
Texas Floodplain Management Association

2020 Technical Summit
August 25-28 * Omni Galleria

Houston

“Stronger Together - Six Feet Apart”



  About the Technical Summit

TFMA’s Meeting Safety & Responsibility

  Technical Summit LIVE Streaming

During these uncertain times, TFMA is committed to providing a safe, productive and welcoming environment 
for all meeting participants. We realize that many of you have been sheltered in place for some time and with 
Texas re-opening in phases, times are uncertain. But one thing is certain, TFMA will continue to support our 
membership by providing excellent continuing education opportunities and advancing floodplain management 
throughout Texas. 

What is TFMA planning to do to make you feel safe at the Summit? 

• Social distancing practices and reducing people-to-people contact as much as possible.
• Hand sanitizers will be stationed throughout the meeting space, hotel lobby, and guest rooms including the TFMA 

Registration Desk. 
• Masks will be encouraged and available onsite.
• Reminders throughout the hotel and in meeting spaces to WASH THOSE HANDS.
• Meeting rooms will be spaced out to honor the 6ft. distancing guidelines.
• TFMA will abide by the Omni’s “Stay a Part of Safety” program. Click here to read more. 
• TFMA will remain in constant communication with local health and govermental authories in Houston and beyond to 

ensure all necessary precautions will be taken to offer you a face-to-face event where you feel comfortable. 
• TFMA will be offering LIVE streaming of the plenary sessions for those that want to participate virtually.
• All TFMA participants will be encouraged to stay home or in their guest room if they are suddenly ill.
• Full refunds if TFMA has to cancel due to local government regulations. 
• Your registration fee can be moved to VIRTUAL on or before August 14 with a refund on the difference.

Summit Objectives:
• To present high quality and relevant education in industry areas such as floodplain management, 

stormwater, engineering and water resources. 
• Create a Summit that supports the participants educational needs and allow them to take back informa-

tion they are able to use in their day-to-day operations. 
• Create a successful event that  sustains the Technical Summit model for which TFMA is known. 

As a participant of the Summit, you will be able to choose from over 15 hours of accredited continuing ed-
ucation hours with sessions carefully tailored to your needs in a variety of formats. Virtual attendees will be 
able to choose from up to 7 hours of CECs from the plenary sessions only.  Continue reading and you’ll see 
why TFMA has become known for providing some of the BEST conferences in the nation. 

For those of you who are unable to travel due to budget cuts or simply don’t quite feel comfortable attending a live meet-
ing just yet, TFMA will be LIVE streaming a portion of the 2020 Technical Summit. We will be streaming both Plenary 
Sessions beginning on Wednesday afternoon and again on Friday morning. You’ll be able to register for the “Virtual 
Sessions” only and be able to obtain up to 7 hours of CECs from the convenience of your own computer.  

Just a NEW way TFMA is bringing a part of the Summit directly to you!

Virtual Hours (7 CECs)
Wednesday, August 26 - 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Friday, August 28 - 8:00 am - Noon
Plenary Session Agendas will be available on or before July 1. 

http://Click here


Tuesday, August 25       Wednesday, August 26 (con’t.)      Friday, August 28
7:00 am - 5:00 pm                       10:00 am - Noon        7:30 am - 10:00 am
Registration        TFMA Committee Meetings      Registration
          

    7:00 am - Noon        Noon - 1:00 pm         8:00 am - Noon (3.5 CECs)
    TFMA Committee Meetings      Lunch on your Own        Plenary Session
                (LIVE STREAMED)
   8:00 am - Noon (3.5 CECs)       1:00 pm - 5:00 pm (3.5 CECs) 

Early Bird Workshops (optional)       Plenary Session          Noon
                      (LIVE STREAMED)          Adjourn

   11:00 am - 5:00 pm         
   TFMA Board of Directors Mtg.      5:00 pm                ********************** 

          Evening on your Own
Noon - 1:00 pm        Enjoy Houston       TFMA Committees
Lunch on your Own   

