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MANUFACTURERS

Truly. Wins 2017 Good Design Award
ɆɆ OM’s Truly. chair has won a 2017 Good Design Award in the annual international competition,
adding to a long list of awards it has already received.
“It’s a surprise and an honor to be included in such
terrific company,” says Wilson Chow, president of OM.
“The products recognized are the most outstanding designs from around the world. Truly’s inclusion is a testament to OM’s evolving role as a workplace resource and
how thoughtfully we’re addressing our clients’ needs for
functional and beautiful seating solutions.”
The award is presented by The Chicago Athenaeum,
together with The European Centre for Architecture,
Art, Design, and Urban Studies. The most innovative
and cutting edge industrial, product and graphic designs
from more than 48 countries compete in the contest.
Francisco Romero of Phidesign applied his unique
background in architecture, applied math and design to
the versatile Truly. Its good looks reflect a growing consideration of the range of working spaces, from home
offices and startups to contemporary and traditional
corporate offices. Truly.’s engineering addresses one
defining concept: Can a chair gracefully integrate a back
height adjuster and adjustable lumbar support with multiple ergonomic options in a high-end
aesthetic? Truly. responds with a resounding yes. Its exoskeleton construction centers around
a strong vertical yoke that serves as a chair spine, delivering functionality and range of motion
while also providing a distinctive design flair that brings the chair together, literally.
Combining next-generation materials and well-considered design, Truly. features innovations
such as its frameless TrueFit backrest technology, a lively “technical” backrest support membrane that adjusts in height and allows for a bowable lumbar support curve that is adjusted via a
patent-pending activation system.
Design elements include a new color palette for the contoured, perforated polyback, polished
aluminum and matte black finishes, an option for an elegantly tailored upholstered backrest, a
sleek new arm profile and a back shroud that encases and facilitates the architecture of the chair’s
movement. A polished aluminum yoke is topped by a graceful, adjustable headrest. A nameplate,
used when a headrest is not specified, comes in one of six colors that provide an opportunity for
self-expression. Myriad control mechanisms and a wide library of arms, casters, cylinders and
seat sizes are available. Truly. can go understated or loud, whatever the environment or personalities require.
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TEXTILES / TRENDS

Camira’s New Trend Report Seeks to be a ‘Catalyst for
Creativity’
ɆɆ Camira’s third annual trend report, “Revolution,” represents a manifesto of its most forwardthinking ideas that will shape workplace, fashion and culture in the year ahead. Its four themes —
reflect, react, reimagine and rejoice — each convey stories referencing colors, textures and refined
combination palettes using fabrics made by Camira. The report showcases an array of polyester,
wool and bast fibre fabrics alongside complementary materials used in interior environments.
The insight and expertise compiled by
Camira’s product development team can be
used to create trend-inspired materials for
architects, designers and specifiers across
the contract and transportation sectors.
The report aims to inspire with new combinations and concepts.
A copy of the report can be ordered at
www.camirafabrics.com/trends.
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MEDIA

Architecture & Design Film Festival Returns to LA
ɆɆ The Architecture & Design Film Festival
returns to Los Angeles March 14-18 at the
historic Los Angeles Theatre Center.
Following the success of this fall’s New
York festival and, most recently, its first
festival in Washington, D.C., at the National
Building Museum, the event will show a
selection of 30-plus compelling short-length
and feature films. The screenings will explore the life and work of revered architects
and designers, such as desert modernist
Albert Frey, contemporary architect Bjarke
Ingels and fashion designer Dries van Noten. Films also will cover timely topics such as the power of design to instill positive change and
the building of a model city to solve urban problems.
Over the course of five days, the films will be supplemented by a robust lineup of programming
and interactive experiences.
During the Short Films Walk on March 10, design aficionados can visit the Helms Bakery District where six showrooms including Arcana Books, Harbour Outdoor, H.D. Buttercup, Scandinavian Designs, Room & Board and Vitra will open their doors and screen more than 24 short film
documentaries throughout the day. The event will conclude with a public screening of “Building
Hope: The Maggie’s Centres,” a beautifully shot film by award-winning director Sarah Howitt that
tells the story of Maggie’s and the role that great design plays in the cancer support it offers.
MANUFACTURERS / AWARDS

Framery Wins 18th Place at the Great Place to Work
Finland Awards
ɆɆ Framery, the Finnish manufacturer of sound-insulated office phone booths and meeting pods,
won 18th place among medium-sized organizations at the Great Place to Work Finland 2018
Awards earlier this month. Great Place to Work Institute
is a global research, consulting and training firm that helps
organizations create and sustain great workplaces.
The high ranking comes after a successful year for
Framery. In November 2017 it was awarded the Internationalization Award of the President of the Republic of Finland for its rapid growth from 18 million euro revenue ($22
million U.S.) to around 40 million (about $50 million U.S.).
Framery is aiming for 200 million euro revenue by 2020.
It’s one of the fastest growing companies in Europe with
120 new employees recruited in 2017.
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STAD Office Furniture System Wins a Grands Prix Du
Design Award

