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The Importance of the TRS as Public Policy
Becomes More Local

Public policy is becoming more local. The Medicare
Access & CHIP Reauthorization Act (MACRA), the
so-called SGR fix, is an example. MACRA is the
most significant change in payment policy in more
than 25 years. MACRA’s effects on payment are
often referred to as a shift from volume- to valuedriven care, but the effects also could be described
as a shift from national to local control. This is
important to the Texas Radiological Society (TRS),
since this shift represents an opportunity to increase
our relevance. I believe there are several strategies
that can help us successfully navigate this changing
landscape. These approaches center on education,
communication and collaboration.

First, some background is needed. Over the past 25
years, payment policy has largely been implemented
at a national, or federal, level. For example, the
Medicare Physician Fee Schedule is a national fee
schedule with payment amounts determined through
a central AMA committee, the RUC, and then by the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
through a national annual rule-making process.
MACRA is different and more local. Granted, the
general rules and regulations of MACRA will largely
be determined nationally, but implementation will
vary and occur locally.
The TRS has a history of delivering radiology
education in Texas. This is true in the scientific,
research and public policy domains. Our leadership
in education will continue and increase as MACRA

evolves. We know that the ACR will influence
MACRA’s regulations at the national level. But
the TRS’s job will be to translate the practical
implications of those regulations back to our Texas
members – and do so in a way that is relevant to our
state. For example, if CMS were to create a new,
alternative payment model, the TRS could evaluate
how the model applies to patients and physicians in
Texas. Then, the TRS could educate our members
on the model specifics, including potential strategies
and practical implications.
Next, the TRS can enable communication at multiple
levels, including serving as a conduit for
communication between TRS members and national
organizations like the ACR, and national policy
making bodies, such as CMS (including the CMS
Innovation Center) and the Physician-Focused
Payment Model Technical Advisory Commission
(PTAC). Let’s say one of the members successfully
creates and pilots a new delivery or payment
model. The TRS can encourage the sharing of that
experience with the ACR and national policymakers,
encouraging more wide-spread adoption. Likewise,
we can serve as a conduit for communication and
collaboration between our members and member
practices across the state, sharing best practices for
patient care.
Finally, collaboration is relevant as well. As the voice
of radiology in our state, we should make sure that
(continued on page 5)

Camaraderie

104th ANNUAL

Old friends reconnect and
new friends are made.
Attendees also enjoyed
meeting former classmates
and faculty and discussing
opportunities with potential
future employers.
For more photos, visit the
TRS Facebook page!

April 7-9, 2017

Quality Speakers
Many hot topics were discussed including ACR RADS Classification,
Economics & Health Policy, Incidentalomas, and Prostate Cancer. Thank
you to all of our speakers for your time, great presentations and valuable
discussions.

Valuable CME
Attendees had access to up to 20 hours of CME, much of which was interactive with case
presentations and the use of an audience response system.
Residents participated in a fun and competitive game of Medical Jeopardy!
Radiation Oncologist and Medical Physicists enjoyed their specialty program.
Congratulations Jennifer Westmoreland, MD (University of Texas Medical Branch – Galveston) who
won the Audience Favorite Poster Award for Zebras in the Barn - Rare Lessons in Breast Imaging.

2

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Informative
Exhibits

Moody Garden Hotel & Spa | Galveston, TX

Awards
We celebrated together with another great Awards Dinner. Members gathered to honor
and recognize their peers for their outstanding service to radiology.
Cynthia S. Sherry, MD, FACR received the 41st TRS Gold Medal.
Stephen L. Brown, MD, FACR received the Outgoing President Award.
Wojciech J. Kaplczynski, MD, won the TRS Foundation’s Guiberteau Award for
Resident Excellence.

From hardware to software
and medical books to
business services, attendees
greatly enjoyed and benefited
from the “one-stop shopping
experience” provided by the
wide array of products and
services in the exhibit hall.

In addition, we were honored to have a total of twelve Past TRS Presidents in
attendance, along with six Gold Medalists, including our most recent honoree. It’s a true
testament to the strength of the organization when so many past leaders and honorees
continue to participate actively in the TRS.

Productive
Leadership
Meetings
Congrats to the “Break the Case” Winners
Practicing Radiologist: Michael Orsi, MD – South Texas Radiological Group
Resident: Jason Low, MD – The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston

TRS leaders discussed issues
and formulated TRS policies
during a ½-day leadership
meeting. We are making good
progress towards meeting
goals and objectives outlined
in the strategic plan.

