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b
Victory
On Monday, May 27, the 86th Texas Legislature
ended, having passed 1,053 bills in its 140-day
session – a small percentage of the more than 7,000

BOARD OF NURSING &

bills filed. This session, Texas Nurse Practitioners

REGULATORY ISSUES

continued to chip away at regulatory and practice

made important progress for the profession and
barriers facing nurse practitioners and their
patients.

OPIOIDS

Six out of seven bills on our legislative agenda either
secured a public hearing or advanced further in the

MENTAL HEALTH

legislative process. For the first time in legislative
history, HB 2250, a bill to extend delegated Schedule
II Controlled Substance authority to all Advanced

WOMEN'S HEALTH

Practice Regisered Nurses (APRNs) and PAs, passed
the House unanimously. Our ongoing efforts to free
nurse practitioners from the delegation agreement

TELEMEDICINE

mandate also passed a new milestone this session.
For the first time since we have been fighting this
antiquated requirement, our cause was heard before

BILLS OF INTEREST

both chambers of the Texas Legislature.
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Charting the Path to Victory (Cont.)
In addition to these milestones, Texas Nurse Practitioners also successfully passed two bills: 1)
HB 278 by Rep. Tom Oliverson, which allows nurse practitioners and their delegating physician to
use technology for required monthly meetings, removing an outdated mandate that they meet in
person; and 2) HB 387 by Rep. Phillip Cortez, which allows APRNs to sign the work status report
form for the worker’s compensation system. Both of these bills will free up nurse practitioners to
spend more time and resources caring for patients rather than dealing with needless red tape and
regulations.
Please read the sections below for a detailed wrap-up of all of the bills from the 86th Legislative
Session that impact you, your patients, and your practice. Of special note are the five bills below,
which will impact most APRNs in Texas and go into effect September 1, 2019.
• Virtual Prescriptive Authority Agreement Meetings, HB 278
• Worker’s Compensation Signature Bill, HB 387
• Human Trafficking Training, HB 2059
• Pain Management/Opioid CE, HB 2454
• E-Prescribing & 10-day Opioid Prescription Limits, HB 2174
This recap is your personalized guide to health care policy in the 86th Legislative Session. We
hope you enjoy it!
Sincerely,
Erin Cusack
TNP Director of Government Affairs
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Virtual PAA Meetings, HB 278/SB 311

TNP's Legislative
Agenda & Report

*Status: Passed
This bill modernizes physician and APRN meeting
requirements required by state law as part of one’s

Full Practice Authority, HB 1792/SB 2438
Status: Hearings in House & Senate, left pending in
committee

Prescriptive Authority Agreement. These meetings
will no longer have to take place “face-to-face” and
may be conducted virtually or in a manner of the

This bill would have provided a pathway to full
practice authority for nurse practitioners, clinical
nurse specialists, and certified nurse midwives who
worked at least one year (2,080 hours) in a
delegation agreement with a physician. Additionally,
the bill would have increased the APRN continuing
education hours requirement to the same number
required of physicians (48 hours every two years).

physician and NP’s choosing (e.g. face time,
videoconference, etc.). The Texas Board of Nursing
will be responsible for developing rules to
implement this law, which takes effect September 1,
2019.
Workers' Comp Signatures, HB 387/SB 1022
*Status: Passed
This bill will add nurse practitioners to the list of

Schedule II Authority, HB 2250/SB 1308

providers authorized to sign the Work Status

Status: Passed House, Died in Senate

Reports (DWC-73) for the workers’ compensation

This bill would have repealed the current Schedule II
framework for APRNs/PAs and extended delegated
Schedule II prescriptive authority to all APRNs/ PAs,

system/patients. The Texas Board of Nuring will be
responsible for developing rules to implement this
law, which takes effect September 1, 2019.

not just those treating patients in facility-based or
hospice settings.
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Signatures for Concussion Return-to-Play Forms,

TNP' Legislative
Agenda (Cont.)

