
WOC NURSES ARE 
SPECIALISTS WHO 
PROVIDE SUPERIOR 
OSTOMY CARE TO 
PATIENTS BEFORE AND 
AFTER SURGERY.

CARE DOESN’T STOP WHEN PATIENTS 
ARE SENT HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL.

WOUND, OSTOMY AND CONTINENCE (WOC) NURSES PROVIDE SPECIALIZED OSTOMY 
CARE WITH THE GOAL OF MAXIMIZING INDEPENDENCE IN SELF-CARE.

WOC NURSES ARE EXPERIENCED,  

BACCALAUREATE-PREPARED  

REGISTERED NURSES.

THEY ARE BOARD CERTIFIED FROM THE  
WOUND, OSTOMY AND CONTINENCE NURSING  
CERTIFICATION BOARD (WOCNCB).

THEY ATTEND WOCN-ACCREDITED WOUND,  
OSTOMY AND CONTINENCE NURSING EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS (WOCNEPs).
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PATIENTS GET ALL OF THE HELP THEY NEED 

THROUGHOUT THE CONTINUUM OF CARE.

CERTIFIED WOC NURSES  

PROVIDE PHYSICAL AND 

EMOTIONAL GUIDANCE  
THROUGH OSTOMY SUPPORT GROUPS 

AND LONG-TERM, FOLLOW-UP 
OSTOMY CARE.

PEOPLE WITH OSTOMIES GET HELP 

WITH COMPLEX PROSTHETIC 
FITTINGS, PRODUCT SELECTION, 

TREATMENT OF PERISTOMAL 

SKIN COMPLICATIONS, SEXUAL 

COUNSELING, DIETARY COUNSELING 

AND VOCATIONAL COUNSELING.
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As one who found himself facing health issues and life-altering 
changes that needed careful consideration, when I needed calm 
reassurance and knowledgeable and caring support, that support 
came in the form of two wonderful WOC nurses. Because of them, 
living with a stoma is as natural as my life was prior to my surgery.

– OSTOMY PATIENT
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THE DIFFERENCE IS IN THE EVIDENCE. LEARN MORE ABOUT CERTIFIED WOUND, 
OSTOMY AND CONTINENCE NURSES AT wocn.org AND wocncb.org.

GET PATIENT INFORMATION AT 
wocn.org/patients.


