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An Afternoon of Fun ...
With a Purpose!
TSPS Members Raise Just Under $12,000 For Scholarships

Find Gold in the GIS Market
Tides of Change – Houston
2010 TSPS Convention ...

Gov. Perry Names
Smyth New Chair
of Licensing Board
TSPS members get settled down for the annual Ray Wisdom Auction, funding land
surveying scholarships. See more on this year's event on next page.

Find Gold in
the GIS Market

2010 TSPS Convention

See FIND GOLD, Page 4

Do You Work For AT&T?
Update From Anco Insurance
The Wise Owl
TSPS New Members - March, 2010
Surveyors' Community Outreach
At Austin Public Library
A New Life for CRX, An Old
Partnership With TSPS

By Chris Nelms
As some of you may know I am a big fan of
Texas history. There are many landmarks, early
roads, Indian mounds, arrowhead quarries,
cathedrals, presidios, and pre-historic locations
throughout Texas. Some of the best locations are
also well known for their historic Bar-B-Q or
homemade pie. A while ago I was tasked with
learning GIS office software. I knew I needed
a project to make it enjoyable and dig out the
features of the software. I had looked up a story
of lost gold that suited the project well

2nd Ray Wisdom Barbque Cook
Off Sizzles at Richard Moya Park

San Marcos to Host TSPS
Symposium Feb. 4-5, 2011
College Student Paper
Competition from Trimble
As the land surveying profession in Texas
marches into a new decade, TSPS is
leading the way. And capping off this
year's association activities is the Annual
Convention & Technology Exposition,
See CONVENTION, Page 9

News Around Texas
Classified Ads
Coming Events

TSFI Scholarships Benefitted by Auction
Winning Bids Total Nearly $12,000
TSFI scholarships for land surveying students in Texas received a big boost ... nearly $12,000 ... through proceeds from
the June 5 Ray Wisdom Auction.
Attendees get ready for the start of the auction (below photos), led by auctioneer Shane Neally of TSPS Chapter 4. The
auction, held at Richard Moya Park in Austin, opened with a
retrospective by Ken Gold (right) on the life and times of Ray
Wisdom.
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Ray Wisdom Barbeque Cookoff Sizzles As
Teams Compete for Best Chicken & Ribs

First-Place Chicken – Paul Carey (far left) and auctioneer
Shane Neally (far right) join winners Anco Insurance, with
Gina O'Hara, Aaron Laine and Jason Smalley.

First-Place Ribs – Winners from TSPS Alamo Chapter 11
were (from left) Shawn McGuire, Tres Casals and Brian
Kuehlem.

Second-Place Chicken – Winners from TSPS Alamo Chapter
11 were (from left) Shawn McGuire, Tres Casals and Brian
Kuehlem.

Second-Place Ribs – Winning team was Anco Insurance,
with Gina O'Hara and Chris Valle.

Third-Place Chicken – Taking home the award are Randy
Marshall and Jordan Garrett.

