
Important Things YOU 
NEED TO KNOW About 
America’s Trauma Centers9 

Trauma centers across the United States play a vital role in providing 
specialized care for individuals facing life-threatening injuries. 

Here’s what you need to know:

1
Trauma is the Leading Cause 
of Death for People Under 46

FACT: For individuals under 46 

years old, trauma is the leading 

cause of death, emphasizing the 

importance of timely access 

to trauma care.
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Millions of Americans Receive 
Trauma Care Annually

FACT: Approximately 37 million 

people are treated annually for 

traumatic injuries in the U.S.
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4
Not All Hospitals Are 
Designated Trauma Centers

FACT: While most hospitals 

have emergency rooms, they 

are not all equipped to handle 

severe trauma. Trauma centers are 

specialized facilities within many 

hospitals that have the expertise 

and resources to manage life-

threatening injuries.
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3
The Primary Function of 
Trauma Centers

FACT: Trauma centers provide 

immediate care for patients with 

severe, life-threatening injuries, 

with a focus on quick intervention 

and comprehensive treatment.

TAKE AWAY:
Trauma centers are essential for saving 

lives and managing critical injuries. 

Their specialized teams and advanced 

technologies make all the difference 

in urgent situations, ensuring the best 

possible outcomes for patients facing 

severe trauma.

5
Emergency Rooms vs.
Trauma Centers

FACT: Emergency rooms handle a 
wide variety of medical emergencies, 
whereas trauma centers specialize 
in providing care for the most severe 
injuries, including those requiring 
surgery and critical care. Trauma 
centers are equipped to treat victims 
of high-impact events such as 
car crashes, gun violence, and 
natural disasters.
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Specialized Response Teams

FACT: Trauma centers have dedicated 
teams of surgeons, emergency 
medical personnel, anesthesiologists, 
critical care nurses, and other 
specialists, all trained to provide 
coordinated, comprehensive care. 
Trauma centers provide a heightened 
level of care beyond a typical 
emergency room. With the need to 
be ready to respond at a moment’s 
notice, trauma centers incur significant 
overhead costs to ensure that 
lifesaving care is available to patients 
when every precious minute counts.
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7
Timely Access to Trauma Care 
Saves Lives

FACT: When trauma victims receive 
prompt treatment at a trauma center, 
their chances of survival increase 
significantly. 

9
Collaboration Is Key

Trauma centers work closely with 
first responders, other hospitals, 
and healthcare providers to ensure 
patients receive the right care at 
the right time, from the moment 
of injury through recovery.

8
Trauma Centers Aren’t Just 
for Urban Areas

FACT: While larger cities may have 
multiple trauma centers, rural areas 
also have trauma facilities. Smaller 
centers often stabilize patients 
before transferring them to higher-
level facilities if needed.

For more information, visit traumacenters.org.




