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Come Network in Richmond
We are pleased to present the Fall 2018 issue of Opening Statement.
This issue includes photos from the VBA Summer Meeting at the Omni Homestead, which
was a huge success (pages 8-11). It also highlights the VBA YLD’s remarkable showing at
the 2018 American Bar Association’s Annual Meeting, where the YLD won its division for
all of the four categories in which we submitted an application: Newsletter, Single Project
Diversity, Single Project Service to the Public, and Comprehensive (page 12). Notably, the
Opening Statement took first place as a newsletter in its division again – for the third year in
a row. In this issue, you also can find practical advice from Scott Seigner, as he delivers five
lessons for surviving and enjoying life as a new litigation associate at a law firm (page 4).
Additionally, Alex McGlothlin provides a glimpse into his life “outside” of the law as a published fiction author, explaining how his work as a fiction author enhances his legal practice
(page 6). Further, we provide an overview of two great networking events recently hosted
by the Washington and Lee Law School Council (page 7). And Jonathan Lucier analyzes
both federal and Virginia law related to the granting of interlocutory appeals (page 3).
Always a highlight in the fall, the annual Young Lawyers Division Fall Meeting is rapidly
approaching later this month.This year’s meeting will take place on October 19 and 20, at
The VBA on Main in Richmond,Virginia.Young Lawyers from across the Commonwealth
will gather in Richmond for a fun-filled weekend complete with dinners downtown, networking events, and CLE programs. The Fall Meeting is a great way to become more
involved in the Young Lawyers Division. More details about the event are provided in the
sidebar.
Finally, please help us continue to tell the story of the Young Lawyers Division. If you are
planning a YLD event, let us know so that we can help publicize it and increase participation, and please send us a write-up and photographs afterward so that we can share your
successes with the rest of theYoung Lawyers Division and the VBA. Please consider turning
a recent experience, assignment, or success into an article to share with your fellow young
lawyers. If you are a more experienced attorney reading this newsletter, please consider
writing an article to share your wisdom with attorneys who are in the early stages of their
careers.We look forward to receiving your submissions, and we welcome your comments
and suggestions.You may contact us at: editors@openingstatement.org.
Thank you for reading.We hope you enjoy this issue of Opening Statement!
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YLD Fall Meeting
The Young Lawyers Division will hold
its annual Fall Meeting on October 1920 (Friday and Saturday) at The VBA on
Main in Richmond, Virginia. The Fall
Meeting will have CLE opportunities
to sharpen your legal acumen and
learn from leading lawyers, as well as
great opportunities to network, take
a riverfront canal cruise, and grab
dinner downtown at Southern Railway
Taphouse and Bistro Bobbette. To
register, contact Khadijah Vasser at
804-644-0041 or kvasser@vba.org, or
using the VBA website.

Upcoming VBA Events:
Oct. 16: 3rd Annual White Collar
Criminal Law Forum – Bank of
America Center (Richmond)
Oct. 19–20: YLD Fall Meeting – The
VBA on Main (Richmond)
Oct. 25: 14th Annual Virginia Health
Care Practitioners’ Roundtable –
Troutman Sanders (Richmond)
Oct. 26: 29th Annual Virginia
Tax Practitioners’ Roundtable
– Farmington Country Club
(Charlottesville)
Nov. 8: 24th Annual Administrative
Law Conference – Troutman Sanders
(Richmond)
Nov. 15: 26th Annual Capital Defense
Workshop – Omni Hotel (Richmond)
Nov. 16–17: 2018 YLD Moot Court
Competition – Fourth Circuit Court of
Appeals (Richmond)

Daniel D. Mauler
Editor-in-Chief

Lena L. Busscher
Development Editor

Kelsey S. Miller
Development Editor

Graham K. Bryant
Development Editor

Opening Statement

™

Vol. 6 No. 4 ♦ Fall 2018
www.openingstatement.org
PUBLISHER
VBA YLD Communications Committee
Daniel D. Mauler, Chair
EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor-in-Chief
Daniel D. Mauler
Development Editors
Lena L. Busscher
Kelsey S. Miller
Graham K. Bryant
THE VIRGINIA BAR ASSOCIATION
YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION
www.vba.org/yld
YLD Chair
Andrew B. Stockment
Chair-Elect
Jennifer L. Ligon
Secretary-Treasurer
Madelaine A. Kramer
Immediate Past Chair
Jeremy S. Williams
Executive Board Members
R. Patrick Bolling
Franklin R. Cragle, III
Joseph A. Figueroa
Kristen R. Jurjevich
Nancy S. Lester
Laura Golden Liff
Jonathan T. Lucier
Daniel D. Mauler
William D. Prince, IV
Michael Stark
Daniel R. Sullivan
ISSN 2328-1553
Copyright © 2018 by
The Virginia Bar Association