This marks Dr. Orsi’s win for three years in a row and Dr. Low’s win for two years in a
row. By solving the majority of the unknown cases, they get bragging rights as the
“Brainiest Radiologist at the 2017 TRS Annual Meeting!”

Special Thanks!
A special thanks to the following platinum level ($7,500) exhibitors:
Siemens Healthcare
Zotec Partners
Thanks also to Guerbert, LLC, for their gold level
($5,000) contribution.
We look forward to continued partnerships in the future!
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Texas
Radiology
Movers and
Shakers

ACR 2017 Meeting Highlights
Renita Fonseca, CMP, Executive Director

Congratulations to our
members who represent
radiology and the TRS in
leadership positions on the
national medical scene:
Lane Donnelly, MD
(Houston) is serving his
seventh year as a Trustee
on the American Board of
Radiology (ABR) currently
representing Quality
and Safety (previously
representing Pediatric
Radiology).
Geoffrey Ibbott, PhD, FACR
(Houston) is serving his last
year on the ABR’s Board of
Governors as the Secretary
Treasurer.
Darlene Metter, MD, FACR
(San Antonio) is serving an
appointed four-year term
on the 13-member federal
Advisory Committee on the
Medical Uses of Isotopes
(ACMUI) as the diagnostic
radiologist to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.
Debra Monticciolo, MD,
FACR (Temple) continues
her service on the Board
of Chancellors (BOC) for
the American College of
Radiology (ACR) as an
appointed member, and as
Chair of the Commission on
Breast Imaging.
Jay Parikh, MD, FACR
(Houston) will serve on
the Board of the National
Consortium of Breast Centers.
(continued on page 5)
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Congratulations to our 2017 New Fellows (L to R): Borowski, Cody, Fielding, Dornbluth, Pennington and
Hatab (Albuquerque not pictured)
Over 80 Texas members, including 37 TRS
leaders, attended ACR2017: The Crossroads of
Radiology held May 20-25, 2017 at the Marriott
Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC. These
are a few of the highlights of the action-packed
conference:

uncertainty and chaos facing health care in the US
and the impossible task of predicting the future.
He forecasted several possible trends in health
spending and lauded the ACR for its initiatives,
including Imaging 3.0®, which are leading the
profession through such unpredictability.

Double Victory for the TRS! The TRS won the
Chapter Recognition Award for Overall Excellence
in Division D for the
eighth time in 10 years!
(This year it tied with
North Carolina for the
award.) Thanks to our
great team of volunteer
leaders and staff for
consistently making our Texas Chapter the premier
chapter of the ACR. In addition, the TRS also
won the RADPAC award for the State with Most
Contributors in 2016.

CEO & BOC Chair Reports: James Brink, MD,
FACR, and William Thorwarth Jr, MD, FACR,
reported on the state of the ACR from the Board
of Chancellor (BOC) chair’s perspective and the
CEO’s perspective, respectively. Both Brink
and Thorwarth described the innovations and
accomplishments that enhance the value of the
society to its members as well as the radiology
profession. The ACR leaders outlined specific key
objectives based on the ACR strategic plan, which
was approved by the BOC in 2014.

Presidential Address: Bibb Allen Jr, MD, FACR,
outlined radiology’s roadmap to success in the
ever-changing world of health care in his address
“Ahead of the Curve.”
The Keynote Address: GE Chairman and CEO
Jeffrey Immelt forecast the future of the health care
industry and described strategies for approaching
artificial intelligence in radiology during an
engaging Q&A session led by Chair of the ACR
Board of Chancellors, James Brink, MD, FACR.
The Moreton Lecture “Forecasting Futures of
Radiology at the Crossroads: It’s All Downhill
from Here on Up” was given by Jeffrey C. Bauer,
PhD. Bauer’s comments focused on the significant

ACR Council Meeting: Texas Councilors and
Alternate Councilors engaged in the ACR
governance process and the development of
practice parameters, technical standards and
College policy during the annual council meeting
by debating and discussing 45 different resolutions.
Karla Sepulveda, MD, helped lead the discussion
and also chaired Reference Committee IV. Rajeev
Suri, MBBS served on Reference Committee II.

