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Open Day
GOD WILLING

Saturday, 10 March 2018
at the Society’s Headquarters

William Tyndale House
29 Deer Park Road, London SW19 3NN
(Satnav SW19 3TL)

he doors open at 11.00am
and close at 4.00pm
for ﬁve hours of displays,
guided tours (these will take
approximately 90 minutes, with the
last tour commencing at 2.30) and
informal talks. It will include the
latest on our translation projects

T

and opportunities for fellowship,
as we once again present the
Society‘s work of Bible translation,
publication and distribution. Light
refreshments will be available
throughout the afternoon. Please
mark your calendars and make
plans to join us if you can.

THE WORD OF GOD AM
2 ONG ALL NATIONS

The 187th
Annual General
Meeting

GOD WILLING

commences at 11.00 a.m. on

Saturday, 15 September 2018
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London SE1 6SD
The Business Meeting at 11.00 will include
reports and updates on the Society’s work.
After the Business Meeting,

at 2.00 p.m.

The Rev. E. T. Kirkland
Minister, Ballyclare & Doagh Free Church of Scotland (Cont.)
is expected to preach.
Lunch will be served between the Meetings.

All are invited to attend.
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INTRODUCTION
FROM THE CHAIRMAN
RECRUITMENT OF A NEW GENERAL
SECRETARY OF THE TRINITARIAN
BIBLE SOCIETY

O

ver the long history of the Trinitarian Bible Society, the Lord
has been graciously pleased to raise up those whom He has
equipped and qualified to bear the burden of leading this noble
work of promulgating and distributing the Holy Scriptures in faithful
translations throughout the world. Each of these men served their
generation, as David did, and then the Lord passed the mantle to their
successors, who to this day have faithfully discharged their office before
the Lord.
Our present General Secretary, Mr Paul Rowland, is now nearing the
end of his service, having been with the Society, in various positions, for
the remarkable period of forty-four years. Under God, the Trinitarian
Bible Society, both in the United Kingdom and abroad, owes a great
debt to His servant. His indefatigable zeal for the honour and glory of
God in preserving and promoting the principles of the Society in our
times and laying a foundation for future generations has left an example
of the highest standard for any who might be raised up to serve in his
place.

As you will see from the advertisement on page 6 of this issue of the
Quarterly Record, the members of the General Committee of the
Society are now seeking the Lord’s will in appointing a successor
4
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to Mr Rowland, someone who will be able to lead us through the
challenges in this new chapter of our history.

Who are we looking for?
1. We are looking for a spiritually-minded person, of the calibre of the
‘man of understanding’ the Lord sent to the returning captives from
Babylon in Ezra’s day. It was ‘by the good hand of our God’ that this
man was sent (see Ezra 8.18).
2. We are seeking a God-fearing person who is wholly and unreservedly
committed to the foundation doctrines and principles of the
Society, who will faithfully continue to lead in the example set by his
predecessors.
3. We are seeking a person of vision upon whom the Lord has laid the
burden to serve Him in this noble work, and who can display how the
Lord has given them a distinct calling.
The challenges facing the Society in this godless age are some of the
greatest that any generation has had to face in standing fast for the
integrity of the Holy Word of God. We believe however that as the Lord
has raised up for each generation those equipped for the challenges of
that day, so He is able to do so today.
If any of our subscribers or readers feel that they have a God-given
exercise to take up this burden, we would ask that you contact the
Society at the details given in the advertisement on page 7.
We earnestly exhort all who love the pure Word of God’s grace and
seek its success to pray for the Society at this critical juncture in its long
history.
Gerald D. Buss
Chairman of the General Committee
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VACANCY FOR

General Secretary
he Word of God among all nations’ is more than just a motto of the
‘TTrinitarian
Bible Society; it is a passion to see God’s Word in accurate,

faithful editions distributed to all the nations of the world. Such work requires strong leadership skills, experience and know-how.

Leading the Society from its London Headquarters, the successful candidate for the full-time permanent position of General Secretary will
undertake a wide-ranging corporate leadership role. The nature of the post
means that the successful candidate will be required to be in the office for
much of the working week (except when travelling worldwide on behalf of
the Society).
To fill this vital role we are looking for a spiritually mature Christian who
is involved with a local church. A strong calling to the work of the Society is
essential. The post-holder should also have a solid business acumen combined with a deep appreciation and knowledge of Bible translation and
textual issues, and a willingness and ability to learn technical information.
Reporting to the General Committee the new General Secretary will be
responsible for ensuring the Society’s corporate governance compliance is
conducted in a manner consistent with our constitutional aims and objectives. Achieving these aims will be accomplished through leadership of the
senior management team of the Society. You will also oversee the Society’s

6

overseas branches and support the Society’s communications strategy. The
new General Secretary will represent the Society before its supporters and in
its other key stakeholder relationships.
The successful applicant will have a wholehearted commitment to the
spiritual aims, beliefs and ethos of the Society. Additionally you will have:

• significant experience at a corporate leadership level, having a
positive track record of managing teams and supplying clear and
balanced advice at Board level;

• sound management abilities with demonstrable success in leading
and motivating people to achieve objectives;

• previous, close involvement with a board of trustees, advising
them and guiding robust decision making;

• excellent interpersonal skills with the ability to maintain and
commence strong relationships with stakeholders;

• good financial and business acumen with the ability to synthesise
new opportunities under the Society’s constitution and to drive
forward strategic planning;

• the capacity to relate positively to people from many different
countries, ethnic groups, educational levels and spiritual
backgrounds.
Remuneration will be commensurate with the candidate’s experience,
qualifications and skills. To arrange an informal discussion or to obtain a copy
of the job pack, please contact John Edwards, the Society’s Executive PA, on
020 8417 8877 or email j.edwards@tbsbibles.org. The deadline for applications is 13 April 2018.

7
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FROM THE
DESK OF THE

General Secretary

T

that the Lord will be pleased to bring
to the General Committee’s attention
the person He has been preparing and
equipping over the years for the position
being advertised. May that person be
strengthened in the conviction that
the Lord in His gracious providence has
called him to the work and laid upon him
the burden to fulﬁl this important and
challenging role with the Society. Indeed,
may this public announcement of the
proposed appointment be (with God’s rich
blessing) the means of added conﬁrmation
of the Lord’s speciﬁc calling of this person
to the work. The prayers of all our readers
are sought that this may be so, and that
both he and the General Committee will be
given much grace, wisdom and guidance
to discern the Lord’s will in the forthcoming

he Chairman referred in the
‘Introduction’ to this edition of the
Quarterly Record to my proposed
retirement from the Society. Subject to the
recruitment process this is anticipated to
be eﬀective as from the end of May this
year, the Lord willing. Whilst I had hoped
to be able to continue working for the
Society for some time yet, it has become
increasingly evident that it is now not only
most desirable, but also sadly necessary,
for someone younger with the spiritual
abilities and the practical skill set necessary
for the twenty-ﬁrst century to undertake
the role of General Secretary and lead the
Society into the future.
It is the prayer of the General Committee
and the Society’s senior management

8

Issue Number: 622 – January to March 2018
all-important interview and appointment
process.

Baptist Church, London, as their preaching
elder/pastor.)

Regrettably, this edition of the Quarterly
Record must also record further changes
at the Society, both among the members
of the General Committee and among the
staﬀ. We thank Mr G. Roland Burrows (the
pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Chapel, Old Hill,
Birmingham) and the Rev. John Goldby
(the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland’s
missionary to Israel, who is also overseeing
the revision of the Society’s Hebrew New
Testament in Israel) for their faithful and
valuable service on the General Committee
for fourteen and ﬁve years respectively.
We have been blessed for many years with
their helpful contribution to the General
Committee and now with their assurance
of continued prayer and support for
the Society, and we pray that the Lord’s
abundant blessings may attend all their
labours in His Name.

Mr Philip Blows, who for the past few years
has served as Operations Manager, has
been appointed Operations Director, and
will likewise take up his revised duties as
from the beginning of this year.
May the Lord’s gracious blessing rest upon
each of the brethren as they enter into their
new roles with the Society. We pray they
may each be upheld and encouraged in
their work by the God of all grace, knowing
that their labours are not in vain in the Lord.
Readers will have noted earlier in this
Quarterly Record that, God willing, there
is to be an Open Day at the Society’s
International Headquarters in London
on 10 March, to which all who are able to
attend will be most welcome. An advance
notice of the Society’s Annual General
Meeting in London on 15 September is also
given that friends who hope to attend may
make a note of the meeting in their diaries.
The Rev. E. Trevor Kirkland, a member of
the General Committee and the minister of
Ballyclare & Doagh Free Church of Scotland
(Cont.), is expected to preach following the
business meeting, in the Lord’s will.

The Society has beneﬁtted much from the
diligent and prayerful service of Mr Philip
Hopkins, who has been employed by the
Society as its Editorial Director for the
greater part of the seven years he has been
with the Society. As from the beginning
of this year Philip will be giving more
of his time to Biddenden Strict Baptist
Chapel, Kent, where he is the pastor, and
consequently will be only working two
days a week with the Society from January.
Although he will no longer be Editorial
Director, we are glad that we will be able
to further beneﬁt from Philip’s signiﬁcant
abilities as he continues working in the
Editorial Department as Senior Editorial
Consultant (Projects).

For many years the Society has been
greatly indebted to its President, the Rev.
Gerald Hamstra, most notably for the
many devotional articles he has supplied
for publication in the Quarterly Record. In
a recent communication the Rev. Hamstra
informed us that this particular aspect of
his close association with the Society must
now cease.
On January 2, 2018, D.V. I hope to
remember that 55 years ago, I was
ordained and installed as minister of
the Gospel, by the late Professor John
Murray. Presently, although it is with
mixed emotions, I feel that it is time

On a positive note, Mr Jonathan Arnold,
who has been serving the Society as
Editorial Manager, has been appointed
Editorial Director and will assume his
additional duties as from the beginning
of this year. (Jonathan serves Westminster
9
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the Operations Director, on a few of the
items published recently by the Society,
and suggestions for ways churches can
prayerfully consider oﬀering free Bibles on
their websites. This edition of the Quarterly
Record concludes with ‘The Word of God
Among All Nations’ section with extracts
from letters of correspondents who have
received Scriptures from the Society. We
hope that each of these articles will prove
to be both interesting and of proﬁt to all
our readers.

for me to hand over my active tasks
for the Trinitarian Bible Society to the
following generation. My prayers for
this great cause, which is so nigh to
my heart, will continue to be sent to
the Throne of Grace. May the Lord in
His mercy grant faithful and willing
laborers for the tasks which are at
hand. He is able to supply all our
needs through Christ Jesus.
We will all greatly miss the warm, spiritual
and Christ-exalting articles of our President,
but will value his continued prayers for the
Society and its work. The Rev. G. Hamstra’s
last devotional for the Quarterly Record will
be found on the next page. This meditation
has the same title as the volume of
devotional articles by the Rev. Hamstra, The
King in His Beauty, from which it is taken.
The Rev. Hamstra’s book with this title is
available from Reformation Heritage Books
(www.heritagebooks.org/products/
the-king-in-his-beauty-hamstra.html)
should any of our readers desire to obtain
a copy.

