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The 187th
Annual General
Meeting

GOD WILLING

commences at 11.00 a.m. on

Saturday, 15 September 2018
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London SE1 6SD
The Business Meeting at 11.00 will include
reports and updates on the Society
Society’ss work.
After the Business Meeting,

at 2.00 p.m.

The Rev. E. T. Kirkland
Minister, Ballyclare & Doagh Free Church of Scotland (Cont.)
is expected to preach.
Lunch will be served between the Meetings.

All are invited to attend.

2

FROM THE
DESK OF THE

General Secretary

O

n 13 January 2018, the Rev. Gerald
Hamstra, the Society’s President,
passed away after several years of
ill health, aged ninety. In the inscrutable
wisdom and providence of the Lord, his
wife, Theresa, to whom he had been
married for fifty-four years, passed away a
few weeks later, on 28 February 2018. Of
one mind, and ‘heirs together of the grace
of life’ (1 Peter 3.7), they humbly laboured
together for the glory of God and the good
of men throughout their married life. ‘And
I heard a voice from heaven saying unto
me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die
in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours;
and their works do follow them’ (Revelation
14.13).

after long and faithful service to the Society,
it is thought appropriate on this occasion to
include the following paragraphs.
The Rev. Gerald Hamstra was born on
17 March 1927 in Zwaagwesteinde, the
Netherlands, where he was brought up
in the troubled pre-war and war years by
his God-fearing parents. He, together with
his parents, moved to Canada after the
war. In 1951 he moved to Grand Rapids,
Michigan, USA, and following additional
studies at Calvin College he continued
the teaching career he had commenced
in the Netherlands, ultimately becoming
the principal of the Netherlands Reformed
School in Grand Rapids.
It was in these years that the King and Head
of the Church was preparing Mr Hamstra
for the work of the public ministry. In
1958 he entered Westminster Theological

Whilst it is not customary to include tributes
to all the personnel who have passed away
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Seminary to study under (among others)
John Murray, Cornelius Van Til and Edward
Young. (In his latter years, when I was in his
presence, Mr Hamstra would often refer to
the privilege he had had of studying under
these most able, yet humble and Godly,
men to whom—under God—he said he
owed so much.)

with a most remarkable memory. He
maintained a keen interest in a wide variety
of subjects relating to the Kingdom of God
and sustained an extensive knowledge of
the many facets of the Society’s work. He
had a clear understanding of the Doctrine
of Holy Scripture, and contended earnestly for the maintenance of the historic
Protestant and Reformed understanding
of the divine inspiration and preservation
of the Word of God. He kept abreast of the
many challenges the Society faced in this
connection and often gave words of advice
and encouragement. He was rightfully valiant for the Truth and sought to do what he
could as a wise and gracious counsellor and
mentor to ensure that the Society would
not in any way drift from its historic and
Scriptural moorings.
In his life, the Rev. Gerald Hamstra was a
man greatly beloved and esteemed by
those who, like him, humbly feared the
Lord and trembled at His Word. He is a man
who will be greatly missed, not least by
the writer of this appreciation of his life.
By the grace of God, he served his generation faithfully. He fought a good fight. He
finished his course. He kept the faith. He has
now received the crown of righteousness
from his Lord (see 2 Timothy 4.7–8).

The Rev. Gerald Hamstra, 1927–2018

The Rev. Gerald Hamstra fulfilled his
public ministry in Toronto and in Dundas,
Canada; in Alphen aan den Rijn and in
Elburg, the Netherlands; in Clifton, New
Jersey, USA; and then again in Toronto,
Canada. Throughout his fifty-six years of
ministry (which was mostly as a minister
in the Free Reformed Church), Mr Hamstra
maintained a very close prayerful and
practical association with the work of the
Trinitarian Bible Society. He was a founding
member of TBS (Canada) and served first
as Vice-President and then as President
of the branch. Over these many years he
also served as Vice-President, and later as
President, of the entire Society.

The following is taken from the paragraphs
written at the time of the publication of the
Rev. Hamstra’s book of devotions, The King
in His Beauty.1 These sentences encapsulate
something of the sweet fragrance that
characterised the meditations published
each quarter in the Quarterly Record for so
many years, which have been so greatly
appreciated by our supporters. For most
of the Society’s members and friends, this
was all that they knew of the President of
the Trinitarian Bible Society. However, these
regular contributions portrayed something
of the Christ-exalting nature of his ministry
and the passion he had for the glory of God,
the exaltation of Christ, the necessity of the

The Rev. Gerald Hamstra was a humble,
wise and gracious man who was blessed
4
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possessing the Holy Scriptures, and having
it not only in their hands but also in their
minds and—by the grace of God—in their
hearts, and evidenced in the lives that they
desire (perhaps, with many failings) to live
to the glory of God.

work of the Holy Spirit and the humbling of
man in the dust of self-abasement!
The Rev. Gerald Hamstra’s meditations
on the Holy Scriptures are profound
but simple. They are experimental,
doctrinal and practical, warm and
devotional, flowing from a pastor’s
heart. Pre-eminently, they are Christ
centred and extol the Lord Jesus Christ
as Almighty God and the Saviour and
friend of lost and ruined sinners. They
graciously encourage the readers to
cast themselves—and to rest—wholly
and unreservedly upon the mercy of
God in Christ.

Having been divinely taught of the
greatness and gravity of their fall in Adam
and their redemption alone through the
finished work of Christ, they desire to show
their gratitude to their Lord and Master in
seeking His glory, the advance of His Kingdom and the spiritual good and wellbeing
of their fellow men, so very many of whom
are yet dead in trespasses and sin. They
know that it is not the voice of any mere
man that will ever be able to convict and
covert the spiritually dead. No, the need is
of the all-powerful Word of Almighty God,
the Sword of the Spirit. It is for this reason
that our supporters associate with the
Society in its work of circulating faithful and
reliable translations of the authoritative,
all-powerful and invincible Word of God to
our fellow men throughout the world. We
know—and can rejoice in the fact—that
our labour is not in vain in the Lord!

Over many years, the Rev. Hamstra
has been a gifted educator, and a
wise and gracious Pastor. He no doubt
benefitted greatly from his time at
Westminster and other academic
studies, but his qualifications for
the ministry came from Heaven. His
ministry and life evidence the unction
of one who has been enabled by God’s
grace to undertake his ministry in the
Master’s presence.
The Trinitarian Bible Society is greatly
indebted to the Rev. Hamstra for his
long, loyal, and prayerful support of its
work

For as the rain cometh down, and the
snow from heaven, and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth, and
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it
may give seed to the sower, and bread
to the eater: so shall my word be that
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I
sent it. (Isaiah 55.10–11)

On behalf of the Society, our sympathy is
extended to Alice Hamstra, and Kathleen
and Adrian Benschop, in their great loss.
May they know the comfort and consolation of their Lord and Master.

S

ince its inception in 1831, the Society
has been, and is today, favoured to
have many Godly and able men and
women identify with it in its distinctive testimony and work. By the grace of God these
men and women are the Lord’s people,
who have each proved for themselves the
inestimable privilege and blessedness of

In the pages of this edition of the Quarterly
Record are to be found:
 The advance notice of the Society’s
Annual General Meeting to be held in
London on 15 September, God willing. At
the Business Meeting (to which all are most
5

welcome) William Greendyk, the General
Secretary of TBS (USA) and the overseer and
coordinator of the Spanish Bible revision
committee, will address the Society’s
supporters on the great interest there is
among the Spanish churches in the work
the Society is undertaking. This meeting,
at which reports covering many of the
Society’s practical activities will be given,
should be of particular interest to our young
friends, whom we hope will be encouraged
to attend.

the Lord is building His church, and draws
our attention to the proportions of our
overall income and expenditure that relate
to the various elements of our activity on a
worldwide basis.
 ‘The Romanian Bible’ is a short article
giving a brief outline of the history of the
Society’s Romanian Bible that has just been
printed and which we rejoice to state is
now being circulated in different parts of
Romania.
 ‘Malawi – The warm heart of Africa’ is
Peter Hallihan’s latest article showing us
something of the geography, history and
spiritual need of Malawi and its people.
Sadly, this will be the last of Mr Hallihan’s
excellent and much appreciated contributions to the Quarterly Record as will be
noted from the reference to his retirement
in the Editorial Report on page 10.

 ‘Fear Not. Faint Not.’ is a devotional
article by Pastor Michael Harley, a Member
of the Society’s General Committee and
minister of Friston Baptist Chapel, Friston,
Suffolk, in which he ably places ‘our light
affliction’ and the ‘weight of glory’ in the
divine balance of the Word of God.
 In his Editorial Report, Jonathan Arnold,
the Editorial Director, introduces some of
the basic principles of the Society’s Bible
translation activity and provides the latest
information on our projects.

 ‘The Word of God Among All Nations’
contains an array of extracts from letters
acknowledging the receipt of Scriptures in
different parts of the world.

 Joe Sayers, the Secretary of the Wessex
Auxiliary, gives a very informative and
encouraging overview of the work that
has been undertaken in schools, prisons
and elsewhere in the Wessex area of the
south of England, which shows what can
be accomplished at a local level if there are
personnel who are willing and able to be
engaged in the distribution of the Word of
God.

It is hoped that all the articles in this edition
of the Quarterly Record will be found to be
both of interest and of spiritual profit.
Brethren pray for us!

Endnote
1. The Messenger, vol. 60 no. 8, September
2013, doczz.net/doc/3751313/2---freereformed-churches-of-north-america. The
Rev. Hamstra’s book The King in His Beauty
is available through Reformation Heritage
Books (www.heritagebooks.org/products/
the-king-in-his-beauty-hamstra.html)
should any of our readers desire to obtain
a copy.

