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Legislative Branch
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The Legislature is the lawmaking branch of state 
government. It is a two-house body composed of 
the Senate and the Assembly. 

The State Constitution authorizes a Senate of varying 
number, currently 63 members, and an Assembly of 150 
members, who are elected from districts throughout the 
State for two-year terms. 
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Executive Branch
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The Executive Branch is headed by the Governor, 
who is elected for a term of four years. The 
Governor is required by the Constitution to submit 
a yearly State Budget to the Legislature in which 
he makes recommendations for legislation and 
proposes funding appropriations for departments 
and programs. 

The Governor also is empowered to: 

• Veto legislative bills with which he disagrees;

• Convene the Legislature for special sessions;

• Appoint and, under certain conditions, remove 
non-elected state officers.
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Tasks and Duties

4

The Legislative Branch and Executive Branch 
work together to enact, amend, or repeal statutes. 
This involves drafting, discussing, and approving 
bills and resolutions.

The Senate also has the authority to confirm 
appointments made by the Governor to statewide 
authorities, commissions, and the judiciary.
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Step 1
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An idea for a bill may come from several 
sources: the legislators and their staffs, the 
Governor and his staff or departments, 
individuals, association, and interest groups. 

The intent is to create more understanding, solve a 
problem, and/or provide new instructions to help 
accommodate all in the State. 

The Idea
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Step 2
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The actual drafting of legislation requires a 
specialized type of legal training and is usually 
done by the staff of the Legislative Bill Drafting 
Commission.

Sometimes, however, an interest group may have its own 
attorneys draft a bill. Lawyers working in various state 
agencies and the executive branch often submit their ideas 
for legislation in bill form.

Bill Drafting
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Step 3
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No law may be enacted in New York State unless it 
has been adopted by the Legislature in bill form. 
To be adopted, it must first be introduced by a 
member of the Assembly or Senate.

The bill must be sent to the Introduction and Revision 
Office, where it is examined, corrected, and given a 
number. For example, Senate Bill 1234 (S.1234) or 
Assembly Bill 1234 (A.1234).

Introduction
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Step 4
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Once a bill is introduced, house leadership 
refers it to the appropriate committees for review, 
discussion, and, ultimately, approval or 
disapproval. Once approved, the bill is moved to 
the Daily Calendar.

The lawmakers and their staff, serving on each of the 
standing committees in each house, evaluate the 
ramifications of a bill and decide whether it should be 
approved, tabled (held), or revised. 

Committee Action
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Step 5
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The Daily Calendar is the agenda for the Senate 
and Assembly sessions. Bills take their place on an 
agenda as they are reported from committee. 

When the bill comes up for consideration on the Order of 
Third Reading, it is subject to debate, discussion, or 
explanation.  If a majority of the members approve, the 
bill is sent to the other house for passage.

Legislative Action

Once referred from committee to the calendar, 
each bill is read three times (once per day for 
three days) before it can come up for a vote.
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Step 6
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Once a bill is sent to the Executive, the Governor 
has 10 days (not counting Sundays) to sign or veto 
bills passed by both houses. Signed bills become 
law; vetoed bills do not. 

Vetoed bills are returned to the house that first passed 
them, together with a statement of the reason for their 
disapproval. A vetoed bill can become law if two-thirds of 
the members of each house vote to override the 
Governor's veto.

The Governor

The Governor's failure to sign or veto a bill 
within the 10-day period means that it becomes 
law automatically. 
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Step 7
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A bill becomes a law when the Governor signs it. 
As bills become laws, they are assigned chapter 
numbers for the particular session in which they 
were enacted. For example, “Chapter 17 of the 
Laws of 1995.”

Most New York State laws are organized or consolidated 
into subject areas called chapters, such as Labor and 
Insurance.

Bill Becomes a Law



Example: 
Session Calendar
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Example:
Bill Text
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Example:
Sponsor’s Memo
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Example:
Memo in 

Support or 
Opposition
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Example:
Letter to the 

Governor
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Example:
A Veto Message
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