I conclude this ‘Desk’ with the request
again for prayer for the Society throughout
2018, and in doing so draw attention to the
seventeenth-century commentary of John
Trapp on the words ‘I besought the Lord
thrice’ from 2 Corinthians 12.8.
…Ver. 8. I besought the Lord thrice]
i.e. Frequently and fervently. God
respecteth not the arithmetic of our
prayers, how many they are; not the
rhetoric of our prayers, how neat they
are; nor the geometry of our prayers,
how long they are; nor the music
of our prayers, how melodious they
are; nor the logic of our prayers, how
methodical they are; but the divinity
of our prayers, how heart sprung
they are. Not gifts, but graces prevail
in prayer.1

On page 13 Mr Philip Hopkins gives us an
overall update on the Editorial Department
and a number of its projects. This is
followed on page 16 by a fascinating essay
entitled ‘The Authorised (King James)
Version: a hindrance to evangelism?’ by
Mr Bryan Peters, a student at Puritan
Reformed Seminary, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, USA. On page 24 Mr David
Broome, the Society’s Resources Director,
brings us up to date on the ﬁnancial front,
whilst on page 26 we have the sermon
preached at the Society’s 186th Annual
General Meeting by Mr Jabez R. Rutt, Pastor
of Lamberhurst Strict Baptist Chapel, Kent,
entitled ‘The Gospel of Christ’, based on
the text ‘For our gospel came not unto
you in word only, but also in power, and
in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance’
(1 Thessalonians 1.5). This is followed by
material provided by Mr Philip Blows,

Brethren, pray for us!
Just prior to this magazine going to
press, we learned of the passing away of
our esteemed President, the Rev. Gerald
Hamstra. He now 'Beholds the king in
his beauty'. God willing, a fuller tribute
to Mr Hamstra will be included in a
future edition of the Quarterly Record.
1. John Trapp, A Complete Commentary on
the Bible, on Studylight.org, www.studylight.
org/commentaries/jtc/2-corinthians-12.html,
accessed 2 January 2018.
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THE KING
IN HIS
BEAUTY
Thine eyes shall see the
king in his beauty
Isaiah 33.17

by the Rev G. Hamstra
President of the Society

King of Bethlehem, for we see no beauty
in Him. Divine grace can open our spiritual
eyes so that we may see the glory of this
King. This special enlightening grace is also
promised in our text. It is given to all who
plead for it by faith. ‘Thine eyes shall see’.
The Holy Spirit will so work in your heart
and mind, O needy sinner, that you also
shall see. What a wondrous grace, and then
to see King Jesus in His beauty. We cannot
desire a deeper enjoyment.

T

he riches contained in this divine
promise are without measure. Our
human hearts could not possibly
long for a greater treasure. The emphasis
of this prophetic message is the future
King who has an unsurpassed beauty. The
inspired prophet, Isaiah, saw the coming
Messiah as a wondrous King who would
be the fountain of Israel’s richest blessings.
In the fulness of time this King, fairer than
the children of men, was born of the virgin
Mary, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and
laid in a humble manger (Luke 2.7). When
the queen of Sheba saw the splendour
and glory of King Solomon, she was so
impressed that there was no more spirit in
her (1 Kings 10.1–10). Behold, One greater
than Solomon is here (Matthew 12.42)!

The Holy Scriptures portray the King’s
beauty. It chieﬂy consists of His person
and His work. This King, as a person, is the
wonder of all wonders. From all eternity
He was God. In the fulness of time He
became man, and yet He remained what
He was—divine. The Saviour has a divine
nature as well as a human nature. However,
He is one person. The One who was born
in Bethlehem was and is equal in glory

By nature we do not desire this humble
11

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record
day by day. But behold the beauty
of the King of Bethlehem. He was
the ﬁrst child born of a woman who
gloriﬁed God in full perfection. He did
this during His entire life. However
tempted, He never failed. As the
representative of the people of God’s
eternal good pleasure, He gloriﬁed
the Father. This is the beauty of King
Jesus. He is the Prince of Peace.
The beauty of Bethlehem’s King is His
saving love and power. The same endearing
glory may be seen in an even more
exalted way in the Man of Sorrows nailed
to the cross. He prayed for His enemies.
He comforted His mother. He saved the
penitent thief. After the deepest agonies,
He triumphed in His ﬁnished work. Having
satisﬁed the demands of divine justice, He
wrought a fulness of mercy. His glory may
be seen in every step of His humiliation.

to God the Father. His condescension is a
great marvel: God became man! How lowly
was His birth, and how humble were the
conditions of His manhood.
The Father’s unspeakable Gift is a divine
Saviour. The self-complacent see no beauty
in Him. However, all who are enlightened
by the Holy Spirit’s special grace recognise
that they are poor sinners; they cannot live
without the King of Bethlehem. Sin has
made us so helpless that only God can save
us. Therefore the needy sinner longs for this
divine Saviour Who alone can be our hope
and peace.

Faith sees no less beauty in His exaltation.
The glory of the risen Saviour who
conquered sin, death and hell is most
precious. The love He displayed to His
mourning followers is so tender. Moreover,
who can measure the present value of the
ascended King? He is ever pleading for His
needy ﬂock at the mercy seat above. He
faithfully sympathises with His children in
their aﬄictions.

The beauty of King Immanuel likewise
shines forth in His human nature. He
is more than precious in His manhood.
Immanuel, God with us! He became just like
we are—human—but with one glorious
exception. In this exception He is a unique
and blessed contrast to us. We are all
unclean. He is the very opposite of what
we are. The King of Bethlehem is the only
child ever born with a pure heart, the only
human being ever born without sin. What
a comfort for those who mourn on account
of the unclean nature of their sinful hearts.

One aspect of His beauty must still be
revealed. This will be when the King
appears for the second time, in glory. At
present His people have only imperfect
views of the King’s beauty. However, then
they will see Him face to face. The bride
will ever see her royal Bridegroom in the
fulness of His love and beauty. That will be
her perfect bliss, the ﬁnal and complete
fulﬁlment of the promise: Thine eyes shall
see the king in His beauty!

God created man with a sacred intention.
The divine purpose was that man should
glorify his Maker. Sin means missing the
mark. We all have failed in this regard,
and we are guilty. We have not given to
our Maker the glory that is due unto His
holy name. We are born in sin and evil,
and our sins rise up against us, prevailing

Taken from The King in His Beauty by the
Rev. G. Hamstra. Calgary, AB, Canada: Free
Reformed Publications, 2012.
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Editorial Director's
Report
by Philip J. D. Hopkins

The Society’s vast
editorial work

A

s I draft this article on the train out
of London after another day in the
Society’s London Headquarters,
I am struck again by the sheer breadth
and depth of the Society’s editorial work.
Given that the Society’s Constitutional
Aim is set in very broad terms this should
not come as a surprise. However the goal
that ‘This Society shall circulate the HOLY
SCRIPTURES, as comprised in the Canonical
books of the Old and New Testaments,
WITHOUT NOTE OR COMMENT, to the
exclusion of the Apocrypha; the copies in
the English language shall be those of the
Authorised Version’ is without limitation as
to the geographical and linguistic extent
of our work. Quite rightly the founding
members of the Society did not see ﬁt to
constrain the aim of our work to a particular
part of the world or to a speciﬁc language
or group of languages.
All of this means that the Society is open
to the Lord’s leading. Thus, when the Lord
provides suitably-qualiﬁed personnel to

translate the Scriptures in a particular
language and the means to support that
work, it is our desire to follow where He
leads. As we scrutinise the ﬁrst request
for a possible project and develop our
conversation with enquirers, we recognise
that relatively few of these discussions will
develop into a new approved project. We
are careful to ﬁnd out about the contact’s
spiritual standing and his doctrinal
understanding; deﬁciencies in either
will bring a stop to collaboration since
the translation of the Scriptures ﬁrst and
foremost requires men of God with a high
view of Holy Scripture. Only after that do
the linguistic and philological qualiﬁcations
come into play. We are also keen to
probe the background and history of the
language and the relevant church history to
gain understanding and to help determine
the need for the suggested project and
to ascertain the way in which the project
should be developed.
The Editorial Department currently
oversees over forty active Bible translation
and revision projects in languages other
than English, along with more than a dozen
projects to utilise the Authorised (King
13
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James) Version in a variety of Scripture
items. Each week we also deal with a
large number of enquiries on a vast array
of subjects that come into the Society
either directly to our Headquarters or via
our Branches. Some of the enquiries are
extremely complex, as is much of the work
to prepare faithful editions of God’s Holy
Word. Nevertheless we are thankful for the
provision of Godly editorial consultants
who are able to help answer the more
technical questions and for our translators
who partner with us, labouring in the
preparation of the Scriptures.

have also submitted the entirety of the
Old Testament and are now beginning a
detailed check of the New Testament.


Shona
With the Lord’s help, the Shona Bible
translation team have completed the ﬁrst
draft of the Old Testament and are now well
underway in revising the draft text. Whilst
native Shona translators are checking
the translation for ﬂuency, spelling and
grammar, the project leader is making
a close comparison of the draft with the
underlying Biblical Hebrew Masoretic Text.
God willing, a ﬁnal draft text of the Old
Testament is due to be made available to
the Society for review in the ﬁnal quarter of
2018. (The New Testament was published
in 2014.) We are very thankful for the hard
work of the translation team, and also for
the support of the Zimbabwean Mission of
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
under whose auspices the Shona Bible
project is being carried out.

News on speciﬁc
projects

Amharic
Our Amharic Bible translator continues
to work very diligently to prepare a new
translation of the Scriptures in his mother
tongue. He has now prepared much of the
New Testament in ﬁrst draft, and only has a
few remaining books to translate. His great
need is of further native Amharic speakers
to review and proofread his work.


Chinese
The Chinese Bible translation team are
forging ahead in the New Testament. At
the time of writing the entirety of the New
Testament has been prepared in ﬁrst or
second draft apart from Acts and Revelation.
In sending his latest monthly report, the lead
Chinese translator wrote: ‘Please continue
to pray for our perseverance, spiritual
refreshment, and physical health’. We invite
all our supporters to join in that prayer, not
only for the Chinese project, but for all our
Scripture translation projects.


Indian tribal
languages
We are encouraged at the pace with which
our tribal language projects in the state of
Manipur are progressing. The Kom Bible
translator has already prepared the four
Gospels in ﬁrst draft. The Chothe Bible
translator has completed the Gospel
according to John, also in ﬁrst draft, and has
recently commenced work on the Gospel
according to Matthew. The Thadou Bible
translation committee concluded work on
the Old Testament this summer, and are
currently reviewing the New Testament
again. The Simte Bible revision committee


Editorial staﬀ

changes
The Society is not immune to change,
and there are a number of staﬀ changes
14
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at this time. At the end of December we
bade farewell to Darren Cadapen, Editorial
Assistant, who has now taken up the
pastorate of East Dulwich Tabernacle,
London, on a full-time basis, having fulﬁlled
both roles part-time since September 2015.
Darren joined the Society in 2013 and made
an important contribution to the work of
the Editorial Department in doing much of
the preparatory work on the Society’s Diary
and Calendars. He also spoke and preached
on occasion for the Society and provided
a useful in-house translation service from
French to English. We wish Darren the Lord’s
blessing as he preaches the unsearchable
riches of Christ and shepherds the ﬂock of
Christ at his church.
This will also be my last article in the
Quarterly Record as the Editorial Director.
From the beginning of 2018 I will be
increasing the time given to my own
pastorate in the County of Kent, England.
This consequently means a reduction to
two days per week for the Society, and
that I will be stepping down from the
position of Editorial Director and moving
into more of a consultancy role. I am
thankful that Jonathan Arnold will be
ably assuming fuller management of the
department. I am grateful for the support

of the Society’s friends and members over
the past nearly eight years in the senior
editorial roles which I have been able to
fulﬁl with the Lord’s help. It is always a
joy to meet supporters of the Society on
my travels whether locally in the UK or
abroad.


Conclusion
Paul’s commentary in Romans 10.17–18
on Psalm 19.1–6 makes clear that it is the
Word of God which goes out and which
must go out into the entire world: ‘So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God. But I say, Have
they not heard? Yes verily, their sound
went into all the earth, and their words
unto the ends of the world’. All over the
world there are peoples who are longing
to have the Word of God in their own
tongue. Just as on the Day of Pentecost,
the wonderful works of God came to
each particular nationality and tribe in
their own tongue (see Acts 2.1–11) so we
strive, as the Lord leads and provides, to
give them a faithful copy of God’s Word:
the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament, which are able to make us
‘wise unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3.15).