The VBA Young Lawyers Division welcomes
unsolicited articles, which should be sent by e-mail
to: editors@openingstatement.org. Nothing in this
newsletter should be construed as legal advice. The
materials appearing herein represent the views of
the authors and not necessarily those of The Virginia
Bar Association, the Young Lawyers Division, or the
Editorial Board.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Opportunity to Advocate
By Andrew B. Stockment

The VBA YLD was recently honored
with awards in several categories in the
annual ABA YLD Awards of Achievement competition: Diversity, Service to
the Public, Newsletter, and Comprehensive—marking the 11th consecutive
year that the VBA YLD received an
award in the comprehensive category.
It is gratifying to see the dedication and
service of our young lawyers recognized
on a national stage, and it is a special
honor that the VBA YLD was the only
bar association in the country to
receive this year’s Outstanding Public
Service Award from the American Bar
Endowment. I am continually impressed
with the exceptional work that all of our
young lawyers do throughout the year,
which serves as an inspiration to young
lawyers throughout the country. Many
thanks to Kristen Jurjevich and Ann
Kossachev for putting together the
award applications and presenting the
YLD’s work to the ABA.
One of the core purposes of the VBA,
expressed in its mission statement, is
“advancing the highest ideals of the
profession through advocacy”, which
includes a devotion to improving
Virginia law by actively proposing legislation and engaging with lawmakers.
The VBA holds an annual Legislative
Day every fall, which is when section
and committee representatives present
proposals for the VBA Board of Governors to consider. Bills approved by the
Board of Governors are shared with

the VBA’s lobbyists to pursue patrons
for General Assembly introduction of
the legislation. Although young lawyers have always had the opportunity
to be involved in that process through
involvement in the VBA’s sections and
committees, the YLD itself has never
directly participated. This year, for
the first time, we have created a YLD
Legislative Committee led by Craig
Hoovler, Chair (choovler@milesstockbridge.com) and Ann Kossachev,
Chair-Elect (akossachev@gmail.com).
The new YLD Legislative Committee
will solicit proposed bills from YLD
members, present proposed bills to the
YLD Executive Board for approval, and
work with the YLD Chair to present the
proposed bills annually to the Board of
Governors during VBA Legislative Day
so that the YLD has input into the VBA’s
legislative agenda.
Looking ahead to this coming Annual
Meeting, theVBA Committee On Special
Issues of National and State Importance
will present “Reuniting America: Can
We Be Part of the Answer?” on Saturday, January 26 from 10:30-noon. The
program will feature a panel of speakers, including U.Va. President James E.
Ryan, Professor Mechele Dickerson
(University of Texas at Austin School of
Law), Lt. Col. Aram Donigian (U.S.
Army), and Stacy E. Lee (President of
the Old Dominion Bar Association and a
Continued on page 12

Andrew B. Stockment

Shareholder, Lenhart Pettit (Charlottesville)
YLD Chair, 2018-19
Bio: Andrew focuses his practice on intellectual property, technology, and business law, and he leads Lenhart Pettit’s cybersecurity
and data privacy practice. He joined the VBA as a law student and
served in various positions over the years, including founding
Editor-in-Chief of Opening Statement, Co-Chair of the ABA Awards
of Achievement Committee, and YLD Representative to the Law Practice Management
Division. Andrew received the YLD’s Emerson G. Spies Award, and he currently serves
as a member of the VBA Intellectual Property and Information Technology Law Section
Council. He is a graduate of the University of Virginia School of Law. Andrew, his wife
Martha, and their daughter live in Crozet and are active members of Trinity Presbyterian
Church. They enjoy reading, hiking, and watching U.Va. Men’s Basketball.
Contact Info: abs@lplaw.com or 434.220.9386