ACR Meeting Highlights (continued from page 4)
Capitol Hill Day: Radiologists from around the
country, including 20 members from Texas,
flocked to Capitol Hill to advocate for radiology
and educate members of Congress about patient
care. Topics discussed included CT colonography
screening, other early detection screening and
National Institutes of Health (NIH) cuts.
Radiologist Running for Congress: Members
were introduced to radiologist Stephen Ferrara,
MD, FSIR, a Scottsdale, Arizona native who
recently retired from the Navy after a distinguished
25-year career culminating in his role as the Navy’s
Chief Medical Officer and Director of Clinical
Operations. Ferrara will be running for the House
seat in District 9 of Arizona in 2018.
Economics Forum: The Viability of Radiology:
A multitude of payment challenges facing
radiologists — from the value of fee for service to
the complexities of future payment models — were
elucidated at the two-part 2017 Economics Forum.
Moderated by TRS President Ezequiel Silva III, MD,
FACR, Chair of the Commission on Economics,
the session highlighted the ACR’s efforts to ensure

Capitol Hill Day

the economic viability of the field of radiology. TRS
member Kurt A. Schoppe, MD, Chair of the ACR
Reimbursement and Practice Expense Committee,
joined the forum to discuss finding the real value in
fee for service. He showcased the efforts of the RVS
Update Committee (RUC), which helps shape the
resources needed to provide the physician services
that CMS considers when developing relative value
units (RVUs).
MACRA Workshop: Ezequiel Silva III, MD, FACR
led a MACRA/Quality Payment Program Workshop
as well as a Q&A session on Understanding CMS
Quality Programs & Practice Impact.
Images to Dollars: The Basics of Healthcare
Payments: TRS member Kurt A. Schoppe, MD
moderated a session that covered how radiologists
get paid. Schoppe and the invited speakers walked
through the payment process from the generation of
CPT codes and how code values are assigned at the
RUC to the negotiation of managed care contracts,
and concluded with how value-based payments are
being managed.

Dr. Kirk accepts
RADPAC Award

(continued on page 7)

TRS Members celebrating our new
Fellows at Equinox Restaurant

President’s Message (continued from front page)
our voice is heard by as many other medical organizations as possible. The Texas Medical Association
(TMA) would be the best venue for making this happen. To their credit, the TMA has been vocal regarding
the implementation of MACRA and the inevitable reporting burden associated with it. The TRS should
ensure that radiology’s needs and concerns are part of these discussions. We have the opportunity to
increase our presence within the TMA. We can only do this by encouraging TRS members and practices
to join the TMA. Then, radiologists must actively participate at the state and county level by attending
meetings and serving on TMA committees. We then can communicate happenings at the TMA back to our
own members electronically, in print, and at our meetings.
Medicine, including radiology, is faced with a challenging opportunity prompted by MACRA. We can
improve the quality of care we provide and elevate our importance to the rest of medicine. But this will
require education, communication and collaboration, all of which the TRS is well-positioned to provide. In
doing so, the TRS will increase its relevance to our members, the broader house of medicine, and to the
public.

Movers and
Shakers
(continued from page 4)

Ezequiel Silva III, MD, FACR
(San Antonio) continues to
serve a three-year term on the
ACR’s Board of Chancellors
as Chairman of the
Commission on Economics.
Dr. Silva has also been
appointed by the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) to serve on a
subcommittee specializing in
Peripheral Vascular Disease
Management.

Need Help
with MIPS/
MACRA?
TMF Health Quality Institute
works with eligible physicians
and clinicians to help them
transition to the Merit-based
Incentive Payment System
(MIPS) and successfully
advance through the
program’s performance
categories by providing
technical assistance,
education, outreach and
distribution of learning
modules. MIPS is one of two
new payment paths under
the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services’ (CMS)
Quality Payment Program
(QPP). Join the Quality
Payment Program Learning
and Action Network (LAN)
at https://www.tmfqin.org/
Networks/Quality-PaymentProgram to receive free
educational resources and
request technical assistance.
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Star Radiology
Groups

TRS Successful this Legislative Session,
Even While Most Were Not

The TRS would like to
recognize and thank the
following radiology groups,
who demonstrate their strong
support of the ACR and TRS
by paying dues on behalf of all
their members:

The 85th Legislative Session was one full of more conflict, and sometimes chaos, than any in recent
years. With the difficult political environment and significant challenges posed to advocates across
the board in 2017, many in the Capitol suffered the consequences of exceptionally low passage rates.
However, the TRS scored big with a huge number of successes, with 8 of our 11 issues resulting in a
favorable outcome. We are proud to have successfully engaged as policy experts and thought leaders for
radiology and the practice of medicine this session. See below for a summary of our successes.