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.
Psalm 119.105
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The Authorised
(King James) Version:
a hindrance to evangelism?
by Bryan Peters, B.A.
Puritan Reformed Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA

A

fter more than four hundred years
of service to English-speaking
Christians around the globe, the
Authorised (King James) Version of the
Bible is thought by many to be ready for
retirement. Indeed, more than a century
ago it was already heard ‘from many, that
the English Bible is no longer suited to
the exigencies of the present day’.1 While
such claims may have at one time been
the province of liberals and modernists,
today these same sentiments are even
voiced within churches that have proven
to be stalwart defenders of the venerable
Authorised Version in the past. One
such denomination’s monthly magazine
published within its pages the following
comment from a minister:

our children to be well-grounded
in the Scriptures in an increasingly
post-Christian society, if we take our
calling seriously to feed the ﬂock, ‘to
shepherd the church of God which
He has purchased with His own
blood’, we cannot do anything but
acknowledge the urgent need of a
new translation. And we also do not
need to ‘re-invent the wheel’. There
are some very good translations
available, not perfect to be sure,
but translations that are accurate,
clear and use natural expression of
speech.2
The point could not be made more plainly.
As an English translation of God’s Holy
Word, the Authorised Version is viewed
by many as posing a great hindrance and
liability when it comes to the church’s
evangelistic mission. Many ministers
and evangelists have become more than
accustomed to the constant refrain that
‘serious evangelism’ is not compatible with

Engaging in any kind of serious
evangelism requires that our hearers
understand the Word of God. If we
want un-churched people to join
our congregations and learn under
the ministry of the Word, if we want
16
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the use of the Authorised Version in this
day and age.
The complaints seem severe and
challenging at ﬁrst glance. Those who use
the AV stand accused of erecting barriers
between the lost and God’s Word due to
archaic language. It might seem that the
best one can do is to argue that the AV
is not so wholly deﬁcient as to disqualify
its use in evangelistic work. Yet much
more than this can be marshaled to its
defense. An examination of the textual
basis, translation choices and language
of the Authorised Version as it pertains to
the theology and practice of evangelism
will show that the Lord continues to bless
this faithful translation of His Word with
a remarkable suitability for evangelistic
work in today’s society.

THE BENEFITS OF THE
AV’S TEXTUAL BASIS
As one of its unique characteristics
amongst English Bible versions in use
today, the Authorised Version’s underlying
Greek and Hebrew textual basis proves
distinctive when it comes to evangelism.
Without delving into the foundational
understanding of the Lord’s providential
preservation of His Word,3 it will be
seen that departure from the divinely
preserved Hebrew Masoretic and
Greek Received Texts of the Holy
Scriptures results in substantial
loss in the theology and practice of
evangelism.

evangelistic mission. It is the case that
the lack of these texts does not leave
one entirely without Biblical foundations
upon which to ground an orthodox
understanding of evangelism, any more
than modern translations eliminate
Trinitarian theology from the pages of
Scripture. Yet there still must be a grave
concern when the foundations are
weakened. The cumulative eﬀect of many
small omissions can dilute the Bible’s
testimony such that both unorthodox
teachings and the dulling of evangelistic
zeal become all the more probable.
One such important text is found in the
ending to the Gospel according to Mark,
where Christ commands, ‘Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature’ (16.15). While this text has served
as a formative verse for the evangelistic
theology of bygone generations,4 it no
longer can if Christians are to abide by
the notations found in contemporary
Bible versions. Whether wholly excluded,
prefaced by a comment, or noted in the
margin or at the bottom of the page, the
latter portion of this chapter (verses 8 to
20) is cast into doubt by the comments
of modern translators and made to
appear untrustworthy. It is the AV that
saves Christ’s explicit ﬁnal evangelistic
imperative to His disciples from restriction

The favouring of corrupted texts
through the dominance of ‘reasoned
eclecticism’ in contemporary Bible
translation has led to the exclusion of
a number of classic phrases and entire
verses which have proved formative
in the church’s understanding of her
17
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to the pages of the Gospel according
to Matthew alone, inﬂaming Gospel
zeal with a further call to universal
proclamation.
The nature of Christ’s Messianic mission
is another important question in
evangelistic theology whose answer
is greatly strengthened in the texts
underlying the AV. The Son of Man’s
mission ‘to seek and to save that
which was lost’ (Luke 19.10) is again
diluted from a greater testimony in the
Synoptic Gospels. The AV, in contrast to
contemporary translations, preserves the
witness of Matthew (Matthew 18.11, ‘the
Son of man is come to save that which
was lost’) and the further account by
Luke of Christ’s teaching (Luke 9.56, ‘the
Son of man is not come to destroy men’s
lives, but to save them’). The omission
of these texts in many modern versions
robs perishing souls of the comforting
description of a Saviour who is come to
save such lost sinners.
There is also an assortment of various
shorter phrases found in the Authorised
Version that collectively serve to
strengthen key components of a Biblical
theology of evangelism. As the Gospel
call goes forth, Christ calls sinners to
repentance, a comprehensive turning
from sin unto God. Sadly, this important
phrase ‘to repentance’ is nowhere to be
found in most modern translations in two
out of the three texts that relate Christ’s
teaching on His call speciﬁcally to sinners
(Matthew 9.13, Mark 2.17; cf. Luke 5.32).
Many today seek to proclaim a Gospel
call that does not end in repentance. The
lost are called to happiness and personal
fulﬁlment, but repentance is far from the
lips of many so-called evangelists. In an
age where the necessity of repentance is
often ignored, the AV’s strong testimony
on this matter could not be more welcome.

In the Lord’s providence, the AV,
strengthened by its textual basis, is
also speciﬁcally suited for the task of
evangelising those in several anti-Trinitarian
groups active today. The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons)
oﬃcially uses the AV as its Englishlanguage Bible, teaching that ‘in doctrinal
matters latter-day revelation supports
the King James Version in preference to
other English translations’.5 The use of
the AV is also strongly entrenched within
the ‘Oneness’ or ‘Apostolic’ Pentecostal
movement, which confesses a form of
modalistic Unitarianism. What is therefore
remarkable is that the Lord has left perhaps
the most explicit Trinitarian text in all of
Scripture, 1 John 5.7, as a witness within
the very Bibles used by those ensnared
within anti-Trinitarian heresy.6 Far from
being a point of contention, both Mormons
and Oneness Pentecostals readily accept
the authority and inspiration of this Godbreathed text of Scripture as it has been
translated in the AV (although these groups
place the AV alongside their other oﬃcial
writings). When faced with hostility to such
a fundamental doctrine of the Christian
faith, it would seem quite perplexing that
modern evangelists would lay aside the
most potent ammunition to be found in the
Word of God.7

THE BENEFITS OF THE
AV’S TRANSLATION
CHOICES AND
LANGUAGE
Beyond the underlying Greek and Hebrew
texts, the Authorised Version also displays
a number of translation choices that
undergird a full-orbed Biblical theology and
practice of evangelism. One of the classic
phrases describing evangelistic labour
18
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is to be found in the AV’s rendering of
Proverbs 11.30, ‘he that winneth souls is
wise’. Doubtlessly aided by the inﬂuence
of Charles Spurgeon’s book entitled
The Soul-Winner, this concept of ‘soul
winning’ came to dominate the Protestant
understanding of evangelistic witness. Yet
several modern versions have opted for
an alternate translation and readings that
wholly eradicate the application of
this text to Gospel outreach. Some
versions translate the phrase in
such a manner that it becomes a
mere matter of wisdom attracting
the notice of others, e.g. New Living
Translation (NLT) ‘a wise person
wins friends’; Christian Standard
Bible (CSB) ‘a wise person captivates
people’.
Other contemporary Bibles have
jettisoned the Hebrew text of
Proverbs 11.30 in favour of a
contrary reading found in the
Septuagint and Syriac: e.g. Holman
Christian Standard Bible (HCSB)
‘violence takes lives’; Revised Standard
Version (RSV) ‘lawlessness takes away
lives’; New Revised Standard Version
(NRSV) ‘violence takes lives away’; New
English Bible (NEB) ‘violence means the
taking away of life’. Without delving into
every complexity, we might simply note
that the rendering of the AV preserves an
element of application to the immaterial
and spiritual aspect of man, ﬁrmly
establishing an important Old Testament
basis for the wisdom of persuasive
evangelistic labours.8
The familiar concept of ‘saving souls’
is also secured in the AV’s use of such
terminology throughout the New
Testament. The engrafted Word of God is
said to be ‘able to save your souls’ (James
1.21), moving beyond a consideration of
bodily life alone to the spiritual salvation of

a man, whereas several modern versions
neglect to make mention of the soul at all
(e.g. the NEB, HCSB and New International
Version [NIV]). This is seen once more at
the end of the letter, as James again writes
of how one ‘shall save a soul from death’
(5.20; NIV ‘save them’; HCSB ‘save his life’).
Where Paul writes of ‘them that believe
to the saving of the soul’ (Hebrews 10.39)

so again do numerous modern versions
downplay and eliminate the Apostle’s
focus on that immaterial aspect of man’s
being (e.g. CSB, HCSB, NEB, NIV, NRSV).
As Christians face a continual struggle to
bring a perishing world to understand
the spiritual and eternal consequences of
sin, the AV’s witness is clear. In a faithful
representation of the original Greek, the
AV unashamedly speaks repeatedly of the
sinner’s dire need for salvation, not in body
alone but also in soul.
Beyond the particularities of translation
choice, it is striking to discover that one
of the most maligned aspects of the
Authorised Version also constitutes one of
its greatest evangelistic assets. Language
often identiﬁed as outdated and archaic
brings a rhetorical force with it that
presses home the Biblical message. As
19
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time; behold, now is the day of salvation’
(2 Corinthians 6.2) on the lips of an
open-air preacher, compared to the NLT’s
rendering ‘Indeed, the “right time” is now.
Today is the day of salvation’. Likewise,
passages such as John the Baptist’s
exclamation ‘Behold the Lamb of God’
(John 1.29), lose the potential sense of
an imperative towards the contemporary
hearer when translated without the
interjection (e.g. ‘Here is the Lamb of God’,
CSB, HCSB, NRSV).

the Apostle asks, ‘how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not heard?’
(Romans 10.14), so the AV was translated
with thoughtful consideration of how the
penetration of Biblical truth into the soul
often comes through the ear by the voice
of another. Gordon Campbell writes, ‘it is
clear that the translators had the practice
of reading aloud (in homes as well as
churches) in mind’.9 It is a text composed
with a consciousness of intended
employment in aural witness-bearing,
such that Alister McGrath comments,
‘there is no doubt that the translators gave
careful consideration to ensuring that
the translation could be understood by
those to whom it was read, rather than just
those who read it’.10 As a Bible uniquely
translated with an ear towards its hearers,
the voice of the AV still reverberates
powerfully today.

If the interjections ‘lo’ and ‘behold’ often
seem somewhat archaic in the ears of
modern hearers, the repeated use of the
particle ‘O’ throughout the AV seems to
immediately relegate its language to a
bygone era. Yet once more this language
serves to accurately communicate the
original text according to its full persuasive
import.13 English speakers today have
no trouble recognising the expressive
eﬀect of such phrasing as it brings the
sense of personal invocation and appeal.
The charge that ‘thou art inexcusable, O
man’ alongside every other sinner in this
world (Romans 2.1) carries that element
of personal address which is so easily and
powerfully brought from the pages of
Paul’s letter to the ears of the lost. While
there is an overarching movement away
from such terminology in contemporary
translation due to the perception of
archaism, the stubborn persistence of
these phrases in many modern versions of
such well-known Biblical texts stands as a
testimony of their communicative value in
today’s society.

