PLANT SERVICES PROGRAM
GUIDANCE FOR GRAPE GROWERS

Washington State grape pest quarantine –
protecting our state’s grapes from pests and disease
Following state plant health quarantines
The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) establishes
quarantines to minimize the spread of harmful insects, disease and other
pests. This means that plant products must be certified as free of the
pests or disease identified in the quarantine before they can be moved
into our state or, in some cases, within our state. Violating quarantines can
result in shipments being rejected or destroyed at the destination, or even
monetary penalties against violators.

Washington State quarantine pests
WSDA has established quarantines for the insects and diseases listed
below. These quarantines cover all grape (Vitis spp.) plants and plant parts
that can be used for propagation coming from outside of Washington State.
•

Grapevine fanleaf disease (Grapevine fanleaf virus)

•

Grapevine leafroll disease (Grapevine leafroll associated viruses)

•

Rugose wood complex (Grapevine virus A)

•

Rugose wood complex (Grapevine virus B)

•

Pierce’s Disease (Xylella fastidiosa)

•

Grapevine phylloxera (Daktulosphaira vitifoliae)

•

Vine mealybug (Planococcus ficus)

Quarantine Rules
In order to transport grape stock into Washington, the following conditions
must be met:
•

All in-coming grape stock must have an inspection certificate
issued by the plant protection organization in the state of
origin certifying the grapevines meet Washington’s quarantine
requirements.

•

The grape stock must be certified through an official state clean
plant certification program recognized by WSDA.

•

If the shipment is from states known to have infestations of
phylloxera or vine mealybug, then the inspection certificate must
include statements regarding how they were grown or treated to
ensure they are free of those pests.

•

All shipments of grape stock coming from a quarantine area must
be clearly marked on the outside of the package as “grapevines,”
“grape root stock,” or “grape cuttings.”

AGR PUB 800-682 (N/4/18)

Pre-Notification Rule
Before grape stock is shipped into
Washington from another state, the
shipper must send notification to WSDA
and include:
•

Approximate number of plants
being shipped.

•

Name of firm shipping the grape
stock.

•

Destination.

•

Treatment method used, if
applicable.

•

Approximate date of delivery.

This information can be emailed to
nursery@agr.wa.gov or sent by fax to
360-902-2094.

Additional information and
resources
Visit agr.wa.gov/PlantsInsects/
PlantQuarantines/PlantQuarantines.
aspx for more information on the
grape pest quarantine. The complete
description of the quarantine is in
Washington Administrative Code 16-483.
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Are you properly licensed?
What licensing do I need to sell or handle plants?
Anyone handling or selling horticultural plants is considered a “nursery
dealer” and is required to have a nursery license for each place of business
where plants are sold. This includes wholesalers, retailers, growers, shippers
and brokers who sell grape plants, rootstocks or cuttings as a part of their
business. This required license is sometimes called a nursery endorsement.

How much does the nursery endorsement cost?
Fees for the nursery endorsement are based on the volume of plant sales and
range from $63 to $274 annually. Having an endorsement entitles the nursery
to 2 to 4 hours of free annual inspection. A growing season inspection ensures
you are selling plants free from pest infestation and helps you meet interstate
shipping requirements.

Do I need a nursery endorsement on my business license
to sell grapevine cuttings?
Yes! Cuttings for propagative purposes meet the definition of a ‘horticultural
plant’ and the seller must be licensed if they sell more than $100 worth of
cuttings or other plants annually.

Are there penalties for operating without a nursery
endorsement?

Where can I go for more
information?
For information on obtaining a
nursery endorsement, a master
business license, or for the
location of the licensing office

Yes. Selling plants or cuttings without an endorsement can result in a civil
penalty of up to $1,000. Violators may have plants held from sale until they
are properly endorsed.

nearest you, call Business License

What are grapevine assessment fees?

and rules, interstate shipment

WSDA collects a 5 percent assessment from Washington grapevine producers
on the wholesale price of all Vitis species, or grapevine, cuttings and plants
they sell. The amount cannot be more than 10 cents per grapevine or cutting.
Producers report and pay this assessment to WSDA by July 1 each year, with
the assessment based on the previous 12 months of sales. Late payments may
be charged a 20 percent late fee.

Service at 1-800-451-7985.
To learn more about nursery laws
of plant materials, plant health
quarantines or to obtain a
plant sale permit, contact the
WSDA Plant Services Program
at nursery@agr.wa.gov or (360)
902-1874.

How is the money raised through assessments used?
Assessment fees are placed in a special fund dedicated to improving
Washington’s grapevine industry. The money is primarily used to support
WSDA’s virus-tested grapevine certification program. The funds also support
research projects based on recommendations from grapevine growers.

Where can I obtain a nursery endorsement on my
business license?
Visit www.bls.dor.wa.gov/nursery.aspx to apply for the nursery endorsement
online.
Need this publication in an alternate format? Call the WSDA Receptionist at 360-902-1976 or TTY 800-833-6388.
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