
On April 18, 2009, representatives 
from 24 education research asso-
ciations from around the world 

unanimously affirmed their commitment to 
establish a new forum to advance education 
research worldwide. The resolution stated:

On the 18th day of April, in San Di-
ego, California, the national, regional, 
and international specialty education 
research associations, whose governing 
bodies had committed to forming the 
World Education Research Association 
(WERA), officially approved the estab-
lishment of WERA in accordance with 
the mission and articles set forth in its 
proposed constitution.

With passage of this resolution, all the as-
sociation representatives in attendance 
stood and gave a standing ovation. The 
establishment of WERA signaled a new 
commitment to work together as a global 
community of organizations to advance 
education research as a scientific and schol-
arly field. The resolution was the culmina-
tion of activity that was initiated in 2007 
by Eva Baker (University of California, Los 
Angeles), during her term as AERA Presi-
dent and that continued with her leader-
ship through this April’s meeting.
   As set forth in the Preamble of the WERA 
Constitution, the associations that consti-
tute WERA are resolved to work together 
to address such issues as building capacity 
and interest in education research, advanc-
ing education research policies and practic-
es, and promoting the use and application 
of education research around the world. 
Fundamental to WERA’s mission is to 
share skills, strengths, and sensitivities and 
build upon the diversity of traditions, lan-
guages, and critiques to transcend what any 
one association can accomplish in its own 
country, region, or area of specialization.
   The WERA meeting in San Diego was 

held directly after the AERA 2009 An-
nual Meeting and was attended by the 
founding members as well as by observ-
ers from four associations whose govern-
ing bodies had not yet met or decided to 
join WERA. The founding members are 
national, regional, and international spe-
cialty education research associations that 
have attended at least one of four interna-
tional meetings exploring the possibility of 
establishing WERA, plus two national as-
sociations that were approved for member-
ship. In addition to a Transition Plan, of-
ficial agreement by individual associations 
to join WERA involved their approval of 
the WERA Constitution, a Three-Year Fi-
nancial Plan, and a Three-Year Program 
Plan—all finalized in Singapore in No-
vember 2008. The April meeting in San 
Diego—the fifth international meeting 
of associations—was designed to be the 
point of decision making on whether to 

establish WERA. Previous meetings were 
held in Chicago in April 2007, London 
in September 2007, New York in March 
2008, and Singapore in November 2008.
   Founding representatives took several ac-
tions leading to the creation of an interim 
WERA governance structure. They elected a 
Nominating Committee consisting of Chair 
Wim Jochems (European Educational Re-
search Association), Ong Kim Lee (Educa-
tional Research Association of Singapore), 
and Jo-Anne Reid (Australian Association 
for Research in Education) to receive nomi-
nations, create a slate of candidates, and con-
duct the election of an Interim President and 
Interim Secretary-General (see next page).
   Much of the meeting focused on issues re-
lated to ensuring a smooth transition. It was 
agreed that WERA would in all likelihood 
be chartered in the District of Columbia, 
given that Felice Levine, AERA Executive 
Director, has been serving as facilitator for 
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WERA-in-formation. Levine emphasized, 
and all concurred, that the site for charter-
ing WERA is a decision of administrative 
convenience rather than substantive or 
symbolic significance. Jochems and Levine 
discussed budget and finances in light of 
the number of founding associations to 
date, anticipated needs for the first 3 years 
of WERA, and projected dues based on a 
sliding fee schedule, using the World Bank 
Classification of National Economies.
   Considerable attention was devoted to 
planning for symposia, workshops, and 
other sessions at member associations’ an-
nual meetings and other venues. A com-
mittee consisting of Petronilha B. Gon-

çalves e Silva (Brazilian Black Researchers 
Association and National Association of 
Research and Graduate Studies on Educa-
tion, Brazil), Nelofer Halai (Pakistan As-
sociation for Research in Education), Su-
san Street (Consejo Mexicano de Investi-
gación Educativa), Oon-Seng Tan (Educa-
tional Research Association of Singapore), 
and Jeremy Hoad (British Educational 
Research Association) volunteered to ex-
plore further the planning and organiza-
tion of substantive symposia for 2009 and 
2010. Plans are also in progress for hold-
ing capacity-building workshops in differ-
ent parts of the world and seeking external 
funding to support that objective.

   In her closing remarks, Chair Levine 
reflected on the enormous progress that 
had been achieved toward international-
izing education research over the past 2 
years. “Although challenges still lie ahead, 
WERA has emerged through the hard 
work, cooperation, and dedication of 
representatives from around the world to 
advance education research at a scale and 
significance that heretofore has not been 
envisioned or sought,” she noted.
   The inaugural meeting of the WERA 
Council will take place on September 
26–27, 2009, in Vienna, Austria, culmi-
nating in a ceremony formally marking 
the establishment of WERA.
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