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National Library Legislative Day (NLLD) 2017
On May 1 and 2, 2017 sixteen
enthusiastic and knowledgeable Tennessee library advocates traveled to
Washington DC. The event was the
43rd National Library legislative Day
funded and organized by the American Library Association. Our job as
advocates was to help our elected officials see the implications to libraries
relative to specific federal issues.
Co-coordinators Vivian Wynn
and Susan Earl worked many months
to get our Tennessee advocates registered, informed and scheduled to see
all of our TN Senators and congressional Representatives.
The first day of the event was
an issues briefing in preparation for
our meetings the next day. Issues
we addressed included LSTA, IAL,
MLSA (Museum and Library Act)
reauthorization, privacy, E-Rate,
ESSA, Broadband, Marrakesh Treaty,
copyright and government printing.
Briefing sheets were provided on all
of the specific issues for the advocates to deliver to the elected officials,
which you can find in more detail
by viewing the NLLD day website
at http://www.ala.org/advocacy/
advleg/nlld In addition, Tennessee statistics on LSTA funding and
E-Rate impact was provided by State
Librarian Chick Sherrill.
Tuesday started with breakfast
with Senators Alexander and Corker
who met with our group for a short
meeting. Later when the Senators
spoke to the entire crowd of TN

constituents present, they talked
about the value of libraries. We later
met with staff members from the
offices of both senators. Our group
had great success in meetings with all
representatives or their staff members with the exception of District 9
Congressman Cohen where we were
unable to get an appointment. We
did deliver a packet of information to
that office.
We thank our group for their
willingness to make the long trip, for
studying the issues and for the time
and energy it takes. Our thanks also
go to the Ingram Content Group for
their generous donation to help with
NLLD activities. Members of the
TLA should be proud to note that we

are one of only a handful of library
associations, and perhaps the first
State Association, to sponsor NLLD
with a significant donation. It is gratifying to see our name on the list of
sponsors.
Our group of 16 included the
following people: Bill Beaty, Diane
Chen, Susan Earl, Cathy Farley, Don
Farmer, Richard Groves, Michael
Hale, Corrine Hill, Chris Marszalek,
Kent Oliver, Polly Peterson, Chuck
Sherrill, Pamela Smith, William Sundquist, Denise Tabscott, and Vivian
Wynn (missing from the photo are
William Sundquist and Corrine Hill).
—Vivian Wynn and Susan Earl
TN Co-coordinators for NLLD

President’s Corner
Sweet summer salutations from
Franklin, TN! I’m Jeffie Nicholson
with the Williamson County Public
Library and the new 2017-2018 TLA
President-Elect. I appreciate your taking time during summer to participate
in our association.
Our Board’s first meeting was in
June. Past President Richard Groves
brought in Nashville Public Library
Director, Kent Oliver, to speak
visioning as we enter the last year of
our five year strategic plan, http://
www.tnla.org/?422. We also worked
on finalizing three years of work on
a Board restructure proposal by a
special task force. It will be sent to
our members soon for a vote and you
can learn more about it in this issue.

Please be looking for an email from
our CEO, Annelle Huggins. Our
Executive Board deeply appreciates
the work and time the Restructuring
Task Force put into its development.
I asked our Board and I’m asking you to go “All In” for Tennessee
Libraries this year. As you can see
there are changes to come within
our Association and from the outside
too. We have already responded to
advocacy requests regarding support
for the IMLS/LSTA/IAL funding in
the federal budget plus net neutrality.
Thank you to everyone who is engaging and speaking out for Tennessee
libraries. There will be more calls to
action in the upcoming year regarding issues impacting our libraries and

The TLA board held their first meeting in June.

the communities we serve.
One of the changes on the
‘inside’ is the resignation of our longtime Webmaster, Jeannine Akers. She
has maintained our website for years
and moved us to a new website. Her
role has included training new and
old Board members on how to use the
website to access resources, and managing the TLA Job Board. We are
very grateful to her for all time she
has invested in our association. Jodie
Gambill has been serving Assistant
Webmaster and is now our Webmaster with Courtney Fuson graciously
becoming our new Assistant Webmaster. I have enjoyed working with them
both in TLA and look forward to
doing so in the upcoming year.
This is our time to be passionate
about how libraries serve Tennesseans. We know the impact of libraries
and how they invigorate our entire
community and state. Our future
rests not just on our commitment to
our profession but also our ability to
communicate it to all, from the Board
to members to other library staff,
organizations, officials, and our communities.
I’m all in for a great year to keep
our Association moving forward to
meet our mission and vision. Please
join me.
—Jeffie Nicholson
TLA President
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Be on the lookout…
Susan Jennings, 2015-16 TLA President, appointed an ad-hoc committee on restructuring TLA, and Past
President Richard Groves continued
the committee appointment the following year. The committee’s plan
has been reviewed by the TLA Board
of Directors at its last four meetings
and at the TLA Board Retreat on
June 9, 2017. The TLA Executive
Director, Annelle Huggins, is now

http://www.facebook.com/
TennesseeLibraryAssociation

drafting revised Bylaws based on the
proposed plan to be reviewed at the
Board of Directors’ December meeting. The tentative timeline includes
a TLA membership vote on the final
bylaws in the first half of 2018 with
the restructure taking place on July 1,
2018. Please watch for information
on the TLA website and listserv as the
proposal moves forward.

@tnla

http://pinterest.com/
tnlibraryassoc/

Eclipse!
8.21.17
See what libraries are hosting
eclipse events this August!
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/
libraries

http://www.flickr.com/
groups/tnla

