Barry Ball, DVM, PhD, DACT
Dr. Ball received his D.V.M. degree from the University of Georgia in 1981. He completed a
Theriogenology residency at the University of Florida and his graduate training at Cornell
University. He was a member of the faculty at Cornell University from 1987 – 1996. In 1996, he
was appointed as the first Hughes Endowed Chair in Equine Reproduction at UC-Davis. In 2010,
he was appointed as the first Clay Endowed Chair in Equine Reproduction at the University of
Kentucky. Dr. Ball’s current research emphasis is directed toward reproductive endocrinology
and pregnancy loss in mares.
Dr. Ball is a Diplomate of the ACT. He has received numerous awards including the SmithKlineBeecham Award for Research Excellence, the Excellence in Equine Research Award from the
AVMA, the Schering-Plough Award for Outstanding Research from WEVA, the Norden–Pfizer
Distinguished Teacher award from UC-Davis and the Theriogenologist of the Year award. Dr.
Ball was a Fulbright Distinguished Scholar at the University of Cambridge during 2004-05. He
serves as chair of the International Equine Reproduction Symposium Committee, and he is a
past president of the ACT.

Diane Carlisle, PhD
Diane Carlisle, PhD, joined the U. Pittsburgh Department of Neurological Surgery in October
2010. She received her undergraduate degree in molecular biology from Washington and
Jefferson College and her graduate degree in molecular and cellular oncology from George
Washington University. Dr. Carlisle came to the University of Pittsburgh after a postdoctoral
fellowship at Johns Hopkins University under the mentorship of Robert Casero Jr., PhD, in
oncology drug development. She then launched an independent research program using stem
cells to investigate adult disease.
The mission of her laboratory is to use pluripotent stem cells to model disease. Her laboratory
uses stem cells generated from donated tissue samples for research. In addition to her research
at the University of Pittsburgh, Dr. Carlisle serves as faculty of the NIH-funded stem cell course
Frontiers in Stem Cells and Regeneration, which is held annually at the Marine Biological
Laboratories in Woods Hole, Mass.

Elaine Carnevale, DVM, MS, PhD
Dr. Carnevale attended Colorado State University for a DVM and a MS in reproductive
physiology. After working in clinical settings for 2 years, she joined the laboratory of Dr. O.J.
Ginther at the University of Wisconsin to obtain a PhD focusing on maternal aging and
reproduction. Dr. Carnevale did clinical work and taught at Southern Illinois University before
joining CSU in 1998. She headed the clinical program that resulted in some of the first equine
commercial offspring from oocyte transfer, harvested ovaries, vitrified embryos (straw), and
ICSI. Dr. Carnevale currently teaches DVM and graduate students and conducts research in the
areas of equine assisted reproduction and effects of aging and metabolic status on oocyte
quality and embryo development.

Charles Easley, MS, PhD
Dr. Easley received his MS in Biology and his Ph.D. in Biochemistry both from Virginia
Commonwealth University. He completed his postdoctoral training in reproductive biology,
developmental biology, and stem cell biology from the University of Pittsburgh under the
guidance of Dr. Gerald Schatten. Work in the Easley Lab focuses on 3 major themes: 1) Impacts
of Environmental Exposures on Human Spermatogenesis, 2) Regenerative Medicine, and 3)
Drug Discovery. The Easley lab primarily uses human pluripotent stem cells and their novel in
vitro model of spermatogenesis to examine the effects of environmental exposures on
spermatogenesis as well as identify potential male contraceptives. In their regenerative
medicine portfolio, they use non-human primate pluripotent stem cells as a platform to begin
deriving stem cell-based therapies towards novel treatments for male factor infertility.

James D. Ferguson MS, VMD
After six years in private practice, residencies in nutrition and reproduction, Dr. Ferguson spent
26 years on the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania, School of Veterinary Medicine. He
was a professor in the Department of Clinical Studies, New Bolton Center and was located in
the faculty of the Center for Animal Health and Productivity. His work focused on precision
feeding of dairy herds to reduce environmental pollution from N and P and on efficient
reproductive management programs.

Rob Foss, DVM
Dr. Foss is a 1981 graduate of the College of Veterinary Medicine, University of Missouri.
Following an internship at Iowa State University he spent 4 years in a mixed practice in
Columbia, Missouri. He opened Equine Medical Services, Inc. in 1986 as a solo practice and it
has since become a group practice with a reproductive emphasis employing 5 veterinarians. Dr.
Foss started an embryo transfer program in 1988 and Equine Medical Services currently
maintains a large recipient herd, transferring around 500 embryos annually. In vitro embryo
production through ICSI has been an area of emphasis since the first commercial pregnancies at
Equine Medical Services in 2007.

