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The right solutions and the right expertise
to get your jobs done smarter and faster.
Whether it’s GNSS, scanning or optical technology for field data collection; Or powerful software programs
for processing, modeling and analyzing captured data; Trimble products improve workflow, enhance
collaboration between field and office, and help you make well-informed decisions. This saves you time and makes
work easier. That’s something you need and something you should expect. Call today for your free consultation.
SALES & RENTALS

wds-us.com
888.700.5211
2

Austin • Dallas/Fort Worth • Houston • McAllen • Oklahoma City • San Antonio

The Texas Surveyor | November 2017

The

Texas Surveyor
The Texas Surveyor (ISSN 1546-4164) is the
official publication of the Texas Society of
Professional Surveyors, published bimonthly
for the betterment of the surveying profession.
Articles may be reprinted with credit. TSPS
assumes no responsibility for statements made
or expressed in this publication.
Copyright 2017, The Texas Surveyor.
Standards for Submission of Articles
The Texas Surveyor welcomes contributions
from members. Submit original articles in
Word doc form to communications@tsps.
org. Copy all quoted material exactly as it
appears in the original, indicating omissions
by ellipses. Use quotation marks for quotes
and give credit to the source from which
you are quoting. Hi-res photos in .jpg format
preferred. Include your name and identify
the picture and all persons in photo. Email
submissions to communications@tsps.org.
Deadline for Advertising and Articles
The Texas Surveyor is published bimonthly.
Copy and ad deadline is the 5th of the month
preceding publication.
Advertising Rates/Placement Information
Please visit www.tsps.org/mediakit to view
the TSPS Media Kit or request a media kit by
emailing communications@tsps.org.
Professional Listings
Send a digital copy of your business card to
communications@tsps.org, or call
512-327-7871 for more details.

Table of Contents
From the President....................................................................................5
Benchmark................................................................................................ 7
New Members.........................................................................................10
Sustaining Members...............................................................................10
TSPS Auxiliary........................................................................................13
Surveying Hands-On...............................................................................14
Convention Photos.................................................................................16
Texas Young Surveyors..........................................................................20
An Attorney’s Angle.................................................................................24
New Texas State Laws...........................................................................28
Job Listings.............................................................................................32
For Sale...................................................................................................34
Professional Listings...............................................................................36
SurPAC Donation Form...........................................................................38
Coming Events........................................................................................38
2017-2018 TSPS Officers

President..............................................................................................................Doug Turner
IDS Engineering Group, Houston, Texas
President-Elect...................................................................................................John Barnard
Bowman Consulting Group, Austin, Texas
Vice President.......................................................................................................Trisha Lund
MBCO Engineering LLC, Houston, Texas
Secretary/Treasurer................................................................................................Bill O’Hara
Bill O’Hara Land Surveyor, Cedar Creek, Texas
Past President......................................................................................................Jerry Lehew
North Texas Municipal Water District, Wylie, Texas

TSPS Directors
(2018)
J.D. Davis, Davis Geomatics, LLC, Amarillo, Texas
Jamie Gillis, Geomatic Resources, LLC, Irving, Texas
Heather Sides, LJA Engineering, Inc., Houston, Texas
L.A. “Bud” Thompson, Thompson Surveying Co., Wimberley, Texas

On the Cover
David Klotz, RPLS, LSLS teaches
“How Texas Got Its Shape.” One of many
educational sessions offered at the
66th Annual TSPS Convention & Tech Expo.

(2019)
Philip Adams, Adams Surveying Company, Richardson, Texas
Michael Hoover, Andrew Lonnie Sikes, Inc., Houston, Texas
David Klotz, Texas General Land Office, Buda, Texas
J.S. “Stan” Piper, Piper Surveying Company, Inc., Midland, Texas

Editor-in-Chief
Trisha Lund

(2020)
Joe Breaux, TxDOT, Austin, Texas
Anna Burroughs, McGray & McGray Land Surveyors, Austin, Texas
Robby Christopher, Hugo Reed & Associates, Inc., Lubbock, Texas
Chris Freeman, Lina T. Ramey & Associates, Inc., Farmers Branch, Texas

Managing Editor
Kristen L. Evon

The Texas Surveyor | November 2017

Executive Director
DJ Kyle
2525 Wallingwood Dr., Suite 300
Austin, TX 78746
Phone: 512-327-7871
FAX: 512-327-7872

Legal Counsel
Mark Hanna, P.C.
900 Congress Ave., Suite 250
Austin, TX 78701
Phone: 512-477-6200
FAX: 512-477-1188

3

The Online
Online Marketplace
for Surveyors,
EngineersEngineers
& Contractors& Contractors
The
Marketplace
for Surveyors,

The
Online
Marketplace
for
Surveyors,
Engineers
Contractors
The
Online
Marketplace
Surveyors,
Engineers
Contractors
The
Online
Marketplace
Surveyors,
Engineers
&&
Contractors
The
Online
Marketplace
forfor
Surveyors,
Engineers
&&
Contractors

Spectra Focus 35 Robotics Packages
Your Choice of Software:
Survey Pro or Layout Pro

FEATURES
• 1”, 2,” 3” and 5” accuracies
• Spectra Precision Survey Pro™
software on-board
• LockNGo™ tracking technology
• StepDrive™ motion technology
• Long-range, reflectorless
distance measurement
• available RX models with
extended operation dual
battery system
• GeoLock™ GPS-assist
technology

Ranger 3
Series

PACKAGES STARTING AT

19,495.00

$

PER MONTH

CALL 1-800-241-6223 FOR A CUSTOM QUOTE

VISIT US ONLINE
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR
MAILING LIST AND
GET 10% OFF YOUR
FIRST WEB ORDER!*
*Offer valid for new subscribers only. Code will be automatically generated and sent to email address provided.
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From The President
Doug Turner, RPLS

W

hen I received word that I had won the election and
I was going to be President of the United States, I
mean, the Texas Society of Professional Surveyors,
I naturally told my wife. And while
she was a bit dubious about my ability
to speak in front of my peers (as am
I, by the way), she congratulated me.
I asked her, “In your wildest dreams,
did you ever think that I would be the
President of TSPS?” She said to me,
“Doug, we’ve been married for over
40 years…and I hate to tell you this…
but you have never been in any of my
wildest dreams.”
Doug Turner, RPLS #3988

While my wife was messing with me
(at least I THINK she was messing with me), her response got
me thinking about dreams. Most of us have had or currently have
a dream of becoming a Registered Professional Land Surveyor.
After much work, study, and sweat, we saw our dream come
true. But we are much more than licensed surveyors. We are
archivists and historians and to some degree, artists. What we do
is not just for our clients; it is quite possibly more significant for
Texas’s collective history of generations and communities. Our
maps are historical records.
We are frequently asked to provide electronic files - Word
documents or PDFs of our survey maps, etc. These electronic
records are handy, and I submit that we could no longer do
our work or even live our lives without them. But they are not
forever. Not even a lifetime.
Recently, we were cleaning our office at home preparing for
a move, and I found a couple of Jaz disks. Guess what was
on them. I don’t know either. We haven’t had a Jaz drive for
a long time. We were obviously archiving something. Since
the TBPLS requires that the surveyor and/or the survey firm
maintain, in a retrievable format, all records and files pertaining
to the preparation of a land survey document for a minimum
of ten (10) years from the date of the document (under Board
Rule §663.9. (d)) we should all think about how we archive our
surveys. Whether PDF or hard copy plots, they need to have a
10-year shelf life. And, like our archived survey files, our TSPS
associations have shelf lives that will expire if they are not
nurtured. My TSPS membership has had a 44-year shelf life that
I hope will extend for another 40 years.
One of the great rewards of being a member of this professional
organization is the collegial nature of the meetings that bring us
face to face. It is especially true of surveyors. I saw it in October
at the Annual Convention and I see it at every TSPS luncheon or
dinner meeting I attend.
Have you thought of what your TSPS membership offers you
besides this bi-monthly magazine? Over the next issues of The
Texas Surveyor, I hope to highlight different benefits in my
column.
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Every RPLS, LSLS, SIT, student, etc. joins TSPS for their own
reasons. Joining is akin to being handed a key that opens a world
of professional camaraderie, networking, and tools that help your
business. It can be overwhelming as a new member to take it all
in at once. Even if you have been a TSPS member for more than
a few years, you may not be aware of everything available to
you as a TSPS member. For instance, the TSPS website (www.
tsps.org) has a plethora of information. Keeping with the archive
theme, did you know that the website keeps track of all of the
TSPS sponsored CEU courses you complete each year? And
the website will allow you to print out a certification transcript
which will show the date, the name, and the number of CEUs
associated with each course taken. It even provides a running
total of CEU hours earned (granted that adding 8 and 4 or 4 and
4 is not that difficult, but it is cool that it does it for you). This
feature is located under your Account Settings in your member
profile. Just login to the TSPS website, click the down arrow
by your name/photo at the top of the screen, then select the
”Professional Development” tab. Once there, you can filter the
contents by date and print a transcript (or email it to yourself)
of your courses for a particular year. This feature will come
in handy in the event you are one of the lucky few chosen to
undergo an audit by the TBPLS.
Another benefit is TSPS’s relationship with the Texas
Legislature. TSPS has a strong voice in Austin and is recognized
as the Legislature’s point of contact for Texas surveying related
matters.
These are just a couple of the benefits that you receive as a TSPS
member. TSPS is not just the staff and volunteer leadership.
TSPS is all of us. Every member, regardless of our length of
tenure in the organization or our level of involvement, has a
stake in the surveying profession. We all need to stand together
and participate in and contribute to the betterment of the
surveying profession in Texas.