          Thursday, August 27      Join one of  7 TFMA Committees: 
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm (3.5 CECs)       7:00 am - 5:00 pm        
Early Bird Workshops Continue       Registration                               Awards  
                 Communications
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm         7:00 am - 6:30 pm        Conference
CFM Exam           Exhibits Open        Governmental Relations

               Outreach
   Wednesday, August 26        8:00 am - 11:30 am (3.5 CECs)      Training/Credentialing

7:00 am - 5:00 pm         Concurrent Sessions                        Special Focus 
Registration & Exhibits Open          

           11:45 am - 1:30 pm      Committees days/times will be 
    7:00 am - 9:00 am         Membership\Awards Luncheon     determined soon, so stay tuned
    TFMA’s FunRun            for more information.
           2:00 pm - 5:00 pm (3.5 CECs)          

8:00 am - Noon (3.5 CECs)        Concurrent Sessions      To learn more, click here to view
Early Bird Workshops (optional)           descriptions of each Committee. 
Field Trips          5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

                               Networking Social w/Exhibitors
         

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT

The Texas Floodplain Management Association is ASFPM accredited to provide continuing education credits
for Certified Floodplain Managers (CFM®.) Upon final program review, Texas Floodplain Management
Association will designate this program for a maximum number of CEC hours and participants should claim 
only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE



Our Host Hotel
Omni Houston Hotel
The Four-Diamond Omni Houston Hotel has reopened its doors and is welcoming guests after undergoing a $30 
million renovation that elevates the guest experience. Located in prestigious Uptown, near The Galleria and situated 
in a park-like setting, this luxurious hotel offers all the comforts and amenities of a resort with the convenience of an 
urban setting.

TFMA has negotiated a special group rate of only $140++ single/double occupancy. This room block will sell out fast 
at this rate, so make your reservations before August 3, 2020. Rooms at this rate will be available until then or when-
ever the block is sold out, whichever comes first. 

To make your reservations, click here or copy and paste the following link to your browser: 

https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/houston/meetings/2020-tfma-fall-technical-summit

Or call the Omni at 1-800-THE-OMNI and tell reservations you
 are with TX Floodplain Management Association. 

Omni Houston Hotel 
Four Riverway
Houston, TX  77056
Telephone: 713-871-8181

America’s fourth-largest city is a cosmopolitan destination, filled with world-class dining, arts, 
hotels, shopping and nightlife. Take a stroll through the historic Heights, spend the day explor-
ing the Museum District or head down to Space Center Houston. Later on, grab a bite in one of 
dozens of award-winning restaurants, or hang out with the cool kids on Washington Avenue. 
There’s always something to do in this Southern hospitality meets urban chic city. 

Come explore YOUR Houston!

Our Host City - HOUSTON

https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/houston/meetings/2020-tfma-fall-technical-summit
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/SATRS/G-FLOD 


    Early Bird Workshops * Tuesday, August 25, 2020 * 8:00 AM - 5:00 pm
Basics of Floodplain Management 101 
Instructor:  Jessica Fleming, CFM, TX Water Development Board

This workshop will provide participants with basic knowledge of floodplain management topics that contribute to the 
success of a community’s floodplain management program. Participants will learn about State and Federal regulations 
and the importance of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). Topics also include NFIP Requirements, Elevation 
Certificates, substantial improvement and damage, FEMA map amendments, and maintaining and understanding a Flood 
Damage Prevention Ordinance. 

This course is geared toward both those who are new to floodplain management and those who have been in the field for 
some time and need a refresher. NOTE: OPEN TO NON-CFMs ONLY - Limit 50

NFIP 201: Intermediate Floodplain Management
Instructor:  Brian Bartley, FEMA Region 6

It is expected that the students enrolled in this class will have had the NFIP 101 or the L0273 - Managing Development 
through the National Flood Insurance Program course and/or had some experience in floodplain administration. Students 
will dive deeper into NFIP regulations, local ordinances, enforcement and permitting, higher standards, Letters of Map 
Change, the Community Rating System, substantial damage and outreach. 