Katrin Hinrichs, DVM, PhD, DACT
Dr. Katrin Hinrichs is the Harry Werner Endowed Professor of Equine Medicine and Chair,
Department of Clinical Studies at New Bolton Center at the University of Pennsylvania. She
obtained her DVM from the University of California, Davis and her PhD from the University of
Pennsylvania. Dr. Hinrichs has pioneered research into equine assisted reproduction, producing
the first cloned horse in North America and developing the first successful program for equine
intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI) and in vitro embryo production in the US. Her research
has led to new methods for shipment of immature oocytes and for biopsy and cryopreservation
of equine embryos, now utilized worldwide. Dr. Hinrichs’ honors include Theriogenologist of the
Year from the American College of Theriogenologists, honorary doctorates from the University
of Copenhagen and Ghent University, the Distinguished Achievement Award in Research from
Texas A&M University, and the 2016 Simmet Prize for Assisted Reproduction from the
International Congress of Animal Reproduction.

Bob L. Larson, DVM, PhD,DACT, ACVPM-Epi, ACAN
Dr. Larson received his veterinary medical degree from Kansas State University in 1987. After
practicing for a year in southeast Kansas, he returned to Kansas State to pursue graduate
training in the department of Animal Sciences and Industry and he received his Ph.D. in 1992.
Dr. Larson then spent four years in private practice, primarily in Abilene, Kansas. In 1996 he
joined the faculty at the University of Missouri working in the area of beef production medicine.
In 2006 he returned to Kansas State University as the Coleman Chair of Food Animal Production
Medicine. He is board certified by the American College of Theriogenologists, the American
College of Animal Nutrition, and the American College of Veterinary Preventive Medicine –
Epidemiology specialty.

Laurie Larson, DVM
After some time in small animal clinical practice, Dr. Larson joined the laboratory of Dr.
Ronald Schultz at UW-Madison School of Veterinary Medicine where she learned about
canine and feline vaccinology over the following 26 years. After Dr. Schultz' retirement
in 2016, she carried on his work and became the director of the Companion Animal
Vaccines and lmmuno Diagnostics Service Laboratory (CAVIDS Lab). CAVIDS laboratory
serves industry, veterinarians, breeders, and shelters across North America by providing
vaccine titer testing, and nomograph calculations. Dr. Larson has served on several
vaccine advisory boards, including the American Animal Hospital Association canine
vaccine taskforce.

Caleb O. Lemley, PhD
Dr. Caleb Lemley is an Associate Professor in the Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences,
Mississippi State University. He received a B.S. in Biochemistry in 2005 from West Virginia
University. He received a M.S. in 2007 and a Ph.D. in 2010 in Reproductive Physiology from West
Virginia University. Dr. Lemley was awarded a USDA Postdoctoral Fellowship at North Dakota
State University from 2010 to 2012 in the area of fetal programming. Since joining the faculty at
MSU in 2012, Dr. Lemley has secured approximately 4.9 million dollars in research funding. He
has published 52 peer-reviewed journal articles, 3 book chapters, and 110 conference abstracts.
Recently he received the Excellence in Research faculty award from the Mississippi Agricultural
and Forestry Experiment Station. His research at MSU focuses on reproductive endocrinology
with an emphasis on hormone bioavailability and function during conceptus development.

Pat McCue, DVM, PhD, DACT
Dr. Patrick McCue graduated from veterinary school at the University of California, Davis, in
1986. He subsequently completed an internship in Large Animal Medicine and Surgery at the
University of Pennsylvania and a residency in Equine Reproduction at the University of
California, Davis. He became a Diplomate of the American College of Theriogenologists in 1991
and received a PhD in Comparative Pathology from UC-Davis in 1992. Dr. McCue joined the
faculty at Colorado State University in 1994. He is the author or co-author of 9 books and over
300 refereed publications, textbook chapters, scientific proceedings chapters and abstracts. Dr.
McCue has received the Norden Distinguished Teacher Award and the American Association of
Equine Practitioners Teaching Award from veterinary students at Colorado State University and
the 2017 Theriogenologist of the Year award from the American College of Theriogenologists.

Joann Randall, DVM, DACT
Dr. Jo Randall has been a diplomate of the American College of Theriogenologists since 2009.
She enjoys working with canine breeders and is passionate about sharing information through
writing, lecturing, and teaching.
Dr. Randall is in private practice in Woodstock, Illinois and has a mission to educate breeders
about the importance of progesterone timing and using excellent quality semen to maximize
the success of their breeding programs. She loves working with veterinary students and is
involved with them spending blocks of time at the clinic to gain hands-on experience in canine
reproduction.
Dr. Jo is a past Board of Director for the SFT and is currently serving on the ACT exam committee
and Therio Foundation.

