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I'm very excited about
the growth of our Texas
Rural Water Foundation
programs. With Lisa
Adams joining the
team in 2017 and the
sturdy framework of our
strategic plan, we are
making strides towards
our goals of workforce
development and growing
our scholarship programs
to support the rural water
industry. I am grateful
that you have chosen to
partner with us, whether
through a donation,
participation in our
programs or even your
referral of our programs
to others.
The Texas Rural Water
Foundation is committed
to the notion that rural
water professionals hold
an important and vital
role in our communities
that should be valued and
respected. The future
success of our industry
is dependent on the
recruiting of new workers
to help bolster our aging
workforce. To that end,
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workforce development
programs continue to
be a main priority of
the Foundation. We
continue to expand
our Rural Water
Workforce Initiative
to tap into new
audiences, positively
promote positions in
our industry, help jobseekers get the skills they
need, and place workers
at utilities in need of
qualified workers. We
are also looking at ways
to expand the reach and
impact of our scholarship
programs so we may
serve more students and
utility personnel.
Our workforce programs,
scholarships, and
other initiatives are all
possible because of
the contributions of our
donors and partners.
Charitable giving is

"Our workforce programs,
scholarships, and other initiatives
are all possible because of the
contributions of our donors
and partners."

vital to the Foundation’s
success—an annual
gift, recurring monthly
donation, participation
in fundraising events,
an endowment for
scholarships—all of these
are of great importance
to continuing the
Foundation’s mission to
strengthen and advance
the water and wastewater
industry.
Thank you for your
support over the past
year, and thank you for
continuing to make rural
water a priority.
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2017 was an exciting time for our Texas Rural
Water Foundation. As we continue our reach
to attract and secure future leaders, we have
developed specific programs, increased
scholarships and streamlined the application
process to ensure everyone who wants to
make a career in our exciting industry has the
opportunity for financial aid.
Thanks to our Foundation Development
Director, Lisa Adams, and the Texas Rural
Water Association staff members, new
creative and innovative fundraising programs
are being established. All state and federal
grants that would benefit our Foundation
are sought after. Still, your donations and
support are vital for all the services we strive
to provide to help usher in the future leaders
of our industry.

2017 Financial Report
2017 was fraught with enormous challenges and hardship for some people living in
Texas due to Hurricane Harvey. Yet, in the midst of darkness, Texas came together
as “Texas Strong” and persevered.
The Foundation operations were supported by TRWA’s contributions of staff,
overhead and fundraising totaling $14,058. A grant from the Texas Veterans
Commission (TVC) was carried over from the previous year in the amount of
$21,251. The total revenue for the TRWF 2017 financial report is $35,309.

"We appreciate your
continued support and all
that you do to make
Texas Rural Water
alittle more special"

Lisa Adams
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More than a year has already passed
since I began my tenure as Foundation
Development Director at the Texas
Rural Water Foundation. My days have
been filled with learning my new role,
understanding all the organization’s
moving parts and interfacing with TRWA
members, our Board of Directors and our
incredible TRWA staff.
There are many of you who I still don’t
know but would love to meet. Hopefully
our paths will cross, and I can share
more about the Foundation. Until then,
if you ever want to know more about
the Foundation’s programs, what we do,
how you can be involved, or just want to
reach out, feel free to do so by emailing
me at lisa.adams@trwa.org or call me at
512.472-8591. You can also stay in touch
and in the loop by subscribing to TRWA's
Facebook and Twitter pages.
As a next step in our development goals,
we are excited about introducing a new
fundraiser, Operation: Hats Off for
Veterans. Funds from this benefit will be
used for TRWF programs including the
Veteran Employment Program (VEP) and
the Student and Professional Scholarships.
Our Salvage Your Scrap Fundraiser
challenge encourags our members to
recyc e their waste and engage their
community while also providing financial
support to the Foundation.
The Foundation continues to support
our veterans through the VEP, including

assisting them with training and
employment opportunities. In 2017,
over 30 veterans have called our office
inquiring about the VEP, 15 veterans
have been hired and enrolled, and six
utilities have signed up for the “Onthe-Job Training” program through the
Texas Veterans Commission.
TRWF is pleased to announce that
$14,058 was donated in 2017 from
generous donors like yourself. We
are truly grateful for your generosity.
We aim to continue educating the
public on the importance of water
and wastewater. We appreciate your
continued support and all that you do
to make Texas Rural Water a little more
special.

Looking Ahead
HIGHLIGHTS AND GOALS
The goals of the Foundation’s programs are strategically
aligned to meet our overall mission, which is to
strengthen and advance the water and wastewater
industry and to support and expand on the work of the
Texas Rural Water Association. Looking forward, our
focus will be to continue to help connect more men and
women with the rural water and wastewater industry
through our various programs.
• Through our Rural Water Workforce Initiative and
the Veteran Employment Program (VEP), we aim
to help fill the labor gap by connecting individuals
with open positions in our industry, which still
faces the challenges of an aging and retiring
workforce over the next 10 years.
• We will continue to support students and
utility professionals through the Foundation’s
Scholarship Programs. TRWF is proud to help
these individuals achieve their educational or
professional milestones in support of rural Texas.
We are working hard to increase our Scholarship
Funds so we can continue to award those who are
interested in the water and wastewater industry.
• We strive to make Salvage Your Scrap, a yearround fundraising campaign, bigger and more
visible in our communities. TRWF will work
closer with utility members to encourage them
to network and partner with their own local
community leaders.
• Operation: Hats Off for Veterans is a new
fundraiser in support of the Foundation. The
event, held in the spring in Kyle, Texas, is a great
way to raise money for the Foundation’s programs
while enjoying camaraderie within the rural water
community.
• TRWF will continue to work hard to meet our
strategic goals and garner support to make these
programs self-sufficient and sustainable. The
Foundation could not make this impact without
you, our donors and partners, by our side. We
are thankful for your belief and support in our
work, so we can continue helping our rural water
community.
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