Participants will also learn what to expect from FEMA floodplain management visits and assistance to the community.
NOTE: Workshop is limited to 30 participants only for social distancing purposes.

Hands-on HEC-RAS 2D (For Intermediate Users)
Instructors: Garrett Johnston, PE, CFM, GISP & Holly Ahumada, PE, CFM; Freese & Nichols

This workshop covers the capabilities of HEC-RAS 5.0.7 with a focus on two-dimensional modeling. It alternates between 
brief lectures and hands-on practice at individual laptops. Participants should have intermediate familiarity with HEC-RAS 
1D modeling. Participants will be provided with a printed workbook and flash drives containing a copy of HEC-RAS 5.0.7 
(or newest version at the time of the workshop) and example models. 

Over the past 3 years, Freese and Nichols instructors have led this workshop for TFMA, ASFPM, Oklahoma Water Re-
sources Board, Georgia Safe Dams Program, North Carolina Dam Safety, and the Association of State Dam Safety Officials. 
NOTE: Workshop is limited to 30 participants only for social distancing purposes.

Streambank Stabilization for Restoration and Flood Control Projects
Instructor:  Brent Travis, PE , WEST Consultants

This one-day course will focus on streambank stabilization techniques for both restoration and traditional flood control 
projects. Traditional hard structural-type channel bank stabilization techniques will be discussed (using rock riprap, ga-
bions, articulated concrete blocks) as well as re-directive techniques including bendway weirs, rock vanes, and spur dikes. 
The applicability and limitations of the various techniques are described, and course participants will develop the necessary 
skills to quantitatively predict scour depth at the bank and use this to provide the critically important toe protection. Work-
shops accompanying the lectures provide practical application experience in streambank stabilization design. 
NOTE: Workshop is limited to 30 participants only for social distancing purposes.

Upon completion of this seminar, you will be able to:

• Identify the two main techniques for streambank stabilization
• Understand the fundamentals of fluvial geomorphology
• Identify the design data requirements for streambank stabilization project
• Understand the basic principles and techniques on estimating the total scour for streambank 
 protection measure



   Early Bird Workshops * Wednesday, August 26, 8:00 am - Noon
Reviewing HEC-RAS 2D Models 
Instructors: Brandon Hilbrich, PE, CFM; Sunit Deo, PE, CFM; Sarah Davis, EIT, CFM
   HDR Engineering

For past three years, the H&H community is delighted to see and use the official release of HEC-RAS 5.0 and its subsequent versions, which are public 
domain, free, trusted, and meticulously tested software from HEC and include fully 2-dimensional (2-D) and combined 1-dimensional (1-D) and 2-D 
unsteady flow modeling in addition to its traditional 1-D modeling capabilities.  In this period, use of HEC-RAS for 2-D modeling has increased ex-
ponentially.  The newest version of HEC-RAS 5.0.7, released in March 2019, has many added capabilities and features including faster speeds, variable 
time step, and 1D pre-processing (No need for GeoRAS anymore).  This will attract even more users using this software.  There are many advantages 
of using a 2-D RAS model, including the ease with which a 2-D model can be set up. Does that mean all 2-D models that run and provide results are 
justified and correct? That is the most important question when tasked with reviewing a 2-D model. 

This workshop will discuss good modeling practices and identify common mistakes that are overlooked in creating a 2-D RAS model.  The workshop 
will include a live interactive demonstration of HEC-RAS 2-D during which all participants will play a reviewer’s role in finding problems with the 
models.  This workshop is not intended to teach attendees how to use HEC-RAS 5.0 and its 2-D capabilities; instead it will focus on providing infor-
mation for those who review HEC-RAS 2-D models.
NOTE: Workshop is limited to 30 participants only for social distancing purposes.

Using HEC-RAS 5 for Watershed Flood Planning with Mitigation Alternatives 
   Instructors:  Sam Crampton, PE, CFM; Jake Lesue, PE, CFM; John Squerciati, PE, CFM
    Dewberry
HEC-RAS 5 has the ability to perform 1-dimensional and 2-dimensional analysis using the HEC-RAS 5 computational engine.  Attendees will learn 
how hydraulic analysis are established for existing conditions and future conditions, as well as input of planned or hypothetical flood projects for esti-
mating level of service, benefit-cost analysis, consequence modeling and mitigation alternatives in a watershed footprint.  
 