Paul describes the apostolic preaching
of the cross not merely in terms of the
cerebral communication of truths, but
‘as though God did beseech you by us’
(2 Corinthians 5.20). This persuasive
pathos, as it is found in the original Biblical
texts, ﬁnds an outlet in the Authorised
Version’s faithful translation work
particularly through the frequent use of
interjections such as ‘lo’, ‘behold’ or the
particle ‘O’. The interjections, brought over
from the original Greek and Hebrew,11
serve to ‘signal the spectacular nature of
an event (e.g., “Behold, an [sic] angel of
the Lord came upon him”—Acts 12:7) or
the profound importance of a statement
(“Lo, I am with you always [sic]”—Matthew
28:20)’.12 This emphatic eﬀect helps to
transform many classic evangelistic texts
from statements of fact into compelling
Gospel calls.

Both in the aforementioned cases and in
general, perceived archaisms and linguistic
peculiarities arguably constitute a net
gain for the cause of evangelism insofar
as the AV may thus be said to be ‘the most
aphoristic book in the English language’14
in the eyes of one literary scholar. Far

One need only consider the contrast
between hearing the two-fold resounding
proclamation ‘behold, now is the accepted
20
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from a liability, the singular phrasing and
unique terminology of many verses in the
AV are not easily forgotten. Many today
forget to consider in their clamour for
colloquialism that ‘a Bible translation that
sounds like the daily newspaper is given
the same level of attention and credence
as the daily newspaper’.15 An evangelist
should desire that the seed that is the
Word of God would have every earthly
hope of taking root in the minds of those
who hear it. The combination of distinct
language with the rhythmic cadences of
even narrative prose that ‘often has the
pulse of poetry’16 preeminently qualiﬁes
the verses of the Authorised Version to be
remembered long after an evangelistic
encounter has concluded.
Having seen the great beneﬁts of the
AV’s language, the potential drawbacks
of the translation’s antiquity are relatively
minor to overcome. While the retention
of archaic pronouns such as ‘thou’ and
‘thee’ will forever prove an irritant to some,
no serious argument can be made that
these forms are incomprehensible to the
man on the street. While most may not
understand the grammatical distinctions
separating the use of each pronoun, it
would be odd to ﬁnd even a child who
does not understand the meaning of ‘thou
shalt not’.
In addition to the greater ﬁdelity to the
Biblical texts, the retention of these
pronouns in translation may actually
prove to be a speciﬁc aid in evangelistic
outreach to Muslims. Seeing that the
Arabic language preserves a greater
variety of pronouns expressing these
similar grammatical distinctions, it has
proven common for English translations
of the Qur’an to adopt the same archaic
English pronouns, including the recently
published Study Quran.17 When it comes
to the vast harvest ﬁeld of Muslim

evangelism, the accuracy of this pronoun
usage may actually break down barriers
rather than erect them. For those relatively
few remaining terms scattered throughout
the Authorised Version that have so fallen
out of use as to become unintelligible,
there are many excellent editions which
provide a gloss in the margins.18

THE CULTURAL
INFLUENCE OF THE
AUTHORISED VERSION
Finally it must be mentioned that the
Authorised Version is of particular aid
in evangelism in English-speaking
nations because of its status as a ‘cultural
institution’.19 Secular and Christian scholars
alike are constrained to agree that the AV
is singularly implanted within the public
consciousness unlike any other translation.
Linguistics scholar David Crystal has gone
so far as to publish a work examining
over two hundred idioms, from ‘in the
beginning’ to ‘vengeance is mine’, that
have found popular expression due to
the inﬂuence of the AV. As he explains,
‘If someone is looking to the Bible for a
catchy title for a book, ﬁlm, or pop song, or
wanting to grab the reader’s attention in
a headline for a newspaper or website, it
is the King James Bible they’re most likely
to pick up’.20 While the impact of the AV
on general Anglophone culture has been
the subject of many books and essays,21
its inﬂuence may also be found within
various English-speaking subcultures.
The great discourses of the American civil
rights movement were clothed in the
language of the Authorised Version. One
scholar writes, ‘the King James Version is
to African American preaching, oration,
and literature what Alexander Pushkin
was to Russian literature’.22 This pervasive
presence of the AV in Anglophone culture
21
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provides a linguistic bridge towards even
those persons who have never picked up
and read a copy.

is remarkably suited to serve Englishspeaking Christians in their public
witness. In it, a rich evangelistic theology
is brought forth from those texts that
the Lord has preserved throughout all
ages. Its singular language conveys
the persuasive force of many texts and
faithfully reﬂects the meaning of the
Scriptures. A passage from the Authorised
Version will stick in the ear and stay with
a perishing sinner whether it is desired or
not; movies, books and the nightly news
echo its language. Numerous peoples
and cultures ﬁnd a particular aﬃnity with
this translation above others. Despite
what might seem to be common wisdom,
the Authorised Version will no doubt
continue to bring many souls before the
Throne of Grace for years to come and has
been singularly blessed by the Lord for
this great work.

It is therefore important to note that it
is the AV that dominates the collective
cultural consciousness of the most
well-known Bible passages. The Ten

Commandments thunder from Sinai with
each ‘thou shalt not’ (Exodus 20.13–17).
The Lord’s Prayer ends with ‘the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen’ (Matthew 6.13). The Psalmist walks
through ‘the valley of the shadow of death’
(Psalm 23.4). The angel proclaims ‘good
tidings of great joy’ to all people (Luke
2.10). Rest is oﬀered to all that ‘labour and
are heavy laden’ (Matthew 11.28). All these
and more are a great gift to evangelists
that should not be lightly cast aside. In
His providence, the Lord has seen ﬁt to
provide such touchstones for witness in
society. It behoves the wise soul winner to
make ample use of these by utilising that
Bible which God has blessed to shape and
inﬂuence even the very culture about him.
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O

n a glorious autumn morning
we were struck afresh with the
splendour of the changing
leaves. There can be a rich beauty
as God’s own handiwork comes to
the end of life; we thought of the
spiritual attractiveness of the mature,
mellowed believer, sanctified and
ripened for glory (cf. 2 Corinthians
4.16). But then we have that solemn
word in Isaiah 64.6, ‘But we are all
as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our
iniquities, like the wind, have taken

us away’. Usually when Scripture
speaks of a leaf, flower or grass fading,
withering or falling, the illustration
is of the uncertainty of life and the
certainty of the eternal death of
unbelievers (cf. James 1.11, 1 Peter
1.24). Conversely, greenness and a
lack of withering set forth union with
the Lord and His Word, the certainty
of the things of God and the eternal
fruitfulness of His people (cf. Psalm 1.3,
Jeremiah 17.7–8).
But this theme is also beautifully set
forth in relation to the Word of God
itself. The words of the messenger
to Jehu are very instructive—‘Know
now that there shall fall unto the earth
nothing of the word of the LORD…’
(2 Kings 10.10). We read of the grass
withering, the flower fading, but the
Word of our God standing for ever
(cf. Isaiah 40.8, 1 Peter 1.24–25). The
Eternal Word, our Lord Jesus Christ,
assures us that ‘Heaven and earth shall
pass away: but my words shall not
pass away’ (Luke 21.33). The written
24
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Word of God is as unchanging and
unchangeable as the Eternal Word
(cf. Hebrews 13.8); it cannot wither,
fade or fall!
It is this unalterable written Word
that the Society, as God’s feeble
instrument, seeks to translate into
the languages of the world and
distribute among the nations. It
is our great burden to send forth
Scriptures that are as true to the
providentially preserved original
texts as possible, by the use of literal
translation methods undertaken
by spiritually exercised men. What
spiritual confidence can all involved
in doing and supporting this work
have, knowing that the work cannot
be in vain, for the words published
are God’s eternal words!
In order to facilitate this translation
and granting work, the Lord kindly
provides us with the necessary
resources in the form of staff,
premises, finance and much more, for
which we remain deeply thankful. It
is with gratitude that we can report
that the General Committee has been
able to set a balanced budget for TBS
London for 2018, due in part to the
Lord’s goodness in the provision of
another significant legacy in 2017.
Legacy income can be very volatile,
and it has been the Society’s desire
for some years that the Lord would
enable us to get into a position
where a budget can be set that is not
dependent upon legacy income in
the year of receipt—this has been
achieved in the 2018 budget, which
is also a cause of great thankfulness,
particularly after the financial

challenges of 2016. Our revenue
budget remains tight and there is very
much more that could be done were
the funds available, but we would ever
be as clay in the hands of the Heavenly
Potter (see Isaiah 64.8) in terms of
what can be achieved. We seek your
prayers that we may be good stewards
of the resources given.
One of the issues that the Society
faces is the sheer volume of external
regulation, which at times seriously
detracts from the fulfilment of our
core objectives. Of course we are
not unique in this regard, with many
small and medium size charities
being big enough to be caught by
the requirements, but too small
to have the dedicated resources
to deal with them. Our latest two
significant challenges are the Code
of Fundraising Practice (even though
the Society does not do fundraising in
the usual sense) and the General Data
Protection Regulations. We seek your
prayers for the wisdom and enabling
to deal with these challenges.
We remain deeply thankful to all our
members, supporters and friends
for their partnership with us in this
work, practically, financially, and
especially in prayer, and we gratefully
acknowledge receipt of anonymous
gifts totalling £41,035.84 (which
includes an anonymous CAF voucher
for £30,000.00) for the period July to
September 2017.
Brethren, pray for us!
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THE GOSPEL
OF CHRIST

The sermon preached at the
Society’s 186th Annual General
Meeting by Mr Jabez R. Rutt, Pastor of
Lamberhurst Strict Baptist Chapel, Kent

F

the vital necessity and power for the
work.

or our gospel came not
unto you in word only,
but also in power, and in
the Holy Ghost, and in
much assurance.

When the apostle preached first in
Thessalonica (as recorded in the
seventeenth chapter of the Acts) the
unbelieving Jews raised up a great
tumult against him. Indeed almost
wherever he went a great tumult was
raised up, with men shouting that these
men ‘have turned the world upside
down’ (Acts 17.6). When the Gospel is
preached with the power of the Holy
Ghost it literally turns our world upside
down.

1 Thessalonians 1.5

W

e draw your attention to the
Apostle Paul’s first epistle to the
Thessalonians chapter 1 and
the first part of verse 5: ‘For our gospel
came not unto you in word only, but
also in power, and in the Holy Ghost,
and in much assurance’. This is the
apostle’s Gospel, which he received from
heaven: that divine commission that he
had to go forward among the Gentiles
to preach the everlasting Gospel of Jesus
Christ. The Lord gave him great success;
but as he mentions, the Holy Ghost is

We are in the world; we are of the world;
we have a carnal nature; we are born
in sin; we are shapen in iniquity; we
believe in that fundamental Scriptural
doctrine of the total depravity of man.
Man fell into sin: it was a dreadful, utter,
complete fall. And man has no ability
whatsoever to deliver himself from that
fall. But as Martin Luther learned, there
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is a solution which is entirely of the
grace of God. As Paul says in his epistle
to the Ephesians (2.8), ‘by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God’.

