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Symposium – An Enjoyable
Experience for Attendees

The Memoirs of Jesse
James

I remember all those thousands of hours that I spent
in grade school watching the
clock, waiting for recess or
lunch or to go home.
Waiting: for anything but
school.
My teachers could easily
have ridden with Jesse James
for all the time they stole
from me.*

SkillsUSA – Latest Activities
& Opportunities
TSPS Sustaining Members
TSPS New Members – Nov. '10

Symposium's brand of TSPS courses utilizes Adult Learning
Concepts to make the goal of educating land surveyors a reality.

Why should education be
painful? Most people enjoy
learning. Maybe, the pain comes from sitting for
hours on end, listening to a talking head. The
body screams for activity. Then, in the end, you
go home and wonder what did you learn and how
does it apply?

About 10 years ago, the TSPS Education Committee decided to try and develop educational
courses based on Adult Learning Principles. How
do adults learn? What is involved in providing
meaningful education? The Education Committee

Educate
Learn
Succeed
mposium

TSPS 2011 Sy

San Marcos, Texas
February 4-5, 2011

sought answers for these questions. Then, they
developed a method to apply the found answers
and create a new style of educational experience.
Symposium is the unveiling of the “TSPS Brand
of Educational Courses”. If you have a chance,
come and see for yourself Feb. 4-5 in San Marcos that education can actually be an enjoyable
experience.
*Richard Brautigan, Rommel Drives On Deep
Into Egypt, (Dell Publishing Co., Inc., 1970).

Sign Up Now for 2011
TSPS Symposium!!
Remember ... Earlybird Registration ends midnight on Monday, Jan. 17. Late fees applies Tuesday, Jan. 18. Check out the registration form on
page 9 for class selection, or visit www.tsps.org
to register online or view a complete Symposium
brochure with course descriptions.
ALSO ... deadline for the TSPS discount rate
($129 single/double suites with comp breakfast
& Manager's Reception) at host hotel Embassy
Suites in San Marcos is Jan. 12. Call 512-3926450 for reservations.

Land Grant Files Now on Texas
GLO Website
TBPLS Committee Assignments
Texas Employers Can Report
Workers' Comp Status Online
Damage Prevention Summit
New 2011 Minimum Standards
Are First Major Rewrite since '62
Coming Events
Symposium – Info & Registration
Coming Events
Classified Ads
In Memoriam
News Around Texas
Heart of Texas Seminar

GROW I NG
OPPORTUNITIES.

Established in 1994, SAM, Inc. is a surveyor owned and
operated ﬁrm dedicated to delivering top-quality products
and complete customer service.
From oil and gas, rail, electric utilities and transportation
infrastructure, our dedicated teams of professionals deliver
integrated Land Surveying, Mobile LiDAR, Aerial Mapping,
GIS, and Subsurface Utility Engineering (SUE) services to a
diversiﬁed client base across the US and Canada.
With close to 300 employees, including 42 registered
surveyors, 56 fully-equipped ﬁeld crews, and more than 60
survey technicians, SAM, Inc. is a dynamic and growing ﬁrm.

COME GROW WITH US

We are actively searching for the best:
– Senior Project Managers
– Project Managers
– Project Surveyors
– Surveyors In Training (SIT)
Join our growing team! For more information about SAM, Inc.
and available positions, see our ad in the classiﬁed section of
this publication, or visit our website: www.saminc.biz/TSPS.

Surveying And Mapping, Inc. 4801 Southwest Parkway ¼ Parkway Two Suite 100 ¼ Austin ¼ TX 78735 800.656.9525
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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SkillsUSA Activities & Opportunities

H

ere is a short update
on a recent activity
involving the staff
and students from
the Geospatial
Technology Department at Texas
State Technical College (Waco),
TSPS Public Relations Committee,
TSPS SkillsUSA subcommittee,
and TSPS Dallas Chapter 5:
Recently several TSPS members
devoted their time to assist with the
SkillsUSA District 6 Fall Leadership Conference. The annual event
brings high school students from
several school districts in the north
central Texas region together for
a day of celebration, learning, and
training.
The Dallas Chapter 5 Executive
Committee voted to be a sponsor
for the event. The $500.00 expense
by the Chapter is another sign of
Ron Parker (at instrument) with SkillsUSA students. (Photo by Robert Young)
the support given to the successful
Survey program that has emerged at Duncanville High School in suburban
Dallas. The sponsorship allowed Chapter 5 booth space, shared by the Geospatial Technology Department of the hosting facility, Texas State Technical
College, to further promote surveying to students as a viable career and/
or college study option, and expose faculty to the possibility of a survey
program at their respective school.
Members from Chapter 5 who made the 100+ mile trip to Waco included
Chapter President Jerry Lehew and Chapter Treasurer John Pierce. They
were joined by new state SkillsUSA subcommittee Chair Jamie Gillis,
SkillsUSA Contest Technical Chair Ron Parker (who also is an Instructor
at TSTC), and current TSPS Director and PR Committee member Robert
Young. What a show of support on a Friday having 5 RPLS’s attending
such an event! Utilizing resources from TSTC, and getting assistance from
current TSTC surveying students, the high school students got a taste of going to the field and learning instrument set up, note keeping, and the basics
of leveling and measuring angles.
A TSTC student, Michael Puckett, is a former SkillsUSA survey student
from the Birdville ISD, another sign that indeed some of these high school
students are finding their way to survey programs across the State. He assisted during both the morning and afternoon training sessions, and was an
example to the high school students of where they might be in a few years.
The day was divided into two sessions, morning and afternoon, with about
10 students attending each section. Ron Parker organized a morning training
session for students new to surveying. Ron explained how an automatic
level works, how to read a rod, how to take level notes, set the level up,
sight the rod, etc. The students were engaged and picked the basics up very
quickly, despite the fact that they were unfamiliar with the process. Jamie
Gillis assisted as a Crew Chief in the exercises, providing instruction as
well as encouragement.
The afternoon session saw some repeat students from the morning session,