Are you a social media savvy surveyor?
If so, be sure to follow TSPS on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn:
facebook.com/TSPS.org
twitter.com/texassurveyor
instagram.com/texassurveyor
linkedin.com/company/texas-society-ofprofessional-surveyors

See you out and about on the internet!
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TEXAS' MOST TRUSTED NAME IN GEOSPATIAL
TECHNOLOGIES AND CONSULTING!
At G4 Spatial Technologies, we have a proven reputation for offering the best support and
service in Texas. With a professional staff we are able to offer our clients the latest surveying
and construction equipment and techniques. We provide thousands of products from many
quality manufactures that help us build a custom solution for your business.

San Antonio
106 W. Nakoma
San Antonio, TX 78216
(210) 681-4280

Sales
Service
Support
Rental
Training

Austin
10713 Metric Blvd.
Austin, TX 78758
(512) 837-8991

www.G4Spatial.com
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Benchmark
DJ Kyle

S

uccess was had at Get Your Kicks at Convention 66! More
than 650 were in attendance over the three-day event which
included NSPS Board and Committee members from across
the United States. The exhibit hall sold out at 72 booths as did
the skeet shoot and golf tournament. Sixteen different educational
classes were offered that provided attendees with the required
CEU’s for the year. The TSPS Auxiliary hosted several events
during convention and installed their new Board of Directors.
NSPS met jointly with TSPS and held 14 different committee
meetings, their foundation, CST and board meetings. Many NSPS
members enjoyed visiting with Texas attendees, browsing through
the packed exhibit hall and participating in the various social
and educational events. Texas hospitality was at its best during
Convention!
The Annual Business Meeting was held on the Thursday prior to
Convention. Several action items were passed during the meeting,
one item in particular I’d like to share with you. Over the past
five years, the Budget & Finance Committee has concentrated
on depositing any available year-end net revenue into the TSPS
Long Term Fund to meet the investment policy…maintaining
assets equal to one year of operating expenses. In 2017, this was
accomplished and left an additional $57,000 “...for future use
with such use to be evaluated by the Finance Committee and
determined by the TSPS Board of Directors no later than the 2017
Annual Membership meeting.” (motion passed January, 2017)

The Budget & Finance Committee made the following motion
at the Annual Business Meeting: “TSPS will use 2016 reserved
revenue to pay 2018 NSPS dues (approximately $44,000) as
a direct member service to our registered members and the
remainder of the 2016 reserved revenue (approximately $13,000)
will be donated to the NSPS Disaster Relief Fund to assist in
replenishing the Fund following it’s grants to the Texas Surveyors
impacted by Hurricane Harvey.”
The above motion was voted on and passed unanimously. The
intent of the motion is one to help all surveyors and their families
in a time of need, i.e. the NSPS Disaster Relief Fund contribution.
Due to Hurricane Harvey, the NSPS Disaster Relief Fund has
made eleven grants to Texas surveyors equaling over $44,000.
And two to assist TSPS registered members with a one-time
payment of NSPS dues for 2018. Dues renewal has begun and
you may have noticed this on your invoice. Registered members
are required to be members of NSPS; all other member categories
NSPS membership is optional. TSPS is asking our registered
members to use the savings in one of two ways. Donate the $40 to
SurPAC or the NSPS Disaster Relief Fund. The SurPAC donation
form is on page 38 or you can make on online donation at www.
tsps.org/DonateSurPAC. Donations to the NSPS Disaster Relief
Fund can be made at www.tsps.org/DisasterRelief.
Many thanks to all of those who donated to SurPAC at
Convention. Earning a green or black ribbon was quite an
incentive. We appreciate everyone’s support!

Save time, money
and headaches.
Get the right insurance from professionals
who know surveyors. At ANCO, you’ll find:
• Customized coverages for your business
• Knowledgeable agents who insure the
most surveyors in Texas
• A TSPS-endorsed agency since 2001
Apply online at InsuranceforSurveyors.com
or call us at (888) 275-2626, ext. 6324.

Agents Cassie Hager and
Gina O’Hara

We go the extra
1900.8 varas for you!

Endorsed by the Texas Society
of Professional Surveyors

The Texas Surveyor | November 2017

7

Ge
2914 W
8

The Texas Surveyor | November 2017

A SURVEYING SELECTION AS BIG AS TEXAS
COME ON IN AND WE'LL TAKE GOOD CARE 'O Y'ALL!

With a best-in-class certified service center and the biggest selection
of hardware and software solutions, we are Texas proud.
P16

P4D

P3D

MS6D

TS16
CS2D

Survey/UAS Sales/Rentals Survey Support/UAS Sales

Rodney Walsh, Principal
972-922-4459 / rw@geotx.com

Jamie Gillis, RPLS / PLS
817-209-8661 / jg@geotx.com

HOS Sales & Software

Service Center

Rodney Walsh/Jamie Gillis
972-922-4459/rw@geotx.com

Mark Howard
469-585-8602 / mh@geotx.com

Supplies/Constr. Sales

Survey Suport & GIS

Ron Vogel
817-372-2312 / rv@geotx.com

Colin Fletcher
214-577-5607 I cf@geotx.com

Leica Infinity

NEW Fixed Wing RF 70 UAS

AIBOT X6 Rotary UAS

eomatic Resources LLC
W Story Road , Irving TX 75038
817-691-5328
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New Members
Registered

Associate/SIT

Student

Michael “Trekker” Baitup #4574 - Chapter 2
Jacobs Engineering Group Inc.

Stacy Aguilar - Chapter 8
Livingston Surveying/Mapping Corp

Seth Barton - Chapter 3

Jared Couvillion #6552 - Out of State
Jared Couvillion

Timothy “Tim” Barry - Chapter 1
AMD Engineering, LLC

Daniel “Rocky” Edwards #5472 - Chapter 13
Hays County Land Surveying

Michael “Mike” Gallick - Chapter 9
Tri Tech Surveying Co.

Charles Franklin #1958 - Chapter 9
Livingston Surveying & Mapping Corp.

Sherwood “Tre” Gillette III - Chapter 2
Topographic Land Surveyors

Michael Ivey #4156 - Chapter 10
Avery Technical Resources

Aaron Harp - Chapter 13
Austin Energy

Jesus Lajara #6378 - Chapter 5
Surveying And Mapping, LLC (SAM)

Duryn Hodges - Chapter 10
West Company of Midland, LLC

Bret Read #6610 - Chapter 4
360 Surveying

Shad Moraine - Chapter 9
Andrew Lonnie Sikes, Inc.

Alex Teague #6623 - Chapter 11
Morris P. Hebert, Inc. (MPH)

Affiliate

Jennifer “Jenn” Ward-Nusz #6396 - Chapter 10
West Company of Midland, LLC
Ken West #5927 - Chapter 10
West Texas Surveys
James “Mark” Whitkanack #6134 - Chapter 5
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.

James “Jim” Henderson - Chapter 9
Abstract Services of Houston
Kevin Pata - Chapter 13
Chaparral Professional Land Surveying, Inc.
Chris Pyle - Chapter 2
Sempco Surveying, Inc.

Geospatial

Jared Siegler - Chapter 5
Cooper Aerial Surveys Co.

Billy J. Swope II - Chapter 2
AeroTech Mapping

Nathan Stevens - Chapter 1
Stevens Surveying Co., LLC
Zachary “Zach” Stevens - Chapter 1
Stevens Surveying Co., LLC

Brad Eubanks - Chapter 5
Raymond L. Goodson Jr. Inc.
Cody Garrett - Chapter 9
Lupher, LLC
Arick Jones - Chapter 13
Cunningham-Allen, Inc.
James “Mike” Keith - Chapter 4
Reed Nelle - Chapter 11
Texas Landmark Surveying
Cullen Runyon - Chapter 2
Sempco Surveying, Inc.
Craig Sisk - Chapter 2
Sempco Surveying, Inc.
Cody Skeeters - Chapter 5
Cobb Fendley & Associates
Stetson Walker - Chapter 5
Walker Land Surveying Company
Cullen Weishuhn - Chapter 13
Tim Wood - Chapter 9
Town & Country Surveyors - A Landpoint Co.

Welcome!

Sustaining Members
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Advanced UAV Solutions Inc, is a full-service UAV products and solutions
provider. We are committed to supplying our customers with leading-edge
tools, technology and solutions to reduce your overall project cost.
Contact us today and learn how our full-service approach can make your
project more efficient and profitable. We value your partnership and look
forward to learning how we can help you.
Our Products

Our Services
ROW
Pipelines
Topo Maps
Volumetrics
Photogrametry
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Contact Us
(877) 755-4680
23111 FM 1462 - Damon, TX 77430
www.advanceduavsolutions.com
wes@advancedrones.com
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TSPS Auxiliary

Kim Hodde, 2017-2018 TSPSA President

I

t is hard to believe that convention has
come and gone for another year. We
were saddened over the loss of one of
our life-long members, Jane Rychlik. Jane
always had a smile and brightened the room
whenever she entered. I, for one, am blessed
to have known her and called her my friend
for many years. She will certainly be missed
by the Auxiliary. Our thoughts, prayers, and
sympathy are extended to Jane’s family.

