(2 Corinthians 4.7). So we see the order reversed
and the treasure is now put into the vessels.
We often describe the Society as a ‘handmaid’
to the churches; therefore there is a certain
sense in which the Society is a vessel in which
the Word has been deposited to be faithfully
translated, published and
distributed—this is a great
responsibility and we seek
your prayers, particularly for
those involved in translation
and revision work.
In 2 Kings 4 we read of how
Elisha instructed the widow
to borrow ‘not a few’ empty
vessels (v. 3) and how she
had her ‘treasure’ (the oil)
miraculously multiplied
in her vessels—which is a
beautiful illustration of how
the Lord works His grace,
freely given, undeserved
and unearned, in the
hearts of sinners through
his precious Word. Later
Elisha said to the widow,
‘Go, sell the oil, and pay
thy debt, and live thou and
thy children of the rest’
(2 Kings 4.7). This is exactly how the Lord has
sovereignly chosen to work in providence for the
Society over the past two years. He multiplied
the £0.800 million we paid for Tyndale House

left to right: Gary, Mark and Neil catching up with
packing after the move

The Apostle Paul reminds us how this
precious treasure is deposited in his servants
(2 Corinthians 4.5) for the proclamation of
the Gospel and his glory—‘But we have this
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in 1994 to the amazing figure of £5.325 million
in early 2014. After selling Tyndale House and
purchasing and building 29 Deer Park Road,
the Society has been able to restore its debt
to its Restricted Funds and
Endowment Fund.
Beyond this, we are now
projecting a UK General
Fund cash balance at the end
of 2015 of around £0.350
million (of which around
£0.250 million arises from
the net proceeds of the
Property Project), and we
expect to receive around
£140,000 per annum in rent
from letting out our adjacent
building, John Wycliffe
House, 29 Deer Park Road.
We certainly cannot ‘live’ from
this provision alone, and we
remain totally dependent
on the rich providence
of our God through our
supporters; but nevertheless,
it is a wonderful provision
which will certainly help the
Society’s finances from 2016
onwards.

wonderful dealings with the Society during
our Property Project. We trust that many of our
friends and supporters will be able to join with
us to ‘praise the LORD for his goodness, and for

left to right: Nicole, Louise and Michael shortly
after moving in

We moved to our new offices at William Tyndale
House, 29 Deer Park Road, during the week
commencing 19 October 2015. Through the
Lord’s great mercy, it went remarkably well,
although we have had a number of teething
problems since the move which have hindered
our ability to get back on top of despatching our
orders as quickly as we would like. Please accept
our sincere apologies if you have been affected
by this. The new building is a great blessing and
a very pleasant environment to work in. We trust
that under God’s hand it will prove to be a major
step forward for the Society, and that we shall
see future days of great prosperity for the Word
of God as it goes forth among the nations from
our new Headquarters in London.
We warmly welcome you to our Open House
and Thanksgiving Service on 13 February 2016,
God willing—more details are given elsewhere
in this Quarterly Record. On that occasion, we
hope to give a little testimony to the Lord’s

his wonderful works to the children of men!’
(Psalm 107.8).
Finally, in thinking of this—the Lord’s
providential grace so freely given to the Society
(cf. Romans 8.32)—we rejoice also in His greater
grace in giving His Word. God would have been
entirely just if He had condemned the world
in silence, but instead we have been given the
written word, and the incarnate Word ‘full of
grace and truth’ (John 1.14). ‘Thanks be unto
God for his unspeakable gift’ (2 Corinthians
9.15). It is the continual burden of the Society’s
staff and General Committee that more and
more Scriptures, faithfully translated, might go
forth to the needy peoples of the earth for their
eternal good and God’s glory.
We remain deeply thankful to all our members,
supporters and friends for their partnership
with us in this work, practically, financially, and
especially in prayer. We gratefully acknowledge
receipt of anonymous gifts totalling £40,094.13
for the period June to September 2015
(Matthew 6.4).
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‘from a
child...’

The sermon preached
at the 184th Annual
General Meeting
by Pastor M. J. Harley
Member of the Society’s General
Committee
Timothy’s knowledge of the

edited for publication

Scriptures

W

T

he second letter which Paul wrote to
Timothy did not have a date on it. It
was not the done thing in those days to be
so definite as to give a date. So it has been
tantalising to people all along the years
since to determine when it was written.
Some think it was the year AD 58, some
in the year 59, some a year or two or four
or five later. We know that the Lord Jesus
Christ began to minister when He was,
in the words of the Gospel according to
Luke 3.23, ‘about thirty years of age’, and
we know that His ministry lasted for
three years. So assuming this second letter
from Paul to Timothy was written about
AD 63, it was about thirty years after the
crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of
the Saviour.

e refer together to the
Scriptures in 2 Timothy 3.15:
‘And that from a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures, which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus’.
I was taught at school to write
compositions, to write essays, and to write
other things as well, and more particularly
to write letters. But I did not like writing
letters. Regardless of how good a letter you
wrote for your exercise, even if it was your
best work, if you did not put the date on it
the teacher would only give you one out of
ten. So to this day if I am writing a letter,
particularly one that I want people to keep
or that is important, I write the date: day,
date, month, year.

Just thirty years: if you are under thirty
years old that would seem a long time.
18
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But thirty years old to someone as
ancient as myself or anybody over sixty
is still very young. If this letter was
written in AD 63—about thirty years
after the death and resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ—and if Timothy was,
say, thirty at the time, he might have
been born in the year the Lord Jesus
Christ was crucified. If he would be a
bit older, he might have been a toddler
at the time of the Resurrection; or he
might have been younger than thirty
and thus not born during the Saviour’s
time on earth.
Timothy was brought up in a place called
Lystra, in the district called Iconium,
which was part of Galicia—in what is
now part of Turkey. In chapter 3 we note
that Timothy had fully known of Paul’s
persecutions, his afflictions at Antioch,
Iconium and Lystra. Acts 14 speaks of
a man in Lystra who was a cripple, who
would never have walked. He listened to
Paul preaching, and Paul saw that he had
faith to be healed, and he was healed in
the sight of many. But the people, rather
than recognising the true God, thought
that Paul and Barnabas were their gods
who had come down to them, and rushed
to bring garlands to put around their
necks. Paul told them that he had come to
deliver them from all this sort of nonsense.
Not long after that, the people came
from Antioch and Iconium, where Paul
ministered before, and that very night the
people of Lystra threw stones at Paul until
they believed him to be dead.
I wonder how old Timothy was at
that time. He knew about Paul’s being
stoned; he might have learned about it
subsequently but perhaps he had been
there and heard Paul preach the gospel.
Regardless, when Timothy became a
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ—when
he himself put his trust in the Lord Jesus—
he knew what the possible score might be:

stoning; being chased and hunted down in
his own town; possible death.
Paul tells us (1.5) that the faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ which was first in Timothy’s
grandmother, Lois, and then in his
mother, Eunice, was also in Timothy as
well. If there are any grandparents here,
do pray for your grandchildren and teach
them the Scriptures. We do not know how
long after grandmother Lois heard the
gospel of the Lord Jesus that she entrusted
herself to Him. It may have been before
or after her daughter Eunice believed; she
may have been instrumental in Eunice
coming to the Saviour. It might only have
been a matter of days; she may have gone
home and said, ‘I believe the Lord Jesus
Christ fulfils the Scriptures of the Old
Testament’. We know that Eunice was a
believer when Timothy was a very young
infant: the word in our text that says
‘from a child thou hast known the holy
scriptures’ means ‘since being an infant’:
one still taking milk from the breast. She
instructed Timothy in the Scriptures from
infancy.
We have an incentive as grandmothers,
grandfathers, fathers and mothers to teach
the children the Scriptures. And young
and old alike will want to try and learn
and master as many of the Scriptures as
we can—studying, learning, memorising
as we go.
It is interesting that when Paul says that
‘from a child thou hast known the holy
scriptures’, neither Paul nor Timothy knew
all the Holy Scriptures that we have. Parts
of the New Testament were still being
written—indeed, Paul himself was writing
some of them, including this letter. It is the
Old Testament that is being spoken about
here by Paul. The equally inspired New
Testament, with its explanation of the Old,
was yet to be completed.
19
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Timothy received this letter he was a
grown man, a minister: perhaps only
thirty, but a grown up, an adult minister.
So what did Paul mean when he wrote
that the scriptures ‘are able to make thee
wise unto salvation’? Timothy was already
saved, wasn’t he? Of course, he was.