This workshop is ideal for engineers and public officials alike who have an interest or need to understand HEC-RAS for large scale watershed planning 
and/or interpretation of the analysis.  The workshop will also be of interest to those wanting to learn more about HEC-RAS 1D/2D unsteady flow 
modeling for watershed floodplain modeling.
Attendees should have a basic understanding of the principles of open channel hydraulics and/or an interest in understanding how engineering data is 
used to plan and mitigate the effects of floods. 
Workshop topics will include: 
1.        1D and 2D hydraulic analysis for watershed modeling existing and future condition.
2.        Input of planned or hypothetical flood projects for scenario-based modeling and analysis. 
3.        Flood management strategies and projects with their impacts for mitigation alternatives. 
4.        Hazus and HEC-FIA for consequence analysis.
5.        Benefit-Cost Analysis (BCA).
NOTE: Workshop is limited to 30 participants only for social distancing purposes.

FPAs: Ensure Your Community Addresses Atlas 14
Instructor: Vamshi Konduru, PE, CFM, PH; Pape-Dawson

A discussion on rainfall data, and “how/what to look for” when reviewing flood studies.

Floodplain administrators should make sure Atlas 14 rainfall-data has been correctly used in their recently received submittals. Since the introduction 
of updated rainfall data by NOAA in 2018, various communities have been independently doing analyses and studies to appropriately implement 
and enforce Atlas 14 rainfall data for all current and future submittals. One-size does not fit all. This semi-workshop helps floodplain administrators 
identify studies that require Atlas 14 analysis and provides guidance on how to make sure the submittal (they are reviewing), accurately incorporates 
revised rainfall data into the design. The workshop will focus on a few large and fast developing cities and will provide short summaries on how they 
have been implementing Atlas 14 into their stormwater code and guidance. Currently, the FEMA floodplains in Texas, do not reflect Atlas 14 rainfall; 
which makes it difficult to tie-in new studies with old floodplains. 

This workshop will also discuss some ideas and options for the FPAs on things to consider while incorporating/converting flood studies into FEMA 
submittals. Understanding and discussing these with the applicants prior to submittals, or during early stages of the project, will help better communi-
cate the community’s expectations and reduces the comment-response period. The workshop will conclude with an open-discussion with the FPAs in 
the session, their current stance on Atlas 14 and how they have been implementing it in their community.
NOTE: Workshop is limited to 30 participants only for social distancing purposes.



   Field Trips, Wednesday, August 26, 8:00 am - Noon
Wetland Mitigation Banks
Instructors: Ataul Hannan, PE, CFM; Harris County Flood Control District

Stop #1: Jersey Village Stormwater Detention Basin (Unit No. E535-01-00)
The Jersey Meadows Stormwater Detention basin was completed in 2014 as part of the White Oak Bayou Regional Flood Control Plan. The Jersey 
Meadows basin is located on a 42-acre site that was formerly part of the Jersey Meadows Golf Course. The completed basin now holds about 400 acre-
feet of stormwater and removed 4,000 structures from the floodplain. The design includes a permanent pool (wet bottom) with stormwater quality 
treatment wetlands, an award winning tree planting plan to reforest the site and reduce long-term maintenance costs, and an inter-local agreement 
with the City of Jersey Village for the construction of a trail. The project has won awards from the Houston Area Urban Forestry Council (2104) and 
the West Houston Association Sustainability Stars Program (2017).

Stop #2: Birnamwood Drive Bioswale
The Birnamwood Drive extension is a four-lane roadway constructed in northern Harris County in 2012 and was the County’s first roadway project to 
implement Low Impact Development (LID) principles. The project design includes a vegetated bioswale in the roadway median instead of the typical 
storm sewer system with off-site detention. The bioswale includes native plantings that reduce mowing requirements. The FocalPoint Biofiltration 
System provides a high flow biofiltration media to promote infiltration and stormwater quality treatment.