HB 3128
Status: Never Received Hearing

APRN Expedited Out-of-state Licensure, HB 912
Status: Voted out of Committee, died in Calendars
This bill would have created an expedited licensure

This bill would have recognized the signature of NPs
and PAs on sports clearance forms that allow a
student athlete to return to practice or competition
and school following a suspected concussion.

process and provided additional resources to the
Texas Board of Nursing for processing out-of-state
APRN licensure applications. When HB 912 died in
the Calendars Committee, TNP worked with Rep.
Howard to amend this onto another bill that was still
moving, HB 2667. However, HB 2667 also died in the
Senate, preventing both bills from moving forward.
Graduate Nursing Education Funding, HB 2980
Status: Voted out of Committee, Died in Calendars
This bill would have created a dedicated funding
stream for Graduate Nursing Education and a pilot
incentive program to provide grants to schools who
are pursuing innovative solutions for increasing the
number of clinical placements/preceptorships for
graduate nursing students.

TEXAS

NURSE

PRACTITIONERS

-

2019

LEGISLATIVE

SESSION

RECAP

4

86th Legislative
Session
Recap

(Continued ) concussion. HB 961 allows school

Nursing Bills

nurses to be a part of a COT and to remove players
from athletic activities as long as they follow the

Nursing Education Funding, HB 1401

same biennial training as other members of a COT.

Status: Passed

Asthma Medications for School Nurses, HB 2243

This bill will extend the expiration date of the
statute that dedicates a portion of the tobacco
settlement funds dedicated to nursing to 2023.
Currently, the statute directing the funds to nursing
expires in 2019.

administer, asthma medication to students if the
student is diagnosed with asthma.

Status: Passed

School Mental Health, HB 19

This is a safe harbor bill that will allow nurses to
orally request peer review by notifying a supervisor
if the nurse is unable to complete the peer review
request form due to immediate patient care needs.
School Nurses, Concussion Oversight Teams, HB 961
Status: Passed

Status: Passed
This bill will require districts to incorporate
evidence-based practices and trauma- and griefinformed care to their district improvement plans.
It will also require continuing education for
teachers and principals in educating students with
mental health conditions, intellectual, or
developmental disabilities; require the state to

This bill amends current law relating to the
membership and training course requirements of a
public school concussion oversight team (COT) and
the ability to remove a public school student from an
interscholastic athletic activity for a suspected

NURSE

This bill will allow schools to carry, and nurses to
student's parent confirms in writing that the

Verbal Safe Harbor, HB 2410

TEXAS
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BON & Regulatory
Issues

(Continued) complete a human trafficking training

Licensure Renewal & Student Loan Default, SB 37

Texas Board of Nursing, and the Board of Nursing

course approved by the Executive Commissioner of
the Texas Health and Human Services Commission.
For APRNs, this training will be part of the

Status: Passed

continuing competency program required by the
will be responsible for developing rules to
implement this law.

This bill will prohibit occupational licensing
agencies, including the Texas Board of Nursing, from
barring professional license holders who are in
default on student loans from renewing their
licenses.

Anti-competitive Rule Review, SB 1995
Status: Passed
This bill requires the Governor to establish a new
division within his/her office to review proposed

Licensure for Military Spouses, SB 1200

rules by a state agency affecting market

Status: Passed

competition relating to the business, occupation,

This bill authorizes certain military spouses who are
licensed in good standing in another state to engage
in a business or occupation in Texas without
obtaining the applicable license from a state agency.
This would include certain military spouses who are
APRNs/nurses and have relocated to Texas.

or profession for which a license is issued. This bill
is in response to a recent U.S. Supreme Court case,
North Carolina Board of Dental Examiners v.
Federal Trade Commission, which ruled that the
actions of certain state entities may be subject to
federal antitrust laws. This bill seeks to provide for
oversight and review of regulatory agencies as
prescribed in this ruling.