Learning the Scriptures

I

never knew personally Tom Rees, the
evangelist, but I used to listen to him
preach. It was said that he could recite
the whole of the New Testament in
Greek—the original language in which it
was written. So much for being a mere
evangelist!
Children, young people, adults: how
firm is your grip on the Scriptures? I got
into trouble once when I was speaking
to the undergraduates at a university in
London. I said to them that I thought
their understanding of the Bible ought to
equal the level of their understanding of
their own subject of choice at university.
And my question to you is: how well
do you know the Scriptures? Is your
understanding of them as good as of
arithmetic and maths, or as good as of
English, as good as of Latin or French?
As good as of IT? As good as of any
other subject? Because these words, these
Scriptures, will do far more for you than
all those other things put together. Other
things may earn you your living, but we
are thinking here about everlasting life; we
are thinking here about spiritual life.

The Scriptures lead us
to the Lord Jesus and
into knowledge of and a
relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ. But this is just
the entrance to years of
service in this world, and
into life everlasting.
The Scriptures lead us to the Lord Jesus
and into knowledge of and a relationship
with the Lord Jesus Christ. But this is
just the entrance to years of service in
this world, and into life everlasting. Once
we are saved, those same Scriptures are
going continually, under the instruction
of the Spirit of Christ, to show us how to
live, where to go, what to do, how to do
it. These Scriptures had brought Timothy
to a knowledge of salvation and were
growing him in salvation.

I did not know the Scriptures from a
child, not from infancy. I was not brought
under the sound of the Gospel until I was
fifteen, almost sixteen, and I was sixteen
when I was saved. I regret very much that
I did not have the Scriptures in those early
days. I am thankful that I was saved when
I was, but looking back I think I would
have done better if I had known the Bible
from those early days. But the Lord has
everything in hand.

In various places Paul writes about
terrible things on earth: they lived in
fearful times. We also live in days that are
dangerous: spiritually every temptation
will drag us down; if it isn’t alcohol, it
is drugs; if it isn’t drugs, it is smoking;
if it isn’t smoking, it is blaspheming; if
it isn’t blaspheming; it is abandoning
the Lord’s Day or breaking other of the
Ten Commandments. There are many
different attacks upon the faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and unless you walk

If you ‘from a child’ have learned the
Scriptures, do not throw it all away,
because, as Paul writes to Timothy, ‘the
holy scriptures…are able to make thee
wise unto salvation’. At the time that
20
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with the Lord Jesus as you read the
Scriptures, you will go down under them.

Knowing the Scriptures

T

he people at the Trinitarian Bible
Society love the Holy Scriptures,
knowing that the Word of God is able
to make people wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Jesus Christ. As
mentioned earlier, the word ‘salvation’ in
the Bible is sometimes used, not about
our initially being saved, but about being
finally changed and redeemed and taken
into the presence of the glory of the Lord
Jesus and His Father. There we will dwell
for evermore where there is no pain,
no suffering, no tears, no crying; where
everything is perfect, nothing is boring
and everything is continually being made
new. The Scriptures make us wise unto
salvation.
But before I go on, I want to plead with
you, whatever age you are: to be sure that
you have entered into that initial salvation
of which the Scriptures speak. There is a
danger: the Lord Jesus Christ said to the
Jews of his time, ‘search the scriptures;
for in them ye think ye have eternal life:
and they are they which testify of me’. But
he also said, ‘ye will not come to me, that
ye might have life’ (John 5.39-40). The
Lord Jesus Himself makes a distinction
between knowing the Scriptures, and
actually believing that they are His eternal
word and coming to Him and being saved.
What I am pleading with you is that,
whatever our age, we must make it a great,
great priority to come to the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself, to get to know Him.
Now you may think, it would be nice to
know the Lord Jesus. But how can we
know the Lord Jesus? The answer to that
is very simple: we are spirit and God is
Spirit and the Spirit of the Lord Jesus
Christ is the Spirit; His Spirit talks to our

spirits, our hearts, deep down within us,
in our soul. We get to know the Lord Jesus
Christ when we come with hearts broken
because of our sins, repenting of them and
turning from them. In a nutshell: the Lord
Jesus came to deal with sin; anything else
we think is nice about the Lord Jesus is
irrelevant compared with why He came.
He came to take away sin: your sin; my sin.
If that has not been done in your life, you
are not a Christian; you are not Christ’s
man, you are not Christ’s woman, you are
not Christ’s boy, you are not Christ’s girl.
You do not need me to tell your sins. A
minister certainly does not need to hear
your confession. You know when you have
broken the commandments of the Lord:
when you have lied, when you have stolen.
Grown-ups: if you committed adultery,
if you did not keep the Lord’s Day, you
will know. You will know whether there
is a cruel streak in you. Children: you will
know whether there is within you that
taunts other boys and girls. You do not
need me to tell you. Whether the Holy
Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ convicts you
or not, you stand condemned to eternal
death by the Living God, the Father of the
Lord Jesus Christ. You are in great danger.
The Word says, ‘God is angry with the
wicked every day’ (Psalm 7.11), and we
are wicked. But it needn’t stay like that:
the same Holy Spirit of God may awake
in you a deep loathing of your sin, a deep
desire that this sin should be borne by the
Saviour and not carried by you; that you
should be fundamentally changed. And
the delight: the sheer delight of knowing
that your sins have been forgiven by the
Lord Jesus Christ and that the Father in
heaven has forgiven you because Jesus
died upon the cross to make an atonement
for your sins! You have brought your sins
to Him and those sins are cleared from
your record and your life itself is changed.
It is not, of course, that you will never sin
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again: there is a fountain of sin that keeps
coming. But your sin has been dealt with
by the Lord. So the Scriptures teach us that
it is not just mere knowledge of the Bible,
but knowing the Saviour, the Friend of
sinners, the Captain of our salvation. This
is the most important thing of all.
We come to the Father by Jesus the Son.
The Lord Jesus Christ came to die for
sinners. Are you going to remain in your
sins and, in that terrible expression that
Jesus used, perhaps ‘die in your sins’
(John 8.24)? The person who knows the
Lord Jesus Christ and who knows that
great weight lifted from his shoulders,
who knows that he can come freely
and openly into the presence of the
Father by His dear and only begotten
Son the Lord Jesus Christ, will go on in
life and will walk with Him and seek to
understand from the Scriptures every
single thing about life.
You can walk through life free; you can
walk through life knowing that the Lord
is on your side; you can walk through
life knowing that He is ordering your
way, that a convoy of love surrounds
you and that He will never let you go.
The Lord Jesus said, ‘as the Father hath
loved me, so have I loved you: continue in
my love’ (John 15.9).

them; they have found freedom in the
Lord Jesus Christ and they are really free.
They are the ones that know the Bible best.
Now it is, of course, within God’s power
to use unbelievers for His purposes; Cyrus
the Persian king (2 Chronicles 36.22ff ;
Isaiah 44.28, 45.1) is an example in the
Bible. He can use an unbeliever to give
out Bibles. But the unbeliever is perhaps
thinking, ‘I think it will do you good, but
it won’t do me any good’. The person who

It does not matter how young
or old you are, if you have
found the Saviour and if you
have loved the Scriptures
then you desire with all your
heart that the Scriptures
should be made available to
every man, woman, boy or
girl in the world
knows the Lord Jesus Christ, who has
been loved by Him and forgiven, loves the
Scriptures from cover to cover because
it is all written about his Saviour and his
Friend, the Lord Jesus Christ. They are
eager to read it themselves, and they also
want everybody else to read it.