 ‘The Love of the Truth’ is the address
that the Rev. Dafydd Morris, one of our
Deputation Speakers, gave at the Society’s
UK Auxiliaries Conference last year. It is an
interesting and profitable short study of
‘The Truth’ in 3 John.
 The Resources Director, David Broome,
in ‘The Treasury’ reminds us of the fact that
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FEAR NOT.
FAINT NOT.
For our light affliction, which is but for
a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding andd eternal weight of glory

2 Corinthians 4.17

by Pastor M. J. Harley
Member of the General Committee

W

ith what kindness, ministered so lovingly, our Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ, is constantly encouraging us in His Word. We do
not have to read far in the Holy Scriptures before we come
across ‘fear not’ or its like. They are words which precede such a variety of
situations. Surely we may conclude that, in principle, any situation we are in
is numbered among them.
We may find Him speaking thus from Genesis to
Revelation. ‘Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and
thy exceeding great reward’ (Genesis 15.1). ‘Fear
none of those things which thou shalt suffer …
be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life’ (Revelation 2.10).

are not able to kill the soul … the very hairs
of your head are all numbered’ (Matthew
10.28, 30).

And we find the same continually throughout
the Word of God. For example,


‘Fear not: believe only’ (Luke 8.50).


‘Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour
with God’ (Luke 1.30).


‘let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not
tremble’ (Deuteronomy 20.3).

And very gently comes the admonition, ‘If thou
faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small’
(Proverbs 24.10).


‘And fear not them which kill the body, but

In the verse previous to our text (2 Corinthians
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4.16) we find, ‘we faint not’. Only when we have
first met with such words do we dare to draw
the conclusion which opens verse 17, dare to
believe that what is heavy is actually light, the
burdensome bearable, the painful endurable.
For each affliction is a heavy affliction, a
considerable burden, a painful episode when we
are in the middle of it; indeed, these are a most
unwelcome intrusion into our lives.
So the Saviour promises to ease that affliction
even while we are still suffering. He first works
on the spirit of our minds. He knows how it helps
to consider the brevity of the believer’s affliction
when compared with the everlasting life that
His children are inheriting. The affliction seems
long but it is not when seen in the framework of
eternity.
But the real help to minds thus prepared lies
in the ‘weight of glory’. How weighty does the
affliction appear to each beleaguered disciple!
But the treasure which it holds is out of all
proportion to present endurance. Much, much
more weighty will be the treasure in eternity.
The affliction which we carry bears down upon
our body. It is a burden to our spirits. But it will
usher in a weightier reward in the presence of
our Saviour.
A weighty affliction has no intrinsic capacity to
produce treasure in heaven. It is of the Lord’s
gracious hand. For it is out of the very nature of
the affliction that He forges our weight of glory.
The very things which constitute our trouble will
‘work together for good’ (Romans 8.28) to an
extent which is not quantified in our text. It is
left to our imagination—nay, to our faith in what
the Lord will work exclusively for us, an eternal
acknowledgment of what we went through.
The King of Glory will reward our suffering for
His name. And if we reason within ourselves
that our suffering was only in the ordinary way
of things and not specifically on His business,
it is sufficient that we were in His army; we
should consider that it is simply because we
are identified with Him and maybe for no other
reason.
Glory is probably indefinable. It probably will
remain so even when we are experiencing it.
Maybe we could say that it is an unassailable
and recognisable status of exaltation and
victory, whether original (in the case of the
Godhead), granted (as the reward of the Trinity)

or achieved (but only by the grace of God). We
might stretch faith to believe that it is a badge of
honour as a mark of sustaining our faith in the
darkest hours: a definite gift of God.
So out of the very trial—which in reality is such
a relatively light affliction—the Lord weaves an
eternal glory as will reveal His abounding love,
out of all proportion to what we went through.
His grace is always generous, out of proportion
to our deserts. This is such a wonderful incentive
to keep faith. Our text encourages us to keep our
eyes fixed on Him who is invisible.
We may follow Paul’s example here. Three times
he besought the Lord to take away his thorn in
the flesh. Because we do not know what this
thorn was, it may stand for any affliction which
besets the Lord’s people. The Lord answered,
‘My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is
made perfect in weakness’ (2 Corinthians 12.9).
The reply is the same for us as for Paul. It came
to him by revelation. It comes to us because it is
written in the Holy Scriptures.
Our response may likewise be as Paul’s. ‘Most
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities,
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak,
then am I strong’ (2 Corinthians 12.9–10).
Thus the Holy Spirit enables Paul to apply
the principle ‘my strength is made perfect in
weakness’ retrospectively to every conceivable
drawback he can imagine and for future
encouragement also. And he is not alone.
Hannah takes up this principle by the Spirit in
1 Samuel 2.1–10, and Mary in Luke 1.46–55.
What great encouragements there are to
overcome in the Lord!
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Editorial Director’s
Report
by Jonathan Arnold
Editorial Director
The Society’s Bible translation and revision work

E

very true Christian is part of the household of God ‘and are built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone’
(Ephesians 2.20). The work of the Society and that which each worker and supporter
is prayerfully involved in seeks to point to the Word of God as our foundation and causes us
to enter into the labours of those who faithfully went before us.
In the Society’s work, whether it be distributing Bibles based on Reformation principles,
or translating God’s preserved Word, or engaging in indispensable prayer for the Lord’s
blessing on these vital but difficult tasks, it is (or should be) always uppermost in our minds
that we are dealing not with the edicts of an earthly ruler but that which have come from
the Sovereign of the universe. Our translation principles of formal equivalence are the
reflection of a high view of Scripture and God, to give the people of God His Word without
unnecessary embellishment. This comes from knowing that ‘every word of God is pure: he
is a shield unto them that put their trust in him’ (Proverbs 30.5).
We are dealing with the essential matter of God’s Word in our small part of the translating
and distributing of the Word of God. But we recognise that we ‘are compassed about with
so great a cloud of witnesses’ in this effort (cf. Hebrews 12.1). Not only is this seen in Biblical
history with men such as Josiah and most of all our Saviour but in Christian history too:
from Martin Luther’s German translation to William Tyndale’s English Bible and the work of
thousands who have followed in their footsteps. We today are recipients of a grand legacy
by God’s grace of a providentially preserved Masoretic Hebrew and Greek Received Text
and faithful translations produced by Godly people who have laboured tirelessly for the Lord.
Many of the translations or revisions we distribute are the result of decades of diligent work
through much trial and tribulation. The printing of the Bible is just the tip of the iceberg.
Knowing this, that these matters are placed into the hands of each Christian called to the
Kingdom for such a time, may it humble us in the work, in whatever capacity, to look at the
great work of the Lord’s hand to this point and encourage ourselves to heed the advice of
Paul to the Thessalonians, ‘But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing’ (2 Thessalonians
3.13).
9
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Receptus. We are very grateful to those who
helped with the preparation, funding and
printing of these Gospels, particularly to
firstBible International of Milford, Ohio, USA.
Please pray for the team in Malta as they
finalise their work on the New Testament.

Translation Updates
Romanian
The publishing of the Romanian Bible
marks, by the grace of God, the completion
of a detailed revision that the Society has
been engaged in since 2006. It has been
prepared with reference to the underlying
Biblical Hebrew and Greek texts, the Society’s
2002/2003 edition, and other older editions
of the Romanian Bible. It has been a great joy
to see the physical copies of the Romanian
Bible arrive at TBS headquarters and at our
distributor in Romania. Further information
about Romanian may be found on page 22
in this Quarterly Record and details of the
distribution of this Bible will be available in
due course.

‘For the word of God is quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart’ (Hebrews 4.12).

Staff Changes
It is with sadness that we announce that due
to ill health Peter Hallihan is retiring from the
Society. Peter began his work for us many
years ago as a deputation speaker, a task that
he continued after assuming full time work
at our London Headquarters as an editorial
assistant. Part of his task for the department
was writing the country and historical articles
for the Quarterly Record. His articles have
been greatly appreciated by many and no
doubt will be missed. The Society is very
grateful for his numerous years of service and
his research on a wide range of topics. We
pray that he and his wife will know the Lord’s
sustaining hand in this next stage of their life.

French
In February the French revision team met
to conclude their revision work on the
Gospel according to John and the Acts of the
Apostles. It has been a great encouragement
to see the progress made in recent months
with all four Gospels now translated. The
team’s attention has thus turned to the
Pauline Epistles. Lord willing, we intend to
publish the Gospel according to John in
French by the end of 2018.

Conclusion
Maltese

Please continue to pray for our translators,
a number of whom labour on translating
God’s Word while working secular jobs or
in pastoral ministry. Their translation work
places a significant demand on them, their
churches and their families, but they gladly
bear it for the prospect of a faithful translation
in their native tongue. In a work so vital and,
given its importance, so often attacked by the
devil may they be given grace and strength
in this task.