Metes and Bounds/December 2010-January 2011

TSPS members can be proud of the fact
that the success of the SkillsUSA survey
activities can really be traced back to the
inaugural Educator’s Retreat that was organized and held at Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi in June of 2007.

and the instructors gave the second group an introduction to a total station,
how to read horizontal and vertical angles and distances, how to set up over
a point, the basics of how a total station works and how it is used by surveyors, etc. Instruction of the rodman’s duties was also demonstrated. Robert
Young, up from Corpus Christi via Huntsville, took some videos and photos
during this portion of the day, which hopefully will become available for all
to see, both here at TSPS as well as on the Skillstexas.org website.
District 6 will hold its District contest at TSTC on February 11 and 12,
and Chapter 5 members are already organizing to assist with judging and
running the contest under Ron Parker’s guidelines. And in late March, the
statewide survey contest will return to Corpus Christi for 2 days of survey
competition. The past few years have seen competing teams from San
Benito, Corpus Christi, Birdville, Mansfield, Duncanville, Midway, and
Dickerson.
In a recent development, paperwork has been submitted at the request of the
national SkillsUSA organization, to offer a demonstration survey contest
at their national convention next June in Kansas City. The event will ofSee SkillsUSA, Page 4
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SkillsUSA
Continued from page 3
fer others from across the country to familiarize
themselves with how the survey contest is run in
Texas, and how they can learn from our experience
to initiate similar contests in their respective states.
Strong interest has come from Illinois, Arkansas,
New Jersey, and Kansas. There is preliminary discussion that maybe a trip to Kansas City could be
the Grand Prize for this year’s Texas state winner!
Following the demo competition in June 2011, a
real national survey contest would be scheduled for
June of 2012.
TSPS members can be proud of the fact that the
success of the SkillsUSA survey activities can really
be traced back to the inaugural Educator’s Retreat
that was organized and held at Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi in June of 2007. While the SkillsUSA organization may not be in all school districts, there are
other equally viable avenues for members and/or
Chapters to become involved with youth who may
follow in our footsteps once exposed to the survey
profession. Look for your opportunity, and seize it.
Don’t hesitate to contact either the Public Relations Jamie Gillis (right) instructs a SkillsUSA student at the Fall Conference at TSTC in Waco.
Committee (Chris Freeman) or SkillsUSA subcommittee (Jamie Gillis) for answers to questions or resources to be shared.
(Submitted by TSPS Public Relations Committee Chairman Chris Freeman,
Involvement in such activities is a great public relations outreach that also
with contributions from Jamie Gillis, Ron Parker, John Pierce, and Robert
has the benefit of positively impacting the lives of young people in our
Young)
schools and communities.

Thanks TSPS

Sustaining Members
Aerial Data Service Inc
Aero-Metric, Inc.
Allen Precision Equipment
ANCO Insurance
Berntsen International, Inc.
Blueline Geo
Brown and Brown
Brown & Gay Engineers,
Inc. (Alan McLain)
Carlson Desktop Solutions
Courthouse Research Specialists
Duderstadt Stake Company
Easy Drive
EngineerSupply.com
G4 Spatial Technologies
G&R Surveying, LLC
Geomatic Resources, LLC
GeoShack
Grimes & Associates
Hugo Reed & Assoc
ICM Of San Antonio
Leica Geosystems Inc
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LIS Survey Technologies Corp
Lone Star Record & Abstract Services
MARKHURD
Midwest A&E Supply
Martin Instrument
Miller Surveying, Inc.
Pate Engineers Inc (Rocky Bradshaw)
Precise Land Records
Professional Plotter Technology Corp
Property Research & Document Svc
Recon Mapping, LLP
SAM, Inc. (Samir Hanna)
Silicon Benefits
SmartGeoMetrics
Stewart Geo Technologies
Survey 1 Inc
Surveying Equipment Specialists
Surv-Kap, LLC
Tractbuilder, LLC
Western Data Systems
Williams-Stackhouse Inc

TSPS New Members -

November, 2010

REGISTERED
David Barrera, RPLS #5286
Barrera Land Surveying
7715 Mainland Drive Suite 114
San Antonio, TX 78250
Michael Eberle, RPLS #4005
9300 CR 149
Brownwood, TX 76801
Howard Echo-Hawk, RPLS
#7085
350 North Guadalupe Street
San Marcos, TX 98666
Mark Ewald, RPLS #5095
Westar Alamo Land Surveyors,
LLC
7265 Fernview
San Antonio, TX 78250

