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We cannot flip a switch and go back to business as usual or life as we knew it before this
pandemic.

The goal of Phase I is for courthouse personnel to gradually return to the courthouses.
Before we can open to the public, it is imperative that our chambers, staff, officers, and
employees safely transition back into the courthouse workspaces. Courthouse personnel
must begin to navigate and develop a level of comfort in the courthouse spaces under the
new safety protocols before we can welcome the public. Accordingly, courthouse
operations and the scope of work should continue in Phase I in the same manner as they are
presently operating. All proceedings should continue to be held by video and
teleconference. In Phase I, courts should continue to limit proceedings and must not
expand beyond the types of proceedings currently conducted.

Phase One
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THE CARES ACT

Section 15002(b)(2), indicates the use of video and telephone conferencing in felony pleas and sentencings, 
requires the chief district judge, upon application by the Attorney General or on his or her (or another judge's) 
motion, to "specifically find" that "felony pleas under Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure and 
felony sentencings under Rule 32 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure cannot be conducted in person 
without seriously jeopardizing public health and safety.“

Section 15002(b)(2)(A) directs that video and teleconferencing may be used for felony pleas and sentencings 
only if, in addition to the (b)(2) finding by the chief district judge, "the district judge in a particular case finds 
for specific reasons that the plea or sentencing in that case cannot be further delayed without serious harm to 
the interests of justice."   

Phase One
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The Court’s Standing Order 2020-06 is similarly worded.  “ORDERED that if a judge in an individual case finds, 
for specific reasons, that any felony plea or felony sentencing, or any equivalent plea and sentencing . . .  
cannot be further delayed without serious harm to the interests of justice, then, with the consent of the 
defendant, or the juvenile, after consultation with counsel, the plea, sentencing, or any equivalent 
proceeding, may be conducted by video conference, or by telephone conference if video conferencing is not 
reasonably available[.]"



Guidelines
Ensure appropriate policies are in  place regarding:

 Social distancing and protective equipment

 Notification, isolation, and contact tracing procedures

 Sanitation and disinfection of common and high-traffic areas

 Business travel

 Reasonable Accommodation for employees (i.e., children’s schools or daycare closed, fear or  
increased risk of exposure when using mass transit, caring for ill or vulnerable relatives in  
household, etc.)

Ask employees to work with supervisors to stay home if they feel ill, self-monitor for indicative 
symptoms, and plan to return to work after consulting with a medical provider.

Implement policies and procedures for workforce contact tracing (where an individual was  
present in a facility, trace who he/she was in contact with) following an individual’s positive
COVID-19 test.

Monitor the status of public infrastructure (i.e., transportation, medical, local businesses,  
restaurants, etc.) to determine if adjustments in operational approach need to be made.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
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The CDC has provided guidance on HOW BEST TO PROTECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS from COVID-19.
Per the CDC, all individuals should 1) wash their hands often; 2) avoid close contact; 3) cover their
mouths and noses with a cloth face cover when around others; 4) cover coughs and sneezes; and
5) clean and disinfect. The Court will address the CDC’s guidance through standing orders, postings,
signage, and protocols.

 STANDING ORDER re: USE OF A MASK/FACE COVERING

 FACE COVERING/MASK PROTOCOL AND SIGNAGE

 GOOD HYGIENE SIGNAGE

 FLOOR DECALS

 ELEVATOR SIGNAGE

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
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IMPLEMENT APPROPRIATE STANDING ORDERS
ORDER re: USE OF FACE MASKS/COVERINGS
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