In the Lord’s goodness our revised Gospel
according to John in Maltese was published
and 100,000 copies have
bee printed, enough for
been
one for each household
on the Maltese islands.
Our
Ou earlier Maltese
Bible
Bib was translated
directly
from the English
dir
Authorised
(King James)
Au
Version
and is being
Ve
more
m closely revised
in comparison to the
Hebrew
Masoretic Text
H
and
an the Greek Textus

God willing, a full update on all the Society’s
Bible translation and revision projects will be
given in the combined Annual Report edition
of the July to September 2018 Quarterly
Record magazine.
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TBS Auxiliaries
Distributing the
Word of God
by Joe Sayers
Secretary of the Wessex Auxiliary

T

he Trinitarian Bible Society has for
many years had local auxiliaries,
often operating within a town,
city or small geographical area. Their
main purpose was to raise awareness of
the Society amongst local churches and
Christian supporters, and to promote
the sale of Bibles locally. Over forty years
ago, when the present writer was a boy,
there were numerous TBS auxiliaries all
over the country. In those days Bibles
were given to secondary school pupils as
standard issue, and the Word of God was
read in school assemblies every day as a
matter of course. Since then all that has
changed. Many schools no longer have
any religious element to their assemblies.
At the same time, many churches that
once supported the Society have now
closed, whilst those which remain and
continue to use the Authorised (King
James) Version are greatly reduced in
number. With the advent of the internet
the original need for local Bible sales has
largely gone. The population of the UK
has increased considerably and the prison
population has more than doubled. The
number of foreign nationals within those

prisons has also increased significantly.
A new auxiliary model for the twentyfirst century was therefore required,
enlisting the support of churches across
a region rather than locally, and with a
renewed emphasis on satisfying the need
for distribution into schools, prisons and
other institutions.
The first of the TBS Auxiliaries with this
renewed emphasis was the Bedfordshire
& Hertfordshire Auxiliary (now known
as the West Anglia Auxiliary) which
was re-formed in 2007. The second was
the Wessex Auxiliary. In February 2010,
the Chairman and Vice Chairman of
the Society at the time (both pastors of
churches in Wiltshire) invited a group of
eight men to a meeting in order to share
their burden for the formation of a new
auxiliary. After prayerful consideration,
five men came forward and the Wessex
Auxiliary Committee was formed, with its
five objectives being:
1. To promote the aims of, and interest
in, the Society, by circulating and
distributing uncorrupted copies of the
Word of God in the region.
11
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The Wessex Auxiliary would cover a
much larger area than had been typical
in the past, encompassing Wiltshire and
the six surrounding counties of Berkshire,
Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Somerset,
Dorset and Hampshire. An outline of the
scale of the auxiliary region was given, the
population is 6.7 million, with some 6,000
locations for distribution including 3,400
schools and colleges, 2,500 care homes, 17
prisons and 37 military establishments.

2. To work with and promote interest
amongst local churches in furthering
this work.
3. To seek opportunities for, and facilitate
practically, the distribution of the
Word of God in local schools, prisons,
nursing homes, military facilities and
other places as opportunities arise.
4. To arrange prayer meetings to bring
before our God the work of the Society
as a whole and the interests of the
Auxiliary in the region.

At the first formal meeting of the Wessex
Committee, a chairman, vice-chairman,
secretary and treasurer were elected,
and the Committee arranged to meet
quarterly to pray, plan activity and discuss
progress under the Lord’s gracious
influence. The men on the Committee
were from various churches which uphold
the exclusive use of the Authorised (King
James) Version of the Holy Scriptures,
all with their own distinctives and yet all
united in one desire: to see a growth in
the distribution of faithful copies of the
Word of God within the region. A mailing
list was constructed by inviting churches
and individuals across the region to be
kept informed of the Auxiliary’s activities.
An annual public prayer meeting was
arranged for supporting churches to meet

5. To promote membership of the Society
in the region.
An inaugural meeting of the TBS Wessex
Auxiliary was held at Derry Hill in
Wiltshire in January 2011. A gathering
of about eighty people from churches
across the region met to listen to the Word
preached and to hear of the plans for
and seek the Lord’s blessing on the new
work, as He might be pleased to open
doors in various places and provide funds
for Scripture distribution. There was a
noticeable desire amongst the churches
for this to happen, and the newly formed
Auxiliary Committee was encouraged to
go forward with the Lord’s help.

12
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together and seek the Lord’s blessing,
guidance and direction, in addition to an
Annual General Meeting
It was decided that, owing to the large
size of the region and the different
geographical areas in which the
Committee members lived, each member
would initially begin contact and
distribution in the local area in which they
lived. Auxiliary headed paper was created
and the content of a standard letter agreed
upon so that the work could begin.
Detailed research work was undertaken
by each Committee member to establish
the names, addresses, phone numbers and
email addresses of head teachers, prison
governors and chaplains, care home
managers and officers within the military.
This was time consuming but vital work,
establishing the key contact in each case
with the authority to accept copies of the
Scriptures into their establishment. The
initial response was slow, but there were
encouragements in prisons and some
schools in the first year.
Under God’s hand, 2012 was a special
year. It coincided with the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee, and the Society
produced a special commemorative
edition of the Bible, with schools
particularly in mind. The Auxiliary had
very few funds and there were hundreds
of schools to contact; the task seemed
daunting. Prisons were also approached
at this time. Initial responses began to
come in with requests for 20 or 30 Bibles
for smaller schools, but then much larger
numbers in the hundreds, then 500 and
in one case 900—one for each pupil in
a secondary school near the south coast
of Hampshire. Several prisons requested
large quantities, one taking 500 Bibles,
one for each prisoner. Most wonderfully
the Lord provided the means as well,
with donations coming in to match the

demand. At the close of the year, the
Auxiliary had distributed over 4,500
Bibles at a cost of over £10,000, all of
which was supplied through donations,
the Lord most graciously hearing our
prayers.
There were notable encouragements
during 2012. A Committee member
was taking a school assembly when
an older boy came to the head teacher
asking for a Bible of his own, saying that
after school he and his friend regularly
together read a Jubilee Bible which had
been given by the Auxiliary at another
school. The extra Bible was, of course,
willingly given and the Committee
member went home rejoicing! At a prison
where a Committee member attended a
Bible study there was some opposition to
the Authorised Version from one of the
chaplains, who said it was out of date and
used archaic language; but two prisoners
put up a defence. One said, ‘You need to
understand something. What you will
find with the Authorised Version is that
things are not left out of it just because it
is not politically correct to say them. This
version is very direct about sin, hell and
the justice of God’. Another said, ‘I want
to tell you something. If God speaks to
you through His Word, He will speak to
you in your own language, whatever that
language may be, because He will speak to
your heart’. He accentuated this by beating
his hand on his chest. The whole room
went silent. There was nothing else for
anyone to say!
Since 2012 the Wessex Auxiliary has
continued, and the Lord has opened
many more doors in schools, care homes
and prisons. Auxiliary personnel have
also been able to place Scripture Text
Posters on regional railway stations
and on the sides of buses; several direct
requests for Bibles have come from
13
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are merely instruments in His hand, and
we would give Him all the glory. Our
prayerful desire is that the Lord would go
on to bless His Word to the needy souls
of the Wessex region, across the UK and
throughout the nations of the world,
that ‘ … the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as
the waters cover the sea’ (Habakkuk 2.14).

individuals through this activity. Another
remarkable year was 2016, with over 30
schools opening their doors to Bibles
for classroom use, large print Bibles for
assemblies, and other literature too. It was
also a record year for foreign language
Bible distribution into prisons. We give
God all the glory!
Reflecting on the past seven years, one
of the joys and encouragements of the
Auxiliary has been the unity felt between
the brethren on the Committee and the
churches that have so loyally supported
the cause. When meeting as a Committee
or annually for the AGM, there has been
a gracious flowing together in meeting to
thank the Lord for His goodness and to
seek the blessing on the work, despite our
distinctives as individuals, churches and
denominations.

‘Now unto him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us, unto him be glory in
the church by Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without end. Amen’
(Ephesians 3.20–21).

Closing remark from the
Society’s General Secretary
We trust that what you have read of the
work of the Society’s Wessex Auxiliary
will be an encouragement for you to
take up a similar work in your local
area, particularly the distribution of
faithful copies of God’s Holy Word in
schools, prisons, care homes and other
establishments. If there are others in the
UK and wherever we have branches who
(after prayerful consideration) would
like to be involved in similar activities in
their areas, please contact the Society’s
offices. Where possible we will then seek
to put such individuals in contact with
others in their region who have an interest
in forming a TBS Auxiliary. It is the
Society’s desire to see TBS Auxiliaries, and
individual local churches and assemblies,
engaged in the circulation of the Holy
Scriptures, ‘which are able to make [men
and women, boys and girls] wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3.15).

Lessons learnt along the way have
been various, not least that the Lord
alone opens and shuts the doors for
distribution. Often the most unlikely
people are very receptive, and yet others
who seem more reasonable respond very
definitely against the Word of God. Many
head teachers, notably often at Church
of England schools, have been delighted.
Often heads of religious education
departments have been negative, but
have also been overridden by their head
teachers on occasion. It was a Muslim
guard on the gate of the prison who
alerted the chaplain, who then took
500 Bibles! We are always aware of our
responsibilities when contacting any
organisation—this is the Lord’s work and
we come in His Name.
We can look back with deep thankfulness
to the Lord for undertaking it all. The
members of the Auxiliary Committee
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The LOVE
of THE

TRUTH

by the Rev. Dafydd Morris
Deputation Speaker

T

he elder unto the wellbeloved
Gaius, whom I love in the truth.
3 John 1
For I rejoiced greatly, when the
brethren came and testified of the
truth that is in thee, even as thou
walkest in the truth.
3 John 3
I wrote unto the church: but
Diotrephes, who loveth to have
the preeminence among them,
receiveth us not.
3 John 9

Address by the Rev. D. P. Morris
given at the TBS Auxiliaries
Conference, 23 June 2017

I

n the third epistle of John we read
that the apostle loves Gaius (verse 1)
but condemns Diotrephes (verse 9).
There’s something very sweet in the first
part of this. The reason I’ve chosen to
say just a brief word is because of the
frequent references to ‘the truth’ in this
book. As a Christian society, obviously
we are concerned with the Word of God.
This Word is referred to as the oracles of
God, the Holy Scriptures, the truth. It is

not my truth nor your truth. Instead it is
an absolute: the truth.
Now it is a great matter to be concerned
with the truth. It is a great honour to be
involved in any way whatsoever with
the truth. In a world full of lies, it is
remarkable to be concerned with the
15
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of God in our hearts and have the Word
dwelling richly in us with all wisdom
(see Colossians 3.16). Remember how
the Lord Jesus Christ refers in John 15.7
to having His words abiding in us.
That Word is formulating prayer in us,
forming petitions for us to pray back to
the Lord.

truth. Mention of this is here in verse 1:
‘To the elder unto the wellbeloved
Gaius, whom I love in the truth’. Their
fellowship—the fellowship of John with
Gaius—was in the realm of the truth.
They had come into association with
each other because of the truth.