Austin Radiological
Association
Bryan Radiology Associates
Diagnostic Imaging
Associates AMC
Gulf Imaging Associates, PA
Houston Radiology Associated
Radiology and Imaging of
South Texas
Radiology Associates of
Beaumont
Radiology Associates of North
Texas, PA
Radiology Associates of
San Antonio, PA
Radiology Associates of
Wichita Falls
Radiology Consultants LLP
Radiology Partners/CIRPA
South Texas Radiology Group
Synergy Radiology
Associates, PA
Texarkana Radiology
Associates
Texas Radiology Associates,
LLP
(continued on page 7)
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Visit www.txrad.org/legislative to read about these bills in more detail.

ACR Meeting Highlights (continued from page 5)
Neiman Institute Releases Breast Screening
Bundle Tool: A new free resource was announced
which allows radiology practices to estimate
professional, technical, and global bundled prices
for breast cancer screening bundles using different
assumptions for which services are included,
service utilization, and reimbursement rates.
Deep Learning, Clinical Data Science and
Radiology: This popular session helped identify
how radiologists can adapt to a host of machine
learning tools and other technology that are
becoming increasingly pervasive in the field. There
was a particular emphasis on separating hype from
reality, and on being “prepared, not scared” when
faced with machine learning.
ACR Data Science Institute: The ACR
announced the creation of a new ACR Data Science
Institute (DSI) which will work with government,
industry and others to guide and facilitate the
appropriate development and implementation of
artificial intelligence (AI) tools to help radiologists
improve medical imaging care.
Diversity Forum: Paving a Path: This year’s
Diversity Forum looked at mentorship and how
imaging specialists can clear the pipeline for

women and minorities.
ACR Convocation: Over 100 recipients donned
their caps, gowns, and colors representing their
medical schools and marched down the aisles
to receive their ACR Fellowship. Seven TRS
Members were among those honored, including:
Kevin Albuquerque, MD, Adam Borowski, MD,
Dianna Cody, PhD, N. Carol Dornbluth, MD, Julia
Fielding, MD, Mustapha Hatab, PhD and Deborah
Pennington, MD. A celebratory dinner was held at
Equinox Restaurant in their honor.

Star Radiology
Groups
(continued from page 6)

Tyler Radiology Associates,
PA
University of Texas Medical
Branch
Valley Radiologists &
Associates
Victoria Radiology Associates

Texas Well Represented at ACR: Congratulations
to Darlene Metter, MD, FACR who was re-elected
for a second 3-year term on the ACR’s Council
Steering Committee (CSC). Ezequiel Silva III,
MD, FACR and Debra Monticciolo, MD, FACR
will continue their terms on the ACR’s BOC.
Renita Fonseca, TRS Executive Director gave a
presentation on TRS success stories at the Chapter
Leaders’ Workshop.

To set up group billing for your
group’s members, please
contact the ACR’s
membership department at
(800) 347-7748 or email
Barney Lau at BLau@acr.org

Resources: Some of the highlights are excerpts
from the ACR 2017 Daily Updates. Full coverage of
the meeting will be available in the August issue of
the ACR Bulletin.

The Artistry of Sabino Glass
Former TRS President Cynthia Sherry has a lovely, small collection of
Sabino glass. Dr. Sherry notes, “To me, Sabino glass is artistically
beautiful but also has an intriguing, compelling history. The artist,
Ernesto Marius Sabino (1878-1961), was born in Sicily and moved as a child with his family to France. He studied
at the L’Ecole Nationale des Arts Decoratifs and the Beaux Arts de Paris. He originally worked with wood and
bronze, but became interested in the newly-invented phenomenon of electricity and the challenge of coupling it
with glass light fixtures. This passion ultimately led to his signature glass formula for a fiery, opalescent crystal.
His formula utilized elemental gold to attain rich, red-orange-yellow hues to create a magnificent “fire in ice”
effect. He would design wooden molds and then mouth-blow his glass into them, creating wonderful artistic pieces.”
According to Dr. Sherry, Sabino was a world-renowned artist who designed a wide variety of unique pieces on commission,
including large chandeliers for luxury liners, sconces for Shahs, and thrones for Maharajas. Eventually, when Art Deco
became popular he began designing a variety of smaller pieces for home décor. The outbreak of World War II put an end to
his great artistry. The ravages of war broke Sabino’s artistic spirit until his death in 1961.
Today, a small factory is still working in France under the careful eye of Sabino’s son, where they use the Sabino’s original
wooden molds, equipment, and formula, even in the same old building. His work is preserved as part of France’s cultural
heritage. Dr. Sherry’s collection is seen in this photo, which was taken to allow natural light to shine through and reveal the colors within the
glass designs. Dr. Sherry commented, “My collection includes eight whimsical knife rests, a Koi bowl, and thanks to Renita and the TRS, one
perfume bottle, which was added to my collection at the end of my TRS presidency.”
Do you have an interesting story, passion or hobby that you’d like to share? Feel free to email Amie Driggers at amie@txrad.org or post
on the TRS Facebook page.
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TitleYou
Thank
Text
Thanks to the following
radiology groups for their
generous 2017 contributions
to the TRS Foundation!