It was an honor to plan the activities for this year. The Auxiliary
always has a wonderful time at Convention each year and
we urge every spouse or significant other to join us on our
adventures. You can sign up when doing the regular Convention
registration or if it is a last minute decision, you can sign up at
the Convention. Either way, we just want you to come and join
us for some fun!
TSPS Auxiliary Officers for 2017-2018 are as follows:
Jane Rychlik

President – Kim Hodde

We had a wonderful TSPS Convention this year and the
Auxiliary had an amazing time as well trying to enjoy being
“Young at Heart.” The week started on Wednesday with the
Open House hosted by Monica Kuehlem and the Auxiliary
members. Great food, fun and fellowship were enjoyed by all.

Vice President – Angela Strong
Secretary – Linda Clements
Treasurer – Sonja Edwards

On Thursday, we learned the
basic benefits and uses of
essential oils. [Some of us also
got a lesson on the difference
between lightly inhaling and
deeply inhaling when smelling
some of the oils. Some of us
don’t listen – LOL]. This session was very enlightening and
informative. All of those in attendance were given a spray bottle
of “Thieves” to take home and begin our oil journey.
On Friday, the Auxiliary took a short bus
ride to Southfork Ranch, home of the iconic
“Dallas” series. We toured the museum and
the Ewing Mansion then enjoyed a fantastic
barbeque meal in Bobby’s boardroom before
we explored the rest of the grounds. We
saw Jock Ewing’s car, the stables, Elena’s
cottage, the “seedy” motel room where J.R.
was murdered, and the cemetery with Jock,
J.R.’s Motel Room
Miss Ellie, and J.R.’s tombstones. Southfork is
also home to a number of livestock species including Longhorn
cattle, horses, mini horses, llamas, and various other critters.
Saturday, the Auxiliary held its annual meeting and luncheon.
The Auxiliary was entertained by the “Dallas Tap Dazzlers” who
are a senior tap group promoting staying active. They ranged
in age from 57 to 81. One of their mottos is “If you rest, you
rust.” They promote healthy living and staying active. We then
enjoyed lunch and held our business meeting. Officers for the
upcoming year were installed and door prizes were given. A
great time was enjoyed by all.
We missed many of our “regulars” who were unable to attend
this year due to various reasons, but we were overjoyed to have
eight (8) new members join us! We sure enjoyed having Lynda
Adams, Roxanne Couvillion, Charlotte Fokens, Gloria Franklin,
Laura Lea Moore, Amanda Sowell, Millie Thousand, and Phyllis
Tuck and we hope you will join us again.
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Pictured L-R: Sonja Edwards, Monica Keuhlem (Past President),
Angela Strong, and Kim Hodde. Not pictured: Linda Clements.
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Surveying Hands-On

Monte Sheppard, TSPS Chapter 18 - West Central Texas

I

magine the year is 1874. Three young men have just climbed
off a supply wagon, hoping to find work with the buffalo
hunters in the Wild West Town of Tascosa. Home of many
large cattle ranches, the gathering point on the Canadian River
where cowboys began driving cattle north to the markets
in Kansas. A town making its living off the wild and wooly
cowboys and hunters that settled the frontier, many having
been forced west when the Texas Rangers “cleaned out” the
less desirable folks from Mobettie further east on the Canadian
River. Tascosa saw many of the outlaws of history walk through
the doors of her saloons, names such as William H. Bonney
(AKA Billy the Kid), Dave Rudabaugh, Pat Garrett, and Bat
Masterson. It was a town divided, with the respectable citizens
holding to their own, and the lower citizens frequenting the
part of town called “hogtown,” so called because the respectful
citizens felt the inhabitants acted “no better than swine.” It is
here we find our three
young men, who had
come to the frontier to
earn their fortune. Two
of them watch over the
shoulder as one stares at
the cards in his hand, at
four 9’s! Across the table
sits a dusty old cowboy,
half the whisky bottle
Photo credit unknown
gone, his cards hidden in
his hand, his pile of chips gone. Encouraged by the whisky, the
old cowboy makes an offer, “I’ll bet you three a hunnert acres of
land, to split between ya, against your bet.” The young men, new
to the country, not knowing anything, think this would be a good
way to get a start in life, and agree, besides, they know they are
holding four of a kind. The old cowboy lays his cards out, and
shows his hand, a full house! He grins, and starts to take the pot,
certain he has won. The young men show him their hand, and
the cowboys face falls. He had bluffed on the hundred acres, he
does not have any land. Nevertheless, he continues the bluff,
and scrawls out a description of three pieces of land over east of
town on Pescado Creek. One is 50 acres for the card player, and
the other two are 30 acres apiece*. The old cowboy knows he’ll
be long gone with the cattle on his way to Kansas before the kids
from back east can figure out what has happened to them! (*By
the way, I know my numbers don’t add up. Not everyone on the
frontier could do his or her sums…)
Now, the story above, it’s a long way from a true story, but
it’s certainly true that it’s a story…some of the ways that land
transactions in Texas have taken place throughout the history
of our Republic, then our State, may have been just as off-hand
as the one outlined above. Taking the above with a grain of
salt, good faith claimant and all, let us just pretend our three
young men went out and occupied their respective tracts, put up
tents, started a garden, and filed their deeds in the courthouse
when the county got around to having it built. Here is where
they discovered they really did not hold title to the land, that
the ranchers who had received the patent certificates from the

14

State held the land. In good faith, the ranchers hired the young
men, gave them homes at the ranch, and all was forgotten. But,
what about the markers those men put out around “their” tracts?
Could a boundary reconstruction be done on the deeds the men
“filed” in the courthouse way back when? Could this be a fun
way to provide some hands on experiences with an old transit
and chain to a group of modern day surveyors who have the
advancements of computers, satellites, lasers, and robots? Would
the modern surveyor be able to gracefully step back in time and be
able to practice their trade, or would they come away with a new
appreciation for the men and women whose footsteps they follow?

Early Texas surveyors circa 1876.
Photo courtesy of Charles F.H. Blucher Family Papers,
Special Collections & Archives, Mary and Jeff Bell Library,
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Texas

Every year Surveyors in Texas have the ability to take part
in three unique seminars that give you the opportunity to put
your skills to the test. The seminars include the Heart of Texas
Boundary Retracement in Brady, Locating Original Corners in
Concan, and the High Plains Experience in Channing. All three
of these seminars have hands on aspects, where attendees will
be provided with a time period appropriate transit and chain, and
given the opportunity to use this equipment to search and recover
boundary corners representative of historical corners. Corners
to be recovered include gun barrels, a cow’s skull, iron pipes,
brown glass bottles, and piles of stone. Instruction will be given in
how to use the equipment, establish line, maintain line, measure
distance, maintain distance, keep notes, and during the discussion
at the end of the day the instructors will show how the traverse
was closed and calculated without computers. Each of these
experiences are unique to the area they are conducted but are so
relevant even today.
Be sure to watch the TSPS Calendar (www.tsps.org/calendar) for
2018 dates for all three seminars.
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Looking for a partner for the long haul? You've found it. No matter your challenge,
our staff, with a combined 350 years of experience in the industry, will use their
expertise to make sure your solution is the smartest one possible. Whether you
visit one of our 6 locations or call us, you’ll experience the WDS service and
experience that keeps clients coming back for years.

Visit us at wds-us.com today.

GIS/Mapping
Total Stations & Robotics
Unmanned Aircraft
Field Supplies
Detectors & Locators
RTK Net
SALES & RENTALS

wds-us.com
888.700.5211
Austin • Dallas/Fort Worth • Houston • McAllen • Oklahoma City • San Antonio
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66th Annual TSPS Co

View more

www.tsps.org/Co

Surveyor of the Year
Doug Turner, RPLS #3988

Texas State Representative Matt Shaheen
delivers the Keynote Address

Kim Hodde receives the
Auxiliary Presidential Award

Stan Piper, RPLS #1974, accepts the
Eminent Educator Award on behalf of
Craig Alderman, RPLS #5285
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onvention & Tech Expo

e photos at

onventionPhotos

Young Surveyor of the Year
Manny Carrizales, RPLS #6388

Jerry Lehew receives his
Past President pin

Angela Strong receives the
Auxiliary Presidential Award

Sally Staudt accepts the Hugh L. George
Memorial Award on behalf of husband,
Tom Staudt, RPLS #3984
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66th Annual TSPS Co

View more photos at www.t

Bill O’Hara, RPLS #4878
accepts the 2017 Presidential Award

Star Chapter Aw
TSPS Chapter 17
Pictured: Trisha Lu
Charles Gutierre

Jamie Gillis, RPLS #6019
accepts the 2017 Presidential Award

Chris Freeman, RPLS #5701
accepts the 2017 Presidential Award
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Connor Brown
accepts the 2017 P
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tsps.org/ConventionPhotos

ward presented to
7 - Paso Del Norte
und, RPLS#6088 &
ez, RPLS #5572

Anna Burroughs, SIT #6830
accepts the 2017 Presidential Award

John Barnard, RPLS #5749
accepts the 2017 Presidential Award

n, RPLS #6366
Presidential Award

Shaun Piepkorn, RPLS #6432
accepts the 2017 Presidential Award
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Texas Young Surveyors
Anna Burroughs, SIT, TYS Director, TSPS Director
Texas Young Surveyors Update
2017 was an exciting year for the Texas Young Surveyors.
We filled all of our regional coordinator positions, added an
administrative coordinator and just recently a social media
coordinator. We also held several
socials across the state and hosted
the NSPS Young Surveyors
Network (YSN) at the TSPS/NSPS
Convention. In 2015, the Texas
Young Surveyors held its first
meeting at a Round Rock Express
baseball game. We had three people
in attendance at that ball game.
In 2016, we began searching for
regional officers and then in 2017
Anna Burroughs, SIT #6830 we held socials across the state. We
continue to increase involvement
across the state. In October, we welcomed young surveyors
from across the country to the NSPS YSN Fall Meeting. A
lot can happen in two years when you share your passion and
bring others together for a shared purpose. The Texas Young
Surveyors are continuing to grow and are looking forward to
2018!