Indeed the Lord begets His own with the
Word of truth. That truth
brings us into fellowship.
Think of John being a
Jew, and Gaius who was
probably, according to
his name, a Gentile. They
come into fellowship
with each other, Jew and
Gentile, in the truth. This
is true of supporters of the
Trinitarian Bible Society
as well: there is diversity,
belonging to different
The Word of God on public display
denominations, with
slightly different emphases
and so forth, and yet again there is
To have the Word of God on railway
fellowship in the truth. We love the truth posters always raises my spirits when I
and we love those who love the truth.
see them. The Word of God anywhere
And that is what we have here, first of all: in a public place in these days is an
the reference to the truth.
encouragement. But I think of one man
in particular, a committed Christian
Then in verse 3 John writes, ‘For I
who frequently goes into Saudi Arabia.
rejoiced greatly, when the brethren
He would have difficulty taking a hard
came and testified of the truth that is in
copy of the Scriptures into the country. I
thee, even as thou walkest in the truth’.
frequently remind him that they cannot
I love to come to the Society’s London
stop the Word of God getting into Saudi
headquarters building for many reasons.
Arabia because it is in his heart. It should
It has been a wonderful provision of the
also be in us, doing its work in us, and
Lord. And I love to think of a building
full of Bibles. Regardless of what is in the we trust that it is. This man walks in the
truth. It informs his life, his behaviour,
other buildings on this estate, we have
his attitude; the Scriptures are his
the Word of truth here. It is a building
pathway.
full of Bibles; there on the shelves in
the warehouse are Scriptures in many
There is another reference to the truth
languages, and that is wonderful.
in verse 8; John is writing about those
who took the Gospel to the Gentiles and
But it is another matter to have the
says, ‘We therefore ought to receive such,
truth in the heart. This the Word of God
that we might be fellowhelpers to the
commends: that we are to hide the Word
16
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truth’. This is very apposite for us here
this afternoon considering the work of
the auxiliaries. We ought to receive such
people so that we might be fellowhelpers
to the truth. That describes very well
what our auxiliaries are to be about.
There are many things, many activities,
many ways in which we can seek to
promote the Scriptures, but the main
one is to be fellowhelpers. I have been
thinking about that word ‘helper’. It does
not betoken a position of great status.
When you think of a helper you would
not think of someone being a manager
or a director or a leader. Helper is a very
modest position. It implies being unsung.
It is a lowly position to be a helper.
And yet the Lord has dignified the office
of being a helper in the Covenant of
Grace. The Father chooses the Son and
says My people are going to be helped
by Him. We think of the help that we
needed because we were absolutely
helpless as sinners. We were absolutely
helpless in that we were dead in sins and
trespasses. A corpse cannot raise itself:
how much more helpless can one be!
It was not the fact that we were in the
prison, or in the hospital; we were in the
mortuary. We were in the grave, and the
Lord Jesus Christ came.
I love to think of Him there in Jairus’s
home (Mark 5.22–43). People had
laughed Him to scorn, and yet He
stretched forth that hand of His and
raised the daughter of Jairus off her
deathbed. He became her helper, and He
has done that with us. He has been our
help in raising us from the dead; and He
has been our help ever since. He has been
a very present help, an ever-present help,
in trouble (Psalm 46.1).
I think of the Apostle Paul saying that
he continued having received help from

God (see Acts 26.22). We would never
be able to recount all the help we have
received. Think of all the help we have
received individually from the Lord
ever since we came to faith, ever since
we came to know the Lord Jesus Christ.
How could we put the sum of it together,
of what He has done for us? There have
been those strengthenings; there have
been those deliverances; there have been
those words in season; there have been
those love visits occasionally; there have
been those heart-warmings; there have
been those liftings-ups for the downcast.
In all of these and more the Lord has
come in for us and has been our help.

H

e has dignified the
office of helper, and it
is our greatest privilege to be
fellowhelpers to the truth,
and to do whatever we can.
He has dignified the office of helper,
and it is our greatest privilege to be
fellowhelpers to the truth, and to do
whatever we can. The Trinitarian Bible
Society exists to provide faithful versions
of the Scriptures in many different
languages. The auxiliaries can help in
this work of placing the Word of God
in the hands of as many people as
possible in the world. We can work to
see it translated accurately and faithfully
from the reliable texts; to see it printed,
distributed, read, believed, loved,
preached from, lived, and commended
to perishing sinners across the world
by helping fund the publishing and
circulating of faithful copies of the Word
of God. It is our great, great privilege in
the auxiliaries to be fellowhelpers to the
truth.
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The
Treasury
From David J. Broome
Resources Director

I

t is very striking when you travel around
the United Kingdom that there are many
building sites, sometimes in quite rural
locations. But the Society’s work is part of
the most important building project (we
write reverently) that has ever existed;
the church of God is being built (Matthew
16.18, 1 Peter 2.5) and the cornerstone and
foundation is Christ Himself (cf. Isaiah 28.16,
Ephesians 2.20). The ‘wise masterbuilder’ is
God (cf. Psalm 127.1, 1 Corinthians 3.9–10),
and He chooses the materials, the tools and
the timing for each part of His building;
and He will have all the eternal praise (cf.
Revelation 19.1).

the Lord is not forgetful of the labour of
any of His builders, however insignificant
they may feel their practical and prayerful
contribution to be (cf. Hebrews 6.10).
What other work do you know in which
the outcome is so certain? Christ Himself
proclaimed during His ministry ‘ … I will
build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it’ (Matthew
16.18). In His great compassion He has
even promised the labourers themselves
that their efforts will not be in vain (Psalm
126.5–6, 1 Corinthians 15.58). And what
earthly building is so durable? We may
marvel at some of our great cathedrals, still
standing after more than seven hundred
years, but they are as nothing compared to
the church of Christ, ‘ … a building of God,
an house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens’ (2 Corinthians 5.1).

Yet, remarkably the Masterbuilder has
chosen unworthy, unlikely sinners to be
‘labourers together with God’ (1 Corinthians
3.9), particularly in relation to the
publication and proclamation of the chief
tool that He has chosen for the work, the
Word of God (cf. Psalm 68.11, 1 Corinthians
1.21). What a blessed privilege—but
what a responsibility too—to be amongst
these ‘labourers’ who publish this precious
Word in any way. This applies to all who
support the Society’s work; a Godly
minister once commented in a sermon
that ‘not all labourers are bricklayers’, and

Three years ago the Society was managing
its own building project for our new
International Headquarters, which has
proved a great blessing since its completion
in October 2015. In March 2016, John
Wycliffe House, which is the other ‘half’ of
our semi-detached HQ building, was let to
a local removals company, Burke & Wills,
18
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who proved an excellent and honourable
tenant. But sadly, very soon after they
had moved in several factors beyond
their control changed and put them into
considerable financial difficulties. As a
result, the Society has had to let Burke &
Wills out of the lease from 1 February 2018.
We covet your prayers that the Lord will
send us another equally suitable tenant, as
the Society is losing in excess of £150,000
per annum in rent while the property
stands empty. Equally, if you know of a
suitable organisation which may be looking
for space in south London, do let us know.

the costs of publicity and deputation
worldwide, including the Society’s website
and the Quarterly Record. This is a very
important part of our work, and one that
the General Committee would like to
expand further, particularly in this age
when such little importance is placed on
the textual and translation principles which
the Society seeks to uphold.

‘Translation & Editorial’ made up 18%
(£0.656m) of the Society’s 2016 expenditure
and includes the Society’s translation/
revision projects, as well as the associated
managerial oversight and quality
assurance, editing of the Quarterly Record
As an organisation that seeks to keep close
and editorial preparation of all the Society’s
to the Holy Scriptures, the Society is very
products. A significant proportion of
aware of the need to demonstrate
translation/revis cost
the translation/revision
hip of the
good stewardship
is funded by do
donations
funds that are given us by
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TBS EExpenditure
di
2016:
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The chart to the right
£3,695,937
15% (£0.562m) of our
shows the proportions
2016 spending—this
of the Society’s 2016
includes the production cost of the grants
worldwide expenditure by category:
(£0.386m), postage/carriage (£0.087m) and
The first category, ‘Sharing our Principles’,
the associated administration (£0.089m).
took 12% (£0.447m) of the Society’s total
Currently a proportion of the Society’s
spending in 2016; this mainly comprises
grants spending (£0.084m in 2016) is

18%

23%

15%

12%

32%
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This expenditure is funded by the
various elements of the income which
the Society receives, which are analysed
below for 2016:

funded by the Bowen legacy, which was
given specifically for the purpose of the
granting of Scriptures to students and
missionaries, but we also receive funding
from partner organisations, often linked
to the publication of a new Bible or New
Testament.

By its very nature, ‘Legacy’ income is
volatile, but the 2016 figure was close to
the long-term trend, and with our other
elements of income being relatively
stable from year-to-year the chart gives
a reasonable representation of how the
Society is funded over time.

