
 

Congratulations to our 2016 P.O.W.E.R. Award Recipient: Ria David, Ph.D., M.B.A. 

On September 20, 2016, the 2016 P.O.W.E.R. Award was presented to Dr. Ria David, Ph.D., M.B.A., the 

co-founder and President of Cybergenetics. Dr. David embodies the spirit of P.O.W.E.R and WIB-

Pittsburgh’s mission. 

 

Stephanie Kladakis announces the 2016 P.O.W.E.R. Award Winner, Ria David, as Beth Stronach 

presents the award made by local artist Jen Joyce. 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ria-david-8057065?authType=NAME_SEARCH&authToken=I60-&locale=en_US&srchid=103559961475018117955&srchindex=1&srchtotal=1&trk=vsrp_people_res_name&trkInfo=VSRPsearchId%3A103559961475018117955%2CVSRPtargetId%3A16683269%2CVSRPcmpt%3Aprimary%2CVSRPnm%3Atrue%2CauthType%3ANAME_SEARCH
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephanie-kladakis-715b346?authType=NAME_SEARCH&authToken=DhmT&locale=en_US&srchid=103559961475020555476&srchindex=1&srchtotal=1&trk=vsrp_people_res_name&trkInfo=VSRPsearchId%3A103559961475020555476%2CVSRPtargetId%3A20723201%2CVSRPcmpt%3Aprimary%2CVSRPnm%3Atrue%2CauthType%3ANAME_SEARCH
https://www.linkedin.com/in/beth-stronach-phd-a623536?authType=NAME_SEARCH&authToken=SUBh&locale=en_US&srchid=103559961475020596675&srchindex=1&srchtotal=2&trk=vsrp_people_res_name&trkInfo=VSRPsearchId%3A103559961475020596675%2CVSRPtargetId%3A18772778%2CVSRPcmpt%3Aprimary%2CVSRPnm%3Atrue%2CauthType%3ANAME_SEARCH
http://www.jenmjoyce.com/


Twenty years ago, Dr. David and her husband, Dr. Mark Perlin, adapted their TrueAllele technology to 

automate STR DNA interpretation. This truly disruptive technology interprets complex DNA evidence in a 

scientifically-validated manner, resulting in the most accurate forensic tool that criminal investigators have 

at their disposal. 

 

This proprietary tool has been used many times to protect women from harm. Most notably, TrueAllele 

was used to convict, with statistical certainty, a Pittsburgh offender who committed a gruesome double-

homicide. But the technology also protects the innocent; for example, TrueAllele analysis freed one 

Indiana man who had been falsely imprisoned for 27 years on brutal rape charges. When the right people 

are convicted for the right crimes they are no longer in positions to repeat their violence against other 

women. 

 

Dr. David and her team at Cybergenetics are significantly impacting the health and safety of women 

across the globe. Women In Bio-Pittsburgh is committed to promoting careers, leadership opportunities, 

and entrepreneurship for women in our region. As an active WIB member, Dr. David supports this mission 

passionately. She inspires future generations of women leaders by generously sponsoring the WIB-

Pittsburgh Mentors, Advisors, and Peers (MAPs) chapter which provides one-on-one mentoring for local 

university students and post-doctorates. She also opened her home, and shared her wisdom with WIB 

members who gathered to discuss career-paths and work-life balance strategies. Dr. David encourages 

all women to exceed societal expectations, and she continually advocates the advancement of women in 

our region. We applaud all she is doing for our organization, our community, and the world. We recognize 

Ria as a very P.O.W.E.R.ful member of our community! 

 

Ria was presented an award from the Pittsburgh City Council and a personal letter from Pennsylvania 

Governor Tom Wolf which applauded her success. Governor Wolf wrote, “The P.O.W.E.R. Award 

recognizes women who have a transformative role in the life sciences. Dr. Ria David has pioneered many 

innovative advancements in the field of her work and has left an indelible impact not only on our 

commonwealth, but across the nation.” WIB-Pittsburgh commissioned local artist Jen Joyce to create the 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-perlin-45489923
https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-tom-wolf/


2016 P.O.W.E.R. Award. She is a painter and photographer living in Aspinwall who draws inspiration from 

cityscapes of her favorite place - Pittsburgh. 

 

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf commends Ria David with a special letter. 