The Value of the TRS Foundation
$25,000

$10,000

TRS
Welcomes
New Staff
Amie Driggers is
our newest TRS
team member
supporting
marketing and
communications. Several
TRS members have already
met Amie at the 2017 Annual
Meeting Registration Desk!
Amie spent 10 years as a
Project Manager at Starbucks
Headquarters in Seattle.
Amie and her family moved
to San Antonio in 2012
where she worked part time
at HEB headquarters as an
Inventory Planner and writing
training documents. Amie
is passionate about adding
process improvements
and efficiencies to any
assignment. In her free time
she enjoys staying active with
her husband and two young
boys. You can also find her
running in the warm southern
sun that has become one of
her favorite parts of living in
Texas.
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Sidney C. Roberts, MD, FACR, Secretary

The Texas Radiological Society Foundation exists
to educate radiologists not only in the medical
practice of radiology but also to be strong leaders
on the economic, business, and ethical side of
medicine. We feel strongly that Texas radiologists
need to be true leaders in our hospitals, practices,
communities, and ultimately for the benefit of our
patients. Our educational and leadership tools are
designed to deliver on that mission.
In 2016 more than $28,000 was dispersed for
scholarships, fellowships, lectures and awards,
to the direct benefit of you, our members, and the
patients we serve. Read below to find out how
these programs are already having an impact on
our profession.

Radiology Leadership Institute:
“The RLI summit was an
enriching experience as a young
practicing radiologist. It covered
interesting topics that we do not
learn during our training but are
key on a daily basis. I especially
enjoyed the workshops about
negotiation skills and how to make your practice
more efficient, and I was able to apply what I
learned in my current job. Having the opportunity
to share experiences with other radiologists at
different stages of their careers was, in my opinion,
the most valuable learning activity in the summit.
I am excited about the 2017 RLI summit and I’m
looking forward to it.”
Claudia Cotes, MD
The Rose Galleria, Houston
“The RLI conference was a great
experience. I met several people
at RLI that I was able to network
with at larger meetings, like
RSNA. At RLI, you meet people
from both academic and private
groups and get an opportunity
to learn how people from different institutions
deal with any number of radiology-related issues
like radiology business models and promotion
pathways. The courses are also very relevant for
career development. There were presentations on
personal branding and contract negotiations that
I particularly enjoyed. RLI provides something for
everyone, from the fledgling assistant professor to
the seasoned department chair.”
Nickolas Beckmann, MD
UT Health Science Center at Houston
(continued on page 9)

The Value of the TRSF (continued from page 8)
James M. Moorefield Fellowship in Economics
& Health Policy:
“The Moorefield Fellowship was a
fantastic experience. While I
truly enjoy “clinical” radiology, I
believe my knowledge and talents
in health policy, economics,
and finance will make me a
valuable resource not only for my
future group but also for radiology in general. The
Moorefield Fellowship increased my knowledge in
these areas and allowed me to meet others who
share similar interests. The Fellowship has provided
me the opportunity to join several subcommittees
through the ACR, which, without the fellowship,
would likely not be possible.”
Jeff Stevens, MD
PGY-4, Radiology Resident
Scott & White Medical Center

The mission of the TRS Foundation
is to support the educational
and charitable interests of the
Texas
Radiological
Society.