Sharing the Scriptures

S

o, who do you think will love the Bible
best? Surely the answer has to be:
those who have been able through the
same Scriptures to come to the Lord Jesus
Christ, whom He has found and whom
He has delivered from their sins. They
are the ones who love the Bible best: they
are the ones who read it every day and
as they read it look to the Lord Jesus for
Him to explain it by His Spirit and bring
something to their minds to use that day.
They love the Lord Jesus and He loves

It does not matter how young or old you
are, if you have found the Saviour and
if you have loved the Scriptures then
you desire with all your heart that the
Scriptures should be made available to
every man, woman, boy or girl in the
world. And you can today begin to pray
that that might happen. Begin to think
that this is something that is really your
mission in life: to make the Bible available
22
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to as many other people as possible,
particularly those who have not yet had
the advantage that you had out of it.
But that is only the beginning as far as
prayer is concerned as well. Somebody
has to translate the Bible. We have had
our Authorised (King James) Version for
more than four hundred years, but there
are many countries in the world which are
yet to have a Bible in their own language.
Therefore you can pray for those who are
translating the Bible. You can pray for
those countries which have no Bible, or
no one to translate the Bible; you can pray
not only for the translators, but for the
people who read it thoroughly to ensure
that it is done properly and well. Many
Bible translations are not good enough—
they may suffice for the time being, but
nine out of ten is not good enough. A
translation needs to be as near to the mark
of ten out of ten as possible: it needs to be
very close to the original language texts.
We want those who love the Scriptures,
of whatever age, to pray also for the
typesetting and printing of the Bibles—
because it is easy to make mistakes in
typesetting and printing—and then to
pray for the Bibles to be taken to the
countries where they are needed. Then
you can pray that the Bibles will be
distributed in those countries where they
are needed.
Thus your job has only just begun. And
once the Bibles are translated well and
distributed in other countries, you have
only just begun to pray. You have had
the Bible for a long time—maybe ‘from
a child’. But until the Spirit moved your
heart that you should come to the Lord
Jesus Christ it was just words to you. Or
perhaps you did not even read it. When
Bibles are being distributed to others,
perhaps they will stay underneath a heap
of clothes in some home; perhaps they

will stay unopened on a shelf. Perhaps the
recipients are pleased to have it, but they
do not read it. Pray that they would be
saved like you have been saved.
But what else can we do?

Recognising the Scriptures

T

he first challenge then is that the Lord
may put it into the hearts of everyone
here to pray most earnestly that the Bible
will go into all the world: the Word of God
among all nations. The TBS is a distinctive
Bible Society: we distribute the Authorised
Version in English-speaking countries,
and in other countries we distribute those
translations that are likewise based on the
Hebrew Masoretic Text and on the Greek
Received Text.
What is that all about? I have not time
to go into it all, but I wonder if there are
some among you who would be curious
enough to delve into the whole matter of
why one Bible translation is better than
another. If a friend of yours uses a different
Bible version from the one that you have,
how can you tell him or her that the
Authorised Version is better?
Beyond any doubt the Authorised
Version is the best translation there has
ever been in the English language. Not
only that, but in world standings it has
been said that this translation is probably
the best that has ever been made in any
language. So we may have the best Bible
there is here in the English language.
Why go for a second best?
It is all right to take your minister’s word
for it. You take people’s word for all
sorts of things, particularly when you
are young. But there will come a time
when it will be very important for you
to understand how we got our Bible
and how it was translated. Believing
men and women and boys and girls
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should increasingly be learning about
manuscripts and translations.
The Bible was written in Hebrew in the
Old Testament and Greek in the New, and
copied by hand in early days, and many
sought to ensure that the copies were
correct and matched the original. But there
was a man called Gaius (or Caius),1 living
within 180 and 200 years after Christ,
who records that he and his catechetical
teacher had good and proper copies
of the New Testament; but they knew
of four other men who not only made
mistakes when copying the Scriptures
but created mistakes, and then made
copies with mistakes. Thus by the end
of AD 200 there were copies of the
Scriptures being circulated that were
false and wrong. Many of them were
falsified for doctrinal purposes: people
who did not believe that the Lord Jesus
Christ was God changed every reference
they could find to this doctrine and passed
those manuscripts down. In the providence
of God it is possible, even at this distance in
time, to know good copies from bad ones.

it is just possible that there is someone
here who has it—those with the gift of
language. I have always wondered at those
who, when faced with Italian or French
or Portuguese or Spanish, deal with them
quite happily; they never confuse the one
with the other. To some it is all so simple.
But it is not like that to me!

The Scriptures learnt from a
child can be built on as you
grow up. But even if you
learnt them for the first time
later in life, with the Lord’s
help you can make up time.
If you have a linguistic gift, the sort of gift
which enables you to cope comfortably
with multiple languages, and the Lord is
putting in your heart to use this gift for
Him, go for it! There are lots of languages
in the world that need the Scriptures. But
if you are going to go for it, you have got
to begin with Hebrew and Greek. You
need to be able to understand Hebrew
and Greek so well that you will not be
floundering for the easiest words in
these languages. And you must know the
receptor language—the language you are
translating into.

But I am not going to tell you the whole
history of how can we can be sure because
it is something I want you to delve into
for yourself: to know why we use the
best Greek and Hebrew texts for the
translations into other languages, and to
know why the AV is the Bible in English
that we like most.

Translating the Scriptures

Now this may well be beyond all of us
here, but maybe some here—maybe you—
have that flair for language. Perhaps you
feel stuck with how to use it: the best you
can come up with is being an interpreter
at the United Nations, but perhaps you do
not want to do that. If the Lord has saved
you through the Scriptures, you love the
Scriptures and want them to be distributed
round the world. And if the Lord has
given you that gift of language you can do

M

aybe the Lord will put it into your
heart some day to work for TBS. It
might be as a secretary: think of how good
it would be to be a secretary who helps
with the distribution of the Scriptures.
From time to time jobs like that come up
at TBS, and other jobs too.
But there are people with a rare gift that
TBS needs—and I speak about it because
24
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something that relatively few people can
do: you can translate. So give yourself to
the Lord who is already your Saviour and
pursue it.
The Scriptures learnt from a child can
be built on as you grow up. But even if
you learnt them for the first time later
in life, with the Lord’s help you can
make up time. The Scriptures make us
‘perfect, throughly furnished’ (2 Timothy
3.17). That is a good word to consider:
furnished. It means prepared, absolutely
prepared for something.
Let me tell you something which I do as
a preacher: preparation. I was not saved
until I was sixteen, but we learnt English
in school much earlier—from early
childhood—and we were taught all sorts
of things about the language. I was not all
that keen to learn English and all its parts
when I was younger. But some years later,
when I was just beginning my ministry,
my pastor encouraged me to write all
my sermons out in full. Three sermons
a week, perhaps four: it was tough and I
prayed very earnestly to the Lord whether
that should be the way I should continue.
But I found all that learning of English had
helped make me ‘throughly furnished’:
fitted out for a job. The English came
automatically.
When you are an organist you learn
to play with hands, feet, the lot. It is
so complex, so difficult, but you soon
get throughly furnished, able to cope
with ease with hands and feet and
expressions and listening. Learning to
drive; hands, feet, forwards, backwards,

looking, judging speeds of others: it is a
terribly complex thing. But when you are
throughly furnished you can do it without
even thinking. The thinking is there; but
you are not consciously thinking about it.
You are just doing it.
When a man is so thoroughly furnished
with the Bible, with the Scriptures—I
won’t say he does it automatically but by
the grace of the Spirit he is able to do the
will of God. If the Lord is calling you, do
not struggle. Follow, yield, love, obey.