The Holy Spirit
So let us look firstly here in
1 Thessalonians 1.5: ‘and in the Holy
Ghost’. We want to look at the divine
Person of the Holy Ghost. I purposely
use that word Person: He is a divine
Person. He is not an emanation from
the Godhead. He is not an attribute of
Almighty God. He is the glorious third
Person in the Trinity—the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghost. The Holy
Ghost proceeded forth from the Father
and from the Son (cf. John 15.26). The
Lord Jesus, preaching the everlasting
Gospel, spoke to and taught His disciples
saying, ‘I send the promise of my Father
upon you’ (Luke 24.49)—that promise is
the Holy Spirit.
Nothing can be done in a spiritual way
without the Holy Ghost. The divine
work of the Spirit of God is vital. Hence
He makes this distinction for the good
news of salvation: ‘our gospel came not
unto you in word only, but also in power,
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance’.
The Lord Jesus clearly and beautifully
sets before us the sacred Person and
work of the Spirit of God in that blessed
discourse, in John 14, 15 and 16, which
is usually referred to as His valedictory
discourse. He says unto the disciples,
‘But the Comforter [capital C because
He is a divine Person], which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance,

whatsoever I have said unto you’ (John
14.26). This glorious divine Person is the
Spirit of God. We would not say ‘He’ if
referring to an attribute, but a Person.
In John 15 we read in verses 26 and
27, ‘But when the Comforter is come,
whom I will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall
testify of me [that is the divine work]:
and ye also shall bear witness, because ye
have been with me from the beginning’.
These Scriptures reveal to us the vital
need of the Holy Ghost, the indwelling
of the Holy Ghost. ‘He’ is what makes
a true Christian believer: a person
cannot be a true Christian unless the
Holy Ghost makes them live and dwells
in the heart. As the apostle says to the
Ephesians, ‘And you hath he quickened,
who were dead…’ (Ephesians 2.1).
The apostle when writing to the church
at Corinth says ‘know ye not that your
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost’
(1 Corinthians 6.19); ‘know ye not
that ye are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you’
(1 Corinthians 3.16). How vital then that
we ask the questions: Does the Spirit of
God live in my heart? Has the Spirit of
God quickened my soul to life? These are
absolutely essential questions.
In the discourse in the Gospel according
to John the Lord Jesus goes on in 16.7
to say, ‘Nevertheless I tell you the truth;
It is expedient for you that I go away:
for if I go not away, the Comforter will
not come unto you; but if I depart, I will
send him unto you’. Here Jesus uses the
personal pronoun—‘I will send him’.
This is not an attribute: it is a glorious
divine Person, the third Person in the
blessed Trinity, co-equal and co-eternal
with the Father and with the Son. And
we are given a solemn admonition in
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The passage in John also says ‘and of
judgment’. When the Holy Spirit comes
to a sinner’s heart, He convinces them
that they must one day appear at the
judgment seat of Jesus Christ and give
an account before Almighty God for
the whole of their life. ‘It is appointed
unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment’ (Hebrews 9.27). When the
Spirit of God comes to the heart that is
what He teaches: that we are lost sinners,
fallen sons and daughters of Adam.

the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ: if
we speak a word blasphemously against
the Son it shall be forgiven, but if we
speak a word blasphemously against
the Holy Spirit it shall never be forgiven
(cf. Matthew 12.32; Mark 3.28–29).
Attributing the work of the Holy Spirit
to the devil is a solemn, awful thing, a
blasphemous thing to do. A person who
does such shall never be forgiven.
These sacred doctrines are purposely set
before us in the Word of God to instruct
us that He is a divine Person. When that
blessed divine Spirit was poured forth on
the day of Pentecost, the promise of the
Father was sent. The Spirit was poured
forth from heaven in a sacred effusion of
power and love and grace.

The Holy Spirit teaches from the Word
of God, since He is the author of the
Word of God—‘holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost’ (2 Peter 1.21). We can absolutely
depend upon the Word of God. We hear
scholars say today, ah, but the Bible only
contains the Word of God. However, we
know that it is the Word of God, from
Genesis to Revelation: it is the pure, holy,
inerrant Word of God. We can absolutely
depend on it. What is written here, in
this blessed book, is the Word of God. It
was inspired by the divine and blessed
Spirit of truth (John 14.17, 16.13).

Jesus speaks further of the Spirit:
‘when he is come, he will reprove the
world of sin, and of righteousness, and
of judgment’ (John 16.8). The Spirit
did so when He came on the day of
Pentecost, and He continues to do so.
Men and women were convicted and
convinced. It says He will reprove: if you
have a marginal reference for the word
reprove it probably says convince. It is
a very strong word. He will absolutely
convince: ‘he will reprove the world
of sin’. He will convince you that you
are a sinner; this is one of the marks
or evidences of being possessed by the
Holy Ghost. You do not just think, you
know and feel that you are a sinner.

It goes on in John 16.13 to say, ‘Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth’. He is the
Spirit of truth, ‘for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear,
that shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come’. The Spirit is a revealer:
He reveals things to those souls whom
He has quickened. He reveals their
sinfulness; He reveals the holiness of
God; He reveals the day of judgment; He
reveals Christ: ‘He shall glorify me: for
he shall receive of mine, and shall shew
it unto you’ (verse 14). How vital, how
essential, is the divine work of the Holy
Spirit in the heart! How vital it is that we
have a living experience of God’s Word!

It says further in John 16.8, ‘and of
righteousness’. God is righteous, pure
and holy. In Isaiah we read: ‘Holy, holy,
holy, is the LORD of hosts’ (Isaiah 6.3).
He is the Eternal God who dwells in
light inaccessible, unto which no man
can approach, immortal and invisible
(cf. 1 Timothy 6.16). Do you know you
are sinners? Do you know that God is
righteous and holy?
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In Word Only
Our Gospel—the Gospel of the grace of
God in Jesus Christ—if it comes unto
you in word only it will only enter your
intellect. In 1 Thessalonians 1.5 Paul is
making a distinction from those who
have only an intellectual understanding
of the truth. They might have sat under
a very sound ministry; they might have
been clearly catechised (and I am not
speaking against that); they might have
been taught in the faith and know the
truth of God. But they know it only in
the head: they have only an intellectual
understanding. It might be a very
good, sound, expansive intellectual
knowledge, but if it is only intellectual it
is not living: it is in word only.
Paul says concerning the faith of the
Thessalonians that it was not in word
only but in power; and that is what we
so need: the divine power of the Holy
Ghost. The beautiful epistles of Paul
are so deeply instructive to us in the
ways of truth and righteousness and the
spiritual understanding of the Word of
God. In 1 Corinthians, 2.9–11, he says
to those at Corinth,
But as it is written, Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared
for them that love him. But God
hath revealed them unto us by
his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of
God. For what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of
man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man,
but the Spirit of God.
What a wonderful testimony if we have
that witness: the witness of the Spirit

in our heart that we are the children of
God! Paul goes on to say (verses 12–13),
Now we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the spirit
which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely
given to us of God. Which things
also we speak, not in the words
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things with
spiritual.
What it means here is comparing
Scripture with Scripture. Then Paul
writes (verses 14–16) a most important
doctrine of our most holy faith.
But the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.
But he that is spiritual judgeth all
things, yet he himself is judged
of no man. For who hath known
the mind of the Lord, that he may
instruct him? But we have the
mind of Christ.
The apostle speaks very emphatically
concerning the Spirit of God: ‘If any
man have not the Spirit of Christ’—this
means the Holy Ghost, because they are
one—‘he is none of his’ (Romans 8.9). In
1 Corinthians 12.3 he says, ‘no man can
say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Ghost’. He means in a living vital way: to
be able to say He is my Lord. Not just any
lord: He is my Lord; He is my Saviour;
He is my Redeemer; He is my Deliverer.

In Power
Let us return to our passage in
1 Thessalonians: ‘For our gospel came
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not unto you in word only, but also in
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in
much assurance’. In power: have we
known the power of the Gospel? Has it
reached into our hearts? Has it changed
our lives?

good comfort; thy faith hath made thee
whole’ (Matthew 9.21–22). It was the
Spirit of faith that led her to Christ.
But mark this: faith does not come
alone; there must be repentance. The
actual literal meaning of repentance
is to turn right around completely. By
nature we are dead in trespasses and
sins. The world is our element. But when
the Spirit of God gives real faith and
repentance we turn right around. The
apostle calls it ‘repentance toward God,
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Acts
20.21).

We read in the Holy Scriptures of
the graces of the Spirit (Galatians
5.22–23)—brought when the Holy Spirit
dwells in a poor sinner’s heart, when He
brings you into union with Christ. But
how does He bring us into union with
Christ? He gives faith. Faith is the gift of
God; it is a divine work, a divine grace
of the Holy Ghost wrought in the heart.
How vital it is!

What a glorious active grace repentance
is. I find a lot of people
confuse the doctrine of
repentance with sorrow;
because a person has
lots of tears they believe
it is real repentance.
And indeed true, real
repentance will produce
Godly sorrow, a
‘repentance to salvation
not to be repented of’
(2 Corinthians 7.10).
So where do we find real repentance?
Where do we find the Spirit of faith in
all its glory and loveliness? At the cross
of Christ.

T

he more you
feel yourself
a sinner, the
more you feel the
preciousness of
Christ.

I remember years ago
reading—I think it was
in William Gurnall’s
Christian in Complete
Armour—of the graces
of the Spirit. Faith works
with love, patience,
humility, repentance:
these are some of the
divine graces of the
Spirit of God. What so
enlightened me was
this: He said that these graces never
come alone, one at a time. You cannot
have faith without repentance; you
cannot have faith without love. They are
like the five fingers of a man’s hand: it
is not a complete hand if one of them
is missing. And so it is that the divine
graces of the Holy Ghost are wrought in
the heart of the true believer. The Spirit
of God gives faith.

I look back into my own personal
spiritual experience in my late teens. I
was here in the city of London and the
Lord began to work in my heart. I had
gone away from a Godly home and
thought ‘I will have my freedom and
do what I want to do’. I say that to my
shame. The Lord had other ideas—for
which I am very thankful—and began
to work in my heart and soul. For some
two years the Spirit of God convicted
and convinced me more and more that I
was a sinner before a Holy God.

What does faith do? It looks alone to
the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith lays hold of
Christ. It is like that woman who came
pressing through the crowd when Christ
was here on earth. What did she say? ‘If
I may but touch his garment, I shall be
whole’; and He replied, ‘Daughter, be of
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One day I had a sense of the majesty
and the holiness of Almighty God. It
made me tremble. I was rooted to the
very spot; the holiness and the majesty
of God struck me with awe. This is
not everyone’s experience, so please
don’t think that I am setting my own
experience for everyone else to follow;
that is not the case. On the day after this
experience I went into my office all alone
and instead of a sense of awe of God, of
His majesty, I felt enmity. I remember
shouting out loud: I will not have this
man to rule over me (cf. Luke 19.14). O
the terrible enmity that rose up in my
heart: ‘the carnal mind is enmity against
God’ (Romans 8.7). I look back to that
experience and realise that the Lord
taught me things that have come out so
clearly since I have been in the ministry.
‘It is not of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God that sheweth
mercy’ (Romans 9.16). I was running in
the opposite direction, and even when
the Lord showed me His holiness and
majesty my heart rose up in terrible
enmity against this holy, holy, holy God.
In His great grace the Lord did not take
me at my word that day. Over the next
two years, by His Spirit He convinced
me and convicted me day after day what
a sinner I was, how wretched I was, how
ruined I was, how undone I was. I was
in such terrible darkness and suffered
such awful temptations and such terrible
bondage. I believed that God could
never have mercy upon such a wretched,
rebellious sinner. I couldn’t possibly see
how it could be otherwise!
I began attending the means of grace:
I was listening to the preaching of the
Gospel. That preaching was to me a
reminder that I was too great and too
awful a sinner. I had rejected this great
God of love and grace. But in the most

sovereign way—when I was brought
absolutely to the end of myself—the
Lord appeared. I came home from
work, all alone, and picked a book off
my father’s bookshelf: it was a book of
sermons by J. C. Philpot. I opened it to
a sermon on the text ‘ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, may…know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge’
(Ephesians 3.17–19). The scales fell off
my eyes, and light, life and liberty flowed
into my heart: O the preciousness of
Christ!
Before, wherever I went, everything
was all darkness and bondage and there
was no hope. Now I went out for a walk
in the fields near where I used to live,
and all the trees of the field clapped
their hands. Everything had changed:
such light, life and liberty filled my
heart. Christ was so precious to my
soul; He was the altogether lovely One,
the chiefest among ten thousand. The
Gospel had come to me not in word
only, but also in power. It absolutely
changed my life: it turned me right
around. From that time you could
not keep me out of the Word of God.
Every single day I searched the Holy
Scriptures, and learned the precious and
wonderful things that the Holy Spirit
revealed to me in the person of Christ,
in the Word of God, the way of truth!