Rutherford-Lavanty Fellowship in Government
Relations:
“It was extremely valuable seeing
firsthand how ACR’s Government
Relations office represents
radiologists on Capitol Hill.
Personally meeting with Members
of Congress was an empowering
experience that allowed me to
discuss key legislative issues as well as share
my unique personal perspective as a radiology
resident. I appreciated the opportunity to lend my
expertise on the value of imaging appropriate use
criteria as a way to both improve patient care and
decrease healthcare costs. The greatest thing I
learned during my week was how much the ACR’s
Government Relations office has already done for
radiology, like significantly lowering the Multiple
Procedure Payment Reduction (MPPR) to the
professional component of imaging reimbursement.
Residency can be extremely busy, but it is important
for residents to understand how national and state
medical societies are working hard to protect their
profession.”
Stephen Herrmann, MD
PGY-5, Radiology Resident
The University of Texas Medical Branch

2017 TRS Foundation Contribution Form
Please return this contribution form along with payment to:
TRS Foundation • 17503 LaCantera Parkway • #104-438 • San Antonio, TX 78257 • or fax to (512) 276-6691
Name (please print):
Phone:
Email:
I would like to make a contribution to the TRS Foundation in the following amount:
$100

$250

$500

$750

$1,000

Other:

Check (made payable to “TRS Foundation”)
Credit Card:

Visa

MasterCard

American Express

JT Rutherford
Fellowship in
Government

The winner of the Rutherford
Fellowship for 2017 is Nita
Kommula, MD, from the
University of Texas Medical
Branch.

James M.
Moorefield
Fellowship in
Economics &
Health Policy

The winner of the Moorefield
Fellowship for 2017 is Ryan
Jones, MD, from the University
of Texas Southwestern.

2017 RLI
Scholarship
Recipients
Rajul Mehta, MD
Houston Methodist

Card Number:							Expiration Date:
Billing Address:							Billing Zip Code:
CVS Code:

		

Jason Wachsmann, MD
UT Southwestern

Name on Card:

Signature:
The TRS Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt organization with a public charity status under 509(a)(3).
Donations are tax-deductible to the extent provided by the law. Federal EIN 76-035382.

Christie Lincoln, MD
Baylor College of Medicine
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In Memoriam
The Texas Radiological
Society mourns the loss of the
following members and
extends condolences to their
family, friends and colleagues.
Harrell R Arnold, MD, FACR
Houston | 10/25/16
John G Bolen, MD
San Angelo | 10/10/16
Fredrick J Bonte, MD, FACR
Dallas | 11/28/16
Miguel A Bozzini, MD
San Antonio | 10/25/16
William W Bryant, MD
Lufkin | 10/25/16
Victor Carlson, MD, FACR
Houston | 1/18/17
Claude C Caylor Jr, MD
Dallas | 10/25/16
William A Dunnagan, MD
Spring | 10/24/16
Nicholas I Gemell, MD
Southlake | 10/25/16
James E Harrell Sr, MD,
FACR
Houston | 2/1/17
Thomas R Jenkins Jr, MD
Fort Worth | 10/25/16
William Samuel Kubricht Jr,
MMSc, FACR
Lubbock | 11/16/16
Robert M Lockwood, MD
Sanger | 10/25/16
Bradford F Reeves, MD
Dallas | 1/6/17
Roberto Restrepo, MD, FACR
Friendswood | 10/10/16
Milton Shoss, MD, FACR
Houston | 10/26/16
Henry T Uhrig, MD, FACR
El Paso | 10/25/16
John M Young, MD
Red Oak | 10/10/16

10

Ace Your Interviews

Lyndsee Cordes, Senior Managing Editor, ACR Bulletin
There’s no shortage of advice online about
preparing for an interview. But what about
radiology-specific information? At ACR 2017,
attendees received advice tailored to the specialty
from someone who has interviewed many radiology
candidates: Susan J. Ackerman, MD, FACR,
Associate Professor of Radiology, Vice Chair for
Clinical Affairs in Radiology, and Division Director
of Ultrasound at the Medical University of South
Carolina in Charleston.
Ackerman broke down the process of preparing for
an interview, hitting your mark once you’re in
the room, and following up after the interview
concludes.
Do Your Homework Before the Interview
Start with some research. Who will be interviewing
you? Check out the hospital, clinic, or radiology
practice website (and notice whether or not the
radiologists appear on the site). And do a literature
search on interviewers’ publications to see where
their areas of interest mirror your own. Ackerman
also emphasized the value in finding where your
networks overlap. Radiology is a small specialty,
so it’s likely that your Residency Director/attending/
BFF from residency knows someone on the hiring
board.
And just as you’re looking online for information
before the interview, the hiring committee may
be googling you too. “Ensure your social media
platforms don’t contain information you would not
want your employer to see,” said Ackerman. Give
yourself some time to see what’s out there and take
steps to remove anything you’d rather not come up.