Third-Place Ribs – TAMUCC team includes (from left) Tyler
Willis, Travis Wachtstetter, Lewis Harrison, Chris Terry, and
Ashley Miller.
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Find Gold in the GIS Market
Continued from page 1
and proceeded to disprove the story with the data I was to collect regarding
the tale.
The gold was stolen from the Spanish wagon trains coming from the gold
and silver mines of Mexico while headed to the port of New Orleans along
the Camino Real de Los Tejas. This is otherwise known as Nacogdoches
Road. My first landmark was a large pink granite monument which is found
by the original Tom’s Ribs. I had passed by this for years and not noticed
it in plain site until this time. I pulled the original survey from the Texas
archives, done in 1912, which denoted the 52 monuments across the state
(529 miles of work with chain and transit) and proceeded to collect the
remaining monuments (that were not on private property) that lead to Nacogdoches, then to Natchitoches, LA and on to New Orleans. It follows the
path of the old churches and presidios.
After adding my gathered data to the software to compare to the bearings
and distances of the survey, aerial imagery, a USGS digital elevation model,
modern road map, and cross checking against another survey – Andrew Ellicot’s Survey of the Southern Border of the United States (the Mississippi
River) – I was able to virtually locate where the 20 wagon loads of gold are
stashed. I will contact the land owner and check it out. It is pretty exciting.
To get all of this data to work together was amazing. I found it equally
amazing that all of the survey companies that I have worked with were
more than capable of gathering this sub-meter data with what they already
have invested in their company. However when talking with most surveyors
regarding GIS I usually hear, “Don’t even consider it” or, “We have to cost
our crew at $1k per day just to do the work.” Sometimes I hear, “What is
required?” or, “Who do you talk with?” in regards to finding out more about
GIS work. But most are content to wait until the work they are familiar with
comes in even though that has taken longer than usual lately.
Here are a few things to know about the GIS industry. Besides needing
municipal assets mapped for inventory purposes cities, municipal utility
districts (MUD’s), electric cooperatives, drainage districts, gas utilities,
storm water services, oil pipelines, etc, are always growing. Many gas,
electric, and water utilities are not mapped (existing) or need to be (the new
additions).
There are a number of GIS departments in the larger cities but not in the
smaller ones. Of the current GIS departments in Texas, many use sub-meter
accuracy GPS receivers to gather data. That accuracy gets worse when
they try to locate a point with the same sub-meter receiver (the magic of
compounding) rather than find a centimeter accurate point with a sub-meter
receiver.
Most GIS applications only require sub-meter accuracy (it is after all a telephone pole or wind turbine) without elevation. Some GIS departments are
great at utilizing data and working with the other municipal departments for
the upcoming task that City Hall has mandated, but could use help gathering
the data (there is a lot of flooding in Texas).

Do You Do Work For AT&T?
As of June, AT&T has changed its insurance requirements for all
Technical Service Contractors including Land Surveyors.
Now in addition to a 1mil Errors and Omissions policy, they are
requiring a Cyberrisk Insurance policy. This policy would protect
AT&T if one of their vendors or contractors broke into their network and misappropriated data. They do understand that there
is not an exposure to this risk for most of their surveyors but to
date, they have not been willing to waive this requirement.
A check of the insurance marketplace for this coverage turns up
prices of between $1,000-$3,500.
Gina O’Hara
Anco Insurance
Anco provides business insurance (includes professional liability)
for Texas land surveyors. Contact Gina O'Hara at:
Anco Insurance
888-275-2626, ext. 6324
512-330-9856 (fax)
ohara@anco.com
Visit www.insuranceforsurveyors.com for more information or
to request a quote.

"GIS data collection is a tool that came
with the survey company’s tool box but
usually hasn’t been taken out yet."

– Chris Nelms

in gear (field and office), software, and staff needed to offer the GIS gathering service. Most all RTK rover gear can be configured to provide corrected
sub-meter data, with your data collectors to provide coding with the needed
features/attributes (Hydrant, Model, etc.)
A crew would turn into an individual and the lower cost of the “individual
crew” would help make the service profitable.
So polish off the top brass of the company. Send them out to talk with local
(and rural) municipalities and utilities on what they need and what you can
deliver. Attend local GIS meetings (like the one in Boerne or the TSPS GIS
committee) to better understand the market.
If you do a little digging you can find gold in the GIS market.

GIS departments want to know more about an object than its location (Hydrant, Make, Model, Year, Location).
GIS data collection is a tool that came with the survey company’s tool box
but usually hasn’t been taken out yet. A survey company has a “sunk cost”
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The Wise Owl
SMILE - Life is short and
friends are few!
The original point and click
interface was a Smith & Wesson.

I used to have a handle on life
but it broke.

The gene pool needs some
chlorine.

Don’t take life too seriously. No
one gets out alive.

CONSCIOUSNESS: That annoying time between naps.

You’re just jealous because
the voices only talk to me.

Ever stop to think and forget to
start again.

Beauty is in the eye of the beer
holder.

Procrastinate NOW!

I’M OUT of my mind. Back in 5
minutes.

MARCH 2010

REGISTERED
David Miller, RPLS #5437
David Miller Surveying
PO Box 51944
Amarillo, TX 79159

Some people are alive only
because it’s illegal to shoot
them.

I’m not a complete idiot. I have
some missing parts.

TSPS New Members

A hangover is the wrath of
grapes.
A picture is worth a thousand
words but it uses up 3000
times the memory.