The ‘Cost of Scripture Sales’ was 32%
(£1.187m) of 2016 expenditure, which is
more than covered by the income from our
sales operation—there was a small Net
Profit of £0.043m on sales in 2016. Again,
By way of clarification, ‘Donations
this cost is made up of the production cost
(partners)’ is the funding that we get
of the sales, as well as postage/carriage
costs and the associated administration. It is principally from our sister Society in
our aim to at least break even financially on the Netherlands, the Gereformeerde
our sales activity, so that charitable
giving does not have to subsidise
Subscriptions Investment
Income
it. But on the other hand, the
highest possible level of Scripture
distribution is desirable, in
ution,
accordance with the Society’s constitution,
so we wish to keep our prices modestt
and not make a significant profit.

1%

6%

Finally, our ‘Corporate Costs’
include governance, corporate
Sales &
management, buildings and
Donations
Royalties
computers, along with audit
(individuals)
and professional fees, as well as
financial, personnel and general
administration in support of the
organisation. At 23% (£0.844m)
of 2016 total expenditure, this is
Donations
below the average for medium-sized
(partners)
UK-based charities. Two independentt
Legacies
surveys, the first by the True and Fair
1
Foundation (December 2015) and the
he
second by Channel 4 News (August 2017),2
give averages of 24% and 26% respectively.
ctively.
It is the Society’s aim to keep overheads
d
TBS Total Income 2016:
as low as possible so that the maximum
£3,269,730
funding is available for our charitable
purpose of Scripture publication and
Bijbelstichting (GBS), but also from other
distribution.
organisations at times, all of whom we
are deeply indebted to. The figure for

31%
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‘Donations (individuals)’ includes the
proceeds of collections at TBS meetings
and donations received through churches.
‘Subscriptions’ relates to the annual
subscription dues from the Society’s
membership.
On this theme, it is a particular
encouragement to the Society’s trustees
and staff when our supporters associate
with us in a very practical way by becoming
members of the Society, which of course
gives those supporters a vote at the
Society’s AGM and a voice at our branch
annual meetings and thus the opportunity
to influence what the Society does. As
our General Secretary often reminds us at
public meetings, the General Committee
(the trustees) and the staff whom they
employ are there to serve our members.
We would urge all who stand with us on
the principles of our Constitution, which we
believe are consistent with the Word of God
itself, to join the Society as members.
Finally, our readers will note that the
Society’s Total Expenditure exceeded its
Total Income by some £426,207 in 2016,
which was a difficult year financially. We

are in the early stages of preparing the
2017 accounts, but initial indications are of
a positive financial result, for which we are
very thankful to the Lord. We will report in
more detail later in 2018, God willing.
We remain deeply thankful to all our
members, supporters and friends for their
partnership with us in this work, practically,
financially, and especially in prayer.
We gratefully acknowledge receipt of
anonymous gifts totalling £1,039.67 for the
period October to December 2017.
Brethren, pray for us!

Endnotes:
1. A Hornet’s Nest: A Review of Charitable
Spending by UK Charities, www.
trueandfairfoundation.com/content/file/
feature/review-hornets-nest-report-intocharitable-spending-UK-charities-12dec-15.pdf, accessed 31 January 2018.
2. Georgina Lee, ‘How much do charities
actually spend on good causes?’, FactCheck,
www.channel4.com/news/factcheck/
how-much-charities-spend-good-causes,
accessed 31 January 2018.
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THE ROMANIAN BIBLE
Introduction
Romania is situated in southeastern Europe. By area it is
slightly smaller than the United
Kingdom, but its population is
considerably less at just under
twenty million. Romanian is a
Romance language, stemming
from Latin but also having
many loan words from several
other languages.

Christianity in
Romania
Although Romania has no
official state religion, most
would identify as Christian.
Nearly 81% would say that
they are Eastern Orthodox, a
religion which has profoundly
shaped the life of the country.
The impact of the Protestant
Reformation was mostly
felt indirectly through the
transmission of the Scriptures
in the Romanian language.
Evangelical Christianity
emerged in the nineteenth
century, with the strong desire
to see God’s Word placed in the
hands of the Romanian people
in their mother tongue.

History of the
Bible in Romania
The first Romanian Scriptures
appeared in 1552, when the
four Gospels were published.
These were based on the
Byzantine Greek text and
written in the Cyrillic script.
However, the entire Bible
was not published until
the end of the seventeenth
century. A number of editions
followed, culminating in the
Iasi (pronounced yash) Bible
in 1874. This quickly became
the most widely-used Bible,
but due to significant changes
in the Romanian language in
the fifty years that followed, by
1920 a new Bible was needed.
In 1920/1921 a young priest
named Cornilescu, who
converted from Orthodoxy
to Protestantism, was
commissioned to produce
a new Bible in modern
Romanian. The Cornilescu
Bible, first published in 1924,
was of immense help to
believers in the difficult years
that followed, particularly
during the Second World War
and then the subsequent
harsh period of Communist
rule which eventually ended
in 1989. The Cornilescu Bible
continues to be the preferred
version today, but it suffers
from textual, translational and

2222

linguistic problems, being
based on the Critical Greek Text
and too dynamically translated
in places. Thus the need for a
better Bible was taken up by
TBS in the 1990s.

TBS Romanian
Bible
The Society published the first
and second editions of our new
Romanian Bible in 2002/2003,
but it became clear after
publication that improvements
were needed to bring it into
closer conformity to the Hebrew
Masoretic and Greek Received
Texts. In 2006 a revision was
begun by native Romanians
primarily using the Hebrew and
Greek texts and the 2002/2003
TBS editions, but also
referencing other Romanian
Bible translations (such as the
Iasi and Cornilescu). The TBS
revision team sought to bring
the text into closer conformity
to the Biblical languages, and
to ensure that the Romanian
language adhered to current
standards of orthography and
syntax.
After many years of work we
rejoiced greatly in early 2018
when the new TBS Romanian
Bible was published. We look
forward to its wide acceptance
in Romania and beyond over
the coming years.

The city of Sibu, Transylvania, Romania
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THE WARM HEART OF AFRICA
by C. P. Hallihan

Tea plantations at the foot of Mount Mulanje in Malawi

culture, tradition and crafts, high
mountain peaks, white water rivers
and broad blue lakes. Africa’s
newest Big Five destination with
magnificent natural settings.
Malawi has it all, and more … 2

Introduction

M

alawi is one of the smallest and
least developed countries in the
world, yet it is among the most
densely populated. However, despite
what some see as drawbacks, their tourist
board can rightly say,

Our people epitomise
all the gentle, joyful,
friendly and laughter
filled traits of Africans.

Malawi is more stable and less
dangerous than its neighbours.
People here are genuinely
friendly and enjoy spending
time with, and getting to know,
you. Malawians are interested
in who you are, where you come
from and why you have come to
Malawi. They are proud of their
country and are happy that you
have come to visit. Most will
gladly show you around.1

Owing to the warm nature
of its people,
this small

It claims to have
undisputably the friendliest
people in Africa. Ages old
2244

Happy children at a feeding station

Issue Number: 623 – April to June 2018
African country has also been styled
‘Africa for Beginners’, offering the tourist
a ‘perfect, gentle introduction’ to the
large, and often perplexing, continent.3

The Land of the Lake

M

alawi is a long, thin country in
south-central Africa: 853km
(530 mi) north to south and 257km
(160 mi) east to west, it encompasses
an area smaller than England or
Pennsylvania. It is often called the land
of the lake. Despite being landlocked, it
is dominated by water, particularly by
the very large body that is Lake Malawi
(once called Lake Nyasa). One of the Rift
Valley Lakes, it is the third largest
lake in Africa at 587km (365 mi)
long and 84km (52 mi) wide
and comprises 75% of Malawi’s
eastern boundary.

Sunrise on Lake Malawi

Two other sizeable bodies of
water are Lake Chilwa and Lake
Chiuta in the low lying and
marshy south-east. Chiuta is
actually only sizeable sometimes;
during the dry season it may
shrink to nothing more than a
pond. All these waters flow south
from Malawi—the country and
the lake—and head via the Shire
River for the Zambezi River, the
fourth longest in Africa in its
2,700km (1,677 mi) west-to-east
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journey from north-west Zambia to the
Indian Ocean through six countries.

designated as subtropical because of
the influence of the highlands. This
subtropical climate is fairly dry but
markedly seasonal. Most of the annual
rainfall is between November and April,
but even then it is erratic. Such a climate
was never really favourable even to the
traditional style of subsistence farming
common in Malawi, and enduring
famines have occurred until the modern
era.

Adjacent countries are Tanzania to the
north-east, Zambia north-west and
Mozambique embracing the southern

Malawi's
M
Mal
allaw
ala
awi'
awi
wii''ss ric
ri
rich
ich
ic
ch flora
flo
fl
ora
or
ra and
and
d wildlife
wiliild
wi
ld
dlilif
lif
ife

part on the east, south and west.
The Great Rift Valley runs through
the country from north to south
and provides Malawi a wide range
of topography, from deep forests, steep
valleys and flat plateaus to mountainous
peaks.

As Africa for beginners, however, the
Malawi climate gives growth to numerous
forests, grasslands rich with wild orchids,
savannas and shrublands, which in turn
provide homes for the types of African
wildlife that make Malawi ideal for
explorers of the continent. Five national
parks and four wildlife and nature
reserves teem with elephants, crocodiles,

The general topography of Malawi is that
of a rift valley, with 39% of the country’s
surface area forested and 20% covered
by water. The country is entirely within
the tropics and yet the climate is firmly
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hippos, zebra, monkeys, lemurs and
bats—and the Nyika National Park in the
north is said to have the highest number
of leopards in central Africa. A multitude

people reside throughout the rural areas
of the country, usually as small farmers.