Conclusion

I

wonder how many of you love the
Authorised Version but have not joined
the Society. Lots of people support various
political or charitable organisations but
do not join those parties or organisations.
We would love to know that we have the
support, the allegiance, the commitment,
the definitive interest of those who share
our principles. If that is you, do join; ask
about membership of this Society which
the Lord is blessing. Maybe one day at the
AGM we shall see this church filled; but
whether we do or whether we don’t, we
may share in that work today.
May the Lord bless us all. Amen.

Endnote:
1. John Burgon, The Revision Revised
(London, England: John Murray, 1883),
pp. 323-324.
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The Apostle of England
A paper prepared by Dr David Allen
presented at the Society’s 184th Annual
General Meeting
by Darren Cadapen, Editorial Assistant
edited for publication
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I

t was on 6 October 1536 that
William Tyndale, having spent a
very uncomfortable year imprisoned
in Vilvorde Castle near Antwerp,
Belgium, was escorted to his death. There
they tied him to the stake and strangled
him to death, and then in that public place
burned his body. But his voice was not
silenced. In the providence of God, 90%
of our wonderful and majestic Authorised
Version New Testament comes from the pen
of William Tyndale, the great and mighty
Bible translator.

and people were shrouded in a mist of
superstition.
The Bible was an unknown book to all but
the elite clergy. Tyndale entered Magdalen
Hall (now Hertford College), Oxford in
1505, and became skilled in seven languages:
Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanish,
English, and French; and whichever he
spoke, ‘you would suppose it was his native
tongue’.3 But even there the study of Scripture
was discouraged, for we find Tyndale
writing,
they have ordained that no man shall
look on the Scripture, until he be
noselled in heathen learning eight
or nine years, and armed with false
principles, with which he is clean
shut out of the understanding of the
Scripture.4

From his prison cell Tyndale wrote to
his friend, John Frith—himself awaiting
martyrdom in England—
For I call God to record against the
day we shall appear before our Lord
Jesus, to give a reckoning of our doings,
that I never altered one syllable of
God’s Word against my conscience,
nor would this day, if all that is in
the earth, whether it be pleasure,
honour or riches might be given me.
Moreover I take God to record to
my conscience that I desire of God
to myself, in this world, no more
than that without which I cannot
keep His laws.1
When a high-ranking and learned
Roman Catholic priest uttered the
blasphemous words, ‘We were better
to be without God’s laws than the
Pope’s’, Tyndale responded with those
memorable words, ‘I defy the pope
and all his laws… If God spare my
life, ere many years I will cause a boy that
driveth the plough to know more of the
Scriptures than thou dost’.2

Tyndale’s Preparation
Tyndale, like Calvin and Luther, had been
brought up in the Roman Catholic system,
in a country in which the church was at
its lowest ebb of spiritual vitality. And the
county of Gloucestershire where Tyndale
lived was a hive of popery. The clergy

Hertford College, Oxford

During the ten years Tyndale spent in
Oxford before his graduation in 1515, the
religious world began the transition from
medieval Romanism to the doctrines of the
Reformation. Tyndale grew and increased
in the knowledge of the Scriptures, so much
so that he began to expound the Scriptures
to the Fellows of Magdalen Hall. For him,
everything was brought to the touchstone
of Holy Scripture, and it was this attitude of
the authority, sufficiency, and supremacy of
the inspired Word which characterised the
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strength and vigour of his intellect. Foxe tells
us that his mind was singularly addicted to
the knowledge of the Scriptures.5

Tyndale never hesitated to express his own
opinions, which often differed from those
of his master’s guests, and in order to refute
their errors he would confront them with the
appropriate ‘open and manifest Scripture’.
Tyndale was a young man, fresh out of
college, tutor to the children of the house,
and here sitting around the table were all
sorts of dignitaries! Tyndale had many a
conversation with these men.

Leaving Oxford, Tyndale moved to
Cambridge, where Erasmus had taught from
1511–1514, and the influence of the learned
Dutchman was still powerful at Queen’s
College. Tyndale came under this influence,
and according to Foxe he was ‘further
ripened in the knowledge of God’.6 Tyndale
left Cambridge in 1521: that glorious year
in which Martin Luther was summoned
to Worms and made his wonderful stand
against the might of Rome.

Let me quote you part of such a conversation
from 1521.
“I tell you,” said a priest, “The
Scriptures are a labyrinth, a conjuring
book, wherein everybody finds what
he wants.” “Alas,” replied Tyndale,
“...they are an obscure book to you,
a thicket of thorns where you only
escape from the briers to be caught
in the brambles.” “No,” exclaimed
another priest, “Nothing is obscure to
us; it is we (the Church) who give the
Scriptures, and we who explain them
to you.” Replied Tyndale, “Do you
know who taught the eagles to spy out
their prey? Well, the same God teaches
His hungry children to spy out their
Lord and trace out the paths of His
feet and follow... And as for you, far
from having given us the Scriptures,
it is you who have hidden them from
us; it is you who burn those who teach
them and if you could you would burn
the Scriptures themselves.”8

Tyndale’s work begins
After leaving Cambridge, God led Tyndale
to Little Sodbury Manor, the home of Sir
John Walsh, where he was asked to be the
tutor to Sir John’s children. According to
John Foxe, Sir John
kept a good ordinary commonly
at his table, there resorted to him
many times sundry abbots, deans,
archdeacons, with divers other
doctors, and great beneficed men;
who there, together with Master
Tyndale sitting at the same table,
did use many times to enter into
communication, and talk of learned
men, such as Luther and Erasmus;
also of divers other controversies and
questions upon the Scripture.7

Tyndale country: Looking across the Severn Valley

28
28

Issue Number: 614 – January to March 2016
Tyndale was now a man of one Book. He
gave his life because of his love for the Word
of God, and because of his love for the Lord
Jesus Christ. He was a scholar, but a scholar
with a warm and sanctified heart, with a
concern for the ordinary people.
During these years there developed within
Tyndale a burning and compulsive burden
to translate the Bible into our mother tongue,
regardless of the prohibition imposed by the
Convocation of Canterbury. He once said, ‘I
have perceived by experience how, that it was
impossible to establish the lay people
in any truth except the Scriptures were
plainly laid before their eyes in their
mother tongue’.9
It soon became evident to Tyndale
that Little Sodbury would no longer
serve as a safe retreat for one who
gave such utterance to his lifelong
ambition. Therefore, in July 1523 he
left the Manor House at Little Sodbury
and travelled to London, eventually
becoming the guest of a godly
merchant, Humphrey Monmouth, in
whose home he began to translate the
Word of God into English. There, in
Monmouth’s library, he read the works
of Luther. Humphrey Monmouth
had a wharf underneath the present
Cannon Street Station, and barges
which God was going to use later on.

translating the Scripture from Erasmus’s
Greek edition of 1522. Towards the end of
1525, once he had completed the translation
of the New Testament, he found his way
to Cologne where he entered into an
arrangement with one of that town’s printers,
Peter Quentell, to print these Scriptures.
It was there that Johann Dobneck, one of
the bitterest opponents of the Reformation,
sought to frustrate the work of Tyndale. One
day, over much wine, Dobneck overheard
Quentell’s printers boasting confidently that

Tyndale's New Testament being printed in Cologne

Tyndale stayed a short time in the home
of Monmouth, but eventually realised his
need to leave. ‘I understood at the last not
only that there was no room in my Lord
of London’s palace to translate the New
Testament, but also that there was no place
to do it in all England’.10 There was only
one thing he could do, so in May 1524 the
Apostle of England left the country and the
people he loved, and he never saw either
again.