REGISTERED
Xavier Sandoval, RPLS #5886
Capnor USA, Inc
226 Enterprise Parkway Suite
114
Corpus Christi, TX 78374
AFFILIATE
James Webb
Webb Surveying
PO Box 42
Lake Charles, La 70602
STUDENT
Tyler Olson
203 Phoenix Drive
Trophy Club, TX 76262
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Land Grant Files Now
On Texas GLO Website
From David Pyle, RPLS, LSLS Professional Services/Land Surveying Div. – Texas General Land Office

TEXAS
GENERAL
LAND
OFFICE
The Archives & Records Division
is in the process
of scanning all of
the Land Grant
files and placing

them on our website. Anyone can download (.pdfArchives
format) andand
viewRecords
the contents of these files. This
will be a great convenience and cost saver for surveyors
around
the
state as well as the general public.
Phone: (512) 463-5277

Fax: (512) 475-4619
E-mail: <archives@glo.texas.gov>

Below is a list of the Land Districts that have been completed thus far or are in the process.

LAND GRANT FILES ON THE GLO WEBSITE AS OF 1/05/2011
LAND DISTRICTS
STATUS
Austin
Bastrop
Bexar
Bowie
Brazos
Brazoria
Colorado
Fannin
Fayette
Fort Bend
Galveston
Goliad
Gonzales
Harris
Harrison
Houston
Jackson
Jasper
Jefferson
Lamer
Liberty
Matagorda
Milam
Montgomery
Nacogdoches
Panola
Paschal
Red River
Refugio
Robertson
Rusk
Sabine
San Augustine
San Patricio
Shelby
Travis
Victoria
Washington
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COMPLETE
COMPLETE
through BEX S 038420

Committee
Assignments for
TBPLS in 2011
The following are just released committee
assignments at the Texas Board of Professional Land Surveyors. Note ... several
vacancies still exist on a few committees.
For more information, visit the TBPLS website at http://www.txls.state.tx.us/.

TBPLS Committee Assignments
Executive Committee
Greg Smyth – Chair
Jon Hodde – Member
Bill O’Hara – Member

COMPLETE
COMPLETE
COMPLETE

Complaint Review Process Committee
Paul Kwan – Chair
Jon Hodde – Member
Jim Childress – Member

COMPLETE
COMPLETE
COMPLETE
COMPLETE
COMPLETE
COMPLETE

Continuing Education Committee
Paul Kwan – Chair
*

COMPLETE
COMPLETE

COMPLETE

Highway Issues Committee
Doug Turner – Chair
*
Legislative Committee
Bill O’Hara – Chair
*
LSLS Examination Committee
Greg Smyth – Chair
Nedra Foster – Member
Bill O’Hara – Member
RPLS Examination Committee
Jon Hodde – Chair
All Member

COMPLETE
COMPLETE

COMPLETE
COMPLETE
COMPLETE
SCANNING IN PROGRESS

Rules Committee
Doug Turner – Chair
Tony Trevino – Member
Oil Well Issues Committee
Jon Hodde – Chair
Art Osborn – Emeritus Member
Study Guide Committee
Inactive
*Vacancy

COMPLETE
COMPLETE
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Texas Employers Can Now Report Workers'
Compensation Status Online With TDI
(Probably 60% of surveyors in Texas do not carry Workers' Compensation
insurance coverage, and most are not aware that they are required to report
it to the state as well as reporting injuries. The following press release from
the Texas Department of Insurance was forwarded by Gina O'Hara of Anco
Insurance, a TSPS partner providing liability insurance for land surveyors.)
AUSTIN, TX - State law requires Texas employers who do not carry workers’ compensation insurance coverage to report their non-coverage status
and work-related injuries and illnesses to
the Texas Department of Insurance, Division of Workers’ Compensation (TDIDWC), the state agency responsible for
regulating workers’ compensation. Now
non-coverage status can be reported
online at https://txcomp.tdi.state.tx.us/
TXCOMPWeb/common/home.jsp
under “Employer Online Filings”.

the employer may be subject to penalties [Texas Labor Code §406.004(a)].
The DWC Form-205, Location of Employers’ Business(es), has also been
revised and is available for download from the TDI website at http://www.
tdi.state.tx.us/forms/form20.html. This form is filed as an attachment
to the DWC Form-005. Employers will be required to file the new DWC
Form-005 and DWC Form-205 with the TDI-DWC on and after February
1, 2011.
Texas employers with five or more
employees are also required to report
work-related injuries and illnesses to
the TDI-DWC. Employers must report
each work-related injury or illness by
the seventh day of the following month
using the DWC Form-007, Non-Covered Employer’s Report of Occupational Injury and Illness, for each:

Employers completing the DWC Form005, Employer Notice of No Coverage
or Termination of Coverage, online will
be required to supply the business name,
business type, Federal Employer Identification Number and details on business
locations or updated information on
business locations. Online and hard
copy versions of the DWC Form-005 recently were revised. Hard copies of the
revised form are available for download
from the TDI website at http://www.
tdi.state.tx.us/forms/form20.html.