Laurence Wall, RPLS #4814
TLTS, Inc.
1801 Moody Avenue
Galveston, TX 77550
Sydney Xinos, RPLS #5361
Doucet & Associates, Inc.
7401 B Highway 71 West
Austin, TX 78735

ASSOCIATE
Teresa Myers
3400 Oxford Drive
Rowlett, TX 75088
Eric Zollinger
406 Silver Mine Drive
Justin, TX 76247
STUDENT
Aaron Bohls
1860 White Oak Dr #309
Houston, TX 77009

ASSOCIATE
Hector Haro
Cory G. Hicks & Associates, Inc.
6375 E. Tanque Verde Rd., Ste 40
Tucson, AZ 85715

God must love stupid people.
He made so many of them.
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Surveyors' Community Outreach ...
LCRA employees Cara Williams
(stripe shirt), Matt Morse, and Dana
Schaetter (red shirt) taught 14 young
people and a few moms about the
exciting and interesting career of a
land surveyor.
The event took place at the Westbank
Library in Austin.
Interested in performing a land
surveying presentation or public
outreach in your community? Contact
the TSPS office for resources or email
Public Relations chair Chris Freeman
at cfreeman@bhinc.com.

Photos by Anne Glasgow
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... Teaching Kids to Map the World
Children and their parents
looked at aerial photos
of the library, contour
maps of the area, and
used hand held GPS to
navigate to a point on the
library grounds. The students were quickly able
to identify the four faces
on Mt Rushmore (from
memory) and gave quick
answers about the Lewis
and Clark expedition and
how many degrees in a
triangle. Kept those surveyors on their toes.

Photos by
Anne Glasgow
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A New Life For CRX, An
Old Partnership With TSPS

2011 Symposium

Richard Ortiz is reviving one business,
but maintaining existing partnerships
with TSPS.
Ortiz, the TSPS North Area Chapter
Representive, participated in the TSPS
Affiliate program while part of Lone
Star Records. Now with Courthouse
Research Specialists, he's continued
that relationship, donating 1% of
TSPS-linked sales to the state society.

Looking down on the atrium/lobby at the
Embassy Suites Hotel & Conference
Center in San Marcos. (Photo from
www.sanmarcos.embassysuites.com)

"CRS has been around since 1995 ... it
was a part-time job I had," Ortiz said.
It was put on hold as Ortiz moved into
other ventures.

San Marcos to Host
Next TSPS Symposium

"Lone Star and I decided to go our
separate ways. But because CRS had
a great name around town I decided to
reopen it in April," he said.

Mark your calendars today and plan to attend
next year's TSPS Symposium Feb. 4-5, 2011
at the Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference
Center in San Marcos.

Screen shot of www.crxtex.com

CRS is a research company, with right-of-way
and acquisition services, he said. Though based
in Dallas, the company operates around the state
and beyond.
"There are 254 counties, and I've worked in probably 200 of them," he said. "We cover the entire
State of Texas, and our documents are pretty
much nationwide."
CRS is currently working with the Regional
Water Control District in Tarrant County on a
150-mile water pipeline, and it will also soon
be working with the Corps of Engineers on the
Texas-Mexico border, in the Hildago and Cameron county areas.
Ortiz now serves as a 2-year Director with TSPS
Dallas Chapter 5, and he also serves at the state
level as TSPS North Area Chapter Representative. Other outside pursuits include involvement
with the 2010 TSPS Educators Retreat, held last
month at Northlake College, and the SkillsUSA
program.
How can you partner with Richard and support
TSPS? A link will be added soon to the TSPS
website (Affiliate section) that will direct you
to the CRS site. Use this link for your research
documents and services, and 1% of what you
spend will be donated back to TSPS.
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Interested in Being a
TSPS Affiliate Business?
Would you like a presence on the TSPS website? Do want to see traffic from www.tsps.
org go to your business? Would like to support
TSPS and the land surveying profession of
Texas as a TSPS affiliate?
Contact Anne Glasgow at anneg@tsps.org for
call 512-327-7871 or more details.

Registered surveyors can earn as many as 16
CEUs at the 2011 Symposium, including two
CEU courses fulfilling new TBPLS requirements. (Acts & Rules – 4 CEUs; and
Ethics – 4 CEUs)
Paraprofessionals can expect class offerings
such as CST Exam Prep, Survey Instrumentation and even a new course ... Survey Math
301. Watch TSPS publications and the website
for more details!