History

T

he earliest history of the people
of Malawi is not known, but it
iiss believed that the area was home
tto
o a number of tribes. Rock art and

o
of bird species such as parrots and falcons,
w
waterfowl, owls and songbirds can be
ffound particularly in the east near Lake
M
Malawi.
H
However, Malawi is not all nature park.
IIts commercial centre, Blantyre, in the
south of the country, has a population of
over one million. Its capital, Lilongwe,
quite central in this country, is some
361km (224 mi) to the north-west by
road, has slightly more inhabitants,
and at 18 degrees south of the equator
is similarly placed as Brasilia in South
America and Cairns, Australia. The
remainder of some nineteen million

Lilongwe

pain
i tings
i first
fi d
iscovered
d iin
n th
he C
hongonii
paintings
discovered
the
Chongoni
region of central Malawi in the 1930s
give evidence of hunter-gatherers during
the Later Stone Age and farmers during
the Iron Age. In the tenth century Bantu
people from the area now known as
Congo made their way north as far as
Lake Malawi and by AD 1400 had set
up agricultural communities on both
the east and west
banks of the lake.
These communities
grew increasingly
diverse, leading to
ethnic conflict. But
within one hundred
years the Kingdom
of Maravi—the
word meaning ‘fire
flames’—had been Chongoni Rock Paintings
established over a
large part of the area from the Zambezi
River in the south to Lake Malawi and
the Luangwa River in the north.
The natural waterways seemed the most
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obvious highway for explorers and
missionaries, who travelled up or down
the Zambezi and then ascended the
Shire. The heavy malarial conditions
on
condit
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the
d
th rapids
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Sh too
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Postage stamps from 1953 and
1964 illustrate the transition from
securi
security. But
British rule to Independence
the Kingdom
of Maravi itself
did not last, breaking up into small
ethnic groups. The influx of Europeans
also brought with it the slave trade, and
thousands of the inhabitants were stolen
and carried away.

Company, whose work included dealing
with missions along with trade and
transport.
In order to limit the colonisation by
the Portuguese in the area, the British
government sent a consul to deal with
the local peoples. By 1889 a British
protectorate had been established. Ill will
between the Portuguese and British was
settled—at least on paper—in 1891 by the
Anglo-Portuguese Treaty, which fixed the
borders of the area of interest. Under the
protectorate the population of Malawi and
surrounding areas grew greatly, and the
Shire Highlands Railway opened in 1908,
making transport more efficient.

The Governor's Train, Shire Highlands Railway

Toward the end of the Second World
War the Nyasaland African Congress was
formed to encourage continuing British
interests in the region. A part of the
British protectorate, the NAC continued
in force until 1953, when the areas
governed by the British were
united as the Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland
(also called the Central
African Federation). During
the next decade the three
territories—Rhodesia,
Nyasaland and
Zambia—separated
and declared
independence.

Of course no history of Africa would
be complete without the story of David
Livingstone, and more will be said about
his influence later. But for now we note
that in 1859 Livingstone determined
that the area around Lake Malawi (or
Nyasa, as it was then) would be suitable
for settlement by missionaries and other
Europeans. His efforts saw an influx
of Protestant missionaries as well as
the establishment of the African Lakes

Hastings Banda
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Nationalism influenced politics
during the next decade until the mid
1960s, when Nyasaland finally gained
complete independence from Britain.
Styling itself Malawi—a derivative of its
former name Maravi—it set up its own
constitution. The newly founded country
avoided armed conflict by the political
machinations of its leader Hastings
Banda, who in 1971 proclaimed himself
president-for-life—a position he held for
nearly three decades.
Despite—or perhaps because of—
Banda’s authoritarian hold on business,
the country made significant gains in
agriculture and industry. Unlike many
such rulers, Banda used the money he
earned to assist in Malawi’s development,
including founding the ‘Eton of Africa’,
Kamuzu Academy. Placed in a remote
area, it removed students from the bright
lights of the city and encouraged them to
focus on study. Its use of British school
forms continues to provide its students
with advantages worldwide.
Banda held power by allowing only
single party elections. In 1993 the people
opted for multiparty rule and he was
voted out of office. Economic difficulties
and human rights abuses led to political
unrest, but since 2014 a more democratic
form of government has taken root and
grown.

in dealing with the problem; soldiers
using skills learned in combat zones are
working diligently to train national park
rangers in finding and stopping poachers.
As with much of the African continent,
HIV and AIDS are widespread; it
is estimated that nearly 10% of the
Malawian population is infected, and
more than half a million children have
lost one or both parents to the disease.
Almost 70% of hospital beds are taken
up with sufferers of the disease, with an
additional 250 new infections daily.
In addition, infant and maternal mortality
are high, and life expectancy is low at just
over fifty years. This is partly due to HIV/
AIDS but is also affected by numerous
infectious diseases such as hepatitis A,
typhoid, malaria and plague.
Especially concerning has been the
surge in the murder of humans with
albinism. In the space of the nineteen
months after November 2014, eighteen
deaths were attributed to those seeking
skin and body parts for use in magical
charms and rites and other forms of
witchcraft. It is believed that the number
of murders is actually much higher
as deaths in more rural areas—where
unemployment is greatest and lack
of medical care encourages the use of
traditional remedies for disease—often
go unreported.

Malawi has not been immune to other
issues, some of which have come to more
prominence in the last few years. Their
major export, tobacco, has come under
fire from health-minded organisations,
and some growers have switched to a
more lucrative but illegal crop: cannabis.
Despite the establishment of national
parks and nature reserves, poaching—
particularly of elephants and rhinos for
ivory—is at a thirty-year high. Authorities
have asked for the aid of the British army

Malawi AIDS Clinic testing for mother to child
transmission of the disease
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and 18% as Roman Catholic. Muslims
(mainly Sunni) make up nearly 13%.4 A
small Jehovah’s Witnesses outreach of
about two thousand is also found, as are
Rastafarians, Hindus and Baha’is; and
even a tiny group of three hundred Jews
call Malawi home. The number who
identify with mainstream religions while
holding traditional African practices is
unknown but could possibly be high.

Language
In a recent conversation with someone
who had lived in Africa, seventy-three
was mentioned as the number of tribal
and linguistic distinctions in that part
of the continent. English is the official
language in Malawi but alongside this
is Chichewa, a Bantu family language,
which is spoken widely throughout the
population. It is a tonal language in which
much of the understanding is associated
with the rise and fall of the voice.

The name David Livingstone (1813–1873)
is important in both African exploration
and also in its religious history. Indeed,
he is considered the biggest influence in
bringing Protestantism to Malawi and his
impact is to be found in so many aspects
of the country.

The ‘chi’ beginning on a name indicates
‘language’; Chichewa is ‘the language of
the Chewa’, the people of Malawi. So also
are Chinyanja, Chiyao, Chitumbuka,
Chilomwe, Chinkhonde, Chingoni,
Chisena, Chitonga, Chinyakyusa and
Chilambya—all spoken throughout
the country in various tribes and rural
communities.

Livingstone was a Scottish medical
missionary with the London Missionary
Society serving in Africa.5 By the middle
of the nineteenth century he realised
that evangelism would be heightened by
having better transport into the interior
of the country, and he set out to map the
various waterways to serve as highways
through the land. Unlike
other European explorers
he travelled light, with
only a handful of
servants and belongings,
buying or bartering
for necessities and
evangelising as he
went.

Chichewa is also one of the languages of
Zambia, is spoken in Mozambique, and
is ranked third in the languages used
in Zimbabwe. The potential usefulness
of this language for the Scriptures
is therefore widespread and widely
anticipated by pastors belonging to the
Bantu group, as English and Chichewa
serve for most published material. As
with many languages in modern societies,
these languages are changing as people
mix and adapt them in everyday speech.

Livingstone
returned to
Britain for a
short time.

Religion
Malawi is predominantly Christian with
some 69% of the population claiming
to be Christian (other estimates make
this nearly 80%). Of these, nearly 27%
identify as Protestant (including Church
of Central Africa Presbyterian, Church of
England, Baptist, Evangelical, Lutheran
and African independent, with some
claiming to be Protestant involved with
the Seventh Day Adventist groups)

David Livingstone
300
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On 4 December 1857 he lectured in the
Senate House of Cambridge and triggered
the launch of what was to become in
1860 the Universities’ Mission to Central
Afric
Africa.
In 1857
1

known as Chiradzulu, some 15km
(17 mi) north of Blantyre, Livingstone
helped Bishop Charles Mackenzie
start the Magomero Mission for the
Scottish arm of the Church of England.
Livingstone’s reports and home visits

Part of a set of glass slides from 1910 documenting
Dr Robert Laws (1851–1934), Scottish missionary. In 1875,
inspired by David Livingstone (1813–1873), Laws travelled to
Malawi and was involved in the foundation of the mission station
of Livingstonia on the shores of Lake Malawi (Nyasa). During the
succeeding fifty years he also established a network of hundreds
of schools. (Photos: Ashley Van Haefton/Flickr/Wikimedia)

he wrote Missionary
Travels in South Africa, the first account
of his labours on the African continent.
The publication was also the occasion
of his resignation from the LMS, being
urged by Robert Moffat—his father-inlaw and fellow LMS worker—in order
that he might journey further north in
Africa under the auspices of the British
government.
The expedition reached Lake Malawi,
and in 1861 in an area of Malawi

certainly began a tradition of Scottish
missionary involvement in the country
and encouraged other Scots to embark
on evangelistic work in the colonial
regions of South Central Africa. The Free
Church founded a mission in what is now
Livingstonia in 1875, and the Church of
Scotland founded one in Blantyre in 1876.
These Scottish connections6 were much
used then and welcome, and continue to
this day. One great advantage that such
missionaries had was to point out that
they did not come armed to steal, hurt or
destroy, but in peace and bringing Good
News of life, even Eternal Life by the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and medical aid
too. Hospital work has featured largely in
these regions.7
The Universities’ Mission to Central
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Africa, made up of Anglicans from British
universities, was established to provide
African pastors for local churches.
Mackenzie became the first bishop to
the tribes around Lake Malawi and led
an early expedition of these university
missionaries who had a determination
not to impose upon those that responded
to the Gospel, but to encourage all such
to gather in their own congregations.
This seems to be reflected in the number
of independent yet mutually aware and
supportive congregations in Malawi still.

to stop it but to replace it with more
useful and locally helpful opportunities.
Livingstone was known throughout his
journeys for treating the native Africans
with respect, and they repaid his esteem
with loyalty and assistance.
Many today remember Livingstone
only for the naming of Victoria Falls in
Zimbabwe in honour of the Queen and
for his search for the source of the Nile.
And who can forget his famous meeting
with Sir Henry Stanley, the journalist
who explored central Africa and in doing
so found the missing Livingstone. But
Livingstone’s emphasis on exploration
and mapping is readily seen in maps of
Malawi, which show the use of his name
and life for towns and sites. Blantyre
itself was named for Livingstone’s
home in Scotland. Also to be found are
Livingstonia, the David Livingstone
Clinic in Lilongwe, and the Livingstone
Mountains (also called the Kipengere
Range) at the north-east of Lake Malawi.