* work-related injury resulting in the
employee’s absence from work for
more than one day;
* occupational disease of which the
employer has knowledge, and
* work-related fatality.
All employees are included under this
requirement except domestic workers;
casual workers engaged in employment
incidental to a personal residence;
certain farm and ranch workers; and
employees covered by a method of
compensation established under federal
law.

All employers in Texas that do not carry
workers’ compensation insurance are
required to notify the TDI-DWC by
filing the revised DWC Form-005, when
any of the following events occur:
* within 30 days after hiring an
employee;
* within 30 days after receipt of
a TDI request (within ten days for
employers principally located outside of
Texas); and
* within ten days of notifying their
workers’ compensation insurance carrier of their intent to cancel the policy,
unless the employer purchases a new policy or becomes a certified selfinsurer.
Employers must file the revised DWC Form-005 annually on the anniversary date of the original filing for as long as they remain in operation and do
not carry workers’ compensation insurance. An employer’s failure to comply with these notification requirements is an administrative violation and
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against the employer for damages.

Workers’ compensation insurance
coverage provides covered employees
with income and medical benefits if
they sustain a work-related injury or
illness. Texas private employers can
choose whether or not to provide workers’ compensation insurance coverage
for their employees. Except in cases of
gross negligence, workers’ compensation insurance limits an employer’s
liability if an employee brings suit

If you have questions about employer workers’ compensation reporting
requirements and filing the DWC Form-005, DWC Form-007 and DWC
Form-205, contact the TDI-DWC’s Insurance Coverage section at 1-800372-7713.
For more information contact: PIO@tdi.state.tx.us
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Damage Prevention Summit Jan. 31-Feb. 2
in San Marco; Precedes TSPS Symposium
This unique event brings stakeholders together from all across the state and from different industries to share information, perspectives and work together on all aspects of
damage prevention issues.
TSPS has worked closely with Texas811 in the past year and will have a presence at
this year's Damage Prevention Summit. The event is being held conveniently at the Embassy Suites Convention & Conference Center in San Marcos ... the very location of
our 2011 Symposium and 1st Quarterly Board Meeting Feb. 4-5.
Of particular interest to surveyors is the Utility Mapping & Marking for Project Design
Workshop Jan. 31 from 1-5 p.m. You can register at http://www.texas811.com.
Learn more about Summit sessions at http://www.tsps.org/news/item/download/215.

New 2011 Minimum
Standards Are First
Major Rewrite Since
Inital Adoption in 1962
The Board of Directors of the
National Society of Professional Surveyors approved
the new 2011 Minimum Standard Detail Requirements
for ALTA/ACSM Land Title
Surveys during its meeting in
Orlando on November 15th.
The new requirements were
previously approved by the Board of Governors of the American
Land Title Association at its October 13th meeting in San Diego.
The 2011 Minimum Standards represent the latest and 8th version
of the Standards which were last revised in 2005. It is also the first
major rewrite of the Standards since their initial adoption in 1962.
The new Standards will become effective on February 23, 2011,
at which time all previous versions will be superseded.
The ALTA/ACSM Standards are nationally recognized by title companies, surveyors, lenders and attorneys as the survey standard to rely
upon in conveyances of real property when extended title insurance
coverage is required by one or more of the parties.
The final, approved version of the 2011 Standards may be downloaded from the ACSM Web site at http://www.acsm.net under the
“Standards” section, or from the ALTA Web site at http://www.alta.
org forms under the "Recently Approved for Final Publication” section.
(Press release from American Congress on Surveying and Mapping)
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Coming Events
JANUARY
January			
31-Feb 2
				
				
				
				
				

Damage Prevention Summit
Embassy Suites 					
1001 E. McCarty Lane
San Marcos, TX 78666
512-392-6450
Visit http://www.tsps.org/news/item/download/215
for more details

FEBRUARY
February		
4-5
		
				
				
				
				
				
				
				

2011 TSPS Symposium
Embassy Suites 					
1001 E. McCarty Lane
San Marcos, TX 78666
512-392-6450
View the brochure, with course descriptions at 		
http://.tsps.org/component/k2/item/download/213,
and register online at
http://www.tsps.org/postnuke/Secured/event_sched.php

February		
5				
				
				
				
				
				
			

TSPS First Quarterly Board Meeting
In conjuction with TSPS Symposium
Embassy Suites in San Marcos
1001 E. McCarty Lane
San Marcos, TX 78666
512-392-6450
1-5 p.m.