ɆɆ Groupe Lacasse’s recently launched STAD office furniture system has been awarded a Grand
Prix du Design award in the office furniture contract and industrial designer category.
STAD also won a Good Design Award last December in Chicago.
The Grand Prix du Design awards honors Quebec-based designers and architects. They were
given out earlier this month in Montreal.
MANUFACTURERS / WELLNESS

Teknion Releases Global Workplace Wellness Book
ɆɆ Teknion has announced the launch of the brand’s highly anticipated book: “Design Does Matter, The True Measure of a Space is How it Makes Us Feel.” The book reveals how to achieve a
happy and productive office space.
Comprised of essays by design professionals, scholars and writers, the second installment of
Teknion’s research work provides designers, realtors, business owners, facility managers and
human resource professionals insight for creating an environment that plays to the end-user’s
psychology.
Contributing designers include Luke Pearson and Tom Lloyd of PearsonLloyd, Suzanne Tick of
Suzanne Tick Inc and Lauren Rottet of Rottet Studio.
PearsonLloyd is an award-winning product, furniture and innovation design studio in
Shoreditch, East London. For the last 20 years, the agency has designed products, systems and en-
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vironments for the home, workplace, transport and health care sectors — most recently garnering
attention for a groundbreaking aviation design for Lufthansa.
Tick is the founder of the award-winning Suzanne Tick Inc, which specializes in materials
brand strategy, product design, development and direction for commercial interiors. Her work is
exhibited worldwide, including at MoMA and Art Basel, and collected by private and corporate
clients. In 2016 she presented her unique and personal approach to hand-woven pieces with her
TedXNavesink talk, “Weaving Trash into Treasure.”
Rottet is the founding principal of Rottet Studio, an international architecture and design firm
based in Houston, Texas. She is a member of Interior Design’s Hall of Fame and was the first
woman to be a fellow of both the International Interior Design Association and the American
Institute of Architects.
WALLCOVERING / ASSOCIATIONS

Wallcoverings Association Annual Meeting Forecasts
Trends, Fosters Networking, Education
ɆɆ More than 150 wallcoverings distributors and suppliers attended the Wallcoverings Association annual meeting in Clearwater Beach, Florida, in January.
Speakers included Chip Eichelberger
of Big Speak, Rouse Media President
Glenn Haussman, Vinyl Institute CEO
Dick Doyle and Phil Gwoke of BridgeWorks, who talked about the multigenerational workforce. Interior Design publisher Carol Cisco gave a 2018
trends forecast.
Two influential figures in the
wallcoverings industry were honored
at the meeting. Gary Morris, founder of
Eykon Design Resources, received the
President’s Award, and Janice Hofmann, president of Creative Strategies
Public Relations, was given the Service
Excellence Award.
WA Executive Director Matt Bruno also unveiled the organization’s redesigned website at the
meeting. “The new look and feel of our website communicates what we envision for the WA and
the industry as a whole, as we look to the future,” Bruno said. “We have worked to position our
website as a resource hub for the industry. With our new design and increased ease-of-use, we
feel we are poised to deliver on our commitment to wallcoverings.”
For the first time, meeting attendees had the opportunity to reserve pop-up meeting rooms for
individual supplier meetings. The chance to meet one-on-one is a unique aspect of WA’s annual
meeting and allows for meaningful connections to be made and maintained year-over-year.
The 2019 annual meeting will be Jan. 26–29 at the Key Largo Marriott in Key Largo, FL.
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Karndean DesignFlooring Celebrates Top Partners and
Rasies $3,300 for Veteran’s Assistance Organization
ɆɆ At its annual customer appreciation golf outing at Las
Vegas’ Siena Golf Club, Karndean Designflooring and its
top partners hit the links and raised a total of $3,300 for
the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS).
This is the fourth year the event has included a fundraiser to support a veterans service organization.
TAPS offers emotional help, hope and healing to those
grieving the death of a loved one in military service to
America.
“This event started out as a way for customers to spend
time with Karndean Designflooring executives, memEmil Mellow, Director of Public Relations, Karndean
bers of the product team, and to celebrate the previous
Designflooring; Marie Campbell, Senior Advisor, Comyears’ successes,” Chief Sales and Marketing Officer Larry munity Engagement and Special Events, TAPS; Larry
Chief Sales and Marketing Officer, Karndean
Browder said. “Over the last several years it has evolved Browder,
Designflooring.
into something even more meaningful for both Karndean
Designflooring and our partners.”
All proceeds from “mulligans” sold on the golf course were combined with additional contributions and matched by Karndean Designflooring.
“At TAPS, we refer to ourselves as ‘America’s Family,’ and we are honored to have Karndean
Designflooring as a part of our family so that together we can provide support to the families of
America’s fallen heroes,” said TAPS spokesperson Marie Campbell.
DESIGN