Tyndale the fugitive
Tyndale sailed to Europe, and at last arrived
at Hamburg where he began the work of

England would soon be Lutheran. Dobneck
plied them with more wine and learned that
in the press were three thousand copies of
the New Testament translated into English.
This latter-day Judas revealed the plot to
a senator of Cologne, Hermann Rinck, a
man well known to King Henry VIII and to
the Emperor Charles V. Rinck investigated
the issue and obtained an interdict to stop
the work. News of this reached the ears of
Tyndale, who immediately rushed to the
printers, seized the precious manuscripts,
and in September 1525 fled by ship up the
Rhine to Worms, a Lutheran stronghold.
Here the work recommenced at the press of
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it as a thing not having his full shape, but as
it were born afore his time, even as a thing
begun rather than finished’.12

Peter Schoeffer, and by the end of 1525 some
six thousand copies of the New Testament
had been printed at Worms and made ready
for distribution. The New Testaments came
into England smuggled through customs
in bales of cloth, in sacks of flour, in barrels
and cases of every kind, up the Thames to
Humphrey Monmouth’s wharf.

Cardinal Wolsey took steps to suppress the
seditious book. A search was made and all
copies of Tyndale’s New Testament were
ordered to be given up. At the same time
Fisher, the Bishop of Rochester, was charged
to preach at St. Paul’s Cross on 1 February
1526, denouncing the books as replete with
dangerous heresies. At the
conclusion of the sermon, at
which Wolsey was present,
and surrounded by a great
company of mitred abbots,
friars, and bishops, large
baskets of Tyndale’s heretical
New Testament were brought
out and burned.

Tyndale made the Bible speak straight to
the hearts of the common English people.
Tyndale's New Testament

The New Testaments were widely circulated
to the joy and comfort of many who had
long walked in darkness. Froude wrote of
Tyndale’s New Testament:

These public denunciations
and burnings served only
to increase demand for
Tyndale’s New Testament.
Wolsey determined to rid
England of all of the copies
of the ‘pestilent’ book,
and Bishop Tunstall even
commissioned a London merchant named
Packington to buy up all the copies he could
find in the city of Antwerp, and return them
to England to be burnt at St. Paul’s Cross.

The peculiar genius…which breathes
through it, the mingled tenderness
and majesty, the Saxon simplicity, the
preternatural grandeur, unequalled,
unapproached in the attempted
improvements of modern scholars, all
are here, and bear the impress of the
mind of one man—William Tyndale.11

Bitter opposition rapidly ensued, and
Tyndale took up his pen to answer his
critics. Cardinal Wolsey he named ‘Thomas
Wolfsee’ and ‘Caiaphas the Cardinal,’13
and Thomas More was that ‘Proctor of
Purgatory’. The bishops were, in Tyndale’s
words, ‘blind buzzards and shameless
hypocrites’.14

As a pioneer in English translation, Tyndale’s
task had been a lonely one, and one that
he considered incomplete. He wrote in the
prologue to his New Testament, ‘I had no
man to counterfeit, neither was holp with
English of any that had interpreted the same,
or such like thing in the scripture before
time’. He was aware of faults, saying, I ‘count

Demaus rightly says that the one word
which fits the life and work of Tyndale
is the word heroic... No mere scholar
would have lived as he lived, toiled
as he toiled, daring Churchmen and
Statesmen, braving peril and exile,
for the sake of God’s Good News in
England. The one grand aim of his
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life was to give to England a version
of the Scriptures in the language of
the people, and for that high purpose,
he had been quite content to bear the
pains of privation and run the risk of
martyrdom.15
From 1531 onwards, Tyndale’s security
was in jeopardy and for many months he
wandered up and down the Rhine like a
fugitive, hoping in that way to baffle the
ingenuity of his hostile pursuers. Even the
Low Countries had become a dangerous
place. The inquisition had spread and was
armed with unrestricted authority to seize all
suspected persons, and to try, confiscate, and
execute without any right of
appeal.
Eventually Tyndale settled
at Antwerp as the guest of
an influential citizen named
Thomas Poyntz, a warm and
true friend, who was able
to offer him protection by
reason of the privilege which
exempted citizens and their
guests from being arrested in
their houses. Inside Poyntz’s
house, Tyndale was safe.
There he returned with all
his energy to his great work
of translation—and the work
of revision and translation
would occupy Tyndale’s
attention to the last.

In that prison cell he wrote his final letter,
to the Marquis of Bergen. It gives us a real
clue to Tyndale’s manner of life and faith: he
remained strong even though he knew that
death was around the corner. It also gives
us a view of what it was like to be in a cell,
awaiting martyrdom.
…I beg your lordship, and that by
the Lord Jesus, that if I am to remain
here through the winter, you will
request the commissary to have the
kindness to send me, from the goods
of mine which he has, a warmer cap;
for I suffer greatly from cold in the
head, and am afflicted by a perpetual

Tyndale's death at Vilvoorde

Tyndale the Martyr

catarrh, which is much increased in
this cell; a warmer coat also, for this
which I have is very thin; a piece of
cloth too, to patch my leggings. My
overcoat is worn out; my shirts are
also worn out. He has a woollen shirt,
if he will be good enough to send
it. I have also with him leggings of a
thicker cloth to put on above; he has
also warmer night-caps. And I ask
to be allowed to have a lamp in the
evening; it is indeed wearisome sitting
alone in the dark. But most of all I

In May 1535 plans were laid to lure Tyndale
away from his safe refuge. Henry Phillips
had wormed his way into the confidence
and affections of Tyndale, pretending to
be a convert to the Protestant cause. He
invited Tyndale to join him for dinner, and
as Tyndale left the shelter of his friend’s roof
he was seized by two officers stationed either
side of the narrow entrance to the house. He
was arrested and taken to Vilvoorde Castle
in Belgium, where he spent his final year.
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was lit with a torch to blaze around his
strangled body. A martyr’s crown made a
fitting end to a life such as his had been.

beg and beseech your clemency to
be urgent with the commissary, that
he will kindly permit me to have a
Hebrew bible, Hebrew grammar, and
Hebrew dictionary, that I may pass the
time in that study.16
How beautifully reminiscent of the mighty
Apostle Paul, ‘Do thy diligence to come
shortly unto me… The cloke that I left at
Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring
with thee, and the books, but especially the
parchments’ (2 Timothy 4.9, 13).
There were no windows in the cell, and the
rain and the snow came in. There was no
central heating, and there was no fire in the
corner of the room. And no doubt, over
his feet, there ran a rat or two. His coat was
thin, and he had a perpetual catarrh; he
was cold and unwell. But uppermost in his
mind would have been the sentiments that
Paul expressed: ‘This one thing I do...’: there
was work to be done to the end. In that cell,
Tyndale translated the Hebrew from Joshua
to 2 Chronicles into English, working by the
light of a candle, fingers freezing, awaiting
death. That’s the measure of the man. Foxe
tells us,
…he converted his keeper, the keeper’s
daughter, and others of his household.
Also the rest that were with Tyndale
conversant in the castle reported
of him that if he were not a good
christian man, they could not tell
whom to trust.17
At the end of July 1536 Tyndale was
condemned as a heretic, degraded from the
priesthood, and handed over to the secular
authorities for punishment. On 6 October
1536 he was brought forth to the place of
execution, where he was there tied to the
stake with an iron chain around his waist
and a piece of hemp in a noose round his
neck, a pile of straw, kindling and wood all
round his feet. It was then he lifted up his
voice, crying thus at the stake, ‘LORD, OPEN
THE KING OF ENGLAND’S EYES’.
The rope was wrenched tight from behind,
his life forced from his body. The kindling