In much
assurance
‘For our gospel came not unto you in
word only, but also in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance’.
That assurance of faith comes when
Christ is made so precious to your
soul. You can look back at the way the
Lord has led you and the wonderful
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you that you are a poor lost sinner, but
also that Jesus is an Almighty Saviour.

things He revealed to you. But as the
Christian believer goes on there is still
that divine witness of the Spirit with
our spirit. There is still the conviction
of sin, and it gets deeper and deeper as
the Holy Spirit reveals to you more of
your sin. He witnesses with your spirit,
giving you a tender conscience. You
delve more deeply into
that word in Jeremiah
by the teaching of
the Spirit, ‘the heart
is deceitful above all
things, and desperately
wicked’ (Jeremiah
17.9).

In the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah we
read that our gracious eternal Father
laid upon His only begotten Son the
iniquity of us all. When you catch
a sight of that dear Saviour in your
wretched place and
stead, you will have
a sacred realisation
given to you that ‘he
was wounded for
our transgressions,
he was bruised for
our iniquities: the
chastisement of our
peace was upon him;
and with his stripes
we are healed’ (Isaiah
53.5). So the blessed
Spirit leads you more
fully to view and to see
this glorious Saviour.

A

s the Spirit of
God deepens
that work of grace
in the heart and
shows you more
clearly what you
are, He will lead
you more clearly
to see Christ

There is a balance
in divine teaching.
As you go forward
in the Christian
journey, as you are
taught more deeply
your sinfulness, so
the blessed Spirit will
lead you more fully,
more clearly to view
the glorious Person of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. The more you feel
yourself a sinner, the more you feel the
preciousness of Christ.

Often I look at it
like this: when the children of Israel
sinned grievously against the Lord He
sent fiery serpents among them and
whoever was bitten died. But Moses
cried unto the Lord and was then
commanded to make a brazen serpent
and to lift it up amidst the camp of
Israel and whoever looked on that
serpent was saved (Numbers 21). It was
the serpent-bitten ones that needed
to look; and it is those who have been
taught of the Spirit that they are sinners
that need to look to Christ. Those in
the immediate vicinity where that
serpent was would have looked at it and
would have seen all the details of that
serpent. Those right on the periphery
of the camp of Israel could only see the
brazen serpent in the distance and yet
in looking they still lived.

If ever my poor soul be saved
’Tis Christ must be the way.1
So Christ becomes the centre, the sum
and substance of all your hopes and
desires.
As the Spirit of God deepens that work
of grace in the heart and shows you
more clearly what you are, He will lead
you more clearly to see Christ. As the
Spirit deepens the work in the heart, He
will bring us to Calvary, to Gethsemane;
He will bring us to that place where the
Saviour bore the sins of His people. This
is the divine work of the Spirit: to show
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It is not the depth of your experience:
those that were close saw it very clearly,
very beautifully; they could see all the
details. Those in the distance could not
see all the details but they still lived. So
it is with the Gospel. Some are brought
really close to Christ; they have close
union with Christ, such clear views
of Him and His glorious sin-atoning
sacrifice. Others on the periphery of the
camp cannot tell you all the great details
of the doctrine of truth, but they look
and live. Have you looked? ‘Look unto
me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth: for I am God, and there is none
else’ (Isaiah 45.22). Look unto Jesus:
‘looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God’
(Hebrews 12.2).
I have spoken of my early experience,
of what is commonly known as being
under the law and the deep sense
of sin and wretchedness. But if the
blessed Spirit brings you to Calvary to
view the glorious Person of the Son of
God, manifest in the flesh, crucified,
wounded for our transgressions,
bruised for our iniquities, you will
know deeper conviction of sin than
you knew under the law. You will see
what your sins have done to your holy
blessed Saviour. Then you weep tears of
deep repentance and feel Godly sorrow.
You grieve over the awful heinousness
of sin when you see it in the sufferings
of Jesus Christ
That holy sinless life the Saviour lived as
a man here below fulfilled the holy law
of God. ‘Think not that I am come to
destroy the law…but to fulfil’ (Matthew
5.17): and that is what Christ has done.
He has fulfilled that holy law on behalf

of His people in every jot and every
tittle. He was made of a woman—think
of the natural condescension of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, who left the
bosom of His Holy Father. He came
into this sin-cursed world, and lived
perfectly obedient to the holy law that
He had given. Why? Love: infinite,
divine love. ‘God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son’
(John 3.16).
The Lord Jesus Christ is the
righteousness of the church, an
everlasting righteousness. He is Jehovah
Tsidkenu ‘the LORD our righteousness’
(Jeremiah 23.6). We have been thinking
recently of Luther and ‘the just shall
live by faith’ (Romans 1.17). We are
justified: by faith in Jesus Christ, by
faith in His glorious righteousness, by
faith in His holy sin-atoning sacrifice.
In the precious sin-atoning blood that
He shed, there is an atonement that has
been made for sin.
All penal wrath to Zion due,
Infinite justice on him threw.2
We can never begin to enter into the
depths of the agonies and sorrow and
the tremendous weight and burden of
the sin of the whole church that was laid
on Christ. We are given tiny glimpses of
His being in agony: His sweat as drops
of blood falling down to the ground.
But then you see sin in its true light
when you have a view by faith of that
blessed Saviour in your wretched place:
suffering, bleeding and dying for you.
The Holy Spirit opens up to us the
Word of God and you get a clear sight
of the divine nature of the eternal Son
of God: ‘the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth’
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work: as Paul says in Galatians 4.6, ‘God
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father’.
Notice the connection of the three
Persons of the Trinity: all are involved
in our salvation.

(John 1.14). That is Christ and that is
the centre, sum and substance of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.
I remember years ago a man writing
to me who said in his letter, ‘Why is
it that you are always speaking on the
person of Christ?’ I thought, ‘Man, what
am I supposed to preach?’ ‘We preach
Christ crucified’ (1 Corinthians 1.23).
This is the everlasting Gospel, centred
in Peter’s glorious, eternal confession,
‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God’, to which Christ replied,
‘Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona:
for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven…and upon this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it’ (Matthew
16.16–18). They will try but they never
will prevail against this glorious Saviour.
‘Other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ’
(1 Corinthians 3.11). This is the eternal
foundation.

Sometimes we can get a wrong view
and think of the Father as being some
austere Being sitting up in heaven who
cannot be approached: an angry God.
What a totally perverse view that is!
He is the most loving, gracious God.
Think of the words of Christ, ‘for
the Father himself loveth you’ (John
16.27). Jeremiah quotes the Father as
saying, ‘Yea, I have loved thee with
an everlasting love: therefore with
lovingkindness have I drawn thee’
(Jeremiah 31.3). Where have we been
drawn to? To the glorious Person of
Christ. That glorious sacrifice on the
cross of Calvary, that atonement for
sin, at one moment unites together the
Triune God and sinners; there we were
reconciled. It is there that peace was
made between God and man, and the
Eternal Father is well pleased.

When the Apostle Paul was writing to
his son in the faith Timothy, he spoke
of how the Lord called him by His
grace although he had persecuted the
church and was a blasphemer. Then he
breaks out into those beautiful words,
‘Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, be honour
and glory for ever and ever. Amen’
(1 Timothy 1.17). He was meditating
on the work of the Spirit in his own
heart and how the Lord had led him to
the glorious Person of Jesus Christ, and
he saw Him as his only Redeemer, his
only Saviour, the immovable rock, the
eternal rock of ages.

It is for His righteousness’ sake—it can
never be for your righteousness since
‘all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags’
(Isaiah 64.6). We are all as an unclean
thing; we go forth from the womb
‘speaking lies in hypocrisy’ (1 Timothy
4.2). You may accuse me of painting a
pretty black view of human nature. But
I can’t paint it black enough. You are a
lost sinner. There is only one Saviour,
Jesus Christ, who is ‘the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever’ (Hebrews
13.8). But think too of that precious
sin-atoning blood of the Saviour: ‘the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin’ (1 John 1.7).

‘For our gospel came not unto you in
word only, but also in power and in the
Holy Ghost and in much assurance’.
That sweet assurance of faith, that lovely

The Holy Spirit brings you close to that
Saviour, close to that cross and that
34

Issue Number: 622 – January to March 2018
precious sin-atoning blood. And all
the dignity and worth of that precious
blood is in this: that He is the eternal
only begotten Son of the Father. There
is an infinite fulness in the blood of
Christ: it cleanses away absolutely the
sin of the whole true church of God.
Peter says, ‘forasmuch as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers; but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot’ (1 Peter
1.18–19), ‘the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world’ (Revelation
13.8).

old, the local Church of England vicar
used to come in and take the school
assembly. My son came home one day
and said, ‘Dad, Mr So-and-So said that
the Lord Jesus was just like we are and
He used to do wrong things. That is not
right, Dad, is it’. How true; Jesus did not
sin, He knew no sin.

Oh that precious sin-atoning blood! Is
the blood of Christ precious to you?
He poured out His life. We read in
Leviticus, ‘he shall even pour out the
blood thereof…the blood of it is for the
life thereof ’ (Leviticus 17.13–14). Some
speak of Christ on Calvary as if He were
at the mercy of all His enemies and died
in utter weakness. What a perverse view
of the truth! Jesus said regarding His
life, ‘No man taketh it from me… I have
power to lay it down, and I have power
to take it again. This commandment
have I received of my Father’ (John
10.18).

Have you ever thought about the
importance of that? If Jesus Christ had
committed one sin—rejected be the
very thought!—we would be lost for
ever! That sacrifice, that precious blood,
had to be pure and holy to make it an
acceptable sacrifice. Jesus lived a pure
and a holy life and offered a pure and
holy sacrifice. He became a real man,
had a real true nature, body and soul,
lived here as a man: the Son of God
was made flesh and dwelt among us,
‘tabernacled’ among us, was without
sin. The matchless condescension of
the Eternal God coming into this sincursed world, living as a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief, living a holy
perfect life with His people, beset on
every hand by the works of the devil
and by sinful and wicked men until He
offered that glorious sacrifice to put
away sin. The world only ever needed
that one glorious offering and will never
be in need of any other offerings.

The life Christ is speaking of is that
holy human life that He took in the
womb of the virgin Mary. How vital is
that doctrine of the virgin birth to our
most holy faith. If He had been born by
natural generation, He would have been
born in sin and shapen in iniquity as we
are (cf. Psalm 51.5). Instead the Holy
Ghost overshadowed Mary and that
holy Child which was born of her was
called the Son of God (see Luke 1.35):
without sin, perfect, pure, holy. When
my son was probably five or six years

‘Now once in the end of the world hath
he appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself ’ (Hebrews 9.26).
The Lord Jesus Christ is a complete,
perfect, Almighty Saviour who ‘is able
also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing
he ever liveth to make intercession for
them’ (Hebrews 7.25). As our theme
verse (1 Thessalonians 1.5) says, ‘For
our gospel came not unto you in word
only, but also in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance’. It
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to Christ and give us a living experience
of His truth day by day.

is a very blessed thing when Christ is
revealed and light and life flow into the
heart. He is the light of the world, and
what a glorious light that shines.