Human Trafficking Training, HB 2059
Status: Passed
This bill will require health care practitioners to
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(Continued) substances, as opposed to just

Opioids

Schedule IIs, unless it is an emergency situation;
limits opioid prescriptions to a ten-day supply for

MAT Authorization for APRNs, SB 1564

acute pain; and requires prescribers to complete

Status: Passed

two hours of professional education related to

Under federal law, nurse practitioners, physician
assistants, clinical nurse specialists, certified
registered nurse anesthetists, and certified nurse
midwives have the authority to prescribe
buprenorphine (or MATs) for patients with opioid
substance use disorders. SB 1564 seeks to better
align the state's Medicaid policy with federal law by
providing Medicaid medical benefits reimbursement
for the prescribing of buprenorphine by all APRNs.
Pain Management/Opioid Abuse CE, HB 2454
This bill will require physicians, and PAs and APRNs
who are authorized to prescribe opioids in their
delegation agreement, to complete at least two hours
of CE in pain management and opioid abuse in each
renewal period.

special circumstances under which a written, oral,
or telephonic prescription is permitted under the
new law. The bill also allows state agencies to
create and grant waivers of e-prescribing
requirements to certain prescribers.
Prescription Monitoring Program, HB 3284
Status: Passed

Pharmacy (TSBP) to establish an advisory
committee to make recommendations regarding
information submitted to the TSBP and issues
related to the prescription monitoring program
(PMP). An APRN/PA has a designated slot on this
Committee, among other stakeholders. The bill

E-Prescribing & Opioid Rx Limitations, HB 2174
Status: Passed

also creates administrative and criminal penalties
for improperly disclosing patient prescription
information and making material

This bill will require e-prescribing for all controlled

NURSE

monitoring controlled substances. There are

The bill requires the Texas State Board of

Status: Passed

TEXAS
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(Continued) employed by an LMHA will be housed

Mental Health

at the educational service center to facilitate or
provide training or other assistance in mental

Mental Health Consortium, SB 10

health awareness and steps that can be taken to

Status: Passed

address mental health issues in schools.

This bill creates the Texas Mental Health Care
Consortium. The Consortium will coordinate the
expansion and delivery of healthcare services. It will
be composed of higher education institutions,

Mental Health Development Plans, SB 633
Status: Passed
This bill requires the Texas Health and Human

agency representatives, community center
representatives, and representatives of nonprofit
organizations.

Services Commission (HHSC) to identify LMHAs in
counties with less than 250,000 people, assign
them to local groups, and develop mental health
services development plans for those groups. HHSC

LMHAS and School Mental Health (HB 19)

would then evaluate and publish all of those plans.

Status: Passed
This bill will provide state funding to Local Mental
Health Authorities (LMHAs) to employ a nonphysician mental health professional, including
advanced practice registered nurses, to serve as a
mental health and substance use resource for school
districts located in the region served by a regional
education service center and in which the local
mental health authority provides service. Under the
bill, a non-physician mental health professional
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Maternal &
Children's Health

Tobacco Legal Age, SB 21

Maternal Health, SB 750

18 to 21, with the exception of active duty military.

Status: Passed
This bill raises the minimum legal age for
cigarettes, e-cigarettes, or tobacco products from

Status: Passed
This bill creates a postpartum depression treatment
network, statewide initiatives to improve maternal
care, and places requirements on Managed Care
Organizations (MCOs) for maternal health. It also
turns the Maternal Mortality & Morbidity Task Force
into the Maternal Mortality & Morbidity Review
Committee and extends its Sunset provision to 2027.
Telehealth Centers for Sexual Assault Victims, SB 71
Status: Passed

Maternal Hospital Designations, SB 749
Status: Passed
Recent legislative efforts created the
establishment of designation levels for neonatal
intensive care units and maternal levels of care in
Texas. While the intent was to improve the quality
of care, some of these standards were difficult and
costly to implement and had the unintended
consequence of further restricting the ability of
hospitals to provide neonatal and maternal

This bill will establish a statewide telehealth center
for sexual assault forensic medical examination to
expand access to sexual assault nurse examiners. The
bill also allows funding for training and travel

services. SB 749 will establish an appeal process for
hospital designations, allow providers at Levels I or
II to provide all services for which they are
licensed (including APRNs working in these
facilities), and allow off-site medical consultations

expenses for testifying.

to meet designation requirements. It will also allow
the state to grant waivers of specific requirements.