Ahmed Tibary, DMV, MS, DSc, PhD, DACT
Dr. Ahmed Tibary is Professor of Theriogenology at the College of Veterinary Medicine,
Washington State University, Pullman, WA, USA. Dr. Tibary graduated in 1980 with a Doctorate
in Veterinary Medicine from the Institut Agronomique et Vétérinaire Hassan II (IAV-Hasson II),
Morocco. He earned an MS (1984), Doctorat es Science (1988) from IAV Hassan II and a PhD
(1989) in Theriogenology from the University of Minnesota. He was certified as a Diplomate of
the American College of Theriogenologists in 1991.
Dr. Tibary started his career in Morocco doing clinical practice research on equine and ruminant
Theriogenology. He worked as a Clinical Assistant Professor of Equine Theriogenology at the
University of Minnesota from 1990-1992. He then accepted a position as the Scientific Director
of the Veterinary Research Center in Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates where he helped
develop a referral center for infertility and artificial breeding in Arabian horses and camels. In
1998, he joined the College of Veterinary Medicine at Washington State where he is now a
professor of the Comparative Theriogenology service providing clinical service and conducting
research in equine, ruminant and camelid reproductive medicine and surgery.
Dr. Tibary devoted most of his career to teaching and conducting applied research on equine, ruminants and camelid
theriogenology. He served as veterinary consultant to the Royal stables and the National Stud Farms in Morocco and the Amiri
stable in Abu Dhabi (UAE). He received several awards recognizing his excellence in teaching and clinical practice including the
Norden Distinguished Teacher Award (2001 and 2005), the faculty member award by the Washington State Veterinary Medical
Association (2003), the WSU Veterinary Continuing Education Award (2002) and the Veterinary Achievement Award by the Alpaca
Research Foundation (2007). He was named the 2011 “Theriogenologist of the Year” by the American College of Theriogenologists.
Dr. Tibary provided large animal reproductive medicine and surgery continuing education programs for veterinarians around the
world. He is the author of several scientific publications, 6 books and over 130 book chapters on camelid, equine and ruminant
reproduction. Dr. Tibary served in several capacities in the ACT and SFT leadership.

Ashlee Watts, DVM, PhD, DACVS
Dr. Ashlee Watts is an Associate Professor of Equine Orthopedic Surgery and the Linda & Dennis
H. Clark ’68 Chair of Equine Clinical Studies in the Department of Large Animal Clinical Sciences
at Texas A&M University. She began this position in 2012 after completing veterinary school at
Colorado State University and a surgical residency and PhD at Cornell University. Dr. Watts is a
lifelong horse owner, breeder, rider and competitor and she is an active volunteer locally and
nationally with AQHA and USDF. Horses are her hobby, her job and her family. Her goal as an
equine orthopedic surgeon is to advance equine musculoskeletal medicine through
development of new techniques and refinement of old ones, identification of injury prevention
strategies and to take care of each individual horse presented to Texas A&M with the best
possible veterinary diagnostics and care. Her goals for the laboratory group are for the study of
musculoskeletal injury and regenerative medicine therapeutics in the horse and training of
future clinician scientists. Dr. Watts hopes for a lifelong career as a horseperson, clinician,
scientist and teacher, with the main impact of the improved lives of horses.

Jason Coe, DVM
Dr. Jason Coe is a 2001 Graduate of Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine. After
graduation, he returned to his home town to practice at Animal Hospital PC in Oneonta, where
he concentrates on large animal medicine and small ruminant reproduction. In 2017, Dr. Coe
was awarded the El Toro award for excellence and promotion of large animal medicine from
Auburn University. He also owns Advanced Deer Genetics, a company that strictly focuses on
reproduction in cervid species and has had the opportunity to work worldwide in this field.

Margo Macpherson, DVM, MS, PhD, DACT
Dr. Margo Macpherson received her DVM degree in 1990 from Michigan State University. She
completed a residency and Master’s degree in Equine Theriogenology at Texas A&M University
and became a Diplomate in the American College of Theriogenologists in 1994. After her
residency, Dr. Macpherson practiced at the University of Pennsylvania and central Kentucky. Dr.
Macpherson is presently a Professor in the section of Reproduction at the University of Florida.
She is interested in all aspects of equine reproduction, but has a special interest in problems
affecting late pregnancy in the mare, most notably placentitis. Dr. Macpherson is also
passionate about organized veterinary medicine and has served as President of the American
College of Theriogenologists (2005), President of the American Association of Equine
Practitioners (2018) and is currently serving as Alternate Delegate in the American Veterinary
Medical Association on behalf of the AAEP.

