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 Mariel Shlomchik is a Business Analyst at UPMC Enterprises where she supports 

the initiatives of the Immune Transplant and Therapy Center (ITTC). She assists the 

ITTC to commercialize UPMC and Pitt-developed life science therapeutics and 

discovery efforts, as well as to advance investments in local immunotherapy projects 

and companies. In her day-to-day role, Mariel contributes to scientific and commercial 

assessments of companies and internal opportunities for investment and/or 

partnerships, completes market trend research, and facilitates spin-out company 

formations. Mariel holds a BA in Biology with a specialization in Endocrinology from 

University of Chicago. 

 

Dr. Anuradha Ray is a Professor of Medicine and Immunology and Endowed Chair of 

Lung Immunology in Medicine at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. She 

received her Ph.D. from Calcutta University in India.  She underwent postdoctoral 

training at Cornell University, Ithaca, NY and at Rockefeller University in New York.  

She was on the faculty at Rockefeller University and at Yale University between the 

years 1990 and 2001 before moving to the University of Pittsburgh. Dr. Ray’s early 

research led to the first identification of NF-κB as a target for the anti-inflammatory 

actions of corticosteroids and the discovery of GATA-3 as the master regulator of Th2 

cells which promote asthma and allergic diseases. In ongoing research, she and her 

colleagues are investigating immune dysfunction in severe asthma that unlike milder 

asthma is refractory to corticosteroid treatment. In other studies, she is also investigating interactions between 

lung dendritic cells and T cells that maintain immune tolerance in the airways versus those that induce 

pathologic immune responses using animal models and human data. Her research has been continuously 

funded by grants from the NIH.  She has been an invited member of the Faculty of 1000 Biology in the 

Immunology discipline since 2004.   



Diana M. Metes, M.D. is Professor of Surgery and Immunology at the University of 

Pittsburgh School of Medicine, the Director of the Human Immunology Core 

Laboratory and of the Abdominal Organ Transplant Biorepository at the Starzl 

Transplantation Institute. Dr. Metes completed medical school at the Carol Davilla 

School of Medicine, Internal Medicine training at Coltea University Hospital, and a 

Hematology and Clinical Laboratory Fellowship at Hematology Institute, all in 

Bucharest Romania. She also completed Fellowships in Immunology and Molecular 

Biology at University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute. Dr. Metes is a member of the 

American Association of Immunologists, of the American Society of Transplantation 

(AST), and of the Transplantation Society. Dr. Metes co-established the Human 

Immunology Program at the Starzl Transplantation Institute that provides an essential platform for the design 

and implementation of immunological studies in solid organ transplant recipients at the Starzl Transplantation 

Institute. Her NIH-funded laboratory focuses on three different areas of research including: (i) cellular 

mechanisms of EBV immune control in pediatric transplant recipients, (ii) heterogeneity of alloreactive memory 

T cell responses after organ transplantation and (iii) cellular immunotherapy with DCreg in abdominal organ 

transplant recipients to establish donor specific hypo-responsiveness. Dr. Metes has over 50 peer-reviewed 

publications and has a special interest in medical education and mentoring. 

 

Yana G. Najjar, MD is an Assistant Professor of Medicine at the University of 

Pittsburgh, and is a medical oncologist specialized in the treatment of melanoma.  She 

obtained a bachelor’s degrees in Biology followed by an MD degree from the American 

University in Beirut. She then spent two years as a post-doctoral fellow in the Cancer 

Vaccine Section at the NIH, and completed internal medicine residency training at the 

Cleveland Clinic, where she was also a Clinical Scholar. Dr. Najjar completed a 

fellowship in Hematology-Oncology at the University of Pittsburgh, and joined as Faculty 

in August 2017. Dr. Najjar's research is focused on the development of novel 

combination strategies for the treatment of advanced melanoma and evaluating 

mechanisms of remodeling the tumor microenvironment in order to render it less hostile 

to the host immune system. During her time at the University of Pittsburgh, she has obtained funding for two 

investigator-initiated trials. She was selected to participate in the inaugural SITC Sparkathon program, which 

aims to address pressing and unmet needs in the area of cancer immunotherapy and was then elected as 

Project Lead for her team's winning project. She also serves as a member on the Hillman Cancer Center 

Women’s Task Force, the IMCPL Advisory Committee, the ECOG-ACRIN Melanoma Committee, and directs 

the Hillman Cancer Translational Science Seminar Series. Dr. Najjar is a 2018 Hillman Fellow for Innovative 

Early-Career Cancer Research, and is the recent recipient of a Department of Defense Translational Team 

Science Award (PI). 

 

Nicole Butteri graduated from the University Of Pittsburgh School Of Pharmacy, 

where she received her Doctor of pharmacy degree.   She began her career as a 

community pharmacist.  After 7 years, she moved into managed care pharmacy and 

later transitioned into population health management. Currently, Nicole is an 

immunoscience medical science liaison working for a pharmaceutical manufacturer. 