Tyndale’s legacy
Meanwhile, in England an extraordinary
development had taken place. Under
Cranmer, Convocation itself had petitioned
for an English Bible. In the same year that
Tyndale was martyred, King Henry VIII
issued the Royal Warrant for placing one
Bible in every parish church throughout the
land. Tyndale’s prayer was answered, and
nearly five hundred years later all who call
themselves English Protestants still benefit
from his life and work.
If you have the Authorised Version in your
hand, treasure it and thank God for that
godly and scholarly man whose sanctified
genius is deeply engraven upon almost every
page of this, the most excellent translation in
our mother tongue.
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PART 2
The Annual General Meeting of the Society held in April 1916 began with the
thoughts:
The times are indeed solemn, for the war, which commenced on August 4, 1914,
still rages with unabated fury… The death struggle, which convulses the nations of
Europe to-day, has had no precedent in the annals of history. The deadly weapons,
which the genius of man has invented for the wholesale slaughter of their fellowmen, has had no parallel in the inventions of the
past. Men of the world stand aghast at the atrocities
committed by a civilised nation and exclaim, ‘Is God
dead?’… If we take a retrospective view of the past
25 years, we cannot help noticing that theological
thought was growing extremely optimistic as to the
nature of man, and the progress that the world and
humanity were making… But when the storm clouds
burst over mankind, dreams of this man-made
millennium melted and the dreamers were shown, if Zeppelin bombing raid over London
they cared to use their eyes, that the Bible is still the
Word of God… Your Committee believe that a great
door and effectual is open before them… [AR85, April 1916, pp. 7-8]
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Indeed, the war was impacting the world, and the Society was not immune.
In view of the war conditions under which we are living, the Committee deemed
it expedient to have the Annual Meeting at 4 instead of 7 p.m. This change, though
convenient to those who came by train from the outlying suburbs of London,
prevented several friends, who look forward to these Annual gatherings, from coming
at this early hour. On the same night London was visited by the Zeppelins, so it was
well that the meeting was held in the afternoon. [QR226, July 1916, p. 2]
We regret that, owing to the very large increase in the cost of materials and labour, we
are compelled to raise the prices of nearly all our Bibles… We would point out to our
friends that all profits resulting from sales go to help the important work in which we are
engaged, viz.: the free circulation of God’s Word. [QR227, October 1916, p. 3]
One of our assistants at the office has been called up for service, so that for some months
past we have been shorthanded… We crave the indulgence of our friends and supporters
not to rush us, but to give us time to attend to their orders, and to remember that the
railway and other carriers will not guarantee quick deliveries. [QR227, October 1916, p. 3]

Many in the military sought solace in the Lord.
One ray of sunshine that illumines the dark history of the colossal tragedy being
worked out on the Continent, is the fact that many of our brave soldier-lads are giving
their hearts’ allegiance to Christ. [QR224, January 1916, p. 8]
It is when men are in real danger of their lives, as in battle, that they realize something
of the mighty power of God. It is then that they will search the Scriptures. I hope
I know something of what is meant by the Word of God being food for the soul. I
remember last winter, before going into the trenches for the first time, I was enabled to
commit my way unto the Lord, and was given faith to believe that He would in mercy
keep me from harm. [QR224, January 1916, pp. 12-13]
There was a young lad, only 16 years of age—much too young to be killed. He
promised to read the Testament given him, and God led him to a knowledge of the
Truth… I saw this young man again on Salisbury Plain, just as he was leaving for
France… He went away and I heard later that a shell burst and killed that boy. A
comrade told me that he had sent his love to me, and said that he was ‘Safe in the Arms
of Jesus’. His comrade said, ‘I am sending that Testament home to his mother, and will
you pray that the Word may be blessed to her?’ [AR85, April 1916, pp. 56-57]
The strain upon men, attendant upon embarking for this place, is such as to impress
them with the necessity of being in touch with God Himself; and I was given grace to
suggest a prayer-meeting before leaving England, and also Rouen. [QR227, October
1916, p. 6]
At times it has been possible to have personal talks with some of the men… One man,
who was a sailor, told us that he had been saved from both the ‘Titanic’ and ‘Empress
of Ireland’. He asked why it was that God had saved him and permitted others,
especially those who were Christians, to be lost. It was pointed out to him, that it was
through God’s goodness he had been rescued, and that by the grace of God he might
find salvation. [QR224, January 1916, p. 21]
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Others, however, were in danger of being drawn away by the evils of the
world, and some, both on the field of battle and at home, turned elsewhere.
A father of an apprentice thus writes: ‘You made the acquaintance of my son whilst his
ship was in Penarth Dock. Allow me to thank you sincerely for the kindly interest you
took in him, and for the Bible you presented to him with the request that he would
read a portion every day. I was particularly thankful that you made his acquaintance
at the time, as his mother and myself were afraid lest he should be led away into evil
and dissolute habits and turn out a failure.’ [QR226, July 1916, p. 17]
I know that you will be glad to hear that the Testaments are, I fully believe, doing
good work at the Welsh (Metropolitan) War Hospital at Whitchurch, where there
are at times nearly a thousand patients… I came in contact with a fine young fellow,
who was an able school teacher, before he went to the Front, and who has been to
the Keswick Convention; but the contamination of the Army has not helped him
spiritually. Trust to be used to help him. [QR225, April 1916, p. 13]

But the desire for Scriptures continued unabated.
The demand for our special Army Testaments is still urgent, and pressing letters are
received asking for more. Over 200,000 have been distributed judiciously among our
troops… Funds are urgently needed for another 100,000 Testaments. [QR227, October
1916, p. 3]
Many a time in the almost breathless rush of the work—more than 100,000 men
went out during one fortnight—there were opportunities for short talks; sometimes
little groups would rapidly gather to listen to a few words spoken from the heart, and
always the Testaments and Portions were taken…in such numbers that on almost
every ship the demand was in excess of our supplies. [QR226, July 1916, p. 16]
I think the largest [single] grant was when the men of the Royal Naval Commission
were billeted in the Crystal Palace. We thought we ought to do something for those
men, and we had a grant of six thousand Testaments, which were distributed among
the men there… [QR226, July 1916, p. 9]

Some stories indicated that the Scriptures’ use was not just spiritual.
In the battle of Ypres I got wounded in the head, and when collecting my treasures
from my pack I found that the New Testament you gave me had saved me from a
nasty wound, or perhaps worse, for a small piece of shell had penetrated half-way
through the book and stuck there. If it had not been in my pack the piece of shell
would have hit me… Your gift was a gift of God, and I thank you on behalf of my wife
as well. [QR224, January 1916, p. 7]

The urgent need for Scriptures continued during times of rest and
recuperation.
Many of the dear boys were lying on the grass in the grounds, in little groups, to each
of whom I spoke a few earnest words, and gave a Testament where theirs had been
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lost… Poor fellows! Some had lost both feet, some an arm, others an eye, and some
their reason. Oh, what a sowing time! [QR227, October 1916, p. 6]
Numbers of wounded have returned from the front still carrying their Testaments,
with evident signs of wear, which were given to them at the [Sailors’] Rest before
going abroad. [QR224, January 1916, p. 7]
I was in my bunk reading a small New Testament which I had received at the…Rest.
My shipmate, who was very ill, asked me if I would lend it to him to read. I did so,
and it was the means of bringing him to Christ. When the captain came below he
told him he had not long to live; he replied that he now had [nothing] to fear… On
reaching Cardiff he was taken to hospital, and, a little later, decided to travel home to
Manchester, where two days after he passed away. [QR224, January 1916, p. 7]
I have visited over 2,000 wounded men since Christmas—men from Gallipoli—and
have given each of them a copy of the Scriptures. A gentleman allowed me to have a
meeting in his dining-room, and there were twenty-eight regiments represented, with
men from England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.
They all received a copy of God’s Word, and we had prayer together. It just shows what
an opportunity it is to distribute God’s Word. [QR226, July 1916, p. 10]

