WHEREAS:

The City of Rochester, New York celebrates its local small businesses and the
contributions they make to our local economy and community; According to the United
States Small Business Administration (SBA), as of 2018 there were 30.2 million small
businesses in the United States; They represented 99.7 percent of all businesses with
employees in the United States, and are responsible for 65.9 percent of the 8.4 million net
new jobs created from 2000 to 2017; Women owned 12.3 million of these small businesses
and women of color owned 47 percent of all these women-owned businesses (SBA); and

Whereas:

Eight million businesses or 29.3 percent of U.S. firms are owned by minorities; Of these 8
million businesses, 12 percent were Hispanic-owned, 10 percent were Black- or African
American-owned, 7 percent were Asian-owned, 1 percent were owned by American
Indians and Alaska Natives, and 0.2 percent were owned by Native Hawaiians and other
Pacific Islander (SBA); and

WHEREAS:

Small businesses now employ approximately 58.9 million people or a 1.1 million increase
from 2016 —comprising 47.8 percent of all employees in the private sector in the United
States; 92 percent of consumers in the United States say that Small Business Saturday
has had a positive impact on their community by supplying jobs and generating tax
revenue; and

WHEREAS:

The City of Rochester supports its local small businesses and their efforts to create jobs,
boost our local economy and keep our neighborhoods vibrant; the City promotes such
initiatives as Rochester’s ShopTheROC, Kiva Rochester crowdfunding, the Office of
Community Wealth Building, as well as information workshops for business loans, grants
and other assistance from the City—and endorses the Saturday after Thanksgiving as
Small Business Saturday.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lovely A. Warren, Mayor of the City of Rochester, New York, do hereby
proclaim November 30, 2019 to be:

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
In Witness Whereof, I Have hereunto set my
hand on this thirtieth day of November in the year
2019.
Signed:

Mayor, Rochester, New York