2

VBA Young Lawyers Division | Vol. 6 No. 4 | Fall 2018 | Opening Statement

TIPS FOR INTERLOCUTORY APPEALS

An Analysis of Interlocutory Appeals
By Jonathan T. Lucier

Last week, a federal judge denied my client’s motion to dismiss. I and my fellow
defense lawyers have seen that many
times. What I hadn’t seen is what the
judge did in that case. In the order denying the motion, the judge sua sponte
granted an immediate appeal under 28
U.S.C. § 1292(b). I had heard of these
mythical interlocutory appeals but had
never actually seen one happen—no
judge had ever allowed it and no judge
had ever decided of her own accord
that one was needed. I had to do some
research and figure out what in the
world was going on. I’m passing some
of that research along now.
1. FEDERAL INTERLOCUTORY
APPEALS
Interlocutory appeals as of right.
Some decisions qualify by statute for
interlocutory appeal. Under 28 U.S.C.
§ 1292(a), parties can file interlocutory
appeals from orders granting, modifying, or denying a preliminary injunction;
appointing receivers; or determining the rights and liabilities of parties
in admiralty cases where appeals from
final decrees are allowed. Id. at (1)-(3).
Under 9 U.S.C. § 16(a), parties can file
interlocutory appeals of orders denying
arbitration. Under the collateral order
doctrine, “appellate courts can review
orders that finally determine claims of
right separable from, and collateral to,
rights asserted in the action,”1 which
is a limited category of decisions (for
example, denying qualified immunity in
a § 1983 case).
Interlocutory appeals by permission.
Under 28 U.S.C § 1292(b), a party
can ask the district court to certify

a non-final order for interlocutory
review. A 28 U.S.C § 1292(b) certification is proper when the judge decides
that the “order involves a controlling
question of law as to which there is substantial ground for difference of opinion
and that an immediate appeal from the
order may materially advance the ultimate termination of the litigation.”
The moving party must show the judge
that the order meets all three factors.2
Interlocutory appeals are an “extraordinary remedy” that are “contrary to the
well-established policy limiting appeals
to final judgments” and go against “the
congressional policy against piecemeal
appeals.”3 So a 28 U.S.C § 1292(b) certification is rare. If you get one, then you
have to petition the court of appeals,
which has discretion to take the case or
not.4 You have to file the petition within
10 days and have to ask the district court
for a stay pending the court of appeals’
decision.5
2. VIRGINIA INTERLOCUTORY
APPEALS
Interlocutory appeals as of right.
Like in federal courts, some decisions
qualify by statute for interlocutory
appeal. Under Virginia Code § 8.01626, parties can file interlocutory
appeals from orders granting, denying,
or dissolving a preliminary injunction.
Under Virginia Code § 8.01-670(B),
parties can file interlocutory appeals
from interlocutory orders on an equitable claim requiring money to be paid
or possession or title of property to
be changed and “adjudicating the principles of a cause.” Under the severable
interests rule, an interlocutory order