I was asked to open the presentations by discussing the Texas
Young Surveyors; our success, organization and yearly focus
items for our group. I also discussed the need to share the
passion both for our profession and for this group in order
to attract new members. Jeremy Burns of Maryland gave a
presentation on what his state was doing for young surveyors
and asked the NSPS YSN and FIG (International Federation
of Surveyors) to consider hosting the 3rd FIG North American
YSN Meeting in Maryland in October 2018. Kelly Miller
from Oregon gave a presentation on how the Oregon Young
Surveyors are set up and what they are doing in their state. Each
state differs in demographics and geography, therefore state
representatives adjust based on factors affecting their group.

NSPS Young Surveyors Network Meeting Recap
From Texas, Nick Vann, Stuart Warnock and I attended the
NSPS YSN Fall Meeting, held in conjunction with the TSPS
Convention. Chris Glantz of Oregon, President of NSPS YSN
and Dan Kvaal of Minnesota, NSPS YSN Delegate, welcomed
everyone to the meeting and guided the agenda for the group.
David Anderson of Georgia and newly elected Vice President of
NSPS YSN, gave us an update on the Future of Surveying Task
Force. In this task force, groups across the nation have teamed
together to determine the best action for our profession. This
task force includes representatives from key organizations such
as: ASPRS, BLM, Colonial States, COPPS, FIG, NGS, NSPS,
NSPS Young Members, SaGES, MAPPS, WFPS, Emerging
Leaders, UESI, ASCE, NCEES, POB Magazine, xyHt, and
Byline7. The purpose of this group is to develop an action plan,
strategy and implementation plan to reduce the diminishing
numbers of surveyors and the direction of the future of the
surveying profession.

NSPS YSN Fall Meeting Attendees from more than 13 states!
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TYS Director Anna Burroughs presenting TYS updates and
success stories at the NSPS YSN Fall Meeting

John Hohol, FIG Delegate for NSPS and NSPS YSN also
attended the meeting; bringing news of a possibility of the FIG
International Meeting in 2022 in Florida! Lisa Van Horn of
Wisconsin and Vice President of NSPS, visited with the young
surveyors; discussing the need for help on national committees.
If you are interested in participation in any of the national or
state committees, please contact me for more information. This
is a fantastic opportunity to get involved!
During the meeting, we also discussed the direction and mission
of the group. This is an enthusiastic group of young surveyors
that look forward to continued collaboration in an effort to
establish and support YSN communities across the nation.
States that were represented include: Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho,
Iowa, Maryland, Minnesota, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Vermont, and Wisconsin.
Ruth Lailany Trujillo Rodriguez, the NSPS Representative
from Puerto Rico, also joined our meeting to discuss the Young
Surveyor Network in her area.
Anna Burroughs is the Secretary/Treasurer of TSPS
Chapter 13 - Capital Area, the Director of the Texas Young
Surveyors, a TSPS Director and the Texas Representative
for the NSPS Young Surveyor Network. She is actively
involved at the local, state and national levels and works
for McGray & McGray Land Surveyors, Inc. in Austin, TX.
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Texas Young Surveyors
Convention Social & Sponsors
We had several generous sponsors for the convention and with
their help we were able to show young surveyors from across the
country some Texas hospitality, complete with a mechanical bull.
We estimated that we would have around 40 guests in attendance
and ended up with nearly 100 young surveyors and supporters at
the Green Gator Young Surveyor Event!

Texas
Young
Surveyors

Special thanks to our generous sponsors this year!
Platinum Sponsor: Gene Baker of GBI Partners, LP
Silver Sponsors: Geomatic Resources, Martin Instrument,
Western Data Systems (WDS), 4Ward Land Surveying,
and 1519, LLC.
Bronze Sponsor: Don Canada with Silicon Benefits
Thank you to the regional officers, especially Nick Vann, who
was with me each step of the way.
Also, special thanks to Shaun Piepkorn and John “JT” Truong
for their work with the TSPS Convention and the Green Gator
Social.
I could not do this without the help and support of our officers,
members, and sponsors!
If you or your company would like to get involved or sponsor
the Texas Young Surveyors, please reach out to myself or one of
the regional officers.

TYS Director Anna Burroughs pictured with sponsors
Jamie Gillis and Rodney Walsh of Geomatic Reources.

We look forward to seeing you at an event soon!
Be sure to follow Texas Young Surveyors on Facebook
for event information and details.

TYS Director Anna Burroughs pictured with sponsors
from the Western Data Systems (WDS) team.

Surveyors take over the Green Gator in Frisco, TX during the 2017 TSPS Convention & Tech
Expo/NSPS Fall Meeting. Nearly 100 young surveyors and supporters attended the social!

TYS Director Anna Burroughs pictured with sponsors
from the Martin Instrument team.
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Texas Young Surveyors continued
2018 Regional Calendar

Texas
Young
Surveyors

Round Rock 4:30 pm - Brass Tap
(following TSPS Board Meeting)
Houston TBD
Fort Worth TBD
Round Rock 4:30 pm - Brass Tap
(following TSPS Board Meeting)
Abilene 3:00 pm - Frontier Texas
(Family and Friend Event!)
Houston TBD
Austin - TENTATIVE
General Land Office
Tour & Happy Hour
Georgetown TSFI Ray Wisdom Auction
Georgetown - Happy Hour
(following TSPS Board Meeting)
Dallas TBD
Galveston - Young Surveyor Social

Jan 27
Feb 22
Mar 17
Apr 28
May 12

Texas Young Surveyors' Officer Team
Director:
Anna Burroughs
Region Coordinators:
Stuart Warnock
North Region Coordinator
(DFW Area)
Nick Vann
East Region Coordinator
(Houston/Beaumont Area)
Richard Neubauer, III
South Region Coordinator
(San Antonio Area)
Cole Strevey
Central Region Coordinator
(Austin/Waco Area)
Brady Stanford
West Region Coordinator
(Midland/Odessa/Abilene Area)
Bryan Gillis
Coastal Region Coordinator
(Corpus Christi Area)
Jerrod Stapeton
Panhandle Region Coordinator
(Amarillo/Lubbock Area)
Administrative Coordinator:
Danielle Pirtle
Social Media Coordinator:
Holly Swoger

Jun 28
Jul 20
Aug 3
Aug 4
Sept 15
Oct 4

2018 National Calendar
Feb 16-17
Feb 20-22
Mar 18-24
Oct 3-6
Oct 17
			
Oct 18

TSPS Symposium, San Marcos, TX
NSPS Spring Meeting, Las Vegas, NV
National Surveyors Week
TSPS Convention, Galveston, TX
3rd FIG North American
YSN Meeting, Maryland
NSPS YSN Meeting, Maryland

To learn more about Texas Young Surveyors,
visit www.tsps.org/TYS.

Follow Texas Young Survyeors on social media:
facebook.com/TexasYoungSurveyors
twitter.com/TXYoungSurveyor
linkedin.com/groups/8300367
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HOUSTON
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Technologies
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800-825-3422
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An Attorney’s Angle
Mark Hanna – TSPS Legal Counsel