TEXAS

NURSE

PRACTITIONERS

-

2019

LEGISLATIVE

SESSION

RECAP

9

86th Legislative
Session
Recap

(Continued) treatment in a school-based setting in

Telemedicine

order for physicians to receive Medicaid
reimbursement; allows a Medicaid recipient to

Remote Patient Monitoring, HB 1063

receive certain telemedicine/telehealth services

Status: Passed

from a provider other than the patient's primary

HB 1063 repeals the expiration of the Medicaid
telemonitoring reimbursement program, which must
provide home telemonitoring services to people who
are diagnosed with certain serious health conditions
and exhibit certain risk factors. In addition to these
patients, HB 1063 requires the Medicaid
telemonitoring services to certain pediatric patients
who were diagnosed with end-stage solid organ
disease, received an organ transplant, or required
mechanical ventilation.

Status: Passed

IV trauma designation, the lowest level, to have a
physician standing by or able to respond within 30
minutes to the emergency room at all times. This
bill allows health facilities located in counties with
requirements of a Level IV trauma facility through
the use of telemedicine medical services.

Status: Passed
This bill prohibits Medicaid MCOs from denying
reimbursements for services solely because those
services were provided through telemedicine or
telehealth, or limiting reimbursement based on the
health provider's preferred technological platform.
The bill also removes the requirement that a health
professional be present with a child receiving

PRACTITIONERS

Hospital Telemedicine for Trauma Services, HB 871

a population of fewer than 30,000 to meet

Medicaid Telemedicine, SB 670

NURSE

by Medicaid for the originating site facility fee.

Current regulations require hospitals with a Level

telemonitoring program to provide home

TEXAS

care provider; and allows FQHCs to be reimbursed

-

2019

Telemedicine in Commercial Insurance, HB 3345
Status: Passed
The bill prohibits a health benefit plan from
limiting, denying, or reducing coverage for a service
or procedure delivered as a telemedicine or
telehealth service based on the health
professional's choice of technological platform.
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Other Bills of Interest
Streamlining Medical School Requirements, SB 2011
Status: Passed

(Continued) protection. SB 752 will expand liability
protection for volunteer health care providers and
facilities, regardless of their tax status, that
sponsor the care or assistance of patients during
or in the wake of a disaster.

This bill requires the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board to collaborate with at least one
public institution of higher education, the Texas
Medical Board, and the Texas Board of Nursing to
conduct a study regarding the feasibility of

Health Care Professions Shortages Study (HB 80):
Status: Passed
This bil requires the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board to conduct a study in

developing a pilot program to streamline the
requirements for an advanced practice registered
nurse to become eligible for a license to practice

collaboration with the Texas Health Professions
Resource Center, the Texas Center for Nursing

medicine.

Workforce Studies, and the Texas Demographic

Volunteer Provider Liability Protections, SB 752

shortages in health professions, with an emphasis

Center to identify statewide and regional

Status: Passed

on shortages in doctoral-level training in those
health professions.

During emergencies or disasters, existing Texas laws
provide liability protection for volunteer health care
providers who are affiliated with nonprofit
organizations/the government or for facilities with
nonprofit status. However, volunteer health care
providers who are not affiliated with established
nonprofit organizations, particularly out-of-state
providers, as well as facilities that do not hold a
nonprofit status, do not have the same liability
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Get Involved in TNP's Advocacy Efforts
Legislative Session is not the only time we're busy at TNP. If you want to stay informed, engaged,
and plugged into our advocacy efforts throughout the year, here's what you can do:
• Join our Legislative Visits Volunteer Program. The best time to visit with you legislator is
during the interim when they are at home in the district. Email us at erin@texasnp.org, and we’ll
schedule and prepare you for an in-district visit with your legislator.
• Get Involved with Our Advisory Groups. We have advisory groups based on NP specialties or
health care areas of interest, such as women’s health and telemedicine. Email erin@texasnp.org
to learn more and get involved.
• Stay Informed with our TNP Capitol Watch & Policy Webinar Series. TNP members get
exclusive policy updates on issues impacting the profession. Stay tuned to these Capitol updates.

Help Strengthen Our
Advocacy Efforts
We are not the Republican Party or the Democratic
Party. We are the Nurses Party. And the Nurses Party
is fighting to put patients, not politics, first in Texas.
Add your name to our numbers today. Together, we
can fight for changes like full practice authority for
NPs that will improve access to care for all Texas
patients. Learn more at bit.ly/TNPPAC
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