Trimble Student Paper Competition for Surveying
Win a Trip to Las Vegas and a Trimble
R8 GNSS System for Your Class

In addition, the winning student's school will
also receive a Trimble R8 GNSS System.

Trimble is holding its 2010 Surveying
Student Paper Competition. The winning
student author will have the opportunity to
present their survey application paper at
Trimble Dimensions 2010 in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

Entries will be accepted from June 14 August 15. Judging will occur from August
16 - September 21. The winner will be announced on September 22, 2010.

The winner will receive a trip to the conference plus 3 nights' accommodations to take
part in Trimble's internationally recognized
conference with surveying professionals
from around the world.

For more information about the competition
and to how to submit a paper, visit:
www.Trimble.com/StudentPaper.
(Contest for undergraduate land surveying
students only.)
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News Around Texas

Smith, Wirtanen Promoted at Stanley Consultants
AUSTIN, Texas – Patrick Smith, RPLS and
Charles Wirtanen, PE have been promoted at
Stanley Consultants.

planning firm brings to our portfolio allows us to
offer a complete package of services to local and
regional land developers.”

Smith has been named
manager of the Austin
office. Stanley Consultants, which provides
engineering, environmental and construction services worldwide, opened its local
office in 1998. As
office manager, Smith
is responsible for management of the office’s
land development and
infrastructure business Pat Smith
and operations.

Smith is a Registered Professional Land Surveyor in Texas and Chairman of the Board of
Governors of the National Society of Professional Surveyors. He was also President of TSPS
in 2000, and the Texas Surveyor of the Year in
2001. Smith currently
serves as chair of the
TSPS Governmental
Affairs Committee.

“Land development seems to be on the rebound
and the timing couldn’t be better,” according to
Smith, who joined the firm in 2006. “We recently
acquired Nuszer Kopatz Urban Design Associates. The key services and expertise this land

Convention

Charles Wirtanen, who
joined the company in
2006, has been promoted to manager of
the office’s Site/Civil
Department. With nearly 40 years of experience Wirtanen is well
qualified to manage the Charles Wirtanen
office’s land development and infrastructure engineering services.

Since joining Stanley Consultants in 2006, he has
managed a variety of land development such as
Avery Ranch, Avery Centre, and Somerset Hills,
and infrastructure projects including the Ronald
Reagan Blvd. Phase 3 bridges.
Wirtanen has a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the University of Texas-Austin and
is a licensed professional engineer in Texas.
Stanley Consultants, Inc., a Stanley Group
Company, provides engineering, environmental,
and construction services worldwide. Offices
are located in Austin and Houston, Texas; Baton
Rouge, Louisiana; Boise, Idaho; Chicago, Illinois; Denver, Colorado; Des Moines, Muscatine and Iowa City, Iowa; Las Vegas, Nevada;
Minneapolis, Minnesota; Naples, Sarasota and
West Palm Beach, Florida; Phoenix, Arizona;
Salt Lake City, Utah; Washington, D.C.; and San
Juan, Puerto Rico, as well as select international
locations. Since 1913, The Stanley Group has
successfully completed more than 23,000 engagements in all 50 states, U.S. territories, and in 98
countries.

Continued from page 1

slated for Oct. 13-16 in Houston.
Convention plans are shaping up, thanks to the
many volunteers serving on the Annual Meeting Committee. Convention activities, including
meetings and educational sessions, as well as
the Friday and Saturday Technology Exposition,
will take place on site at this year's host site – the
Westin Galleria Houston Hotel.
The event's educational sessions have been
submitted for CEU approval, contracts have
been signed for speakers, venues, entertainment
and more. The Houston committee is so excited
to welcome everyone to their hometown and
they are working extra hard to make this year’s
convention a big success. We hope you are saving
the dates: October 13-16, 2010.