Stop #3: Greens Bayou Wetlands Mitigation Bank (Unit No. P700-01-00)
The Greens Bayou Wetlands Mitigation Bank is 961 acres of permanently protected ponds, marshes, forests, and prairies located along Greens Bayou 
and Garners Bayou in northeast Harris County. By preserving, restoring, and creating wetlands at the site, the District is able to mitigate unavoidable 
losses of wetlands elsewhere in Harris County. The creation of wetland “credits” at the mitigation bank helps offset “debits” of wetland losses due to de-
velopment. The sale of those credits helps ensure the long-term sustainability of this wetland preserve. The first subdivision of the wetlands mitigation 
bank was constructed in 1996 and the final subdivision was completed in 2015.  NOTE: Field trip is limited to the first 25 registrants. 

Project Construction Site 
Instructors: Ataul Hannan, PE, CFM; Harris County Flood Control District

TFMA Exhibits
Wednesday, August 26 (9:00 am - 5:00 pm); Thursday, August 27 (7:00 am - 6:00 pm)
With the cancellation of the Annual Conference, we invited companies to showcase their products at the Summit for this year only. These companies 
are committed to spending time with TFMA members and supporting your association too. Please take the time to visit with them and thank them 
for their support - 6ft apart of course!

Wednesday, August 26 (7:00 am - 9:00 am off-site)
TFMA’s Fun Run
Come join TFMA members as we hit the pavement in stride on this our TFMA 5K event! You can walk, run or do both! Feet on the ground at 6:30 
AM for check-in with the Fun Run beginning at 7:00 AM sharp. With our “No one left behind” policy, you’ll cross that finish line with others along 
the way with you.  This event will benefit the TFMA Outreach Program. The proceeds will enable TFMA to develop and purchase outreach materials                          
to distribute to our communities at no cost. 
Cost:  $35.00/person and includes a T-shirt. Sign up today! 

Thursday, August 27
TFMA Membership Business Luncheon & Awards (11:45 am - 1:30 pm)
We’re combining the awards presentations with the membership luncheon into one! With the cancelling of the Annual Conference, TFMA still wants 
to recognize our Award winners for 2020. In addition, this is your opportunity to congratulate the winners and show them your support. You will also 
hear from the TFMA President as he gives the “State of TFMA” address. Complimentary to all.

Networking Social and Closing Reception (5:30 pm - 6:30 pm)
As we gather together for our closing reception, we’ll do our best to ensure your personal safety while having a good time with your colleagues and 
friends. We’ll figure out a way to keep everyone six-feet apart and yet still have the ability to network safely! Complimentary to all.

Summit Events

Field Trip  description will be available after June 15. An email will go out announcing the exact description. If you choose to switch 
field trips, you can - just let the TFMA office know: TFMA@tfma.org. NOTE: Field trip is limited to the first 25 registrants. 



2020 Technical summit registration  (see BACK page for Registration info.)
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title:__________________________________________________________________________________CFM___Yes ___No

Employer: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Office PH:__________________________________________________Cell: _____________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________@_______________________________________

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25  (WORKSHOPS OPTIONAL)

 TFMA Mbr        Non-MBR   8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

q $125         q $150      Basics of FP Mgt. 101

q $125         q $150      NFIP 201

q $125         q $150      Hand-on HEC-RAS 2D

q $125         q $150     Streambank Stabilization

WED, AUGUST 26  (WORKSHOPS OPTIONAL) 

TFMA Mbr    Non-MBR   8:00 AM - Noon

q $75        q $100  Reviewing  HEC-RAS 2D

q $75        q $100  FPAs: Atlas 14

q $75        q $100  HEC-RAS 5 Watershed Planning

q $100      q $125  FT#1: Wetlands Mitigation

q $100      q $125  FT#2: Construction Site

    FULL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION - WED, AUG 26 @1:00 PM  - FRI, AUG 28 NOON
             