Jonathan T. Lucier

Senior Associate, Williams Mullen (Richmond)
Bio: Jon is a litigation associate at Williams Mullen in Richmond
and co-chair of the YLD’s Virginia Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce Legal Aid Clinic. Jon lives in Richmond with his wife
Casey (an associate at McGuireWoods) and their children Jack
and Maggie.
Contact Info: jlucier@williamsmullen.com or 804.420.6606
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that is final for some but not all parties
can be appealed if it “addresses separate
and severable interests” and the appeal
won’t affect the remaining issues in the
case.6
Interlocutory appeals by permission.
Like 28 U.S.C. § 1292(b), Virginia Code
§ 8.01-670.1 allows a circuit court
judge to certify an interlocutory appeal
if an order “involves a question of law as
to which (i) there is substantial ground
for difference of opinion, (ii) there is no
clear, controlling precedent on point . .
., (iii) determination of the issues will
be dispositive of a material aspect of the
proceeding . . ., and (iv) the court and
the parties agree it is in the parties’ best
interest to seek an interlocutory appeal.”
A big difference from federal practice is
that the court “and the parties” have to
agree. You have to file a petition with
the appellate court within 10 days of
the certification, and you have to ask
the circuit court for a stay.7 
Endnotes
1.United States ex rel. Lutz v. United States, 853
F.3d 131, 137 (4th Cir. 2017) (internal quotation marks and citation omitted).
2.Commonwealth of Virginia ex rel. Integra Rec LLC
v. Countrywide Sec. Corp., No. 3:14CV706, 2015
WL 3540473, at *4 (E.D. Va. June 3, 2015).
3.Id. at *3 (internal quotation marks, citations,
and alterations omitted).
4.28 U.S.C § 1292(b) (“The Court of Appeals
which would have jurisdiction of an appeal of
such action may thereupon, in its discretion,
permit an appeal to be taken from such order,
if application is made to it within ten days after
the entry of the order: provided, however, that
application for an appeal hereunder shall not
stay proceedings in the district court unless
the district judge or the Court of Appeals or a
judge thereof shall so order.”).
5.Id.
6.Thompson ex rel. Thompson v. Skate Am., Inc., 261
Va. 121, 127, 540 S.E.2d 123, 126 (2001).
7.Virginia Code § 8.01-670.1 (“Within ten
days of such certification by the circuit court,
a petition for appeal may be filed with the
appellate court that would have jurisdiction in
an appeal from a final judgment in the proceeding. If the appellate court determines that the
certification by the circuit court has sufficient
merit, it may, in its discretion, permit an appeal
to be taken from the interlocutory order or
decree and shall notify the certifying circuit
court and counsel for the parties of its decision.
No petitions or appeals under this section shall
stay proceedings in the circuit court unless the
circuit court or appellate court so orders.”).
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FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE

Five Lessons for Surviving and Enjoying
Life as a New Litigation Associate
By Scott A. Siegner

WARNING: By continuing to read this article you have agreed to indulge the ramblings
of a young attorney tasked with offering what
little wisdom (he believes) he has on a topic
that undoubtedly takes a lifetime to master.
I applaud you in advance for your patience
and urge you to reconsider with the following caveats. If you are a glutton for clichéd
self-reflection, read on. If you are one of my
friends or family members and find yourself
lacking in material to badger me about, read
on. If you are an eager, motivated first-year
litigation associate flinging yourself into the
legal world, read on.
This commentary will attempt to provide
five lessons/rules/thoughts that helped
define my first two years as a litigation associate. Please take the lessons I offer with a
grain of salt as they are a result of my own
personal experience.
Some background: I graduated law school,
passed the bar, clerked, then found employment at a nationwide firm as a litigation
associate. In my first two years of practice, I
handled medical malpractice and commercial litigation cases with various other odds
and ends mixed in. I recently joined the
Richmond office of an international labor
and employment firm and am busy learning the nuances of employment litigation. By
virtue of my experience, the guidance that
follows may be more useful to a litigation
associate.

1. FORTUNE FAVORS THE BOLD
Fortune favors the bold. You are a barred
Virginia attorney. You have, at least in the
opinion of the Virginia Board of Bar Examiners, reached the level of competency
required to appear before the courts of the
Commonwealth. Depending on who you
work for and the nature of your practice, that
responsibility may be forced on you quickly
or you may be nurtured through your first
few years. In either situation, it will serve
you well to seize the opportunities available and, if necessary/possible, seek them
out. At some point in your career, you will
most likely be expected to take an active
role in case and client management. Putting yourself out there sooner rather than
later will demonstrate your ability to handle
this responsibility and long-term value as
an attorney. Make yourself an indispensable part of your firm: the go-to associate
for those tricky legal quandaries and tough
depositions or hearings. I am not suggesting
that you demand to argue before the Fourth
Circuit or insist on taking critical expert
depositions in your first year as an associate.
Have confidence in your abilities and do not
be afraid to step out of your comfort zone,
but always be mindful of your limits and role.

3. WORK PRODUCT TRUMPS
WORK HOURS
Work product trumps work hours. If you
work in a law firm, you will mostly likely
feel pressure to do things “efficiently.” You
may experience a partner who tends to
place what seem to be unreasonable restrictions on the hours you spend doing a specific
task. In no way am I recommending that you
ignore that partner’s wishes. I will, however,
stress the importance of thoughtful work in
your first few years as an attorney. Generally,
it is better to use the time required to produce good work product.Absorb everything
and focus on the details.You will pick up on
things your superiors and peers may have
missed, and you also will retain information
for future reference. Save time by using the
research tools available to you—secondary
sources, a quick Google search, or a call to
2. UNPLUG AND FOCUS
a friend/colleague could cut your research
Unplug and focus. Some of you will shake time in half.Work with a purpose and focus
your heads at this as mere common sense, on your outcome. That outcome will make
but it is impossible to deny that electronic a bigger impression than the amount of time
you did or did not spend.