Texas Real Estate Law Recent Cases
The following is a summary of the recent Texas real estate law cases as prepared by the Real Estate Section of the State Bar of Texas. For more
information regarding these cases or other legal issues of significance to the surveying profession, contact TSPS Legal Counsel, Mark J. Hanna,
900 Congress Avenue, Suite 250, Austin, Texas 78701; telephone: (512) 477-6200; facsimile: (512) 477-1188.
1. Title Insurance
McGonagle v. Stewart Title Guar. Co.,
432 S.W.3d 535 (Tex. App.—Dallas 2014, pet. filed).
“A title insurance policy is a contract of indemnity that imposes a duty on the insurance company to indemnify the insured against losses
caused by defects in title. . . . The alleged defect must involve a flaw in the ownership rights of the property to trigger coverage. . . . An
irregularity that merely affects the value of the land, but not the ownership rights, is not a defect in title.” Id. at 5.
“An ‘encumbrance’ is a tax, assessment, or lien on real property.” Id.
A “dedication instrument neither involves nor creates a tax, assessment, or lien. Although a few cases have noted that it is possible for a
covenant to cloud title, the covenant must pertain to the ownership interest.” Id.
The McGonagles purchased a piece of property in downtown Granbury. The property was subject to a dedication instrument requiring
the property owner to move a bungalow currently on-site to a location within the Historic Overlay and requiring the owner to obtain all
necessary approvals through the City of Granbury prior to beginning any new construction. The dedication instrument said that it ran with
the land.
Mr. McGonagle “testified that he was aware of the dedication instrument before purchasing the property and that he tried to have it
removed before closing on the purchase.” McGonagle also stated he told the seller that he would not close on the purchase unless the
dedication instrument was removed. According to McGonagle, the seller told him that he would “take care of” the dedication instrument
and, shortly before the closing, the seller stated that the instrument had been “taken care of.”
Despite these alleged representations by the seller, the sales contract signed by the McGonagles specifically stated that the “Granbury
Historical Society Agreement’” was included in the purchase and would belong to the buyer. A copy of the dedication instrument was
attached to the sales contract.
At the closing, the McGonagles also purchased a title insurance policy issued by Stewart Title. The policy contained several exclusions
from coverage including “[d]efects, liens, encumbrances, adverse claims, or other matters . . . created, suffered, assumed or agreed to
by the Insured Claimant.” Also excluded was “[t]he refusal of any person to purchase, lease or lend money on the estate or interest . . .
because of Unmarketable Title.” Id. at 2. Schedule B Item 1, Restrictions, was deleted. McGonagle “interpreted the deletion of the first
exception from coverage in Schedule B to mean that the dedication instrument had been removed and no longer applied to the property.”
McGonagle stated that he believed the deleted provision confirmed the seller’s statement to him that the instrument had been “taken care
of.”
Sometime after purchasing the property, the McGonagles attempted to resell it. They allege they were unable to do so because the property
was still subject to the dedication instrument. The McGonagles brought suit against the seller for misrepresentation. They then brought
this separate suit against Stewart . . . for breach of contract, negligence, gross negligence, and violations of the Texas Insurance Code and
[DTPA]. . . . Stewart . . . filed motions for traditional summary judgment contending the McGonagles’ claims failed as a matter of law
because there was no coverage under the title policy for losses allegedly caused by the dedication instrument and neither company made
any misrepresentations about the property or the title policy.” Id. at 2-3.
“A title insurance policy is a contract of indemnity that imposes a duty on the insurance company to indemnify the insured against losses
caused by defects in title.” . . . The alleged defect must involve a flaw in the ownership rights of the property to trigger coverage. . . . An
irregularity that merely affects the value of the land, but not the ownership rights, is not a defect in title.
The McGonagles contend the dedication instrument falls within the scope of coverage because it is “a covenant, creating an encumbrance,
which affects title.” Id. at 5. The court disagreed. “An ‘encumbrance’ is a tax, assessment, or lien on real property. . . . The dedication
instrument neither involves nor creates a tax, assessment, or lien.” Although a few cases have noted that it is possible for a covenant to
cloud title, the covenant must pertain to the ownership interest. . . . The McGonagles fail[ed] to show how any of the requirements set forth
in the dedication instrument impact their fee simple ownership interest in the property.
The McGonagles argue at length that the dedication instrument affects their ability to sell the property and, therefore, amounts to a defect in
title.” Id. at 5-6. The court again disagreed. “‘[T]he concept of ‘title’ speaks to ownership of rights in property, not the condition or value of
the property. . . . The term ‘marketable title’ goes to whether the property interest can be sold at all, not whether it will fetch a lesser price
because of some condition limiting its use. . . . In this case, although the dedication instrument imposes certain burdens on the land owners
that may lessen the market value of the property, it does not vest any ownership interests in the property in any other party that would affect
the McGonagles’ title. Accordingly, the dedication instrument does not fall within the title policy’s covered risks.” Id. at 6.
“The McGonagles contend that the deletion of the first exception to coverage under Schedule B constituted a misrepresentation of both
24
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the state of the title to the property and the extent of coverage provided by the policy. . . . [T]he McGonagles rely heavily on the Texas
Supreme Court opinion of First Title Co. of Waco v. Garrett, 860 S.W.2d 74 (Tex. 1993). In Garrett, the supreme court held that a title
company made an actionable, affirmative representation to its insured when it inserted the phrase “none of record” in the space provided
for itemizing restrictive covenants of record rather than deleting the provision. . . . The court concluded that the phrase “none of record”
was clearly a representation “that there were no restrictive covenants in the county deed records.” . . . The McGonagles’ attempt to equate
the word “deleted” used in their policy with the phrase “none of record” used in the Garrett policy. The word “deleted,” however, refers
solely to the fact that the exception was deleted pursuant to the instructions in the standard form document and cannot be construed to
mean anything else. It conveys no information about the existence or non-existence of restrictive covenants. Although the McGonagles
may have assumed the provision was deleted because the dedication instrument had been removed, they point to no statements by
[Stewart] that the exception was deleted for this reason. The deletion represents only that restrictive covenants of record affecting the title,
if any, were not excepted from coverage.
The McGonagles next argue that the removal of the exception for restrictive covenants constituted an affirmative representation that the
dedication instrument would be a covered risk. But the deleted provision makes no reference to any specific covenant and the exception
only impacts restrictive covenants that otherwise fall within the scope of coverage. As discussed above, the dedication instrument at issue
does not fall within the scope of coverage because it does not affect the McGonagle’s fee simple interest or, alternatively, because the
‘defect’ was assumed. . . . The removal of the exception cannot create coverage that is not otherwise provided by the policy. Neither can
the removal of an exception from coverage mislead the insured that coverage exists when the remainder of the policy indicates otherwise.
The McGonagles suggest that Stewart was required to inform them that the dedication instrument was still attached to the property.
The only duty of a title insurer is to indemnify the insured against losses caused by a defect in title. . . . Although an insurer cannot
misrepresent the state of the title or mislead the insured, it has no duty to point out any outstanding encumbrances.” Id. at 7-9.

Mark J. Hanna practices law in Austin and has served as TSPS Legal Counsel since 1992. In addition to providing legal and legislative
representation for the Society, Mr. Hanna specializes in representing the interests of individual business and professional clients located
throughout the State.
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OIL & GAS SURVEYING

Oil & Gas SERVICES

Oil and gas pipeline installations require skilled ﬁeld crews who deliver pinpoint
accuracy, organized managers who meet schedules, seasoned professionals with
successful pipeline experience, and a dedicated team 100% committed to safety. As
surveyors who see a bigger purpose, that describes McKim & Creed. Accurate.
Successful. Experienced. Safe. Call us for your next pipeline installation project.
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UPSTREAM (E&P, WELL STAKING)
MIDSTREAM (PRELIMINARY,
CONSTRUCTION, AS-BUILTS)
DOWNSTREAM (REFINERY-IN PLANT)
SURVEYING
DESKTOP ROUTING
ROUTE LOCATIONS
ENGINEERING LAYOUTS
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MOBILE AND AERIAL LIDAR
SUBSURFACE UTILITY ENGINEERING
UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS

mckimcreed.com

C. PAUL JONES, RPLS | TEXAS REGIONAL MGR

713-659-0021 | PJONES@MCKIMCREED.COM
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TBPLS 101776-02
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Enterprise

MAGNET Enterprise is a web browser-based environment that simplifies managing
field and office data in the cloud. Track assets and communicate with everyone involved
on your projects. Login from any browser for live updates. Save time and collaborate
during a project.

The software solution that streamlines the workflow for
surveyors, contractors, engineers and mapping professionals.

• Web Browser Access
• Live Data Exchange
• Map View of Field Data
• Data Secure Backup
• Chat and Communicate with Others
ASK US ABOUT
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Phantom 4 Pro

Indago Mapper

FC-5000
ES Total Station

RL-H4C

HiPer HR

GT Robot

RL-SV2S

We Have Everything You Need!
If you’re looking for great deals on equipment then call our experts or stop by one of our
many locations and see for yourself what products and services GeoShack has to offer.
We have everything you need to get the job done accurately and right the first time.
Don’t forget to ask us about our GeoShack Advantage programs – where you can
get support, training, and other services along with your equipment purchase.
Austin
(512) 821-2828

Dallas
(972) 241-6001

Fort Worth
(817) 335-3131

Richardson
(972) 783-2706

South Houston
(713) 955-2007

North Houston
(713) 688-8814

Lubbock
(806) 771-9524

San Antonio
(210) 521-7732
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New Texas State Laws