October			
5-8
		
				
				
				

60th Annual TSPS Convention
& Technology Exposition
Embassy Suites Dallas-Frisco Hotel 			
7600 John Q. Hammons Drive
Frisco, TX 75034

OCTOBER
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Symposium Offers A Full
Slate of Opportunities!
Feb. 4-5, 2011 - San Marcos, Texas

The wildly popular TSPS Symposium comes earlier this year ... the first
week of February ... and will be held at the beautiful Embassy Suites San Marcos Hotel & Conference Center. Another new twist ... this year's Symposium,
hosted jointly by TSPS Alamo Chapter 11 and Capital Area Chapter 13, will be
held in conjunction with the 1st TSPS Quarterly Board Meeting at 1:00 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 5.
EDUCATION:
For Symposium attendees looking to get a jump on CEU requirements for 2011,
the class options are enormous:
• Four 8-hour/8 CEU sessions
• Three 4-hour/4 CEU sessions
• And, five courses from TSPS designed specifically for the paraprofessional
(0 CEUs)
RECREATION:
Alamo Chapter 11 has scheduled their 18th Annual Golf Tournament for
Thursday, Feb. 3, at the beautiful Bandit Golf Club in New Braunfels (www.
banditgolfclub.com). For start times, event details and sign-up information, go
to http://tsps.org/Chap11golf.pdf. ALL symposium attendees and golfers are
invited to attend the “Awards Social and Open House” Thursday evening at the
Embassy Suites, 6 pm.
NETWORKING:
Stop by the “Coffee Bar” provided by our 2011 Symposium sponsors for a brew
and rolls each morning before class. Visit with old friends and catch up. Want
more? Don’t miss the “Karaoke Kapers” Friday night, Feb. 4, by the pool.Our
host Chapters 11 and 13 promise to entertain us all in amazing fashion, “Musica-la-Surveyor”.
PARTICIPATION:
The TSPS First Quarterly Board Meeting is being held on Saturday, Feb. 5. If
you are not in a class that afternoon, it would be a good opportunity to see how
your Board works and meet those folks that make it work.

Remember...
• No lunches are provided
• Earlybird Registration ends midnight ... Monday, Jan. 17 –		
Late fee applies Tuesday, Jan. 18
• No telephone registrations

Weather & What to Wear

Temperatures can be chilly in San Marcos in February. The average high
temperature in the first week of February is 63 degrees, while the average low
temperature is 40 degrees. Be prepared ... and bring a jacket to class. Room
temperatures vary widely.

Schedule-At-A-Glance
Thursday, February 3
1:00 p.m. 			
6:00 p.m.				
				

Chapter 11 Golf Tournament
Awards Social & Open House at hotel
Everyone is invited!

7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.		
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.		
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.		
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.		
5:30 p.m. – ???			
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Registration
Educational Sessions
Lunch On Your Own 			
Educational Sessions
Karaoke Kapers! 				
Hosted by Chapters 11 & 13 at host 		
hotel Embassy Suites in San Marcos

Friday, February 4

Accomodations

Embassy Suites
San Marcos
Hotel & Conference
Center
1001 E McCarty Lane
San Marcos, Texas 78666
Call 512-392-6450
for reservations!

Room Rate – $129 single/double
(Includes comp hot breakfast & Manager’s Reception)
Deadline for discount rate is Jan. 12
Call the hotel at 512-392-6450 for reservations at the
discount rate of $129 (mention TSPS). Your reservation
includes a complimentary cooked-to-order breakfast served
each morning, and an evening Manager’s Reception.

S
P
O
N
S
O
R
S

TSPS is very grateful to Chapters 11 & 13 for
being our Host Sponsors for 2011. In addition,
a big “THANKS” goes out to the following
2011 Symposium Sponsors:

ANCO
GeoShack
Geodetix
Duderstadt Stake Company
G-4 Spatial Technolgies
Martin Instrument
Baker Surveying
Silicon Benefits
TSPS Dallas Chapter 5
TSPS North Central TX Chapter 2

Saturday, February 5

7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.		
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.		
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.		
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.		
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.		

Registration
Educational Sessions
Lunch on your own
Educational Sessions
TSPS 1st Quarterly Board Meeting

We’ll See You in San Marcos!
Metes and Bounds/December 2010-January 2011

Register online at www.tsps.org

TSPS 2011 Symposium

Educate
Learn
Succeed

or mail this form with payment or fax this form with
a credit card number to:
TSPS
2525 Wallingwood Dr Ste 300
Austin TX 78746
Fax: 512-327-7872

The Professional Development Event of the Year

osium

TSPS 2011 Symp

San Marcos, Texas
Feb. 4-5, 2011

San Marcos, Texas
February 4-5, 2011

Attendee Information			

		

One form per person. Please print or type.

(No Phone Reservations Accepted)

REGISTER EARLY – CLASSROOM SEATING IS LIMITED!

Name (first) ______________________ (Badge Name) ____________________
(print)

(last) __________________________________

Company __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
Phone _____________________

State ___

Zip __________________

Email required for confirmation_____________________________________________________

TSPS Member # ________ (required for member discount)

Registration Type

City ___________________

RPLS# _______

Registration Fees
Member
			

PE # _______

do not include hotel or meals

Non-Member

Licensed professionals may not register as a paraprofessional attendee.
(Circle the appropriate price)
by Jan. 17

Jan. 18 & after

RPLS

2 days

250

275

350

375

RPLS

1 day

190

215

245

270

by Jan. 17

Jan. 18 & after

Paraprofessional 2 days

(no CEUs/PDHs)

110

125

155

170

Paraprofessional 1 day

(no CEUs/PDHs)

50

65

90

100

Special
Assistance 
Required?