Livingstone had reasoned that making
the country more accessible would
enable a further spread of the Gospel
and discourage the inhumanity and
brutality of the slave trade. It is a solemn
reflection that the earliest Europeans to
visit the region were Portuguese slave
traders using Lake Malawi as a gathering
point for captured slaves. These were
then herded to the coast, regardless of
great losses, and shipped on to Zanzibar
for trading sometimes with as few as
twenty surviving the trek. A commitment
of his was to end the barbaric human
g But he was seekingg not just
j
trafficking.

Despite being considered by many as
Africa’s greatest missionary, Livingstone
is known to have had only one convert,
the tribal leader Sechele (in modern-day
Botswana), who did not stay completely
faithful to the truth but nevertheless led
many others to the Saviour—is often
thought of as the greatest missionary to
Everyday life in Malawi
from village to school, city
to marketplace
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Africa. But regardless of lack of visible
results at the time, Livingstone set in
motion the great evangelistic activities on
the African Continent which continue to
this day particularly with the reformed
churches associated with the Hersteld
Hervormde Kerk in the Netherlands and
the independent churches seeking to
faithfully adhere to the Word of God.

[Gereformeerde Bijbelstichting]
is to prepare a new translation of
the Chichewa Bible directly from
the Hebrew Masoretic and Greek
Received Texts. Reference will also
be made to extant Chichewa Bibles
such as the Buku Lopatulika version
and to the recently published New
Testament, Chipangano Chatsopano,
in order to utilise accepted
theological and ecclesiastical
terminology (except where such
terminology needs correcting). In
connection with these plans, we are
currently in touch with two native
Malawian Chichewa speakers who
have abilities in Biblical Hebrew and
Greek. However, as the translation
of a new Chichewa Bible directly
from the Biblical languages is likely
to take years to complete, and
because there is great demand for
faithful Chichewa Scriptures, the
Trinitarian Bible Society is working
with the Free Grace Evangelistic
Association on a two- to three-year
interim project to prepare a New
Testament translated from the
English Authorised (King James)
Version.8

TBS and the Bible
Scriptures in Chichewa were first printed
in the late 1800s commencing with the
Gospel according to Mark, with the
New Testament translated under the
auspices of the Free Church of Scotland
Mission in 1886. A new translation by
native Malawians was published in 2017;
produced by Biblica, it is safe to assume
that the English New International
Version is its basis.
Primary education in Malawi is
compulsory and young adult literacy
is 82%. Recognising the importance of
the Chichewa language for Malawi and
much of the southern African Continent,
in 2015 the Society sought the means to
publish Scriptures in the language. That
year it was reported in our Quarterly
Record
d that

The next year it was noted that

a major project which the
Trinitarian Bible Society plans
to undertake on behalf of
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Thus far all of Matthew to
Ephesians has been prepared in
first draft format, with Matthew to
2 Corinthians at the second-level
checking stage.9

2. ‘Home’, Malawi Official Tourism Website,
www.visitmalawi.mw/index.php/en, accessed
11 January 2018.
3. Jeremy Clarke, ‘Africa for beginners’, The Spectator,
www.spectator.co.uk/2009/12/africa-for-beginners,
accessed 11 January 2018.

At the time of writing all of the New
Testament has been prepared in second
or third draft form. Currently the team
in Malawi are carrying out final checking
of the text, assisted by a native Malawian
currently studying in the USA. By the end
of 2018, it is hoped they will be able to
submit the final draft text for the Society
to evaluate. The present aim is to publish
the Chichewa New Testament during the
final part of 2019.

4. Some Muslims claim this is closer to 35%. Islam
came to Malawi via Arabs trading originally in gold and
ivory and later in slaves. European colonialism helped
stem the tide of Islam early on but a resurgence has
been seen in the last few decades, with the Qur’an
being translated into Chichewa.
5. This was a fruit of William Carey’s 1792 ‘Enquiry
into the Obligations of Christians to Use Means for
the Conversion of the Heathens’, as were the Church
Missionary Society, the Religious Tract Society, and the
British and Foreign Bible Society.
6. Even Hastings Kamazu Banda (1898–1997), the
native born Chewa-speaking president of Malawi,
had Scottish links, finishing his medical training in
Edinburgh.

Please pray that work on the interim
Chichewa New Testament will continue to
progress uninterrupted and unhindered,
and that the Lord enables the full new
translation eventually to go ahead.

7. I must remark that my former family doctor in
Shropshire had spent some years in Tanzania, and
established a health centre in Malawi.
8. Quarterly Record no. 612, July-September 2015,
p. 32.

Endnotes:

9. Quarterly Record no. 616, July-September 2016,
p. 30.

1. ‘Malawi, the Warm Heart of Africa’, Network of
Organizations for Vulnerable & Orphan Children,
web.archive.org/web/20110727131527/http://www.
novocmalawi.org/index.php/about/malawi-thewarm-heart-of-africa/, accessed 11 January 2018.
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The Word of God
Among All Nations
Although certain phrases and expressions used in these letters
tt may nott bbe ddoctrinally
t inaallllyy
accurate or in correct English, we reproduce the letters essentially as received, knowing
winng
that the Lord is using His Word to the glory of His Name and the furtherance off H
His
is
Kingdom as the Scriptures are distributed among the nations of the world.
orrldd.

Europe
FFrom Co. Tyrone, NI
On behalf of myself and the pupils
O
of the
t independent Christian school
here I would like to express our thanks for
the beautiful Bibles that were supplied free
of charge to those of us who completed
the Reformation Quiz. They are the best
reminder of the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation as they contain the very truths
that Martin Luther and many others like him
strove to preach in a day of adversity.
The Bibles were handed out to the
pupils at our annual prize giving for the
2016–17 school year. We thank you for the
encouragement to research and learn more
about ‘the monk that shook the world’, and I
personally learnt many interesting facts that
I had not come across before. The many kind
and personal remarks made about our work
encouraged us to do better and are much
appreciated.
We are very mindful of the work that the TBS
does over in England and assure you of our
prayers for the workers and the translations
that go out in various languages to foreign

lands which have not been so blessed as
the United Kingdom with the Gospel. We
appreciate very much your prayers for God’s
work over here and again thank you for the
Bibles. Please convey our appreciation to all
the representatives of the Trinitarian Bible
Society.

FFrom Greece
Dear friends in God’s holy name,
D
ma God keep you beneath the
may
shadow of His wings. I trust you are well. We
received the holy expression of your heart.
The hot Greek summers, after the setting of
the sun, we await for a little western breeze
to blow. We call it ‘Batis’; it is a refreshing
breath. It was in this heat we received the
calendars you sent—a relief amidst the
plethora of weeds which confront us in
this spiritual realm. Let us pray together
that Jesus will use them fruitfully for thirsty
souls. Thanking you once again, we commit
you to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

FFrom Armenian Ministries
Distribution of Bibles (printed for
D
us to
t freely distribute in Armenia
by Trinitarian Bible Society) continues
35

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record
at a rapid and encouraging pace from
our office. Individuals come to receive a
Bible which we pray they will read and
treasure. Church leaders, pastors and
people who are serving the Lord come to
receive quantities of Bibles to distribute
among their church congregation.

Africa
A
FFrom Kenya
Dear friends of the reformed
D
tea
teachings
and distribution of the
uncorrupted Word of God. I thank you for
the wonderful gift of God’s Word to us. I am
a pastor of a small ministry growing in the
western part of Kenya. I have longed for a
long time to have connections with your
organisation, and God answered my prayers.
The Word of God is greatly impacting
many lives here, but unfortunately I live
in a community surrounded by Roman
Catholics and the Seventh Day Adventists,
whose teachings are not true. So what I
need is your prayers, support of more Bibles
and also some books on doctrines to fully
equip me and the brethren so that we
shall be able to attack the enemy with the
word of truth. To this end I thank you for
your support of the copies of the Bibles you
had sent to us. I faithfully distributed them
without demanding a penny from anybody.
Besides our fellowship more people are

Bible distribution in Armenia

This latter group also usually take large
quantities of John’s Gospels to give to
people who are taking the Gospel to new
Christians. Among these we have people
who have gone to Armenian-speaking
congregations in Russia, Ukraine and
Georgia. There are people who are taking
Bibles and John’s Gospels to schools, to
the army, to churches on the borders
of our country and to the army men
who live in daily danger of their lives
on the borders. The couple on the right
in the photograph have a special vision
to give a Bible to every schoolteacher
in Armenia and are carrying out their
mission with enthusiasm. They usually
get very positive responses (the Bible
is highly respected in Armenia where
most people, though living in spiritual
darkness, do have the fear and respect of
God). In many schools, this dear couple
have also given New Testaments, Gospels
and TBS Scripture calendars to the
students.