Interview Like a Pro
“Be an active interviewee,” advised Ackerman.
“Don’t let the interviewer control the entire
conversation.” Participate in the interview beyond
just responding to each question as it’s asked.
Ackerman suggested coming with points you want
to make about your skills and your career goals.
When you talk about past experiences, give details.
“Applicants without specific examples don’t seem
credible,” said Ackerman. So, for example, if you
mention your involvement with quality and safety
initiatives, define what types of programs you
worked on and the results achieved. If you mention
your interest in research, call out a few of your
recent publications.
In all of your responses, find a balance between
fitting in with the current culture at the practice and
moving the group forward. “You want to express
that not only can you meet their needs now but
you will be valuable for where they are going in the
future,” said Ackerman. And this can include skills
outside of radiology. Practices value candidates
who bring a variety of non-clinical skills to the table,
including business skills, web design, computer
programming, and community relations.
Finish Strong
You’re not done once you walk out the door.
Ackerman emphasized the importance of following
up with an email. And that email should contain
more than just a thank you. It’s also a chance
to reinforce your interest in the position, include
any publications you mentioned, and follow up
on anything that you committed to during the
interview. “Do what you say you’re going to do,”
said Ackerman. “Because that makes a lasting
impression.”

Victor Carlson, MD, FACR, Obituary
Victor Carlson, age 86, passed away January 18, 2017 at his home in Houston, TX.

Vic attended the University of Houston where he received his degree in 1960. He began medical school
that same year at University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.
After Vic’s radiology residency and fellowship, he was asked to join the staff of radiologists at St. Joseph
Hospital. He became President of the Harris County Medical Society in 1982 and President of the Texas
Radiology Society in 1989. In 1992, he received the Gold Medal award from the Texas Radiology Society.
He served on the Board of Chancellors of the American College of Radiology from 1988 to 1995 and on the
board’s Executive Committee.
Victor was an avid salt water fisherman. He also enjoyed dove and quail hunting, but his biggest enjoyment
came from loving his family and receiving their love.

Radiology-TEACHES!
Sidney C. Roberts, MD, FACR

A group of Texas radiologists answered the Costs
of Care Creating Value Challenge to come up with
innovative ideas and projects for teaching and
implementing high value care, specifically focused
on improving medical education.
The Costs of Care Creating Value Challenge builds
on the ABIM Foundation’s Choosing Wisely®
campaign, a national effort led in conjunction with
Consumer Reports that encourages clinicians
and patients to have conversations about
avoiding unnecessary tests and treatments.
While the campaign is helping change the way
many clinicians practice, it is equally important
for clinicians in training to learn how Choosing
Wisely® can serve as a foundation for providing
appropriate care throughout their careers.
Enter Texas radiologists at Baylor College of
Medicine Marc Willis, DO and Karla Sepulveda,
MD. Noting that over 20% of imaging studies in
the US have been estimated to be unnecessary,
creating cost, quality, and safety consequences
for patients, these two Baylor radiology faculty
collaborated in partnership with the American
College of Radiology and the National Decision
Support Company to create Radiology-TEACHES
(Technology Enhanced Appropriateness Criteria
Home for Education Simulation). This online portal
simulates the process of ordering imaging studies
with integrated clinical decision support. Learners
receive this evidence-based feedback at the virtual
point of order entry, thereby better understanding
appropriate imaging utilization and empowering
them to reduce waste.

The radiology team recognized that it is difficult to
address this issue once clinicians are in practice
within the existing health care system. Also, current
medical education curricula often lack evidencebased guidance regarding appropriateness and
cost of imaging examinations. Radiology-TEACHES
aimed to address these challenges.
Dr. Willis noted, “Throughout medicine, high value
care, appropriate utilization of resources, clinical
decision support and evidence-based medicine are
in the spotlight. This program brings all of these
to the education arena. If we are going to make
significant progress towards these goals, we must
find ways to make medical education more effective
and more efficient. We believe Radiology-TEACHES
can be an important resource to make these goals
reality.”