The wise virgins had what was
needed, but the foolish did not. While
the foolish virgins were gone, the
bridegroom came—Christ came—
and the wise virgins, who were ready,
entered into the celestial city. The
door was shut forever. They were shut
in: they were in that glorious eternal
covenant in Christ by the power of the
Holy Ghost; they were in union and
communion with Him; they loved Him.
The foolish virgins had believed that
they were right with Him, but there
is more to real religion than thinking.
They received the word in word only.

Conclusion
When Christ was first revealed to me
I was in utter darkness. It was as if
I was shut up in a room in a prison
and there were no windows, no light;
there was absolute, utter darkness. If
you walk out of a dark place into the
bright sun it takes a while for your eyes
to get used to the brightness of the
light. When I was drawn to the Lord
that night and the Gospel shone into
my heart it was like the door opening
and the sun shining so brightly I could
hardly see. I could hardly see for the
brightness that shone into my heart
and soul. It set my heart free and I
gained liberty.

The foolish virgins even had an
experience that they were His. Have you
an experience that you are in Christ?
When those foolish virgins came they
said, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us’. But He
said, ‘I know you not’ (Matthew 25.11–
12). In essence He was saying I did not
know you in those eternal counsels of
election and you were not among those
that the Father has given to me; I did
not know you when I was crucified on
the cross on Calvary; I did not know
you when I rose from the dead; I never
knew you. Depart from me.

But a solemn word: think of the ten
virgins in Matthew 25. Five of them are
wise, five are foolish. In the professing
church of God on earth are those that
claim that they love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity and in truth. But
the Lord who searches the heart and
tries the reins (Jeremiah 17.10) can see
clearly. There were five wise virgins who
had oil for their lamps: they had grace;
they had the Holy Ghost; they received
the Word with power. The foolish—
you and I could not tell any outward
difference between them and the
wise—they have no oil in their lamps;
they had not the Holy Ghost; they had
not the grace of God; they were empty.
How searching our Lord Jesus Christ is;
how we need to make our calling and
election sure (2 Peter 1.10). We should
seek those sweet confirmations from
the Lord, asking Him to keep us close

In another parable He speaks of the
same thing: ‘Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord… And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me’ (Matthew 7.22–23).
What a solemn thought!
How stands the case, my soul,
with thee?
For heaven are thy credentials
clear?
Is Jesus’ blood thy only plea?
Is He thy great forerunner there?3
I can think of nothing more solemn,
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more awful than to come to the day of
judgment when, as clearly portrayed to
us in Matthew 25, the whole world is
gathered before Christ and He separates
them into the goats and the sheep. He
puts the sheep—those people that have
grace—on the right hand and says,
‘Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world’ (verse 34).
Come, my sheep, that know my voice.
‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls’
(Matthew 11.28–29).

us, looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God’
(Hebrews 12.1–2)?

Then He speaks to the goats on His left
hand and says, ‘Depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels’ (Matthew
25.41).

1. D. Herbert in Gadsby’s Hymns no. 678.
2. W. Gadsby, Gadsby’s Hymns no. 536.
3. J. Kent, Young People’s Hymnal no. 235.

Where do you stand? Where do I
stand? Are you safe in Christ? Are
you following Christ? Are you a true
believer in Christ? Have you been able
to ‘lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and…run
with patience the race that is set before

Oh my dear beloved friends, may the
Lord be pleased to add His blessing to
these few things that we have brought
before you. ‘For our gospel came not
unto you in word only, but also in
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in
much assurance’ (1 Thessalonians 1.5).

Endnotes:

To hear this sermon, please go to
www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.
asp?SID=10317933110. Links to this
and other TBS sermons may be found
on our website at www.tbsbibles.
org/?page=audiovideo.

For with thee is the
fountain of life: in thy light
shall we see light.
Psalm 36.9
3377
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Scriptures
In
ntroduction

based on the Critical Greek Text, leaving many
words or passages either missing or mistranslated.
Thus it was that, under God, in 1996 a new Ndebele
Bible translation project was commenced by the
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland (FPCS) in
conjunction with the TBS.

he Republic of Zimbabwe
we is a
landlocked country
in the south of Africa,
populated by over fourteen
million people. Some 85% off
the population identify as Christian,
ristian,
with 62% attending church regularly.
egularly

The translation team in Zimbabwe, which included
several native Ndebele translators, were surprised by
the extent of the changes required. As well as minor
adjustments to the text, whole passages had to be
translated afresh. This required much prayer and
research, using many other resources including the
Greek and Hebrew texts, other Ndebele and local Bibles,
and the Bible commentaries by Matthew Henry and
John Gill. For difficult translation questions the advice
of the TBS was sought, and the final decision was given
by the FPCS.

Laanguage in Zimbabwe
Sixteen official languages are spoken, the top three
being English, Shona and Ndebele. Around two
million Zimbabweans are native Ndebele speakers.
The Ndebele language was developed from the Zulu
language, and did not have a written form until
missionary William Sykes, circa 1860, reduced the
language to script. Following this Sykes translated
the Gospel according to Matthew in 1884 and later
the entire New Testament.

TB
BS Ndebele Bible
The publication of an accurate and faithful Ndebele
translation based on the Hebrew Masoretic and
Greek Received Texts finally took place in 2012. The
reception to the new Bible
has been extremely positive,
and several printings have
taken place, with many tens
of thousands of copies already
distributed.

Translation Project
The whole Bible was
subsequently translated into
Ndebele, but over time the
need for a better edition
became apparent, not least
because the extant New
Testament translations were

The Free Presbyterian Church at Ingwenya

Victoria Falls form part of the natural border between Zimbabwe and Zambia
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PRODUCT NEWS
NDEBELE
Bible
product code: NB
ISBN: 978 1 86228 419 7
black vinyl covered hardback
references, section headings
page size: 210 x 138mm (8.3" x 5.4")
thickness 33mm (1.3")
print size: 10 pts
UK: £8.00 | Euro: €11.25 | Aus $18.00
Can $15.50 | NZ $18.40 | USA $12.50

Bible with Metrical
Psalms
product code: NBPS
ISBN: 978 1 86228 214 8
black vinyl covered hardback
references, section headings
page size: 210 x 138mm (8.3" x 5.4")
thickness 33mm (1.3")
print size: 10 pts
UK: £9.00 | Euro: €12.65 | Aus $20.20
Can $17.50 | NZ $20.75 | USA $14.00

Golden Thoughts
Calendar
product code: GTCNDE18
UK: £0.36 | Euro: €0.50 | Aus $0.65
Can $0.55 | NZ $0.65 | USA $0.50

Large Print
Booklets
product code:
NLTB3 The Church of the Living God
product code:
NLTB9 The Law of the Lord
page size: 210 x 148mm (8.3" x 5.8")
UK: £0.15 | Euro: €0.20 | Aus $0.35
Can NA | NZ $0.35 | USA $0.25

New Testament
product code: NNT
ISBN: 978 1 86228 328 2
black vinyl covered hardback
paragraphed text, chapter headings
page size: 209 x 128mm (8.2" x 5")
thickness 13mm (0.5")
print size: 10 pts
UK: £3.50 | Euro: €4.95 | Aus $7.85
Can $7.75 | NZ $8.00 | USA $5.50
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How to offer free
Bibles on your
website
It is hoped that this will be the ﬁrst in a series of
occasional articles in which ideas for circulating the Holy
Scriptures are discussed. This short article explains how
a church website can easily be used as a distribution
channel for Bibles.

M

any churches, chapels and assemblies
have found that having a website is an
invaluable means of communicating
with their local communities. On these websites
one would expect to ﬁnd some background
information about the church and its history,
details of when and where meetings are held,
and perhaps an archive of sermons to listen to.
But less common is an oﬀer of a free Bible.

J The Process
The process usually works as follows:
1. A ‘Free Bible’ page is created on the church
website and made accessible via the homepage.
2. A website visitor accesses the page and reads
about the oﬀer.
3. The visitor requests a free Bible by submitting
the necessary personal information on a website
contact form or by email.
4. This information is received by the individual
nominated by the church to administer the oﬀer.
5. The oﬀer administrator passes the contact
details on to the TBS Sales Team, either at once
or when a batch of requests has been received.
6. The TBS Sales Assistant processes the order
on the church's account, which attracts a 35%
discount, using the applicant’s address for
delivery.
7. The Bible is despatched by TBS and received
by the applicant.
8. TBS sends the invoice to the email address
on the church account and the church treasurer
pays the invoice.

J Free Bibles
Over recent years several supporters of the
Society have found that a good number of
Bibles can be distributed by oﬀering them free
of charge on their church websites. Typically a
church contact will send the applicant’s details
to us, we will invoice the church account (which
has a 35% discount) and then despatch the
Bible.1
A contact of ours from Essex, England, wrote
the following regarding his experiences
administering such an oﬀer.
Since our Gospel Hall is quite small, we
did not expect to have much take-up
for the free Bible oﬀer. But we have
been pleasantly surprised; several Bibles
have been given away each year since
starting this oﬀer, some to local people
and others to individuals overseas who
have somehow found their way onto
our website. Not having to despatch the
Bibles ourselves [see below] has made
this much more manageable for us.

J Questions to think

about
In considering whether such a scheme is
right for your church, chapel or assembly, the
following questions might be helpful:
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How many Bibles would you be prepared to
send out each month? You are unlikely to be
ﬂooded with requests, but it is worth thinking
this through in advance.
Which Bibles would you send? Typically a
hardback, medium-print text Bible such as the
TBS Windsor Text Bible (product code 25A) is
most suitable.
Would you like to place any restrictions on
where you will send Bibles? You may wish to
restrict applications to your local area or your
own country, or you may be happy to send
Bibles internationally.
Would you like TBS to supply and ship the
Bibles, or would you prefer to purchase the
Bibles and packaging materials and send them
yourselves?
Who in your church would take responsibility
for administering this oﬀer?

The following example text can be used
and adapted for the Free Bible Offer
page on your website

J Next Steps
If you are interested in pursuing the idea of a
free Bible oﬀer for your church website, consider
working through these steps:
1. Commit the idea to the Lord in prayer.
2. Share this article with the leader(s) of your
church, chapel or assembly.
3. Establish who will manage the free Bible
requests from your website.
4. Ensure that your church account details with
TBS are up to date.
5. Update your website to include the free Bible
oﬀer. The text below is given as an example and
can be adapted to suit your circumstances.
In the distribution of the Word of God some
seed will fall by the way side, some upon a
rock, and some among thorns. But some will
fall on good ground, spring up and yield fruit.
(cf. Matthew 13, Mark 4, Luke 8). May the Lord
greatly bless the distribution of faithful editions
of the Holy Scriptures through this and other
means.

FREE BIBLE OFFER
Holy Bible

If you would like to receive a free Bible, please email your details to us at
contact@churchname.co.uk. The Bible you receive will be a mediumprint hardback edition of the Authorised (King James) Version. If you
require a large print edition please state this in your email.
 Your details will only be used for the
purpose of sending a free Bible to you.
 One free Bible per household only.
 UK addresses only.
 Please allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery.
In your email please include the
following information:
1. Your full name
2. Your full address, including your UK
postcode
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Your Bible will contain a suggested daily
reading plan which will enable you to know
what to read each day. This plan will take
you through the whole Bible in two years,
covering the New Testament and Psalms
twice.

We hope and pray that the Lord
will speak to you through His Holy
Word, the Bible.

Customer
Discounts

I

n order to promote the wide circulation of the Holy
Scriptures we operate a discount structure for sales
orders. Please see the table below for details of
discounts which relate to certain types of accounts.
These rates apply to our London
headquarters; readers living
in areas covered by one of our
branches should contact their
local branch oﬃce for their rates,
which may vary.

Customer Type

Description

Discount

Church

For Christian churches, assemblies
and chapels.

35%

Mission

For organisations or societies
which conduct or support Christian
missionary work at home or overseas.