Cancellation Policy
Refunds minus $25
administrative fee will be
made if faxed or written
notice is received by midnight, Sunday, Jan. 30.

Events & Education Sessions (All class sizes are limited – REGISTER EARLY!)

Friday, February 4, 2011

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.


1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.		

5:30 p.m. – ?		
				
Saturday, February 5, 2011

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.		

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon

New! Every Day Use of State Plane Coordinates (8 hours/all day)		
New! The Art of Topographic Surveys (8 hours/all day)		
Professional Ethics		
Lunch On Your Own
SOLD OUT – Texas Tree ID – SOLD OUT		

8 CEUs/8 PDHs
8 CEUs/8 PDHs
4 CEUs/4 PDHs
4 CEUs/4 PDHs

Friday Night – “Karaoke Kapers!”

New! Abstracting and Research: Skills for the Hunt (8 hours/all day) 8 CEUs/8 PDHs
Implementing GIS in a Surveying Environment (8 hours/all day) 8 CEUs/8 PDHs
New! An Expedition Through the Act and Rules		 4 CEUs/4 PDHs
*CST Exam Prep 		 0 CEUs (PP)
*Survey Math 101 		 0 CEUs (PP)
Lunch On Your Own

1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.		
*Basic Survey Instruments 		 0 CEUs (PP)

1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.		
*Survey Math 201 		 0 CEUs (PP)

1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
New! *Survey Math 301		 0 CEUs (PP)
					
*Paraprofessional Course – See course description for prerequisite and requirements.

Payment:

 Check # __________

made payable to TSPS			

Credit Card Acct # _____________________________________________ Exp Date ________   VISA  MC  AMX
Name of Cardholder ______________________________________ TOTAL _______________
Metes and Bounds/December 2010-January 2011 (print)
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Classified Ads
RPLS, SURVEYING TECHNICIANS, PARTY CHIEFS, AND INSTRUMENT OPERATORS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY
A North Texas firm located in the Dallas-Fort Worth area is looking for
strong candidates for positions for the following types of projects: Oil &
gas unit surveys and well permit plats, Pipeline surveys, topographic design
surveys, Boundary surveys including TSPS Category 1A and ALTA/ACSM
Surveys. We are actively searching to fill the following positions:

tion, horizontal and vertical control networks, engineering design surveys,
topographic surveys and construction staking. Please email resumes
to aa@pettigrew.us.

Registered Professional Land Surveyor (Project Manager)--Texas
registration required, Louisiana registration a plus. Must have oil & gas and
pipeline experience. Projects are state-wide and some travel is required.
RPLS must have at least 5 years of oil & gas experience to be considered
for this position.

Registered Professional Land Surveyors.
Field Technicians with GPS experience.

The more successful candidate will have experience with Autodesk Map 3d,
Carlson Design (SurvCADD), Leica Geo Office, Corpscon, ESRI ArcGIS
9.3 and above, and Microsoft Office products including but not limited to
Word and Excel.
Duties will include managing and directing Field Crews, and Surveying
Technicians in the collection and calculation of data. RPLS will analyze
data and make boundary determinations. In addition, RPLS will direct Field
Crews and Surveying Technicians in the production of final plats descriptions, and alignment sheets. All final work will be subject to principal
review.
Surveying Technician—must possess the following abilities: to understand
and process surveying field data, to assist Registered Professional Surveyor
with land boundary analysis, to prepare a plat and field note descriptions,
easement exhibits, pipeline alignment sheets, well permit plats, lease
surveys, etc. SIT registration is a plus. The more successful candidate will
have experience with Autodesk Map 3d, Carlson Design (SurvCADD),
Leica Geo Office, Corpscon, ESRI ArcGIS 9.3 and above, and Microsoft Office products including but not limited to Word and Excel or their
equivalents. Bachelor’s Degree of Associate’s Degree or in surveying or an
associated field is preferred.
Party Chief—must possess the following abilities: to manage a field crew,
read and interpret working sketches, to collect data in an organized, neat
and professional manner. Must be able to operate Leica GPS Receivers
using on-board programs, Total Stations and data collectors with SurvCE
software. Will be expected to upload and download surveying data. Must
have good oral and written communication skills and must be able to communicate well with other team members. Must have at least 5 years experience as a party chief. SIT registration is a plus. Must have a high school
diploma or equivalent.
Instrument Operator—must have ability to run Leica GPS receivers using
on-board programs, total stations, data collectors with Carlson SurvCE.
Must be able to work well in a team environment. The successful candidate
will have at least 3 years experience. Must have a high school diploma or
equivalent.
Please send resume to: surveyingcareers@yahoo.com.
SURVEY CREW CHIEFS AND SURVEY TECHNICIANS
Growing competitive firm has IMMEDIATE openings for Survey Crew
Chiefs and Survey Technicians- Construction Survey and Trimble GPS experience required. Survey work includes ALTA and other boundary surveys,
cross country route surveys including right of way and easement delinea-
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SURVEYING POSITIONS AVAILABLE - BRENHAM TEXAS
Lampe Surveying, Inc, headquartered in Brenham for over 37 years is seeking motivated professionals for the following positions:

Knowledge of office and field procedures, computer operations and applications required. Oil and Gas experience a plus. GIS and SIT applicants
are also invited to inquire. Excellent opportunity for the right candidate(s).
Competitive pay, health insurance, paid vacation/holidays. Inquires kept
confidential.
Submit resumes to: lampesurveying@sbcglobal.net or fax to
979-836-1177.
MARKETING PERSON FOR SURVEYING COMPANY
IN SAN ANTONIO
Marketing Person for Surveying Company in San Antonio, Texas.
Prefer surveying or engineering background.
Duties include but are not limited too.
1 Composing and doing targeted email or snail-mail mail-outs.
2. Getting on contractor list of various organizations.
3. Answering requests for Statements of Interest.
4. Preparing Company and Individual Resumes.
5. Searching out, finding, and making use of new avenues to diversification.
6. Attending public meetings where new work is being discussed both day
and night.
Email resumes to lsinclair@sinclairandassociates.net.
LAND SURVEYING BUSINESS FOR SALE
Small Central Texas Surveying Firm based in Milam County, Texas, with
35 years of records. Everything goes: truck, building, all equipment, (gpstotal stations), office furnishings. Great opportunity in a great community.
Call 254-697-1010.
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR
San Antonio Engineering and Surveying firm needs a Registered Professional Land Surveyor with 5+ years experience who is looking for a
leadership and management position with growth potential. Ownership of
own firm or survey department management experience preferred. Duties
involve survey department management, crew coordination, quality control,
analyses and calculations for all types of land surveying, platting, and construction staking. Experience with GPS, CAD, field and office procedures
required; GIS experience and TxDOT pre-certification preferred. Email
resumes to careers@mwcude.com.
AUTOCAD TECHNICIAN
Dallas based surveying and engineering company is looking for an AutoCAD Technician with 2 years minimum experience in boundary reconstruction, plats, easements and title research. Working knowledge of AutoCAD
2008 or later is a must. Some field work will be required, S.I.T preferred. If
interested please reply to support@ebgeng.com. Office location is 75 and
Walnut Hill in Dallas.
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Classified Ads
FIELD CREW
KFW Surveying which is located in San Antonio, is currently in search of
field crew candidates with at least Five Years of experience to join our staff.
Extensive experience with Leica 1200 GPS system and Robotic system a
must. Send your resume to info@kfwengineers.com.
MANAGING RPLS
Tri-Tech Surveying Company, LP is looking for a Managing R.P.L.S. for
our Austin office. The Managing RPLS is responsible for overseeing the
day-to-day operations and the personnel of the office to ensure quality
control and excellent customer service. This position requires diligence,
consistency, dedication and a strong sense of urgency. The Managing RPLS
works closely with the management team and supporting staff. Candidate
must possess strong managerial skills and excellent communication skills
in dealing with employees and clients. Must also be proficient in AutoCad/
Land Desktop.
Tri-Tech Surveying offers a competitive benefits package including: Medical & Dental Insurance, Disability Insurance, Life Insurance, 401(k) Plan
and Vacation Pay.
Qualified candidates may apply online at www.surveyingcompany.com or
e-mail to hrmanager@tritechtx.com.
TWO POSITIONING SALES SPECIALISTS
Our Company:
GeoShack will be the leading distributor of leveling, alignment, measurement, guidance and grade control solutions to the Construction, Survey,
Machine Control and Agricultural markets in North America by providing
our customers with a “total solution” of quality products and services to
meet their needs and create better career opportunities for our employees.
Job Description:
We are ready to hire two motivated, hard working, driven sales professionals as Positioning Sales Specialists in
1. territory covering North East Texas based in Dallas or
2. territory covering North West Texas based in Fort Worth.
In this position you will be responsible for calling on construction contractors, surveying firms, governmental entities and utilities gathering information about customer needs, presenting GeoShack solutions, and closing the
sale.
You will be selling Topcon and Sokkia brands of GPS, surveying instruments, robotic total stations, construction lasers, GIS, 2D machine control
equipment and software. This position will require you to be driven,
self-motivated and goal oriented. You must be willing to receive guidance
and direction as you are the
primary link to our current
and prospective clients. You
are expected to provide excellent customer service after
the sale (training, support, jobsite pickup and delivery of repairs whenever
possible). You are expected to attend monthly sales meetings and provide
weekly sales updates to your Business Sales Manager.

In Memoriam
The following Texas land surveyors passed away in recent weeks
and months. You can read more or view online obituaries for
these men at the TSPS website at http://tsps.org.

OTTIS "RAY" LESTER, RPLS #3678

Ottis "Ray" Lester, RPLS #3678, a longtime member of TSPS and
TSPS Gulf Coast Chapter 9, died Sunday, Dec. 19, 2010.

ROBERT LOUIS HOWELL, RPLS #1214

TSA/TSPS Charter Member Robert Louis Howell, RPLS #1214,
died Dec. 15, 2010 at his home. Memorial services were held
Monday, Dec. 20 at Christ United Methodist Church of Plano.