The Scriptures being distributed were not just English.
The Society has brought out 16 different Scripture Leaflets, in English, suitable for
free distribution. Scripture Leaflets in French, Flemish, and Arabic have been added
to the List. [QR227, October 1916, p. 4]

Preserved trenches at Sanctuary Wood, Ypres , Belgium
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Many of the vessels visited by me during the last year have now been sunk by German
submarines. It is a great satisfaction to know that previous to leaving London nearly
all had heard the Gospel on board, and had received Portions of God’s Word. [QR225,
April 1916, p. 15]
In the case of one French boat lost, the SS. ‘St. Malo’, every one on board lost his life;
practically all these men had received copies of God’s Word. [QR225, April 1916,
p. 15]
On a big Italian ship that was torpedoed with the loss of eighty men, the ‘Secilia’,
I gave nearly every officer a Testament and to every other member of the crew a
Gospel, just before she left London. I do trust the entrance of God’s Word had given
light and understanding to some poor souls before the crime occurred. [QR225, April
1916, p. 15]
On a big Brazilian boat, with a crew of forty-three, I found almost virgin soil, so far
as any knowledge of the Gospel was concerned. There was a tremendous demand for
Testaments and Gospels, as hardly a soul on board had ever seen or heard of these
before. [QR225, April 1916, p. 16]
A grant of Scriptures, French and Flemish, was sent to a Belgian corporal interned
at Zeist, who, not understanding that it was a free grant, returned the parcel, saying
that he could not pay for it. The parcel was returned to the corporal, explaining that
the Society made it a free grant, and that there was nothing to pay. [QR226, July 1916,
p. 14]

Page borders: Taken
from Canadian
infantry maps
indicating battle lines
and trench positions
in 1918, Blue: German,
Red: Allies
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The French sailors [in Malta] are showing a lively interest in the Word of Life… The
same applies to the Italians. We have had no less than sixteen shipwrecked crews on
our hands during the last two months, all having lost their ships by being torpedoed
by enemy submarines. [QR226, July 1916, p. 19]
The Society has been asked to supply Bibles and Testaments, both English and
German, to interned German prisoners in various parts of the kingdom. [QR227,
October 1916, p. 13]
One of the items of interest lately has been the number of New Testament and
Gospel Portions I have been able to give away…in foreign languages, and the ready
response of the receivers, which were French, Dutch, Italian, Greek, Scandinavian,
and Japanese—some 300 copies in all. Before the war it was very different. The
Scriptures were often rejected; but now they are gladly received… [QR227,
October 1916, p. 15]
I am most grateful for the grant of Scriptures which has been so kindly sent to
me for the sailors visiting the port [of Honolulu]. They will be of the greatest use
in our work, especially now that the Panama Canal is open again. Ships of many
nationalities will call at Honolulu on their way to and from the East. [QR227,
October 1916, p. 18]
We have received numerous applications from the soldiers visiting the [Sailors’]
Rest for a copy of the New Testament in the Welsh language… We also have
a lot of French bluejackets and other sailors frequenting our Sailors’ Rest, and
numerous requests have been made by them for copies of French Testaments
and Gospels… If you could favour us with a supply of Testaments and Gospels,
in Welsh, French, and also some Norwegian, they would be most welcome.
[QR226, July 1916, p. 17]

However, toward the end of the year the war news had not improved.
Were it not already named the Battle of the Somme it ought to be called the
Battle of Attrition. For three months this brutal bludgeon work has been going
on, involving appalling losses to all the combatants and the expenditure of
countless millions of money, whilst the normal occupations of practically the
entire civilized world have been suspended in order that the cold-blooded monsters,
Carnage and Destruction, may continue their vile revels unchecked. [QR227,
October 1916, p. 1]

Conclusion
Little did people realise that what would in time be classed the First World War was barely
half over. Many dark days were yet to come, but in the providence of our God light would
shine even from that darkness. Doubtless some who received the Scriptures and claimed
Christ did so only for fear for their lives, but countless others discovered the truth of Jesus’s
words: ‘whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake
shall find it’ (Matthew 16.25).
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The Word of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing
that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance of His
Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.

EEurope
FFrom Ireland
I think
t
I spoke with you at the TBS
AGM meeting this year as you were at
the counter of the Society where I bought
two of the reduced Bibles. I have to be
honest with you that I often feel ashamed
when I consider the abundance which
we all have in comparison to that of the
translators and brethren who work as a part
of the Society’s aim to spread the Word of
God among all the nations, and how often
I wish that I could have been more willing
to give than to receive. Their work is so
precious especially in the times in which
we are living in regards to the confusion
and intentional diminishing of the
authority of the Bible by the widespread
introduction of corrupted translations. I for
one am forever grateful for the day when
I became acquainted with the Trinitarian
Bible Society and the Authorised (King
James) Version. May the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, our God and Father,
continue to bless you all in your labour for
the glory of His name, and the advancing of
His kingdom through the spreading of His
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the LORD our God. They are brought down
and fallen: but we are risen, and stand
upright’ (Psalm 20.7, 8).

TBS Poster at Wembley Station

FFrom England
Th advertising company dealing
The
with railway posters have posted all but
one this month, even though posters were
late. I include a photo of one at Wembley
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Stadium National Rail
Station—placed for
those attending the
football matches to
see.
This second poster is
on display outside a
church in Stambridge,
well placed for drivers
and walkers to see.
TBS Poster outside a Stambridge church

From Essex,
England
I am writing to thank
you for the beautiful Bibles which you
recently sent for the children in our Sunday
school who recently completed the TBS

each colour and take home a large version
of the verse which they then stuck to the
wall/fridge and learnt during the week. The
children, aged between 3 and 10, had to
apply themselves to learn
all of the texts, especially
lo
the longer
ones, but it
was a blessing for them
and their parents and
of ccourse a worthy
inv
investment
of their
eff
efforts
to hide the
W of God in
Word
t
their
hearts. We
h a special Bible
held

Words of Truth memory
ry
verse scheme. As you can
see from the enclosed
photo, the children
were thrilled to receive
their Bibles. Hanging
in the background
you will see some of
the colouring sheets
which we prepared to
help the children learn
the verses. [ed.: These
colouring sheets are
now available as PDFs
from the Society’s Grants
department for those
interested in using them.]
Each Sunday they would

Children in Essex receiving SSLPF award Bibles
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presentation as part
of an evening service
which enabled
the wider church
to celebrate with
and encourage the
children. One of the
children exclaimed, ‘I
have always wanted
a Bible in a box!’ and
they were all very
proud to have a
posh bonded leather
Bible with gilt-edged
pages. Some of them
The French exhibition workers
have since been
spotted sitting on
their beds reading
the gospel and the Word of God than those
their new Bibles without any prompting
of our own nation.
from mum and dad. Thank you again for
running the SSLPF scheme. I hope that all
teachers and others who work with children From an English volunteer
will enrol their children without delay.
worker who managed our stand

From Hounslow, England
I’m preparing for the exhibition in Paris, and
as it appears to be much quieter in Calais
I intend to book up to go by Eurostar to
Paris. I also intend to drop by at your office
later today as I need to get some Polish
New Testaments and other items for our
outreach.
On Saturday we were in the High Street
at Hounslow preaching and giving out
tracts. The brother who was preaching was
interrupted by a man speaking very poor
English; we had seen and spoken to him
before but we were unable to understand
him, and could not make him understand
us. It so happened that I had one of
Trinitarian’s Polish New Testaments in my
pocket which I showed him and his face lit
up and I let him take it. He was delighted
at receiving one and embraced each of us
because of it. It is so often those that have
come here from abroad are more open to

at the Lognes Exhibition, near
Paris, France
Arriving at Gare du Nord in Paris on
Saturday, we had the blessing of being
picked up from the station by an Algerian
friend we have known for many years, who
came to Paris looking for work and got
saved through contact with an elder of the
assembly which we attend whilst in Paris.
He took us through Paris, past some of the
places that were bombed—these were still
cordoned off and had police present. The
assembly that we attended on the Sunday
is not that far from the area of the bombing
in North Paris, but all the areas we passed
through were quite quiet.
There were no problems arriving at the
Centrex exhibition early Monday morning
with the security, as we are well known
faces, although one newer member of our
group was stopped and questioned before
being let in! Again we were given a corner
spot at the entrance to an exhibition hall
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on the ground floor, so that many came
and looked first at our stand. There were
quite reduced numbers visiting the show,
undoubtedly due to the bombings.

and this year both at the exhibition and
elsewhere non-Christian and Christian
alike were friendly—seemingly in part as
a reaction to the events that had occurred
there in Paris.