Scott A. Siegner

Associate, Ogletree Deakins (Richmond)
Practice Areas: Labor & Employment
Law School: University of Richmond (2015)
Bio: Scott is an associate in the Richmond office of Ogle-

tree Deakins. He focuses on a variety of labor and employment matters including employment discrimination,
wrongful discharge, harassment, and wage and hour violations before
state and federal courts. Prior to joining Ogletree Deakins, Scott worked as
a litigation associate for a nationwide firm where he gained experience in
medical malpractice, products liability, and commercial litigation.
Contact: scott.siegner@ogletree.com; (804) 663-2342
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distractions do and will continue to disrupt
our thought process and workflow. I am not
recommending that you ignore your email
or turn off your cell phone at work. I realize these tools keep you connected to your
coworkers and loved ones. I am, instead,
encouraging you to be ever mindful of these
disruptions and try to minimize the negative
impact they may have on your work.

4. PERSPECTIVE PRESERVES
SANITY
Perspective preserves sanity. You might be
a perfectionist in some sense of the word.
Your ambition should be directed carefully
as you begin your legal career. No matter
how careful you are, mistakes will be made.
So long as you have not committed a potentially fatal error (i.e., missed an answer
deadline, waived privilege, violated some
state or federal statute), your career will
continue unblemished by your folly.Try not
to get hung up on a mistake and let it shake
your confidence. Remember that, not long
ago, your supervising partners stood in your
shoes. They may not admit it, but chances
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are they made some mistakes (minor and
major) at some point in their careers.
Preserve your sanity by maintaining perspective. If you are, like me, a newly minted
attorney with a long life (hopefully) and
long legal career (also hopefully) ahead of
you, remind yourself that this is a marathon,
not a sprint. Continue to work diligently
toward the goal of perfection, but realize that some things—particularly those
related to litigation—come with time.
5. ROUTINES RELIEVE PRESSURE
Routines relieve pressure. This may be the
most boring of the five, but I believe it is
the most important one for new litigation
attorneys in a law firm. Time is money.
Time (and the lack thereof) will rule your
life as an associate. Regiment your life
where possible. Identify your non-work priorities: relationship, social life, community
involvement, exercise, sleep, etc. Ration
your precious moments away from work
for those things that are most important
and streamline your administrative tasks
to avoid wasting work time on non-billable tasks. Learn to utilize the technology
available to you, scrutinize your work and
personal schedule, plan diligently, and
bill your time contemporaneously.

Spending hours and hours rifling through your work and life as you pursue success in
emails and racking your addled brain to the legal field. 
determine how many hours
you spent on this and that
will drive you insane. Use a
timer and spend a few minutes at the end of the day or
at the end of each week to
ensure you have some legible
record of your time. If you
are on the road frequently,
consider using a timekeeper
app on your phone. Keeping
a record will ensure that your
time and efforts (and your
firm’s time) are not be lost to
the ether. Making an effort to
streamline your routine will
allow you more leeway outside of work to focus on your
personal life and priorities.
****
As I mentioned at the outset
of this article, I draw these
lessons from my own experience. They may not be as
relevant to your environment. In any event, I believe
that you will benefit from
reflecting on these aspects of

Submit Your Article or Event Write‑up to Opening Statement
The Opening Statement Editorial Board welcomes the submission of articles by young lawyers. Generally, articles should be
about 1,300 words and should be on a topic of interest to young lawyers. (Longer articles may be divided into two installments and published in successive issues.)
Articles. Substantive article topics may include, for example:
yy New developments in the law
yy Day in the Life of… (e.g., “Day in the life of a Circuit Court law clerk” or “Day in the life of an assistant city attorney”)
yy Recent experience with… (or Lessons learned from… ) (e.g., “Lessons learned from taking a legal aid pro bono case,”
“Recent experience with arbitration,” or “Lessons learned from participating in the VBA Veterans Issues Task Force”)
yy Tips/Advice (e.g., “Arguing your first jury trial,”“Tips for effective negotiations,” or “How to handle your first client
meeting”)
yy General Overview of a legal practice area (e.g., “Understanding partition suits” or “What every lawyer should know about
property settlement agreements,” etc.)
We welcome articles that are written specifically for Opening Statement, as well as articles that are adaptations of previously
published material, such as blog posts, articles from firm newsletters, excerpts or summaries of law review articles, etc. The
complete Author Guidelines and the VBA Publication Agreement are available online at: www.openingstatement.org.
Photos and Event Write-ups. In addition to substantive articles, we are also interested in receiving photos and/or write-ups
from YLD events. If you took photos at a YLD social or other event, please pass them along to us for possible use on the YLD
website or in the Opening Statement newsletter.