35%

Trade
(Retail)

For retailers who sell Bibles and other
TBS products to the public.

35%

Special
Terms

Closely aﬃliated customers who
regularly place very large orders.

45%

Trade
(Wholesale)

For wholesalers who sell Bibles and
other TBS products to retailers.

50%
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Promotional Codes
We also oﬀer discounts relating to shipping and free distribution which can be applied to
any type of order—website, phone, email or post. For website orders a promotional code
can be applied during checkout, as per the list below.

Promo Code

FREEDIST35

Description
35% oﬀ eligible items which
will be given away free of
charge in Christian evangelistic
work at home or overseas.
Eligible items are:

Eligibility
Customers with no
discount in the previous
table.

Hardback, paperback, or
ﬂexible vinyl Bibles
Hardback, paperback, or
ﬂexible vinyl New Testaments
 Gospels  Calendars
Tracts and booklets

UKFREESHIPPING25

£3.00 oﬀ shipping for orders
of £25.00 and over (excluding
VAT) where delivery is within
the UK.

All UK customers

FREEDIST35+SHIP25

35% oﬀ eligible items which
will be given away free of
charge in Christian evangelistic
work at home or overseas PLUS
£3.00 oﬀ shipping for orders
of £25.00 and over (excluding
VAT) where delivery is within
the UK.

All UK customers

FREESHIPPING1000

100% oﬀ shipping for orders of
£1,000.00 and over (excluding
VAT), including for international
shipping.

All customers

Please note that we are no longer able to oﬀer bulk discounts for calendars, but calendars
are eligible for the customer discounts in the ﬁrst section and for the Free Distribution
Discount.
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The Word of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters may not be doctrinally
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing
that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance of His
Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.

Europe

to contacts in USA, Canada, Sweden, Italy,
Spain, Uganda, Australia and of course
to lots of my contacts in the UK, who in
turn send to their relations all over the
world. People are testifying to how their
Bible reading and prayer lives have been
transformed through daily Scriptures. A
lot of the people did not read the Bible
every day till they started receiving
Golden Thoughts Calendars. Every year I
get requests for more copies and all my
contacts are so grateful that they receive a
copy each year!

FFrom Portmahomack,
Highlands, Scotland
H
This is a photo I took of a TBS poster
Th
displayed at a caravan park operated
by the Free Church (Continuing). Along

From Elephant & Castle, London,
England
I would just like to thank TBS for this grant

Poster at a caravan park

with the witness, it’s good to see also the
Lord’s Day being kept special.

From London, England
Bible distribution in Zimbabwe

My Golden Thoughts Calendars are sent
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of Bibles. I returned from Zimbabwe last
Saturday having had an encouraging visit
with pastors our church supports. I was
able to take about a third of the books
with me—the rest having been posted. I
attach a picture of two happy recipients.

From England
This is not so much an enquiry as a letter
of encouragement. I often travel from
Canterbury West to Broadstairs on the
train and while waiting on the station
today I saw your poster ‘Repent ye, and
believe the gospel’. Please be encouraged
that this is prominently displayed and a
sound witness to the many thousands of
people who use this busy station.

FFrom Armenia
One of the highlights of this year
O
wa the arrival of a new shipment of
was

rapidly spreading and we now receive
requests for Bibles on a daily basis.
However, distribution of the new Bibles
began even before they ‘oﬃcially’ entered
the country. At the customs terminal,
the oﬃcials were very interested in what
the shipment of Bibles was, and were
quite chuﬀed and pleased to be oﬀered
some copies for themselves. Not only
was half a box of Bibles distributed to the
individual customs oﬃcials, but one copy
was also requested for the oﬃce. One of
our workers was especially delighted to
see that the TBS Words of Life calendar
that she had gifted to these oﬃcials last
year when the Russian TBS Bibles were
brought into the country was hanging in
pride of place in the government oﬃce.
The Bulgarian driver of the shipment of
Armenian Bibles was delighted when he
was given a Russian Bible from last year’s
shipment, and immediately took it into his
cabin to look at.
Last year, a group of ﬁve or six ladies came
to the oﬃce and were able to receive
their own Armenian Bibles. They were
particularly excited as they had already
been reading this translation of the Bible.
The owner of their small local shop had
received her Bible some months before
and they had all been gathering round

Bibles arrive in Armenia

Eastern Armenian Bibles from the UK. It
ﬁlls our hearts with joy that we now have
a huge storeroom full of God’s Word ready
to distribute. Once again, we want to
express our sincere gratitude to Trinitarian
Bible Society for their generosity in
providing us with approximately 25,000
Armenian Bibles for free distribution in
Armenia.
Ladies receive Armenian Bibles

The news of the arrival of these Bibles is
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anything we are accustomed to here in
this
th Bible every morning to drink coﬀee
the West. It is such a privilege to be able
together,
read a chapter and discuss
to
to support such exciting ventures, and
what
w they were reading. The group had
we know that God’s Word goes out with
grown
and having just one Bible was
gr
power and we pray that it will be used to
now
no proving to be a diﬃculty. Every few
change many lives.’
months,
a sports trainer comes to our
m
oﬃce
oﬃ for Bibles. He works with the army
FFrom Greece
recruits
around the borders of Armenia.
re
As
As he travels to the various barracks to do
TThe little church in Pireas sends
his
hi work he always takes with him boxes
love and greetings. The calendars
lov
of
of Bibles and distributes them to soldiers
you sent last year were a great blessing.
at
at their often very remote locations. There We have two soup kitchens in Athens for
is
is another brother in Christ
who
w has taken on himself
the
th responsibility of visiting
prisons
on a regular basis.
pr
He
He also comes regularly for
Bibles
to distribute among
Bi
the
th prisoners and staﬀ. Yet
other
ot Bibles ﬁnd their way to
schools,
universities, hospitals,
sc
the
th police force and so on.
Sometimes
individuals will
So
come
co and ask for a Bible
to
to send to their Armenianspeaking
relative who has
sp
gone
go abroad to try and make
Albanian Bible study in Greece
a living. In this way Bibles have
found
their way to Russia,
fo
refugees twice a week. The hall is full,
Ukraine
and Georgia. A very enthusiastic
Uk
with about 100 Greeks and immigrants
Christian
brother who was working as a
Ch
(Syrians, Afghans, Iraqis, Arabs). Christian
policeman
in Armenia felt called to resign
po
literature is distributed. A large quantity of
from
fro his job last year and go as a full-time
calendars is given in the prisons we visit.
missionary
to a remote distant area of
m
There are many immigrants in the prisons.
Russia,
towards Siberia, where he plans to
Ru
In the refugee camps we receive many
start
st up a church for the local Armenians,
requests from families, isolated individuals
of
of which there are many. He was brought
and immigrants. Calendars were given
up
up in a Christian family and it was a lovely
to small meetings, home Bible studies,
day
da when he came, with his brother who
etc., frequented by refugees. Many of
was
w supporting him, to ﬁll his car full of
these meetings oﬀer small buﬀet meals.
Armenian
Bibles to take with him as he left A considerable number of calendars was
Ar
his
hi home and drove to Russia.
sent to churches in the provinces (outside
Attica) where there are many refugees,
The
Th response to the Armenian Bible has
especially around the camps. We do thank
been
be overwhelming over the last few
God for you and all you are doing for His
years
ye and continues to be so. There is a
hunger
for the Word of God which is unlike glory.
hu
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A
Africa
From Nairobi, Kenya
I appreciate the good work you’re
doing to enlighten fellow Christians
through Golden Thoughts Calendars in
our region. I gave out copies for last year
which has inspired fellow Christians to
read the Bible. Positive remarks from
Christians have been observed, that they
are able to read the Bible every day on
their own. I kindly request for more copies
for 2018. I thank you for being a blessing to
us and may God bless you.

FFrom Nigeria
TThank you for all your sacriﬁcial
eﬀo in making the calendars
eﬀorts
available to us in time. After sharing these
calendars prayerfully, we saw those who
received them are so grateful and glad
to give themselves more close to Christ
and to become a work for Christ in the
vineyard. The calendars inspire them to
study their Bible daily and even memorise
some verses of the Bible according to the
calendars. It encourages me as well, and
many that are making use of it to have
God’s Word more, which has aﬀected our
faith positively. I appreciate your eﬀort
of love shown to us. We are encouraged
in our love for Christ and in our services
to Him who has called us. May God
strengthen you and make your sacriﬁce of
love fruitful more in Jesus Christ’s name.
Hope to hear and receive 2018 Golden
Thoughts Calendars in the due time.
Thanks and God bless.

From Mbale, Uganda
Dear friends, the picture is of
one of the people who got the
calendars 2018 which you sent to me.
We have reached schools, hospitals,

churches, training
centres, open
air meetings.
The people have
been encouraged
by reading the
Bible every day
in homes, oﬃces
and places of
Calendar distribution in
work. Thanks
Uganda
so much for the
work you are
hiss
doing in Uganda. During this month this
year we have got many homes having
home fellowships and they want us to
noot
visit them but there are many we cannot
reach. I request for some copies of the
Bibles this year as many can’t aﬀord to
elp
p
buy, and we have some people who help
in evangelism. I request if we can be
help
provided with the Word of God it will help
op
pe
them to move. Thanks once again. I hope
to receive the ones on 2019 too.

IIndia
FFrom Bangalore, India
Greetings to you in the name ooff
G
the Lord Jesus Christ. I would likee tto
o
express my sincere gratitude to one and
nd
d
all for providing me the Bibles and Golden
den
Thoughts for 2018. As we read the holyy
Scriptures daily it ﬁlls and renews us with
ith
power and hope. Rather than changing
g
the life of others, it has changed me a b
bit
it
me
too by blessing the people who curse me
and love the people who hate me. I started
artted
ded
to pray for others, since God has provided
ning
me everything in life. I started questioning
myself, what is my contribution to the
as
society? The answer was zero. Prayer has
led me into leadership in contributing aatt
various ﬁelds. His touch is marvelous and
nd
mighty; none can stand or be compared
ed
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to one non-Christian gentleman. I gave
one English Holy Bible to a man working
at the mill in town, who gave this Bible to
his son who is studying in a college. They
are poor people. For this wonderful way
the LORD is leading me, I thank you for
strengthening my hands, amen.

The Americas
T
Posters for use in India

FFrom Canada via Twitter
TThe Canadian branch of TBS has
be able to place posters on
been
public transport. Spotted this one this
morning.

parallel with His children. Thanks for your
prayers and the Word of God which has
boosted me and many in and around the
world in strengthening us as we walk
alone with His strength and power.
Glory be to God almighty. We keep
and hold you in our prayers. May
the Lord bless you and your team
for the contribution and dedication
in serving the Lord through the
Golden Thoughts. This is awesome,
matchless and incomparable vision
and mission accomplished.

From India

The Word of God on Canadian transport

May the dear Lord Jesus bless you
all mightily as you receive this
little letter of our grateful thanks. I thank
you for sending to me
32 English Holy Bibles
and 25 English New
Testaments. What a
blessing. I have posted
the letter informing you
of receiving these Bibles.
I gave three English New
Testaments to a village
preacher. He came to our
home from 200 miles.
Now he takes these to
his village and distributes
them there. I gave one
big English Holy Bible
A Bible for an Indian boy

FFrom Arlington, VA, USA
First of all, thank you for printing
Fi
KJV Bibles and the articles on your
website defending that. I’m a recent
convert from NIV/ESV and I’m incredibly
thankful for those who’ve never strayed. (I
was brought up on the NIV—I had no idea
the Bible diﬀerences.) Thanks also for the
children’s Reformation quiz. My children are
combing through the articles and working
on their quiz with great enthusiasm. I used
to do a yearly ‘reformation month’ with
them but have fallen oﬀ recently. Thanks
for breathing new life into it! Finally, can I
request your Quarterly Record?
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