A pastor involved in a programme of social
rehabilitation of children that come from
war zones was happy to take a hundred
copies of the new French Gospel according
to Matthew as well as a quantity of Words
of Life calendars in various languages. Free
copies were given to individuals and there
was a good interest in them. With the free
copies of the French Gospel we also gave
out copies of the French version of The Lord
gave the Word, which many people took.
Two Bible institutes are involved in running
the exhibition, and many Bible students
visit the exhibition. There is demand from
time to time for copies of the Received
Text published by TBS despite the Critical
Text being used at the Bible institutes;
therefore having the French version of The
Lord gave the Word can only be an influence
for good. Many of the French Words of Life
Calendars we had taken were not sold at
the exhibition, but we found that a French
Christian bookshop was in need of them, so
we let them have all our surplus stock.

From Hungary
We would like to thank you again
for the calendars and the Bibles. Just
after the Bibles arrived, a gipsy family asked
us Bibles. They had become believers, but
could not afford to buy Bibles. They happily
received the TBS Bibles as you can see in
the attached picture. We would like to ask
you if you have any Hungarian calendars
remaining that you could send us.

The past two years we had promoted the
Catalan Bible with no success, but this year
for unknown reasons we did not sell a Bible
except for the Catalan. Usually we sell a fair
quantity of Russian Bibles and of Ukrainian
Bibles, but the pastor from Eastern Europe
who has visited many years without fail did
not come this year, so that we did not get
his usual large order of Bibles and calendars
mainly in languages of Eastern Europe.

A Hungarian Bible for a
hungry soul

A later letter from Hungary
Today we got your calendars! THANK YOU
VERY MUCH!!!
500 Hungarian - Words of Life Calendar
2016
100 English - Words of Life Calendar 2016
50 Serbian - Words of Life Calendar 2016

What we lacked in the larger sales
of calendars, we made up in sales to
individuals who came to our stand, so the
volume and value of sales was still fairly
good for the two days we were there. We
always find each year that all the Christians
we meet there at the exhibition are friendly,

We are very happy because of your
Calendars! Saturday we are going to Gipsy
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mission in Croatia and Serbia and we can
give them your Calendars. We wish you a
very blessed year. God bless you!

Africa
From Zimbabwe
Since the arrival and the beginning
of the distribution of the Shona New
Testaments in December 2014, we have
received encouraging comments from
various mainstream churches of the major
denominations. They liked the language
used and the technique used—the word
for word equivalence—and above all the
Greek text used. I have distributed fifteen
thousand copies throughout Zimbabwe
and five thousand copies were distributed
by others in Matebeleland region to a
number of Shona-speaking people who
live there. Distribution has been extended
to teacher training institutes. While several
traditional chiefs received the Bibles, we
were disappointed when we sent two
of our elders to a newly appointed chief
near Zvishavane with the Bibles. The chief
did not have time to listen to the elders
but rather he made our elders pay a fine
of US$30.00 for trying to stop him from
drinking his beer. We pray to the Lord to
powerfully visit the chief and his council
and enlighten him of his need for salvation.
Since the starting of the distribution, we
have seen an increased number of people
carrying Bibles to church, indicating that
the Bible has been rarely found in many
churches. The distribution of the Bibles in
primary schools has received encouraging
remarks from teachers and parents noting
that in many families, only one Bible for the
parent would be found. I have also received

several phone calls from people whom I
have given Bibles asking for more Christian
literature, and I have managed to distribute
Presbyterian magazines and the Shorter
Catechism in Shona.
Various groups and individuals have sent
feedback on their distribution and receipt
of Bibles.

Our church would like to thank you very
much for the Bibles. The Bibles have helped
us a lot especially our Sabbath School
children and we have seen an increase in
numbers and a zeal to learn the Word of
God. Some of our old congregants are still
struggling to change from the old Bible
to the new Bible but we hope God will
soon help them. Most of our members are
eagerly waiting for the full Bible with the
Old Testament.

I would like to thank you very much
for the gift of Bibles to our churches in
Zvishavane and Mutare. People really like
the Bibles, the size of the print is suitable
for the old people as well as the young. The
language used is very good.

We really appreciate the good job you
are doing translating the word of God. I
have distributed the Bibles among our
church members and they liked them
very much. May you please help us with
twenty more copies. The Bibles are easy to
read. May the Lord help you finish the Old
Testament.

Thank you very much for asking me my
opinion. Firstly I would like to thank you
for your sterling efforts in producing the
Trinitarian Shona New Testament. All I can
say is that the version is good and easy
to read. There are however some issues
with other words, which are a matter of
differences in our Shona dialects. This is
something that can be experienced in any
other version. Thank you.
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Here at the teachers’ college we are
really happy that we have the Bible which
does not have anything missing unlike the
old Bible. I have distributed some copies to
some poor old people in the rural areas and
they are very much thankful.

our school. In one of our moral instruction
assemblies where the pastor ministered,
he mentioned that bad communication
corrupts good manners and quoted
and read 1 Corinthians 15.33. He also
mentioned and read Psalm 1.1. Later I
started to read these Bible chapters and
verses myself and meditate on them,
and I asked God’s forgiveness. I started to
withdraw myself from those bad people.
I am now doing well in my grades, go to a
Bible believing church and my lifestyle is
changing gradually. I so much thank the
pastor for the good Bible I received freely
from him. I also thank those who supplied
the precious Word of God, and above all, I
thank the Almighty God for His powerful
word—the Bible.


I would like to thank you very much for
the gift of the Bibles. Much effort was put
in preparing the translation as is evident
in the language used and lack of mistakes.
May you please if you still have some help
us with sixty more copies

We would like to thank you very much
for the gift of Bibles to our primary school
children. The Bibles have increased our
children’s literature and helped us in
disciplining our children. Normally parents
do not buy Bibles for their children and
as a result the children will not have the
knowledge of God.

Thank you for your kindness to me by
shipping us the Bibles, and we pray daily for
you that our heavenly Father will continue
to provide you with funds and other
materials to keep producing the Word of
God. Your labour will not be in vain. On our
waiting lists now we have more than forty
students and others who are requesting for
free Bibles. I will only be giving free Bibles to
the new converts who are hungry for God’s
Word. Therefore I am writing to request for
another box of Bibles for free distribution.


I am happy to inform you that as the
chaplain of the prison services, I have seen
the Shona New Testaments playing an
important role in shaping the behaviour of
prisoners. Now that each prisoner can have
something to read on his own, we pray for
God’s blessings to make the Word effectual.

FFrom Enugu State, Nigeria
Grace and peace of our Lord and
G
Sa
Saviour
Jesus Christ be upon you.
Thank you so much for the box of Bibles
which you shipped to me by M. Bag and
I received it in good condition. The Bibles
have been distributed among students,
nurses and individual believers who
cannot afford to buy complete Bibles of
their own. The Bibles are having positive
results in the lives of the recipients. In the
photo I am talking with new converts
before giving them their Bibles. Here are
a couple of testimonies.

Distributing Bibles to students


I became so rude and corrupt when
I started to mingle with bad friends in
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