Please send your submissions or questions to the Opening Statement Editorial Board at: editors@openingstatement.org.
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OUTSIDE THE LAW

The Zen of Conflict
By Alex McGlothlin

It’s 4 a.m. on a cool October weekday.
I may have a dozen urgent emails in my
inbox—a partner asking the status of an
agreement; a demanding client who’s
wondering when their revised financials are going to be filtered into their
private placement memorandum so they
can begin raising equity to purchase a
multi-property portfolio; notices that
need to be filed with a dozen different
state regulators before the 15-day deadlines toll—but I won’t know until 6
a.m. I don’t know because I don’t look
at my phone on first waking. At 6 a.m.,
I’ll open for business, let my day be consumed by others’ projects, but not quite
yet. For now, I prematurely brew the pot
of coffee my wife painstakingly set to
auto-brew the previous night, open my
personal laptop, review my plot outline,
channel the raw fuel of the pending day’s
angst, and start typing.
The moment my fingers hit the keyboard, I’m transported—I’m not a
lawyer confined to an office, I’m a local
artist awaiting the arrival of a prominent art critic, Arthur Pinstead, whose
reviews are internationally syndicated.
I’ve got contracts, representation, and
apparently enough talent and reputation
to attract the attention of an international influencer. But what will he think?
Rumor has it that his scathing reviews
have ruined as many artists’ careers as
they have advanced. Why am I taking this
chance? Why am I not content with the
lot I’ve clawed together, to enjoy the rare
opportunity to live everyday engaged in
the single-minded pursuit of my passion?

I glance around the studio at my representative paintings:
There was a painting of a handsome
young couple on a yacht, their bright
smiles in frame, the boat slightly tilted
as though they were at risk of falling off,
but neither revealed the slightest degree
of anxiety.
There was a painting of an insurgent
with a bandana-wrapped head, clutching a machine gun in one hand and a lit
Molotov cocktail in the other, standing
in what looked like a sandbag fortress
surrounded by a landfill, the IED cocked
back just before being heaved.
There was a landscape dominated by a
snow-whitened and stone-bouldered
environment, at a place and time where
the sun did not shine, a group of primordial humans thrusting spears into the
chest and head of a giant mastodon, the
beast rearing on its hind legs in a final act
of defiance.
Will these paintings be good enough?
There’s a knock at the door. We will
know soon enough.

‘The moment my fingers hit the
keyboard, I’m transported—I’m
not a lawyer confined to an office,
I’m a local artist awaiting the
arrival of a prominent art critic,
Arthur Pinstead, whose reviews
are internationally syndicated.’

The dream begins to evaporate—the
protagonist’s concern for how his paintings will be received crashes into my
own doubts regarding the quality of
my writing, doubts whose power will
be diminished by refocusing my atten-

‘We can’t control forces external
to ourselves, but we can control
our own energy. If we have
to live with conflict, why not
channel it into an impetus that
motivates us to do more?’
tion on client projects. One flavor of
conflict supplants the power of the previous. Conflict—tension, complication
and unease— is the lifeblood of fiction; conflict is inextricably woven into
the fabric of the legal practice and our
lives. We can’t control forces external to
ourselves, but we can control our own
energy. If we have to live with conflict,
why not channel it into an impetus that
motivates us to do more?
It’s 6 a.m. I check my phone and confirm
I have at least a dozen emails—some of
them informational and not requiring a
response; others of a more demanding
variety. A part of me wants to react, work
myself into a frenzy, but a calm, collected
part of me cools the jets. I do my best
work when I’m calm.
Fiction writing is not an impediment to
my practice of law, but rather, a cathartic exercise that enhances both my legal
practice and appreciation for life. 