Joe Breaux, RPLS, TSPS Safety Committee Chair

O

nce again, as it occurs every odd numbered year, the
Texas State Legislature met and passed many bills that
already have or will become new laws for Texans to
follow. Then the 85th regular session ended and Legislature went
into a special session where more bills were debated and passed.
Often, unless there is legislation
that affects us as surveyors (and our
Governmental Affairs Committee
or Mark Hanna alerts us) many of
us, myself included, don’t keep a
close check on the bills that are
brought up in the House or Senate
to become new laws. It’s not all that
difficult, but it does take some time
and a little effort. So the following
is a brief summary of some of the
bills and new laws that affect us
Joe Breaux, RPLS #4293
as surveyors, employees or simply
citizens of the great state of Texas. Some speak to us as drivers,
while others affect our health and welfare or our insurance.
By no means is this list all encompassing, this text is simply
intended to pass on some of the new relevant information and to
help inform you. Knowledge of the law will hopefully increase
our safety, help to keep us from harming others and to aid in
keeping us from breaking the law. Many of the new laws went
into effect September 1st while others took effect immediately
upon passage. Some laws may not take effect until a specified
later date. So, please read on.
Texting While Driving (Distracted Driving) – House Bill 62
went into effect on September 1, 2017 and prohibits drivers
on public roads (anywhere in the state of Texas) from using a
wireless communication device (i.e., a cell phone) to read, write
or send an electronic message while operating a motor vehicle
(while it is moving). Texting and driving is punishable by a fine
of $25 - $99 for the first offence; fines for subsequent offences
raises to $100 - $200 each. This law preempts all “texting and
driving” ordinances previously passed by cities, but doesn’t
preempt city ordinances that go beyond texting while driving
(hands-free ordinances). Exceptions to the law include hands
free, GPS, 911, reading a text that the driver reasonably believes
to be an emergency, emergency or law enforcement officer in
official capacity, operator licensed by the FCC and operating
a radio frequency device other than a portable communication
device, and a few others. It also includes a provision that if a
vehicle accident is caused by texting and driving results in death
or serious bodily injury of another person, the offender can
be charged with a Class A misdemeanor punishable by a fine
not to exceed $4000 and confinement in jail for a term not to
exceed one (1) year. The new law is known as the “Alex Brown
Memorial Act” in memory of a West Texas girl who died in a in
a single car crash while on her way to school one morning after
being distracted by text messages on her phone. I know of one
city that has ceased to enforce their more restrictive ordinance
and is considering modifying or eliminating it completely, in
light of the new state law. Other municipalities may consider
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similar action, but until other laws are removed I don’t
recommend taking chances.
Tickets for Driving Without Car Insurance – Senate Bill 1187
became effective on September 1, 2017 and requires a peace
officer to attempt to verify that the vehicle is insured through
the Texas State Vehicle Insurance Verification Program prior to
issuing a citation to a driver of a motor vehicle for operating the
vehicle without financial responsibility. Additionally, the officer
is required to include an affirmation if they were unable to verify
financial liability.
Driver’s Crash Report – Senate Bill 312 went into effect on
September 1, 2017 and states that Driver’s Crash Reports (Form
CR-2) are no longer retained by TxDOT. Drivers involved in
a crash not investigated by a peace officer that involve injury
or damage of $1,000 or more to vehicles or property should
complete and retain this report for their records. State law allows
drivers to move vehicles that are drivable to a safe location and
to exchange insurance information, driver license numbers and
contact information, and they are not required to call or wait for
law enforcement. Speaking from experience though, requesting
and waiting for law enforcement may be a good idea, especially
if damages are visible and significant. I know of several
who were stiffed by those who provided expired insurance
information. See above for Tickets for Driving Without Car
Insurance.
Increased Penalties for Littering – House Bill 1884 became
effective on September 1, 2017 and increased penalties for
certain violations associated with littering. If convicted of illegal
dumping, outdoor burning of household refuse or the disposal of
litter in a cave, the individual will be required to perform a term
of community service not to exceed 60 hours in addition to any
fine or other penalties assessed. Now surveyors are generally a
good and clean sort of folks, but just remember, “Don’t Mess
With Texas.”
Drones – House Bill 1424 took effect on September 1, 2017 and
amends Section 423.0045 of the Government Code to prohibit
operation of an unmanned aircraft (drones, quadcopters) over
correctional facilities (jails, prisons) as well as over “sports
venues” (e.g. an arena, automobile racetrack, coliseum, stadium
or other type of area or facility that has a seating capacity of
30,000 or more).
Drones – House Bill 1643 took effect on September 1, 2017
and it restricts the operation of unmanned aircraft (e.g. drones,
quadcopters) over “concentrated animal feeding operations”,
oil or gas drilling sites, tanks used to store crude oil and gas,
wellheads or chemical production facilities if completely
enclosed by a fence or other physical barrier that is obviously
designated to exclude intruders. The law also permits political
subdivisions (e.g., cities, towns and districts) to regulate drone
use, but only during special events.
Given the tremendous interest in drones/UAVS in surveying,
be mindful that the use of these aircraft requires licensing by
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the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Also, use over
State roadways, unless same is determined as an “emergency”
situation, is not allowed for TxDOT business.
Children Left in Hot Cars – House Bill 478 went into effect on
September 1, 2017 and states that a person who, by force or
otherwise, enters a motor vehicle for the purpose of removing a
vulnerable individual (i.e., a child) from the vehicle is immune
from civil liabilities for damages resulting from that entry or
removal. Simply stated, that person can’t be sued for damages
if they entered the vehicle in good faith and based upon a
reasonable belief and known circumstances that the entry was
necessary to avoid impending harm to the individual. For the
18 years up to and including 2016 at least 107 children died in
Texas after being left in a hot car.
Limited Liability of First Responders – House Bill 590 took
effect on September 1, 2017 and shields first responders who
provide roadside assistance in good faith, from liability related
to their care so long as they are not grossly negligent, reckless or
they commit intentional misconduct.
Notice of Health Benefit Plan Provider Network Status –
House Bill 3276 became effective on September 1, 2017 and
amends Section 241.252 of the Health and Safety Code. It
requires a freestanding emergency medical care facility to post
notice that states the facility is a free standing emergency care
facility, that the facility charges rates comparable to a hospital

SURVEY
MARKING PRODUCTS

FIND US ONLINE
www.berntsen.com

•
•
•
•
•

emergency room and may charge a facility fee, that it may not
be a participating provider in the patient’s health benefit plan
provider network and that a physician providing medical care
at the facility may bill separately from the facility for medical
care provided to a patient, and it must either list the health
benefit plans in which the facility is a participating provider in
the health benefit plan’s provider network or state that facility is
not a participating provider in any health benefit plan provider
network. This may be important if the care you seek is not for
life sustaining, true emergency. By not being in an insurance
network plan, your health insurance may not pay any amount for
the care you or your loved ones receives. The important thing is
that the receiver of emergency medical care know before the care
is administered and that they may responsible for the entire cost.
Again, if a true medical emergency and a life is on the line, cost
is not the most important consideration.
I hope this summary is enlightening and helpful in keeping
you safer and within the law. It is merely a summary of a
few of the new laws, and it is not all there is to know. If you
have any questions about any law, be sure to do your own
research or consult an expert. Remember too, that sometimes
the interpretation of the law is in the hands of the officer or the
jurisdiction in which you find yourself. Be safe in everything that
you do, at home, at work, or anywhere in between and spread the
message to your co-workers and your loved ones.

SURVEY MARKERS & MONUMENTS
CONCRETE MARKERS & DRILL BITS
SURVEY NAILS & WASHERS
REFLECTIVE TARGETS & PRISMS
FLAGGING & WITNESS POSTS
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Aibot X6

Flexible
surveying &
geo-mapping

With the Aibot X6, you can generate
data for orthophotos, 3D models, and
point clouds in high density with great
accuracy. Flight planning software makes
it simple to obtain photogrammetry, all
while saving time and money!
• Safely go where conventional equipment can’t reach
• Point cloud generation, volumetrics, GM creation
• Creation of location & inventory plans, topographic
images, planning fundamentals, and aerial photos
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Call today for
your demo!
1-800-545-0932
www.HOLMANS.com
6201 Jefferson
StTexas
NE, Albuquerque,
NM 87109
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TSPS Annual December Seminar

“Surveying: Boundary Law Essentials 2.0”
Presented by Kenneth G. Gold, RPLS

Saturday, December 2 | 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Omni Hotels Southpark | Austin, Texas
RPLS Members - $230 *** RPLS Non-Members - $330
Paraprofessional Members - $135 *** Paraprofessional Non-Members - $235
Course materials, 8 CEUs (to include 3hrs applicable to Ethics requirements),
and a buffet lunch are included in registration fee.

For more information and to register, visit www.tsps.org/Dec2017
Omni Hotels SouthPark - Austin
Special room rate $99 (mention TSPS) - Friday and/or Saturday nights
Call 512-448-2222 for hotel reservations by Friday, November 17.

QUALITY BEYOND

MEASURE
EASY ONLINE ORDERING!
Your Satisfaction, Guaranteed.

SURVEY MARKERS, CAPS AND ACCESSORIES

800-445-5320
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Job Listings
More job listings can be found online:
www.tsps.org/networking
SURVEY SALES SPECIALIST – AUSTIN & HOUSTON, TX
GEOSHACK
GeoShack is growing and we are looking
to hire a talented Survey Sales Specialist,
who enjoys a challenging, fast-paced
environment that’s both competitive and rewarding. GeoShack is a
leading distributor of leveling, alignment, measurement, guidance and
grade control solutions to the Construction, Survey, Machine Control
and Agricultural markets in North America. We provide our customers a
“total solution” of quality products and services to meet their needs.
The Survey Sales Specialist position requires a working knowledge of
the local survey market with 2-5 years of a proven sales track record and
the ability to develop relationships with customers and provide them
with real, effective solutions. You will be responsible for prospecting
and identifying potential opportunities and closing high value deals
with surveying and engineering firms, and governmental entities in a
dedicated sales territory. You will be selling Topcon GPS, surveying
instruments and robotic total stations.
The successful candidate will possess:
• Minimum 2-5 years sales experience
• Exceptional organizational and communication skills
• Strong achievement drive
• Must be computer literate
• Knowledge of survey, engineering and/or governmental markets
preferred

MULTIPLE POSITIONS AVAILABLE – DALLAS, TX
CRIADO & ASSOCIATES
Criado & Associates, a civil
engineering, land surveying, SUE
and CE&I firm based in North Dallas is expanding and is looking to
fill openings within the Survey Department for all positions, including
Instrument Operator, Party Chief, Survey/CADD Tech and RPLS.
Positions offer full benefits package. Salary is competitive and
commensurate with experience.
Email resume to hr@criadoassociates.com or fax to 972-392-9192.
If you have any questions regarding these positions please feel free to
call Jim Gillis, RPLS at 469.547.6072

SURVEY FIELD PERSONNEL – CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
URBAN ENGINEERING
Urban Engineering, founded in 1965,
is a family owned multi-disciplined
Engineering and Surveying Company
based in Corpus Christi, Texas. We are
currently seeking ideal Survey Field Personnel that may have experience
in Land Surveying, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and/or
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle/Systems (UAV/UAS).
Party Chief, Instrument Man, Rodman
Potential candidates must have working experience in ALTA/NSPS Land
Title Surveys, Boundary and Topographic Surveys, and Construction
Staking. Oil and Gas related Surveying a plus. Knowledge of Trimble
Equipment, Carlson Software/AutoCAD or similar computer-aided
software and Geographic Information Systems desirable.