WBCS Relocates Headquarters; lauckgroup Donates
Design Services
ɆɆ After more than 17 years in Arlington, Texas, the nonprofit Women’s
Business Council — Southwest has decided to relocate its regional headquarters to the Las Colinas area in Irving,
Texas.
“Irving was a clear choice for our
new headquarters because of its central location in the DFW metroplex,”
says Debbie Hurst, president of WBCS.
“Additionally, we now have the ability
to hold committee meetings and our
monthly Table Topics luncheon series
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in the same location as our offices. We are excited to be in Las Colinas and believe it will really
enhance our ability to serve our members.”
WBCS used several of its certified, women-owned companies to assist in different aspects of the
new space. Interior architecture firm lauckgroup donated its time to design the 4,200-squarefoot space, create custom graphics and assist with furniture selection. Business Interiors received
the bid to furnish the entire office and included a donation of a large conference table. Eliza Solender of Solender/Hall represented WBCS in the transaction, and Guaranteed Express assisted
with the move.
For the office’s design, lauckgroup sought to modernize the workplace and strengthen the
brand, while making creative, budget-conscious choices. Upon entry, staff and visitors are greeted
by a warm, wood element that frames the company’s impressive history and accomplishments
in a timeline graphic. The wood feature continues on the floor and ceiling, leading into the main
conference room.
Throughout the office are exposed concrete columns at a 45-degree angle. Some columns still
show original markings from when the building was constructed. The exposed concrete columns
allow for a neutral color palette with accents of blue and grey, as seen in the carpet and furnishings.
“Rather than having a traditional wall and door, most of the private offices or meeting rooms
instead have two glass panels and an opening where the door would normally be,” says Anne
Kniffen, managing principal at lauckgroup. “This was something we encouraged WBCS to consider as it ultimately brought more daylight into the internal workstation area. It also helped them
stay within budget and create a more pleasant corridor.”
For an added level of privacy in offices and the break room, lauckgroup developed a custom vinyl
film pattern derived from the “W” of the WBCS logo. The criss-cross pattern of the privacy screen
reinforces the “w” shape of the logo and upgrades the face of all the small meeting rooms or offices.
The small meeting rooms feature an exposed concrete column and a contemporary felt lighting
fixture with acoustical properties that help absorb sound and reduce reverberation.
The workstation areas are zoned and oriented to be supportive of a variety of needs, as some
staff are required to do constant verbal communication, whereas others require quieter spaces for
focused work.
Patrons also will enjoy an elegant break room with an upgraded tile backsplash and a table for
six that doubles as an additional casual meeting space. The WBCS team’s previous break room
was inadequate and underused, resulting in most employees eating at their desks. The more welcome environment is helping to change that pattern.
“Overall, the design supports positive energy and great workplace principles,” Kniffen says. “We
are grateful that we were able to help create a nice home that the WBCS staff and members can be
proud of and enjoy for years to come.”
The council has a 23-year history of providing national certification to women-owned businesses on behalf of the Women Business Enterprise National Council for the Southwest region
The region includes Arkansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and North and Central Texas.
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JRB Studio Announces New Area Vice President for Central
US
ɆɆ JRB Studio, a Baker manufacturing brand, has hired Michelle Gibson as its area vice president
for the central region. She will run sales operations in Dallas, Houston, Chicago, St.
Louis and Minneapolis.
Gibson, who resides in the Dallas area, has more than 20 years of sales experience in
the contract furniture industry. She has led sales efforts for manufacturers, independent manufacturer representative groups and commercial furniture dealers. Gibson
Gibson
also founded MG Design, LLC, a design and contract consulting company based in
Raleigh, North Carolina. Most recently, she was sales director for Business Interiors, a Steelcase
dealer in Irving, Texas.
CAREERS

TPG Architecture Appoints Four New Managing Executives
ɆɆ TPG Architecture has appointed four new managing executives: Bette Samuel, Suzette Subance, Albert Thompson and Mavis Wiggins.
“As TPG Architecture has grown, we found that
adding new members to our core leadership would
not only strengthen us, but bring us closer to our
goals as a firm,” says Jim Phillips, founder and
managing executive.
Samuel
Subance
Thompson
Wiggins
Samuel has overseen projects focusing on corporate and retail interiors. She has 35 years of experience in project management, construction and
design. Through her experience with clients in the financial services industry, Samuel has been a
key asset as studio director in the New York office.
Subance joined TPG Architecture in 2012 and has more than 20 years of design industry experience. As a studio creative director, she has been responsible for some of the firm’s most prestigious projects. Last year, she was named Contract Magazine’s Designer of the Year. “She is now
considered among the luminaries of our profession,” Phillips says.
Thompson joined TPG Architecture in 1997. As studio director of the firm’s Long Island office, he has managed a wide array of projects, including corporate interiors, health care and base
building architecture. “Al started with us more than 20 years ago as a job captain and has grown to
lead our Long Island office,” Phillips says.
Wiggins joined TPG Architecture in 2010 and has developed a large and multifaceted workplace
portfolio with an emphasis in financial services. “Mavis is a true mentor, with a tremendous ability to develop others and to work collaboratively to meet client goals,” Phillips says. “She is adored
by the staff in the New York office for her grace and dignity. Her diplomatic skills are highly valued
as we develop our working relationships with suppliers, consultants and professional organizations.” BoF
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