BOB OVERTON, RPLS #5916

It is with heavy heart that I inform TSPS of the passing of Bob
Overton, RPLS 5916. Bob passed away on November 27, 2010.
As you may know Bob was a surveyor here in Midland. He had
worked for Topographic Land Surveyors and other surveyors for
over 24 years. Recently he joined my firm. Bob was serving TSPS
Chapter 10 as our current President Elect.

BILLY JAMES KLING, RPLS #680

Bill Kling died in College Station, Texas on Saturday, November
13, 2010 surrounded by his children.

News Around Texas
Surveying And Mapping, Inc. Names New
Vice Presidents and Associates
Surveying And Mapping, Inc. (SAM, Inc.),
a surveying and engineering firm headquartered in Austin with offices in Dallas and
Houston, Texas, has promoted S. Keith
McNease, RPLS, CP and Christopher M.
Solomon, RPLS to Vice President. Both
McNease and Solomon are Principals with
the firm.

Keith McNease

Email your press release and photos (jpg
files) to
DougL@tsps.org, and we'll share your news
with the TSPS membership.

GeoShack will assist you in various ways: from advertising to promotions,
from prospecting to training and continued support. We will help you
achieve your goals.
Qualifications:
The successful candidate will possess:
Metes and Bounds/December 2010-January 2011

The firm also promoted Richard Cabrera,
CPA, Michael J. Hodgkinson, RPLS and
Brian Scott, RPLS to Associate. Cabrera
is the firm’s Chief Financial Officer, and
Hodgkinson and Scott are Senior Project
Managers in the Austin office.
--------------------------Do you have news from your business or
surveying company?

Chris Solomon
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Have you renewed your TSPS Membership?
2011 will be a critical year for Texas land surveyors and the
surveying profession profession in general. With a new legislative session about to begin, TSPS will be at the forefront
providing a voice and presence at the State Capitol while
protecting the interests of land surveyors and the public.

This is all made possible by your support and continued
membership in your state land surveying association. If
you haven't already renewed your 2011 membership with
TSPS, please do so now at:
http://www.tsps.org/membership-renewal. Thank you!

Heart of Texas
Boundary Retracement
Seminar

Heart of Texas Boundary Retracement
March 3-5, 2011- Brady, Texas
Register on-line at http://tsps.org

March 3-5, 2011- Brady, Texas

Name_________________________________________________

The Heart of Texas Retracement at Wulff Cedar Creek Ranch in
McCulloch County will be a modern day search for original survey
corners. By utilizing county record information, GLO field notes, working
sketches and aerial photos, the original surveys can be positioned
within a small search area. Licensed State Land Surveyors will be
party chiefs to guide you through the process using information found
on the ground. This area has not been bulldozed, chained or root
plowed like many of the ranches in Texas, therefore providing a rare
opportunity to find several of the original corners.

Company_______________________________________________

Key elements of gradient boundary
Survey, grant, and deed retracement
Records search
Preparation of working sketches
Previous surveyors and their methods
History of the area at the time of the orginal survey
Identify GLO symbols
Principle ruling of selected court cases
Plus attendees will:
Construct surveys from evidence found
Visit the monument that marks the spot
Receive handouts which include letters from the original
surveyor, original field notes, patent, & corrected field notes
Attendees will earn 16 CEUs as approved by the TBPLS by attending this seminar in its entirety. Instructors for this course are:
D.G. (Greg) Smyth, RPLS, LSLS
C.B. (Ben) Thomson, RPLS, LSLS
Jerry Goodson, RPLS, LSLS
Bill O’Hara, RPLS, LSLS
Davey Edwards, RPLS, LSLS, CFedS
Paul Carey, RPLS, LSLS
Each seminar participant should bring the following: clothing and
footwear suitable for field surveying in rough terrain; personal field
gear; calculator (any type), scratch pad, etc.; triangles, scale and
a 24” straight edge; comfortable, casual wear for evenings. March
weather in central Texas is unpredictable, please be prepared for any
eventuality. Those having personal GPS equipment may bring portable
units if they so desire.

Address______________________________________________
City_______________________ State______ Zip______________
Email_________________________________________________
Phone(

) ___________________Fax(

)________________

RPLS #________________
TSPS Member #______________ (required for member discount)

TSPS Members:
2/16 or before
Full Registration (16 CEUs)
 $460
Paraprofessional (no CEUs)
 $230

2/17 & after
 $485
 $245

Non-Members:
2/16 or before
Full Registration (16 CEUs)
 $560
Paraprofessional (no CEUs)
 $285

2/17 & after
 $585
 $300

Will you need additional lodging?
Wednesday, March 2
Yes =  $55
Saturday, March 5
Yes =  $55
Method of Payment:
Check #_______   Amount Paid $____________
 Mastercard

 Visa  AMX

Expiration Date ___________

Account Number _______________________________________
Card Holder’s name:____________________________________
TSPS
2525 Wallingwood Dr., #300
Austin, TX 78746
Phone: 512-327-7871
FAX: 512-327-7872

Watch for your Heart of Texas seminar brochure in the mail, and
online registration will begin soon ... don't miss out!
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