• Willingness to learn about the products we sell

Candidates expected to be organized, self-sufficient and task driven. All
levels of skilled experience will be considered.

• Positive, sales-oriented personality

Urban Engineering offers a competitive compensation package and

• Business-like, professional appearance

benefits including: Medical/Dental/Vision/Life/401K/Paid Leave

• Prefer Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent.

All offers of employment are contingent upon the prospective employee
passing a background check, drug screen, and driving record.

Benefits:
• Competitive Salary with commissions

Please send all resumes and correspondence to jolenep@urbaneng.com

• Vehicle Allowance
• Travel expenses covered
• Medical, Dental and Vision Insurance
• 401(k) Retirement plan with company match
• Employer paid Life Insurance, and Short and Long-term Disability
• Paid Time Off and Holiday Pay
• Laptop Computer and Cell Phone
If interested, please apply online at geoshack.com/careers.

Follow TSPS for job listing alerts!
facebook.com/TSPS.org
twitter.com/texassurveyor
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MULTIPLE POSITIONS AVAILABLE – DFW, TX
JACOBS ENGINEERING GROUP, INC.
Jacobs Engineering Group Inc., one of
the world’s largest and most diverse
providers of professional technical services is seeking an I-Man and SIT
in Fort Worth and a SIT in Dallas.
Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer and
employment selection decisions are based on merit, qualifications, and
abilities. Jacobs does not discriminate in employment opportunities or
practices on the basis of: race, color, religion, gender, national origin,
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, veteran status or any
other characteristic protected by country, regional or local law.
More information about these positions can be found at www.jacobs.com
and interested candidates should submit their resumes in confidence to
Sheena.Barthold@jacobs.com and/or apply online.
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SURVEY PARTY CHIEF – CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
BASS & WELSH ENGINEERING
Currently we are looking for a talented individual to join our team as a
Survey Party Chief on a permanent, long-term basis.
DESIRED EXPERIENCE & SKILL:
• Experience as a Party Chief performing construction staking,
boundary, ALTA, and topographic surveys
• Experience with GPS and Robotic Total Station equipment using
Survey Pro software with point and line codes.
• Good working knowledge of robotic total stations, GPS, survey
calculations, and data collectors
• Good organization, note-taking, and writing skills
PRIMARY ROLE:
• Will work primarily in the field on control, boundary, subdivision,
and topographic surveys, as Party Chief of a one- to two-person
field crew
Job Requirements
• Strong computer skills including Microsoft Excel. AutoCAD and
Civil 3D experience a plus.
• Ability to work well independently and on a team.
• Ability to lead a survey crew in a productive and effective manner.
• Ability to communicate ideas and technical information to staff,
supervisors and clients in a professional manner.
• Travel as necessary to meet the needs of the position with some
overnight travel required.
Benefits • Profit Sharing and Paid Medical Insurance
Apply via Email: stef.bwengineering@gmail.com

MULTIPLE POSITIONS AVAILABLE – FORT WORTH, TX
TOPOGRAPHIC, INC.
Founded in 1958, Topographic, Inc.
is a complete-service specialist in
surveying and engineering. For nearly
60 years, our success has been driven by our core values of loyalty,
innovation and legacy. Topographic brings its clients the tested value of
historical knowledge and traditional customer service values, but with all
of the investment value of innovative technologies producing best-inclass results.
Survey Project Manager – Fort Worth Office, Civil Division
As a Survey Project Manager you will be responsible for the overall
success of each project from planning, execution, to completion. You
will direct and develop a team of professional survey technicians and
field crews working on multi-disciplinary projects that vary in scale,
scope and location.
Qualifications
• 5+ years of progressive surveying and management experience in
ALTA/ASCM land title surveys, topography, boundary surveys,
platting and construction staking
• Prior experience managing, leading and developing other
employees
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• Working knowledge of Trimble Business Center, Trimble survey
equipment and Carlson Survey. Familiarity with AuotCAD Civil 3D
and 3D laser scanners is a plus.
• Maintains strong client working relationships and serves as primary
coordinator between firm and client ensuring effective clear
communication of project goals and objectives
• Demonstrated leadership skills to manage multiple registered
surveyors, technicians and field crews to deliver multi-disciplinary
projects
• Ability to work successfully in a collaborative team environment
• Experience in project proposals, contract negotiations, budgets, and
fee estimates
• Knowledge of and ability to estimate costs associated with technical
tasks
• Firm understanding of project financial performance metrics
Survey Technician – Fort Worth Office, Civil Division & Energy Division
As a Survey Technician you will work under the direct supervision to
support a Survey Project Manager, RPLS or PE for challenging projects
working on multi-disciplinary projects that vary in scale, scope and
location.
Qualifications
• 2+ years of progressive surveying experience in ALTA/ASCM land
title surveys, topography, boundary surveys, platting and construction
staking
• Working knowledge of Trimble Business Center, Trimble survey
equipment and Carlson Survey. Familiarity with AuotCAD Civil 3D
and 3D laser scanners is a plus.
• Solid understanding of Coordinate Systems and Datums.
• Experience with survey coordinate data and the reduction of field
notes
• Ability to perform survey related research using online resources or
physical county records
• Ability to work successfully in a collaborative team environment
• Strong written and verbal skills
• Degree Requirements: Associates or Technical Two-year degree is
preferred.
Benefits Package
Topographic, Inc. provides a VERY generous benefits package that
includes: Competitive salary, performance bonuses, Health, Dental, Life,
Short Term Disability, Supplemental Policies, 401K, Flexible Spending
Accounts, Health Savings Account, PTO and paid Holidays. EEO/Drug
Free Workplace. Applicant must successfully complete a drug screen for
hire and is subject to corporate random screening.
Send resumes to erik.dumas@topographic.com

TSPS MEMBERS!
Subscribe to receive INSTANT job listing notifications:
1. Visit www.tsps.org/networking
2. Click on Subscribe to login to the website
3. Select relevant categories, then save your
preferences
You’ll receive an email alert for each new listing posted.
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MULTIPLE POSITIONS AVAILABLE – KATY, TX
WEST BELT SURVEYING, INC.

RPLS – ROUND ROCK, TX
MARSHALL LANCASTER & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Land Surveying Company (West HoustonKaty, TX) is seeking a:

Marshall Lancaster & Associates, Inc. is an
established, highly reputable DFW area professional
land surveying firm seeking a dependable and
motivated Texas Registered Professional Land
Surveyor to open and manage a new office in the
Austin/Round Rock area. The ideal candidate will be:

• Party Chief with a minimum of 3
Years Experience with ALTA\ACSM
Land Title Surveys, Boundary and Topographic Surveys. Prefer
experience with Leica Total Station, Carlson data collector and
Leica GPS.
• Instrument person: 1 year experience required with Leica Total
Station, Carlson data collector and Leica GPS.
We offer competitive wages, comprehensive Medical/Dental Insurance
with HSA Account, vacation & sick leave, 401K and a good work
environment. Applicants must be self-motivated, pass background check,
drug test and have valid driver license.
Fax resume to 281 492-6026 or e-mail to
westbeltsurveyingjobs@gmail.com.

MULTIPLE POSITIONS AVAILABLE – CEDAR PARK, TEXAS
SURVTEX, LLC
SURVTEX, LLC of Cedar Park, TX
(North Austin) is seeking:
• Senior Survey Technicians and Senior
Party Chiefs - Experienced leaders with a minimum of 4 years
working on Boundary, ALTA/ACSM Survey, Topographic/Tree
Survey, and Construction Staking projects. Preference will be given
to candidates with TxDOT experience or CST certification.
• Field Personnel - Motivated and dependable applicants of all levels.
SURVTEX offers competitive wages, paid vacation & sick leave,
401(K), and healthcare. TBPLS Firm #10084600
Please send your resume to jason.parker@survtex.com.

RPLS – HOUSTON, TEXAS
WINDROSE SURVEYING & LAND SERVICES
Windrose Surveying & Land Services, and
its subsidiary Arthur Surveying, are hiring for
motivated, licensed RPLS’s to build our growing
network of companies that specialize in bestin-class survey quality. Our focus is to offer a
rewarding, challenging work environment that delivers with a client-first
mentality. Our scope of responsibility for the RPLS includes:
• Strong organization skills in managing projects and orders
• Adherence to quality control standards and proactively
troubleshooting potential issues

• Able to adhere to the principles and practices of the Professional
Land Surveying Practices Act
• Well versed in the preparation of ALTA surveys, topographic
surveys, commercial construction development, and heavy civil
projects
• Proficient in the operation of or ability to learn Carlson Survey,
C&G Survey, and Trimble Business Center
• Experienced with the operation of Trimble robotics and GPS
equipment (scanner a plus)
• Capable of correctly completing projects on time and within budget
• Able to work efficiently with minimal supervision
• Effective in leading and training others in the workplace and in
communicating with clients
• Adept at managing multiple projects and tasks
To confidentially apply for this exciting opportunity, please email your
current resume in Word or PDF format to hr@mla-survey.com.