Attention All
Convention Exhibitors
The 2010 Exhibitor Prospectus, including information brochure and Exhibitor's Contract, will be
mailed shortly to past Exhibitors at TSPS annual
meetings, and to others on our mailing list.
If you are not on the Exhibitor mailing list and
Metes and Bounds/June-July 2010

The Westin Galleria Houston Hotel overlooks Uptown Houston and is connected
to The Galleria Shopping Center—the city’s top attraction and the fourth largest
shopping center in North America with over 350 stores. (Photo from Westin Galleria
website at www.westingalleriahoustonhotel.com.)
would like to take part in the best land surveying
trade show in the Southwest, contact the TSPS
office at 512-327-7871 or email

DougL@tsps.org. Also, watch the TSPS website
at www.tsps.org for more details on 2010 Convention & Technology Exhibition in Houston!
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Classified Ads
Project Manager, Party Chief, Cad Tech
CoJer Surveying, Inc. is looking for qualified personnel to fill the above
positions. If interested in a confidential interview please email your resume
to russery@cojersurvey.com.
SURVEY TECHNICIAN
Crosstex Energy Services, LP. is
looking for an experienced survey
CAD draftsman to assist in the
analysis and preparation of boundary surveys for the acquisition of
easements for pipelines and related
company facilities.
Candidates must have at least 5
years technical experience in land
surveying with a minimum of 3 years in drafting experience, AutoCAD
Civil 3D and survey field experience a plus.
Apply at: http://www.crosstexenergy.com/careers.html
RPLS
MERIDIAN SURVEYING & MAPPING - HOUSTON: is a fast growing
firm providing multi-disciplined residential and commercial surveying services. We have an immediate opening for a RPLS. If you are interested in a
confidential interview please email your resume to llandeche@mersurvey.
com.
MULTIPLE POSITIONS AVAILABLE - SAN ANTONIO
Sinclair and Associates, Inc., a Professional Land Surveying Company
located in San Antonio, Texas is now accepting applications for R.P.L.S.,
Surveyor-in-Training, Party Chief, Instrument man, Rod man and Cad Technician. Applicants may send their resume to
lsinclair@sinclairandassociates.net.
INSTRUMENT OPERATORS and CAD TECHS NEEDED
Professional Land Survey firm has immediate openings for instrument
operators and survey CAD technicians. Must have experience in pipeline
surveying. Registration as an SIT is a plus. Submit resumes to
surveyingcareers@yahoo.com.
RPLS Needed – San Antonio
We are a high-volume title/mortgage survey company serving San Antonio
and surrounding areas. We are looking for a hard working, highly motivated
RPLS. Please e-mail resume and salary requirements to
rpls.resumes@gmail.com.
POSITION AVAILABLE
WINDROSE LAND SERVICES – AUSTIN: is a multi-disciplined firm providing surveying, mapping, and GIS services on a wide variety of commercial, industrial, residential, municipal, and telecommunication projects. We
are conducting a search for a qualified professional to fill a position: Survey Tech/Draftsmen. We offer a strong benefits package which includes
medical, dental, LT disability, life insurance, vision, 401k with matching,
tuition reimbursement, job training and opportunities for advancement. If
you are interested in a confidential interview please fax you resume to (512)
326-2770 or email to ronnie.willis@windroseaus.com.

Applicants must be a registered RPLS in Texas. Knowledge of the Houston area and prior experience managing a survey office is required. G&AI
prides itself as a technology leader that is team oriented and provides
extensive staff training with advancement potential. Salary commensurate
w/experience. Benefits include 401K, 100% paid employee health insurance, life insurance and Long Term Disability. Email resume & references
to employment@ga-inc.net.
Survey Field Staff - Midland, TX. Office
Westwood Professional Services, Inc.
A national leader in the Oil & Gas, Electric Transmission and Renewable Energy
Industries located in Midland, TX is seeking
experienced Crew Chiefs and Instrument Personnel. These positions will be stationed out of
Midland, TX, but may be working throughout
Texas, New Mexico and Oklahoma. Candidates must have survey experience with GPS,
total stations and electronic data collection
equipment. Large Pipeline and Electric Transmission Line experience a
plus.
All candidates must be able to pass an on-going drug test and able to travel
out of town. Westwood offers an excellent benefit package that includes:
401k, profit sharing, medical and dental insurance, life and disability, paid
time off, and additional benefits.
Send your resume to:
Westwood Professional Services, Inc.
4000 N. Big Spring
Suite 110
Midland, TX 79705
Fax: 432-897-4670
Email: greg.shoults@westwoodps.com
SALE - Small North Texas Surveying Firm:
Plan to Semi retire after 36 years. Will assist in transition. Owner will
finance.
Building, truck, equipment, all files, many existing projects. Contact
CLSC108@aol.com for information.
TEXAS RPLS OR ABILITY TO OBTAIN
Texas RPLS, or ability to obtain, Lubbock, Texas.
Benefits; Health Insurance, 401K, Vacation
Send Resume and Salary Requirements to
P.O. BOX 53464
Lubbock, TX 79453