Cynthia O’Connor, DVM, DACT
Dr. O’Connor grew up on the South Shore in Massachusetts, working throughout high school as
a veterinary assistant and emergency room attendant. She obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in
Animal science at the University of New Hampshire while working on research evaluating the
immune system's role in bovine corpus luteum regression. She then attended veterinary school
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Following veterinary school, she completed an
internship in small animal medicine and surgery at the Animal Medical Center in NY and then
joined a private practice in MA. After working as an emergency clinician and general
practitioner for several years, she elected to pursue specialty training in the area of veterinary
medical genetics, pediatrics, and small animal reproduction at the University of Pennsylvania’s
School of Veterinary Medicine. During her residency, she worked with several researchers and
nationally funded research projects designed to further investigate the cause as well as therapeutic interventions for genetic
diseases in dogs, cats, and humans, including her own research into the genetic cause for syndromic microphthalmia in Portuguese
water dogs. Following her residency, she became a board certified specialist in veterinary reproduction as a member of the
American College of Theriogenologists. She is the owner of East Bridgewater Veterinary Hospital where her professional interests
include preventative wellness care, general medicine and surgery, ultrasonography, assisted reproductive therapies, pediatrics, and
genetic counseling. In addition to her professional interests, Dr. O’Connor has been breeding and exhibiting Portuguese water dogs
for over 25 years and is an active member of the Portuguese Water Dog Club of America. She also serves on the Board of Directors
of the Portuguese Water Dog Foundation.

Karine Reynaud, PhD
Karine Reynaud is a full time researcher on reproductive biology. After a Master degree on
ovarian function in the sheep and a PhD on oocyte and follicle function in the mouse (National
Institute for Agronomic Research, Tours, France), she spent a 2-years post-doc in a human
hospital in Brussels (Belgium) to study in vitro folliculogenesis and oocyte maturation in mouse
and human. In 2001, she obtained a permanent researcher position to work on dog
reproduction in the National Veterinary School of Alfort (Paris, France). Thanks to a close
collaboration with the vet clinicians in the team of Alain Fontbonne, Karine Reynaud published
papers on in vivo folliculogenesis, ovulation and post-ovulatory oocyte maturation in Beagle
dogs. She also developed an active adoption program to propose lab beagle females to loving
families.

Tom Stout, VetMB, PhD, DECAR, KNMvD
Tom qualified from Cambridge University's School of Veterinary Medicine in 1993. He
performed his PhD, also at Cambridge, on 'Maternal Recognition of Pregnancy in the Mare'
under the supervision of Professor W.R. 'Twink' Allen at the Equine Fertility Unit in Newmarket
funded by the Horserace Betting Levy Board. After a short period as Lecturer in Animal
Reproduction at Cambridge Tom moved to Utrecht University to become a lecturer in equine
reproduction. In 2007, he was appointed to the Chair of Equine Medicine and Reproduction at
the Department of Equine Sciences and also to an extraordinary Chair in Reproduction at the
University of Pretoria, Department of Production Animal Sciences. Tom is a Diplomat of the
European College of Animal Reproduction (ECAR) and a Royal Dutch Veterinary Association
specialist (KNMvD) in Equine Reproduction. He runs a busy clinical discipline working on all
aspects of equine reproduction, with increasing emphasis on assisted reproduction and
diagnosis and treatment of infertility. Tom's research interests are focused on fertilisation, early
embryonic development and early pregnancy loss in mares and in the relationships between
semen quality and fertility in stallions. He is also involved in studies into semen quality and early
embryonic development in farm animal and wildlife species and contraceptive techniques for
the management of wild animal populations.

Jonathan Tilly, PhD
For over two decades, Dr. Tilly’s laboratory has sought to promote a deeper understanding of
the genetic and epigenetic drivers of cell lineage specification, differentiation and death, and to
then utilize the information gained from these studies for development of innovative new
technologies to improve human health within and across generations. Currently, he has major
research efforts directed at defining the role of biomechanics in germline stem cell
differentiation, uncovering the developmental switches that govern oocyte formation in fetal
versus postnatal life, mapping the mechanisms underlying mitochondrial dynamics during
preimplantation embryogenesis and transgenerational mitochondrial inheritance, testing the
feasibility of stem cell-based tissue engineering to construct ‘artificial’ organs for regenerative
medicine in aging and disease, and mapping the molecular evolution of cell fate trajectory. His
research has been continuously funded by the National Institutes of Health since 1994, with
much of his work published extensively in top-tier journals including Nature, Cell, Nature
Genetics, Nature Medicine, and Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences USA. He is the
inventor on 10 issued patents, and has more than 20 other patent applications currently under
examination. In 2011, he co-founded OvaScience, Inc., a Massachusetts-based biotech company
that focuses on the discovery, development, and commercialization of new treatments for infertility. In 2013, he was named one of
the top 12 innovators in science and biotechnology in Massachusetts by the Boston Globe, as well as Champion in Healthcare by
the Boston Business Journal. Notably, his research efforts produced a new technology that led to the first baby born with an assist
from stem cells—an achievement featured in the May 2015 issue of Time magazine.