MULTIPLE POSITIONS AVAILABLE – TEXAS
MSM SURVEYING & MAPPING
MSM Surveying & Mapping seeking qualified
candidates for work throughout Texas. Positions
listed below:
• Texas Professional Land Surveyor
• Survey Tech
• Party Chief
• Rodman
Top pay, sign on bonus and relocation assistance for qualified personnel.
Send resume to markvmatthews@gmail.com

For Sale

• Advising survey technicians and field crew in proper surveying
standards and boundary reconstruction methods

Surveying Firm for Sale

• Working knowledge of ACAD Civil 3D and Carlson

Fort Worth, TX | Est. 1979

• Familiarity with SurveyStars project mgmt. system is a plus
This is an excellent long-term opportunity with a growing family of
survey companies. RPLS license in Texas is required.
Contact Robert Kness at Robert.kness@windroseservices.com, or Josh
Sienkiewicz at josh.sienk@arthursurveying.com
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• A Texas RPLS, well versed in the concepts, principles, theories, and
methods used in professional land surveying

38 Years of Files, Office & Field Equip, Furniture, Etc.
Contact:
Coy Landes, 817-781-0616, clandes@landes-assoc.com
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RENT SURVEY AND
MAPPING EQUIPMENT
For more information contact Advanced Geodetic Surveys, Inc.
Phone: (979) 553-4677 or Toll Free: (877) 755-4680
Visit our PERMIAN BASIN STORE at
1905 East 7th Street - Odessa, TX 79761
Houston
Area | Location:
23111
The
Texas Surveyor
November 2017

FM 1462 - Damon, TX 77430

www.AGSGPS.com35
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T.B.P.L.S. Firm No. 10001100
T.B.P.E. Firm No. F-115

tasurveying@suddenlink.net
2GTT[6JQORUQP,T
2TGUKFGPV2'42.5

TBPLS No. 10072700
2205 E. 5th Street Austin, TX 78702

5VGXGP,(TGGOCP++
/CPCIGT42.5%(/

1595 E. Grande Blvd.
Tyler, Tx. 75703

Ray Nunez, Jr.
Specializing in:

Manager

2000 Bering Dr., Suite 1000
Houston, TX 77057
Office: 713.244.2867
Fax: 713.244.2872
Cell: 281.813.1107
rnunez@texasamerican.com
Serving over 25 Counties
www.texasdeedsearch.com
“We are the final source”

Deeds, Liens &
Title Reports
ABSTRACTING SERVICES

L. J. (Joey) Stanger, RPLS
President

R. S. (Shane) Neally, RPLS
Vice-President

Licensed Surveyors in Texas,
Louisiana, Oklahoma and Arkansas





Preston Maxfield
Vice-President

Phone: 903.534.0174

Oil & Gas Surveying
Fax: 903.534.8060
Boundary & Topographic Surveying
Web: www.stangercorp.com
Geographic Information System
High Definition Surveying
TBPLS Firm No.: 10025700

TBPLS No. #10078400

Licensed Professional Land Surveyor in TX

Civil  Structural  Survey  Forensics  IPD

Licensed Landscape Architect in TX

TBPLS No. #10034100

Brian R. Wade, LA, RPLS

Associate/Survey Department Manager

C: 214 / 288-5150
P: 214 / 739-8100

bwade@rlginc.com

Associate/Survey Department Manager
bwade@rlginc.com
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P: 214 / 739-8100

5445 La Sierra, Suite 300, LB 17

F: 214 / 739-6354

Dallas, Texas 75231

Est. 1953

Licensed Professional Land Surveyor in TX

Civil  Structural  Survey  Forensics  IPD

Brian R. Wade, LA, RPLS

rlginc.com

Raymond L. Goodson Jr., Inc.

Licensed Landscape Architect in TX

C: 214 / 288-5150
P: 214 / 739-8100
rlginc.com

Raymond L. Goodson Jr., Inc.

P: 214 / 739-8100

5445 La Sierra, Suite 300, LB 17

F: 214 / 739-6354

Dallas, Texas 75231

Est. 1953
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UNITED GEO TECHNOLOGIES, LLC
P HOTOGRAMMETRY / A ERIAL M APPING
O RTHOPHOTO IMAGERY
G EOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SERVICES

Patsy Ingram
7715 Mainland Dr., Suite 110
San Antonio, TX 78250
Phone: (210) 684-2147
pingram@unitedgeotech.com
www.unitedgeotech.com

President

State of Texas HUB
SCTRCA Certified DBE
Small, Woman Owned Business

E.L. “Buster” Sartain
Registered Professional Land Surveyor
buster@elssurveying.com

SURVEYING
&
MAPPING, INC.

TBPLS No. #10032000

Texas Firm # 10032700
Louisiana Lic # 665
Arkansas Lic # 1413

Cell: 903-539-4500
Office: 903-581-7759
2004 W. Grande Blvd.
Tyler, TX 75703
www.elssurveying.com

An Autodesk Gold Partner oﬀering BIM
Solu�ons and services for the AEC industry.

480 N. Sam Houston Pkwy E. Suite 234
Houston, TX 77060
(281) 445-6161

www.GraitecUSA.com

Trimble Sales, Rentals,
Service, Supplies &
Pre-Owned Equipment
AUSTIN - 512.282.4099
116 East Huntland Drive
Austin, TX 78752

SAN ANTONIO - 210.490.4604
12077 Starcrest
San Antonio, TX 78247

martininstrument.com

Jeff Ryall
Phone
Service/Repair
E-mail
Address

713-516-5446
713-779-0900
jeff.ryall@leicaus.com
10621 Harwin #318
Houston, TX 77036

Technical Sales: Digital Levels, Total Stations,
Robotics, RTK GPS & Nova Robotic/Scanners
www.leica-geosystems.us
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2017 Annual SurPAC Campaign
Donation Form

SurPAC provides TSPS the means to create and
maintain a presence in the legislative process.
Please help us to continue to promote and protect
the surveying profession.

Coming Events
View more details and register for coming events
at www.tsps.org/calendar.

December
Dec 2

YES! I would like to support SurPAC and its efforts
by donating $ __________________
Please print:
First Name _____________________________________

TSPS December Seminar
Omni Hotels SouthPark
4041 Governors’ Row | Austin, TX 78744

January 2018
Jan 27

Last Name _____________________________________

1st Quarterly Board Meeting
Austin Marriott North
2600 La Frontera Blvd. | Round Rock, TX 78681

Employer _______________________________________
______________________________________________

February

Address ________________________________________

Feb 16-17

_______________________________________________
C/S/Z _________________________________________
Phone (________)________________________________
Email __________________________________________

April
Apr 28

Payment Information
□ Check # _______
□ VISA □ MC □ AMEX □ DISCOVER
Card # _________________________________________

Billing Zipcode _________________________________

Aug 3-4

Personal credit card donations can also be sent via:

3rd Quarterly Board & Strategic Meeting
Sheraton Georgetown Texas
Hotel & Conference Center
1101 Woodlawn Avenue | Georgetown, TX 78628

October
Oct 3-6

67th Annual TSPS Convention & Tech Expo
Galveston Island Convention Center at
The San Luis Resort
5600 Seawall Blvd. | Galveston, TX 77554

Oct 4

Annual TSPS Business Meeting
Galveston Island Convention Center at
The San Luis Resort
5600 Seawall Blvd. | Galveston, TX 77554

Please mail this form along with a personal check to:
TSPS SurPAC
2525 Wallingwood Dr., Ste. 300
Austin, TX 78746

2nd Quarterly Board Meeting
Austin Marriott North
2600 La Frontera Blvd. | Round Rock, TX 78681

August

Exp Date _______________ Sec. Code _______________
Cardholder_____________________________________

TSPS 2018 Symposium
Embassy Suites San Marcos
Hotel & Convention Center
1001 E. McCarty Lane | San Marcos, TX 78666

Fax: 512-327-7872
Email: djkyle@tsps.org
www.tsps.org/SurPAC
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THE WORLD’S FASTEST
GNSS RTK ROVER
Introducing the Leica GS18 T, the first true tilt compensation solution that is immune to magnetic
disturbances. The bubble no longer has to be centered. As a matter-of-fact, you can forget about the
bubble. In addition to that, the system is calibration-free, so no long-winded procedures are required.
Just turn it on and go.

First True
Tilt Compensation

Works Out Of The Box,
Calibration-Free

Immune To Magnetic
Disturbances

www.ForgetTheBubble.com

For more information please contact:
Jeff.ryall@leicaus.com
713-516-5446
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Average Turnaround Time
is Less than 3 Days!

Can’t wait to get your equipment ﬁxed? At Martin Instrument,
we have the latest diagnostic equipment on site and 5
Trimble Certiﬁed Technicians ready to get you back on the job.
We have the highest certiﬁcation from Trimble as a Level 3
Trimble Service Provider - our repairs go out
right the ﬁrst time. Try out the fastest service
turnaround in the survey industry.
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Visit martininstrument.com/service and submit a service request today!

The Texas Surveyor | November 2017

