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Are You in Compliance with Rules for Pesticide Products 
Containing Paraquat? 
 
It has been a few years since significant changes occurred, but recent EPA 
announcements have prompted a revisit to them and a review of new 
information. Are you in compliance? 
 

In its 2016 Human Health Mitigation Decision, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) determined that 4 changes were needed for pesticide products 
containing paraquat dichloride: 
 

 1.  Label changes that highlight its toxicity; 
 2.  Training requirements for certified paraquat applicators; 
 3.  Closed-system packing for all non-bulk product containers;  
 4.  Restricting paraquat use to certified applicators. 
 

What are the benefits of paraquat? 
Paraquat dichloride, which was introduced in 1964, is often referred to as Gramoxone. It is 
one of the most widely used herbicides in the United States, and is a fast acting, broad 
spectrum, non-selective contact herbicide used for weed control and as a dessicant for 
crops such as potatoes prior to harvest. Paraquat is effective under low temperatures 
when weeds are not actively growing, and it is not significantly affected by rainfall soon 
after its application. It is a restricted use pesticide; no paraquat products are registered for 
use in residential areas. 

 

Why did EPA change its rules for paraquat products? 
Paraquat is toxic and has no known antidote. When handled incorrectly, consequences 
can be severe. Numerous incidents involving ingestion of paraquat have been reported to 
the EPA, with a disproportionate number of deaths related to paraquat ingestion in 
comparison to similar pesticides. Many ingestion incidents have resulted from storing 
paraquat in beverage containers, despite label warnings. Paraquat is also corrosive to 
human skin and has caused numerous severe injuries from leakage or accidental spray 
during its application. 
 

How will EPA’s changes for using paraquat products affect you?   
All paraquat product users must be certified applicators. In addition to pesticide 
application, anyone who opens or handles an open parquet product container, mixes, 
loads, rinses containers, handles rinsate or excess spray mix, cleans or services 
contaminated equipment/sprayers, or cleans up spills is considered a user and must be a 
certified applicator. Certified applicators must have a certificate on file before using 
products containing paraquat. Direct supervision of unlicensed pesticide handlers is not 
allowed for paraquat products. 
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In March 2019, the EPA released an online specialized training module for paraquat 
certified applicators. Certified applicators must complete EPA’s online specialized 
paraquat training at least once every three years. 
 

Beginning in September 2018, labels on paraquat products must state that their use is 
restricted to certified applicators. Labels will also provide additional safety and risk 
warning information in English, Spanish, and graphic form. Label safety information 
includes a cautionary sticker on or near the container cap, a safety requirements sticker 
on the container, and a safety counter card that will be issued during purchase. 
 

Can I still use existing stock of paraquat products? 
Existing stock of paraquat products can continue to be used and sold until gone, if its use 
is consistent with label restrictions. However, if older stock of product containing paraquat 
are tank mixed with new products, the new label restrictions must be followed. 
 

Are any additional changes related to paraquat use expected? 
In early 2021, all non-bulk containers (less than 120 gallons) will need to meet closed 
system requirements. These requirements will only allow transfer or removal of the 
pesticide directly into proper application equipment to prevent spills, mixing, or pouring 
the pesticide into other containers that could lead to paraquat exposure. 
 

Paraquat is currently undergoing a registration reevaluation, which is part of a 15-year 
review process the EPA routinely conducts for pesticides. In October 2019, the EPA 
released a draft human health and ecological assessment for public comment thru 
December 16, 2019. After public comments are reviewed, the EPA will determine whether 
additional risk mitigation measures are required for products containing paraquat. 
 

What is Winegrowers doing for you?   
Winegrowers continues to advocate with the Washington State Department of Agriculture 
(WSDA) and the Washington Department of Labor and Industries to provide clear, 
consistent, complete, and timely information to stakeholders regarding changes to 
pesticide compliance requirements and related education.  
  

More information: 
WSDA Paraquat Page: 
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/pesticides-and-fertilizers/pesticides/paraquat  
WSDA Fact Sheet:  
https://cms.agr.wa.gov/WSDAKentico/Documents/Pubs/818-
ParaquatLabelChangesFactSheet.pdf  
EPA Certified Applicator Training: 
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/paraquat-dichloride-training-certified-
applicators 
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