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Phase One

We cannot flip a switch and go back to business as usual or life as we knew it before this
pandemic.

The goal of Phase | is for courthouse personnel to gradually return to the courthouses.
Before we can open to the public, it is imperative that our chambers, staff, officers, and
employees safely transition back into the courthouse workspaces. Courthouse personnel
must begin to navigate and develop a level of comfort in the courthouse spaces under the
new safety protocols before we can welcome the public. Accordingly, courthouse
operations and the scope of work should continue in Phase | in the same manner as they are
presently operating. All proceedings should continue to be held by video and
teleconference. In Phase |, courts should continue to limit proceedings and must not
expand beyond the types of proceedings currently conducted.
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Phase One

THE CARES ACT

Section 15002(b)(2), indicates the use of video and telephone conferencing in felony pleas and sentencings,
requires the chief district judge, upon application by the Attorney General or on his or her (or another judge's)
motion, to "specifically find" that "felony pleas under Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure and
felony sentencings under Rule 32 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure cannot be conducted in person
without seriously jeopardizing public health and safety.”

Section 15002(b)(2)(A) directs that video and teleconferencing may be used for felony pleas and sentencings
only if, in addition to the (b)(2) finding by the chief district judge, "the district judge in a particular case finds
for specific reasons that the plea or sentencing in that case cannot be further delayed without serious harm to
the interests of justice."

The Court’s Standing Order 2020-06 is similarly worded. “ORDERED that if a judge in an individual case finds,

for specific reasons, that any felony plea or felony sentencing, or any equivalent plea and sentencing . . .
cannot be further delayed without serious harm to the interests of justice, then, with the consent of the
defendant, or the juvenile, after consultation with counsel, the plea, sentencing, or any equivalent
proceeding, may be conducted by video conference, or by telephone conference if video conferencing is not
reasonably available][.]"
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Guidelines

Ensure appropriate policies arein placeregarding:

v’ Social distancing and protective equipment

v’ Notification, isolation, and contact tracing procedures

v’ Sanitation and disinfection of common and high-traffic areas
v’ Business travel

v’ Reasonable Accommodation for employees (i.e., children’s schools or daycare closed, fear or
increased risk of exposure when using mass transit, caring for ill or vulnerable relatives in
household, etc.)

Ask employees to work with supervisors to stay home if they feel ill, self-monitor for indicative
symptoms, and plan to return to work after consulting with a medical provider.

Implement policies and procedures for workforce contact tracing (where an individual was
present in a facility, trace who he/she was in contact with) following anindividual’s positive
COVID-19 test.

Monitor the status of public infrastructure (i.e., transportation, medical, local businesses,
restaurants, etc.) to determine if adjustments in operational approach need to be made.


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html

| DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY COVID-19 RECOVERY GUIDELINES

The CDC has provided guidance on HOW BEST TO PROTECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS from COVID-19.
Per the CDC, all individuals should 1) wash their hands often; 2) avoid close contact; 3) cover their
mouths and noses with a cloth face cover when around others; 4) cover coughs and sneezes; and

5) clean and disinfect. The Court will address the CDC’s guidance through standing orders, postings,
signage, and protocols.

L STANDING ORDER re: USE OF A MASK/FACE COVERING
L FACE COVERING/MASK PROTOCOL AND SIGNAGE

L GOOD HYGIENE SIGNAGE

L FLOOR DECALS

O ELEVATOR SIGNAGE

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html

IMPLEMENT APPROPRIATE STANDING ORDERS
ORDER re: USE OF FACE MASKS/COVERINGS

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT [ USPCONI

- - DOCUMENT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY ELECTRONICALLY FILED

DOC #:
DATE FILED: _May 22, 2020

IN RE: USE OF FACE COVERINGS/MASKS:

DUE TO COVID-19 STANDING ORDER 2020-13

WHEREAS, the President of the United States has declared a National Emergency.
and the Governor of the State of New Jersey has declared a State of Emergency and a Public
Health Emergency throughout the State, in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic;

WHEREAS, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other
public health authonties have advised taking precautions to reduce the possibility of exposure
to COVID-19 and to slow the spread of the disease;

WHEREAS, in response to government policy, CDC guidelines and public health
advancements, the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey (“Court™) has
adopted the District of New Jersey COVID-19 Recovery Gudelines (“Recovery Guidelines™),
providing for a phased approach to reconstituting operations; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the CDC’s recommendation, based upon data on the
spread of COVID-19, the Recovery Guidelines contain a Face Covening/Mask Protocol,
mandating that employees wear a face covening or mask to cover their noses and mouths in
community settings. in order to protect themselves and others nearby;

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to further public health and safety. and the health and
safety of Court personnel, counsel, litigants, other case participants, jurors, security personnel
and the general public, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that all persons seeking entry to or
occupying any Court facility in the District of New Jersey, including. but not limited to, Court
staff. secunty personnel, vendors. contractors, litigants, attorneys, jurors and other members of
the public, are required to wear a face covering or mask when in a community setting,
including entering and exiting the courthouse, entering and exating the Clerk’s Office, and in
the jury assembly room. the central mailroom and indoor parking garages. as well as in all
common areas, including, but not limited to, courtrooms, elevators, stairwells, hallways,
and restrooms: and 1t 1s further

ORDERED that all persons shall engage in social distancing, which requires that

individuals maintain a six-foot distance between each other: and it 1s further

ORDERED that in private office areas within the Court facilities, Court staff are
permitted to remove their face coverings or masks during the workday while they are ina
cubicle or private office, assuming social distancing gumidelines are maintained; and 1t 1s further

ORDERED that any visitor seeking entry into a Court facility without a face covening
or mask shall be delayed by the Court Securnity Officers, who will inquire as to the office the
person 15 vistting and the purpose. The Court Secunity Officers or the visitor will then contact
that office to determine whether the business can be handled without entry to the building; and
it is further

ORDERED that the United States Marshal, s Deputies, and the Court Security
Officers shall enforce this Order; and 1t 1s further

ORDERED that this Standing Order shall take effect as of the date of this Order and

remain in place until further Order of the Court.

ke )

DATED: May 22, 2020

Hon. Freda L. Wélfson
U.S. Chief District Judge
District of New Jersey
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