Alex McGlothlin

McGlothlin Legal, PLLC
Practice Areas: Alex focuses his practice on corporate, securities and intellectual property law.
The Novel: The Medium of Desire was published by Little Star in July 2018 and is available through
numerous brick-and-mortar and online retailers, including Amazon and Barnes and Noble. Learn more at
www.themediumofdesire.com.
Bio: A member of the Virginia State Bar since 2012, Alex founded McGlothlin Legal, PLLC in 2018 to assist
start-up and early stage growth businesses. Alex is also an adjunct professor at the Appalachian School of
Law, teaching a course on Entrepreneur Law. He received his B.A. from the University of Virginia, J.D./M.B.A. from West Virginia
University, and L.L.M. from Georgetown University Law Center.
Contact info: alex@mcglothlinlegal.com or (804) 601-0540
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MAKING CONNECTIONS

W&L Law School Council Hosts Events
for Students
Generals in Richmond.
Later in the summer, the
W&L Law School Council
organized a breakfast and bar
exam prep session featuring Norfolk Circuit Judge
Everett Martin, a double
W&L alumnus. Eighteen
students studying for the bar
in Lexington gathered for the
event, which both students
and administration hailed as a
success. Attendees expressed
their gratitude for the VBA’s
support and encouragement during one of the most
stressful times in a lawyer’s
journey. 
Courtesy: Sarah Kathryn Stahling

The YLD’s Washington & Lee Law School
Council has had a busy summer, hosting
both a Richmond happy hour networking
evening and a bar prep session for recent
graduates studying in Lexington over the
summer.
Local W&L alumni and current students in
Richmond for the summer met on Tuesday,
July 17, at the Ardent Craft Ales taproom in
Scott’s Addition for an evening of networking and conversation. Alumni and other
experienced YLD lawyers shared their
experience with the current students as
the students discussed their summer placements, the upcoming on-campus interview
process, and career goals.The event provided
an opportunity for alumni to continue to
network and build relationships with fellow

Where great meetings happen.

join.
connect.
engage.
1111 East Main Street
Suite 905
Richmond, VA 23219

VBA on Main has the space
for you. Whether you are
looking for a large
conference room, a place for
a cup of coffee during a recess,
a small room for a client
meeting or a quiet respite for
focused work, VBA on Main
is a capital idea when
you're in Virginia's capital.

Reserve online via
www.vba.org/reserve

Judge Everett Martin headlined a bar prep breakfast for Washington & Lee students studying for the bar exam
in Lexington this summer.

Opportunities to Get Involved
Are you looking for an opportunity to get involved with the VBA
Young Lawyers Division? You can read about the YLD’s multiple
projects and committees at: vba.org/yldactivities. Just reach
out to the project or committee chair to learn more. In addition,
the YLD always welcomes ideas for new projects. Just reach out
to anyone on the YLD Executive Board to share your proposal:
vba.org/yld.
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FUN AT THE HOMESTEAD

Marie Thomas (center) and friends pose during cocktails prior to the annual banquet dinner.

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

VBA Summer Meeting A Success

The traditional banquet dinner drew a full house.

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Naveed Kalantar presents at a CLE session as co-panelist Tara McCook looks on.

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Senator Tim Kaine (L) and challenger Corey Stewart faced each other in a debate moderated by
PBS Newshour anchor Judy Woodruff.

The Virginia senatorial debate was sponsored by the VBA, continuing a tradition of senate debates at the Summer Meeting.
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Virginia Solicitor General Toby Heytens participates in a CLE presentation.
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Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Members of the VBA Board of Governors at the Summer Meeting.

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

The 128th Summer Meeting of the Virginia Bar Association.

The Summer Meeting provides an excellent opportunity for YLD members to network.

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

The Virginia senatorial debate, sponsored by the VBA, drew a packed audience.

YLD members Will Prince, Lee Lester, and Jonathan Lucier enjoy the traditional banquet dinner.
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Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

VBA members Peyton Mahaffey (center left) and Ted Ellett enjoy conversation at the closing
reception of the Summer Meeting.
Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Enjoying drinks outside before the banquet dinner is an annual tradition.