    On or Before August 6      On or After August 7
 q$350 TFMA Member                q$450   TFMA Member
    q$260 Retired TFMA*                q$335   Retired TFMA*
 q$450 Non-member      q$550  Non-member 
          * See back page for more info on Retired TFMA Status

  q$35   FunRun      T-Shirt Size qXL qL  qM  qS  

VIRTUAL REGISTRATION ONLY

Early Bird On or before August 6 
   q $125 TFMA Member
   q $150  Non- Member

On or After August 7
   q  $175 TFMA Member
   q     $200  Non-Member

(VIRTUAL registration will earn up to 7 hours of CECs)PAYMENT METHOD:

q Mastercard   q Visa   q Check#_____ TOTAL DUE: ______

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Card#                     Exp. Date      3-digit CVV

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Billing Address:           Zip Code

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________

Got questions? Call us at 512-260-1366 or email us at ssmirza@tfma.org



Important Conference Registration Information

Attendees are strongly encouraged to register online at www.tfma.org. Please note that the online registration system 
accepts Mastercard or Visa payments only. If you are paying by check,  please complete the Registration Form and 
mail to: TFMA, PO Box 1237, Cedar Park, TX  78630 to arrive on or before August 19. You may also FAX your regis-
tration to: 512-260-1409 with your credit card. 

Pre-conference registration ends on August 19. After this date, you can still come to the conference and register on-
site. Registration for the Virtual Live Streaming ends on Friday, August 21 at NOON.

TFMA Retired Member Rate:  If you are a retired TFMA Member who is no longer working in the field of floodplain man-
agement, you may qualify for TFMA’s Retired Member status and receive the reduced conference registration fee. If you have any 
questions, please contact us at the TFMA office at 512-260-1366 or via email at TFMA@tfma.org.

Conference Cancellation Policy
All cancellations must be received via email on or before August 19 to receive a full refund minus a $75 admin fee. Prefer to 
attend VIRTUALLY? Your registration fee can be transferred to the Virtual Sessions instead! TFMA will reimburse you the 
difference between the live conference versus the virtual.  

 Absolutely NO REFUNDS after August 21 UNLESS you or a loved one is affected by COVID-19 OR local authorities 
prohibit large gatherings due to COVID-19. If so ALL attendees will be able to get a full refund. 

Virtual Attendees: To receive a full refund minus $25 for your Virtual participation, cancellations must be received on or 
before August 21. After this date, no refunds will be accepted. 

TFMA CFM Certification Opportunity

Not certified yet? The CFM exam will be administered from 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM on Tuesday August 25 at the Omni. 
Due to distancing requirements, this opportunity will be limited to the first 50 applicants. We may open it up to 
more, depending on meeting space. 

To take the exam you must:

w Join TFMA FIRST and pay the $50.00 membership fee
w Complete the CFM Exam Application and pay the $150 application fee
w Email completed application to TFMA@tfma.org by: August 7. 

   
    For more information, contact Markie at mscasebier@tfma.org

A Note about Workshops: The workshops on Tuesday and Wednesday are optional. Meaning, a participant can sign up for 
these without signing up for the Full Conference. Tuesday all day workshops will get you up to 6 hours of CECs (maybe more 
once approved) while the Wednesday workshops can get you up to 3.5-4 hours of CECs. Tuesday workshops begin at 8:00 am 
- 5:00 pm (lunch on your own) and Wednesday workshops start at 8:00 am - Noon. If you sign up for a workshop, you can still 
register for Full Conference. To abide by social distancing guideliines, ALL WORKSHOPS WILL BE LIMITED AS NOTED.

If you have any questions regarding the workshops, please contact the TFMA office at 512-260-1366 or 
email Selina at  ssmirza@tfma.org



FUTURE CONFERENCES

2021 TFMA Annual Conference
April 13 - 16, 2021

Embassy Suites 
Denton, TX

2021 TFMA Technical Summit
August 24 - 27, 2021

Hyatt Lost Pines Resort
Lost Pines/Austin, TX
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