POSITION AVAILABLE IN HOUSTON
Gorrondona & Associates, Inc. (G&AI), a growing professional surveying
and subsurface utility engineering firm seeks a qualified Survey Manager.
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Coming Events
JULY
July 		
26-30 		
		
		
		
		
		

Surveying II - The Short Course
Sponsored by Texas A&M University - Corpus
Christi
This year's education event (16 CEUs) will be July
26-30 on the TAMUCC campus. Learn more about
course content, schedule, instructors & more at:
http://outreach.tamucc.edu/surveying/index.html

AUGUST
August 		
6-7 		
		

GOLF & CEUs
Presented by TSPS Permian Basin Chapter 10 &
the Llano Estacado Chapter of NMPS

		
		
		
		
		
		

Friday, Aug. 6 - NMPS/TSPS Golf (Scramble)
Tournament
Cree Meadows Golf Course, 301 Country Club Dr,
Ruidoso, NM 88245
Entry Fee - $75 (includes green fee and half cart)
1 p.m. shotgun start

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Saturday, Aug. 7 - Advanced Survey
Technologies Seminar
Presented by Bob Hysmith, Boby Hempfling and
David Rowlett
Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort and Casino
287 Carrizo Canyon Rd,
Mescalero, NM 88340
Toll-Free: (575) 464-7777
Course provides information on various advanced
surveying technologies and explains how those
technologies may be incorporated into your 		
surveying operations.
8 CEUs
View more information and sign up at
www.tsps.org ... click on Calendar link

August 		
14		
		
		
		
		
		

CST EXAM
Proctor: John Pierce (213-631-7888 or
jpierce@saminc.biz)
Exam to be held at North Lake College,
West Campus, DFW Airport, Texas
Deadline for application through TSPS is July 1
(Paper or online exam to be given.)

August 		
19-21 		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Strategic Planning & Third Quarterly Board
Meeting
Embassy Suites Dallas-Frisco Hotel, Convention
Center & Spa
7600 John Q. Hammons Drive
Frisco, TX 75034
Register by July 29 - $109. Call 972-712-7200
For phone registrations, reference "Strategic
Planning Mtg – Group Code STR". Or go online
to: www.embassysuitesdallasfrisco.com
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SEPTEMBER
September
9-11 		
		
		

Locating Original Corners Seminar
Concan, Texas
16 CEUs
Registration Information - TBA

OCTOBER
October
13-16 		
		
		
		
		
		

59th Annual TSPS Convention & Technology
Exposition
Westin Galleria Houston Hotel
5060 West Alabama
Houston, TX 77056
713-960-8100
Registration Information - TBA

DECEMBER
December
4		

TSPS DECEMBER SEMINARS –
LAST-MINUTE CEUs

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

GNSS, Geodesy & Map Projections for Texas
Land Surveyors
Instructor: James B. Gillis
Omni Southpark Austin
4140 Governors Row
Austin TX 78744
Room Rate – $95
Call 512-448-2222 for reservations (TSPS
discount rate ends 11-18-2010)
8 CEUs

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

TBPLS Professional & Technical Standards
Instructor: Ken Gold
DoubleTree Club Hotel - Dallas Farmers Branch
(near DFW Airport and Las Colinas)
11611 Luna Rd
Dallas TX 75234
Room Rate - $99
Call 972-506-0055 for reservations (TSPS
discount rate ends 11-11-10)
8 CEUs

		

Registration Information for both locations TBA

FEBRUARY 2011
February
4-5 		
		
		
		
		
		

2011 TSPS Symposium
Embassy Suites (Maintenance ongoing - thank
you for your patience)
Home Calendar Chapters		
1001 E. McCarty Lane
San Marcos, TX 78666
512-392-6450
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