English Bibles welcome in Kenya

demanding more copies. Please help to get
us more; even some Catholics and SDAs
36

Issue Number: 623 – April to June 2018
and the other Protestant fellowships need
these Bibles. We need more for distributions
so that the true word of God reaches many
here. A testimony from one lady, she was
just shedding tears when reading the
Scriptures. Another lady demanded that I
should take ten copies to her family which
was not possible because the copies were
few. Another old man when he heard that
I had Bibles visited me demanding copies
for his family. So, brethren, there is need for
more Bibles.

FFrom Uganda
TThese calendars have been precious
as their name is: they are really
Golden Thoughts and they have been a
great blessing to many people and there is
a great demand for them! For the last two
years that I had not quite settled in Kampala,
those who used to receive them missed
quite a lot! And there is a big demand for
them. Please do the best you can to send us
what you can because many people have
need of them; that is why there is urgent
demand for them. May the Holy Spirit lead
and guide you as you do your distribution.
God richly bless you.

FFrom Ghana
TThe package of Bibles was received
by myself. Attached is a photograph
of myself at one of our outstations with
the package of the Bibles. In fact, new
converts, as well as the old that have
difficulties in obtaining a Bible, can now
boast of possessing new complete—thanks
to Trinitarian Bible Society. The arrival of
the 32 Bibles had enhanced our outreach
work both at the headquarters and our
outstations. Thanks a lot. Hope you colabour with us in the Lord’s vineyard as you
continue to support us with Bibles—to
enhance our outreach work—by this we

Bibles arrive in Ghana

depopulate the kingdom of darkness and
hence populate the kingdom of God—
thanks a lot. God bless you.

FFrom Burkina Faso
Once again thank you so much
O
fo these calendars which are
for
greatly appreciated. The calendars are
distributed to many places in Burkina
Faso where I work with pastors and local
churches in reading to schoolchildren
in their village. The calendars are given
to the headmaster and the class of each
school that participates in our Bible course
programme. This means the words of
Scriptures are on the wall even after the
children have finished the Bible course. The
pictures are so beautiful and interesting; I
encourage the children to come forward
to look more closely at the pictures so they
can see and learn about other parts of
the world. I also encourage them to think
about what the Scripture verse means.
Many blessings to you all in the ministry
you do in promoting the Scriptures.
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FFrom a British ministry to
Mozambique
M
We have been distributing the
Portuguese Bible grant in Maputo at a
meeting to initiate a Free Grace Evangelistic
Association prototype branch. This
was overseen by the FGEA Zimbabwe
coordinator.

Indian students receive the Scriptures

The Americas
T
Bibles for distribution in Mozambique

From Florida, USA
I love the personal copies of the
G
Gospel
of John that come by way
of SermonAudio. As the Chaplain of a local
hospital, I hand them out to patients I think
will profit from them.

IIndia
FFrom India
Good morning. I am very thankful
G
to you for the gift of the Bibles. I
distributed these Bibles to some of the
students who are studying in colleges. I
am herewith sending a photograph to
you. Kindly pray for them. Kindly pray
for our ministry in India. I am servicing
as a pastor in the Prayer House working
among unreached people groups. This
year, we are praying to construct a new
church, because the building in which
we are running worship is not enough
to the people. People are sitting and
standing outside. Small children and
mothers are suffering on Sundays and
at times of spiritual meetings. Kindly
pray for God’s provision to build the new
church for His glory. Thank you for your
prayers.

From a prisoner in Texas
Your gift of the authentic Rabbinical Bible
[ed.: Hebrew Old and New Testament in one
volume] was a beautiful blessing to me. I
was amazed that you and your associates
had gone above and beyond my request
in sending such a precious gift! We do not
receive a monetary compensation for our
labor in Texas’s prison system, and a 60
year old Jew is no one for them to consider
seriously. So, I am afraid I have to depend
on the kind generosity of others, if I hope
to achieve any books for my personal
expansion; and your gift has been a
wonderful and so gracious present! Thank
you for your generous associates for lifting
the spirits of one old Jew in this troubled
world!
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From a prisoner in the USA
I just moved again, and because the
number of books we are allowed to
transport is limited, I have opted to leave
my KJV pocket Bible behind. Know this:
it is in good hands and will continue to
serve its new brother well. I left it with
pages well separated from use and scribed
with the notes it garnered through the
studies it led through John 1, 2, and 3,
Jude, and Galatians. It was in constant
use with its KJV companion concordance.
What a great tool! And I miss it so! What
a great form factor it is for easy daily use,
and travels to the chapel. When others
inquire with genuine interest, I always
offer your address and encourage them
to write to you for one of their own—as I
was encouraged to do so many years ago.
Thanks for supporting brothers in prison
with such a great resource. Please send me
another KJV pocket Bible for my arsenal
and be assured it too will become dogeared as my tool of first choice.

From a child in the USA
Thank you so much for the Reformation
Bible! I am so glad it has the cross references
on the side margin. I am also glad that they
explain some of the more difficult words of
the KJV. Now I have a cross reference Bible
in KJV for our Bible study. I told some of my
friends about the quiz. Mommy printed out
the older children’s quiz so we could look
at it. It looked hard! We went through all of
John and learned what happened in each
chapter. I think that the two bookmarks are
very convenient so I can put one in the place
in John. We will be doing John 5 tonight
(hopefully)! I really love my Bible and thank
you for sending it to me.

From the USA
Thank you for the Reformation Bible. We
are going to start Bible study and I will

certainly use the cross references in my
new Bible. I love the detailed maps and it
sure is helpful to have the definitions of
words right in my Bible. We told our friends
about our Bibles and maybe they will do
the quiz too. Thank you so much for this
beautiful Bible.

From Ohio, USA
Thank you for your prayers for the Jewish
people, for us and this ministry. We value
your prayers and support, that this witness
of the Lord’s Word to Jewish people may
prosper and continue. Let us continue to
bring the need of the Jewish people to
God in believing prayer: as the Scriptures
teaches us that His ‘beloved’ Israel would
come to know and worship the Son through
the faithful sowing of His words. As more
Hebrew Bibles and New Covenants (New
Testaments) go to Israelis and Jewish
people, this brings great pleasure and great
joy to God’s heart, as we obey Him (Romans
10:1–4, 17).
I had the richest time of ministry in Israel,
distributing the Lord’s words in Hebrew
among precious Israelis. The Lord opened
the way for me to go to Israel: He overruled
two branches of government, causing
my passport to be released and sent by
overnight air with an apology from the
government. I was able to fly out on my
scheduled flight. I praised the Supreme Lord
Jesus and knelt down and cried. Christ was
glorified! Before leaving Israel I was able to
write a gracious letter to the Prime Minister
of Israel and send him a complete Hebrew
Bible, offering him further copies. A thank
you letter has been received. Pray many
Jewish leaders and Israelis throughout the
Land of Israel will receive, study and be
reached with this Hebrew Bible. A friend
also called to praise the LORD and share
that he had the joy of distributing 240 more
Hebrew Bibles that we entrusted to him to
Israelis.
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The
Th Gospels according to John in
Hebrew
were placed in my hands when
He
I aarrived in Israel. The Lord Jesus the
Messiah
arranged that the Gospels and
M
New
Ne Testaments in Hebrew would be
di
distributed
in Israel by myself during
Ha
Hanukkah.
I was enabled to distribute
tw boxes of this Gospel in Jerusalem and
two
Te Aviv (mainly in the Hebrew edition,
Tel
bu also some in Hebrew/Russian and
but
He
Hebrew/English
editions). Please follow
th precious Scriptures with your
these
pr
prayers.
Blessing and fruit are promised
an assured as the precious seed of His
and
W has been faithfully sown as we
Word
pr (Isaiah 1:1; 55:8–13). God gave great
pray
fa
favour
with Israelis as I offered them the
Ho Scriptures in Hebrew. More Hebrew
Holy
Sc
Scriptures
need to be sown throughout
I r to prepare Israelis for His return. I
Is
Israel
w
watched
the Lord Jesus Christ turn Israeli
an orthodox Jewish hearts to take His
and
w
words
with beautiful smiles, as hearts
w opened wide by His Spirit.
were

Hebrew New Covenant for himself. Pray as
I keep in touch with him. An Israeli young
woman told me, ‘I read the New Testament
at Hebrew University. It is lovely!’ Her heart
was touched and very open as I spoke to her
the Lord’s words, ‘Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest’ (Matthew 11:28). Pray for her.
Everywhere I went I saw and heard Hebrew
spoken, read and sung, and written. The
Gospel according to John and the New
Covenant in Hebrew were used by the Holy
Spirit to open and bring the Lord’s words
together with many Israeli hearts in the
short time I was there. I want to return and
continue to have a vital part in sowing the
Lord’s words throughout Jerusalem and
Israel.

It is God’s time to now sow His words in
It
Isr when there are a growing number
Israel,
in our government and people around
in
th world who desire to destroy and come
the
ag
against
Israel. Pray for Israel. Israelis said
to me during the twenty-one days I was
to
am
among
them: I’m going to read this Book.
Th you for coming to us, come back.
Thank
Te me: I want this Book. The rabbis have
Teach
ke this New Covenant in Hebrew from
kept
us I have never read the New Testament.
us.
d not know Hanukkah is in the New
I did
Te
Testament.
We are not allowed as Jews to
re this Book.
read
s many precious Jewish hearts turned
I saw
to take the Gospel according to John
to
an the Hebrew New Covenant. A very
and
pr
precious
older Israeli from Yemen said,
w
when
he heard me tell him the Gospel,
‘T is Beautiful!!’ He wanted a copy of the
‘This
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