
New York State Grants Experienced Nurse Practitioners Full Practice Authority to
Increase Patient Access to Care

Agreed to State Budget Expands Nurse Practitioner Modernization Act

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK (April 9, 2022) – The Nurse Practitioner Association New York State
(“NPA”) -- the only statewide professional association of nurse practitioners (“NPs”) in
New York, nearly 20,000 of whom practice throughout New York State – commends the
Governor for her unwavering support of healthcare practitioners in the recently adopted
FY23 New York State Budget. The NPA applauds Governor Hochul, Senate Majority
Leader Stewart Cousins, Assembly Speaker Heastie, and the Senate and Assembly
Higher Education Committee Chairs Stavisky and Glick for their commitment to
eliminating administrative barriers for experienced nurse practitioners to serve New
Yorkers in need of accessible care.

Since the enactment of their scope of practice thirty years ago, Nurse Practitioners have
been authorized to independently evaluate, diagnose, and treat acute and chronic
diseases, order tests, devices, and immunizations, and refer patients to other health
care providers. NPs also have full prescribing authority. NPs practice in integrated
team-based approaches to coordinated health care delivery that are centered on patient
needs and are accountable for the care they provide. NPs have a professional respect
for their license and expect to be held accountable for the high standards of practice
their license demands. But, outdated New York law mandated NPs maintain written
agreements or collaborative relationships as a condition of practice which led to
interruption of care. The recently adopted budget, however, eliminates these arbitrary
administrative barriers to care, and New York law now grants experienced nurse
practitioners full practice authority.

“Today is a big win for all New Yorkers. The NPA has long advocated for full practice
authority for experienced NPs; and the latest statutory changes is a recognition that
NPs are collaborative partners who are integral to New York’s health workforce. We are
grateful for Governor Hochul’s commitment to eliminating arbitrary barriers will help
ensure that New York can meet its current and future healthcare workforce demands,”
stated Dr. Stephen Ferrara, DNP, FNP, FAAN, Executive Director, The Nurse
Practitioner Association New York State.

NPA President, Dr. Efrat LaMandre, PhD, FNP-C, stated, “This logical improvement to
the Education Law could not have occurred without the support of many important
elected officials, including Senator Stavisky and Assembly Member Glick.  The NPA is
particularly thankful for the leadership of Senator Rivera and our long standing



champion, Assemblyman Gottfried. Their efforts ensure that New Yorkers everywhere
will have access to healthcare.”

The Nurse Practitioner Association New York State is the only statewide
professional association of nurse practitioners, working to promote and support the
highest standards of healthcare throughout New York State, through education,
advocacy, leadership and fostering the empowerment of nurse practitioner professional
practice. The NPA is committed to providing culturally competent, quality care as
integral members of a diverse, collegial community. For more information, visit:
www.TheNPA.org.
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