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Gant Redmon (center), a VBA Life Member, attends a CLE presentation.
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Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

James W. Jennings Jr. (left) and F. Blair Wimbush enjoy the reception prior to the banquet
dinner.

VBA members enjoy cocktails before the banquet dinner.

Summer Meeting attendees chose from a diverse menu of CLE offerings.
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Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

VBA members enjoy the traditional drinks and fellowship on the front porch of the Homestead
after the banquet.

The hall was full for the annual banquet dinner.

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Sam Haisley, Eduardo Vidal, Chad Ligon, Jennifer Ligon, Chris Olcott, Liz Olcott, Staci Figueroa,
Joe Figueroa enjoy drinks before the banquet dinner.

Jon and Caroline Puvak enjoy drinks before the banquet dinner.

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Naveed and Meagan Kalantar attend a CLE session.

Brooks Smith presents during a CLE session on Virginia environmental issues.

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

Courtesy: Khadijah Vasser

VBA President Steuart Thomas addresses the banquet dinner.

Debate moderator Judy Woodruff asks a question during the VBA’s senatorial debate.
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OPENING STATEMENT REPEATS AS WINNER

YLD Succeeds at ABA National Competition

Courtesy: VBA Staff

Credit Issues Project
Mentor Program
Model Judiciary Program
The VBA YLD was also awarded the coveted ABA Outstanding Public Service
Project Award for our public service
project and “dedication and commitment
to public service.” The ABA reviews all of
the state and local submissions in evaluating the winner of this award, and it is only
given to one YLD.
The numerous awards and recognition
would not have been possible but for the
valiant efforts of our dynamic young lawyers
in creating and conducting the various projects.Thank you for again for your efforts and
dedication, and we anticipate even greater
projects coming forth in 2019! 

Courtesy: VBA Staff

in as many categories as possible.
The VBA YLD made a remarkable showing at the 2018 American Bar Association’s
Annual Meeting and WON in its division
for ALL of the 4 categories in which we
submitted an application:
Newsletter – Opening Statement
Single Project Diversity – Diversity in
the Legal Profession Symposium held at
University of Richmond Law School
Single Project Service to the Public –
Town Hall - 2017 Lt. Gov. Debate
Comprehensive (max of 5 projects can
be submitted):
Legal Food Frenzy
Washington & Lee University Law School
Preview Breakfast Program

Courtesy: VBA Staff

The VBA YLD succeeded again this year
at the American Bar Association’s national
conference. Each year, the ABA’s Young
Lawyer’s Division holds an annual Awards
of Achievement Program, which allows
state and local young lawyer organizations across the country to submit their
best projects for evaluation and recognition. The VBAYLD is currently in the State
Division C of the ABAYoung Lawyers Division. The Awards of Achievement Program
is designed to encourage project development and provide national recognition of
the time, effort, and skills expended by
young lawyer organizations in implementing public service and bar service projects
in their communities.
There are five categories of competition for
submissions. Each year, the VBA YLD submits projects for evaluation and recognition

Courtesy: VBA Staff

The VBA YLD took home five awards at the ABA’s national conference this year.

The Single Project Service to the Public Award, based on the
2017 Town Hall Lt. Governor’s Debate.

Opening Statement wins first in its division for the third year
in a row.

Support VBA Foundation

The coveted Public Service Project Award, which is awarded
to only one YLD per year.

The VBA Foundation funds numerous programs, including the Ask A
Lawyer Project, the Pro Bono Hotlines, the Model Judiciary Project,
the Veterans Issues Task Force, and Regional Mentoring Programs.
To donate or to learn more, visit: vba.org/foundation.

… Opportunity to Advocate, continued from page 2
fellow young lawyer), and it will examine
specific actions and approaches that members of the VBA and other Virginians might
undertake to help counteract the disunity,
disrespect and closed-mindedness plaguing
communities, large and small, around the
country. I encourage all young lawyers to
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attend this program.
Finally, as we are gearing up for an active
fall, theYLD is rolling out a new Post-Event
Reporting Form (to be available soon on
theVBAYLD page at: https://vba.org/yld).
We are asking all YLD leaders who

organize events or activities to complete
the form after every event (in addition
to submitting photos and write-ups to
editors@openingstatement.org) so that
we can begin to gather information that will
helpYLD leaders plan future events and use
our resources as efficiently as possible. 
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