Top PAC
Contributors
President’s Society
$2,500+
Austin Radiological
Association
Houston Northwest Radiology
Association
Houston Radiology Associated
Radiology Associates of North
Texas
Radiology and Imaging of
South Texas
United Northeast Radiology,
LLP
Governor’s Society
$1,000-$2,499
Richard Benedikt, MD

On March 28, 2017, the ABIM Foundation, Costs of
Care, and the Leapfrog Group announced winners
of the Creating Value Challenge. From the 83
submissions received, a panel of nationally
recognized judges selected four winners, including
Radiology-TEACHES for the “Teaching Value” track.
The Baylor team was recognized at the Association
of American Medical Colleges Integrating Quality
(AAMC IQ) Meeting June 8-9, 2017 near Chicago.
The Texas Radiological Society salutes this team of
TRS members for shining a spotlight on excellence
in innovation and training in the radiology community
for all of medicine to see. Congratulations! To see
their work, visit www.acr.org/Radiology-TEACHES.

Fredrick James Bonte, MD, FACR, Obituary
Fredrick James Bonte, MD, 94, passed away of natural causes on November 28, 2016 at his Dallas home.

David Bynum, MD
Keith Crow, MD
David Golden, MD
John Healey, MD
Ariel Kruger, MD
Michael Orsi, MD
Dipan Patel, MD
Ezequiel Silva III, MD
Alvin Thaggard III, MD
Joseph Williams, MD
Chairman’s Society
$500-$999
Vivek Bansal, MD
Christopher C.Bathurst, MD
Stephen L. Brown, MD
Robert S. Case, MD
Hai Phuc Dang, MD
Thomas L. Dumler, MD

Dr. Bonte graduated in 1942 with a Bachelor of Science degree from Western Reserve in Cleveland and
the Western Reserve School of Medicine in 1945. He was an internationally known pioneer in the fields
of radiology and nuclear medicine. His career at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
spanned more than five decades. Dr. Bonte was also the recipient of numerous awards, including the Gold
Medal Award from the Texas Radiological Society, the Max Cole Leadership Award from the Dallas County
Medical Society, the De Hevesy Nuclear Medicine Pioneer Award from the Society of Nuclear Medicine,
the President’s Award from the American College of Nuclear Physicians, and two Lifetime Awards from the
American Board of Nuclear Medicine and the American Board of Radiology.

Susan John, MD

A Northeastern by birth but a Texan at heart, he often sported a cowboy hat, was a voracious reader and
remarkable, witty storyteller.

Cynthia L. Woo, MD

Faraz Khan, MD
Jody S. Lee, MD
William B. Lowry, MD
Chirag Parghi, MD
Paul M. Thompson, MD
Kenneth A. Sandoval, MD
Paul Weatherall, MD
Walter Zink III, MD
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Upcoming Radiology Meetings of Interest
2017 Radiology Leadership Institute (RLI) Summit
• September 7-10, 2017, Babson College, Wellesley, MA
Society of Computed Body Tomography & Magnetic Resonance
• September 9-13, 2017, Nashville, TN
ASTRO 2017 Annual Meeting
• September 24-27, 2017, San Diego, CA

8-Time Winner!
The TRS has earned the
American College of Radiology’s
Overall Excellence Award
(Div. D) eight times in the last
ten years!
We have also won awards
for Excellence (Div. D) in:
• Membership
(2014, 2012, 2008, 2003)

North American Society for Cardiovascular Imaging
• October 7-10, 2017, San Antonio, TX
Society of Radiologists in Ultrasound 2017 Annual Meeting
• October 27-29, 2017, Chicago, IL
ACR/RBMA Practice Leaders Forum
• January 12-14, 2018, Phoenix, AZ
The Society of Abdominal Radiology 2018 Annual Scientific
Meeting and Educational Course
• March 4-9, 2018, Scottsdale, AZ

• Communications
(2009, 2007)

Society of Interventional Radiology 2018 Annual Scientific Meeting
• March 17-22, 2018, Los Angeles, CA

• Meetings/Education (2005)

Texas Radiological Society 2018 Annual Meeting
• March 23-25, 2018, Frisco, TX

• State with Most Contributors
to RADPAC (2016, 2012)

Winner of

The

ViewBox

Summer 2017

2016, 2015, 2013, 2011, 2010,
2009, 2008, 2007
Sidney C. Rober ts, MD, FACR, editor

