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North Carolina Rules of Professional Conduct
The following rules govern attorneys' professional responsibilities when utilizing artificial intelligence, electronic evidence, forensic experts, and third-party technology providers in litigation.
	Rule
	Ethical Obligation and Application

	Rule 1.1: Competence
	Requires competent representation, including an understanding of the benefits and risks of relevant technology. Attorneys must appropriately evaluate AI-generated information and electronic evidence.

	Rule 1.6: Confidentiality of Information
	Requires protection of information relating to client representation, including when using AI platforms, forensic experts, cloud services, and third-party vendors.

	Rule 3.3: Candor Toward the Tribunal
	Prohibits knowingly presenting false statements or evidence. Attorneys must independently verify AI-generated legal authorities and ensure the accuracy of representations concerning electronic evidence.

	Rule 3.4: Fairness to Opposing Party and Counsel
	Addresses preservation, discovery, and presentation of evidence, including electronic information. Also prohibits falsification of evidence, assisting false testimony, and improper witness inducements.

	Rule 5.3: Responsibilities Regarding Nonlawyer Assistance
	Requires appropriate oversight of nonlawyer personnel and outside service providers, including forensic experts, litigation support vendors, and AI technology providers.


The complete text of each rule, including official comments and related ethics opinions, is available through the North Carolina State Bar Rules of Professional Conduct.
North Carolina State Bar Guidance on Artificial Intelligence
2024 Formal Ethics Opinion 1: Use of Artificial Intelligence in a Law Practice
Adopted November 1, 2024.
This opinion specifically addresses attorneys' ethical obligations when incorporating AI into legal practice. It confirms that attorneys may use AI provided they maintain competence, protect client confidentiality, appropriately supervise its use, and exercise independent professional judgment. It also addresses client communication, consent, and billing considerations. 
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Additional Resources
· NC State Bar: Ethics and Governing Rules — Central resource for professional responsibility guidance, rules, and ethics opinions.
· NC State Bar: Adopted Ethics Opinions — Searchable collection of formal ethics opinions.
· North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure — Including Rules 26 and 37 concerning discovery and related obligations.
· North Carolina Rules of Evidence — Including Rules 702 and 901 governing expert testimony and authentication.
Key Ethical Considerations
Attorneys should remain mindful that the use of AI, forensic specialists, and other litigation technologies does not eliminate their independent professional responsibilities. Appropriate safeguards include protecting confidential information, supervising third-party assistance, preserving electronic evidence, ensuring the integrity of expert testimony, and independently verifying AI-generated research and analysis before relying upon it in litigation.
This reference guide is intended to accompany the CLE presentation and direct attendees to the applicable professional responsibility authorities.
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