
Fall is in the air and Young Women In 
Bio (YWIB) is excited to kick off the 
2019-2020 school year with a focus 
on the exciting innovation happening 
in STEM right now and introducing 
young minds to the creativity, 
research, entrepreneurship, and 
collaborations that we see occurring 
across different fields in STEM. Just 
look at the latest news, and there is 
innovation and creativity happening 
around us everywhere. We are 
excited to offer STEM-focused 
events, programs, and activities to 
young girls from elementary school 
to high school to provide them 
with rich experiences and firsthand 
learning opportunities that we hope 
will inspire young girls to one day 
find their own innovative and creative 
paths in STEM. 

Looking back at the 2018-2019 
school year, our chapters across 
North America hosted more 
than 70 events at academic 
universities, biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical organizations, 
engineering companies, as well as 
larger regional festivals and career 

fairs. Through these events we had 
a collective outreach to more than 
4,600 young women.  

During the 2018-2019 school year, we 
continued to work with prestigious 
institutions, companies, and other 
organizations to develop high quality 
programming to engage young 
girls in STEM, such as the National 
Institutes of Health, the Women’s 
Congressional Policy Institute, Weill 
Cornell Medicine, Stanford University, 
McGill University, Rutgers University, 
Southern CT State University, North 
Carolina Central University, 
Winward Academy, 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Institute, 
Emergent Biosolutions, 
Biogen, Genentech, 
Sarepta, Merck, Charles 
River, Pfizer, Abbott 
Molecular Diagnostics, 
Premier Automation, Atlanta 
Science Festival, LaunchLabs, and 
many others. 

We launched our third annual 
Spring Into STEM™ festival, a 

coordinated effort of STEM-focused 
events to kick off the spring season 
that ran from the end of March to 
the beginning of May 2019 and 
included around 20 events in the 
U.S. and Canada. 

In addition, YWIB was thrilled to 
receive national recognition from 
women’s magazine Redbook in an 
article promoting STEM to young 
girls and discussing the importance 
of mentorship in maintaining 
interest in STEM careers throughout 
development. 

For the 2019-2020 school 
year, we cannot wait 
to work with this year’s 

sponsors to create 
even more exciting 
opportunities for young 

girls in STEM. We are also 
actively looking for young 

girls who wish to apply 
to become YWIB ambassadors 
and to form YWIB clubs in the 
U.S. and Canada. Please contact 
us at YWIB@womeninbio.org for 
additional information.  
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In just ONE YEAR,   
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THREE HUNDRED AND FOUR 
presenters helped educate 

young girls

TWO HUNDRED AND  FIFTY EIGHT  
volunteers assisted us

70 EVENTS
across North 

America
We are grateful to the 80 

sponsoring companies and 
organizations who helped 

support these important events 
from hosting to publicizing to 
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 YWIB-Atlanta                         Atlantaywib@womeninbio.org

Atlanta is ranked in the top ten for best cities for STEM jobs in multiple recent polls and YWIB-
Atlanta is doing its part to cultivate interest and growth among young girls to pursue exciting 
careers in areas of science, technology, engineering and math. YWIB-Atlanta joined forces with 
several enthusiastic Atlanta metro area organizations during the 2018-19 school year by participating 
in five diverse STEM-focused events throughout the year for young girls. We are so thankful to work 
with these dedicated organizations and welcome new partnerships with other companies, schools, 
and organizations over the next year.

August 26, 2018 
Saint Philip AME STEM Fair
YWIB-Atlanta attended the 11th annual Saint Philips 
AME Church STEM Fair which exposes K-12 students 
to STEM careers through hands-on activities led by 
professionals in science, engineering, and math, and 
other technical careers. Young Women In Bio hosted a 
booth exploring structures of the cell, along with other 
exhibitors like TRS Robotics, 3-D Printing, Blueprint 
Camp LLL, DeKalb County Extension Service 4-H, 
Clorox, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and others. Parents also attended workshops on topics 
like college preparation, summer programs, and leadership experiences. Attendees received a backpack with school 
supplies from the church.

December 4, 2018 
Sarah Smith Elementary
YWIB-Atlanta was excited to return to the annual Sarah 
Smith Elementary STEM Night. YWIB-Atlanta volunteers 
enjoyed talking with over 400 students and parents about 
DNA. Students participated in various activities with the 
YWIB volunteers, including coloring a picture of a cell, 
learning about organelles, creating 3D DNA origami, and 
performing DNA extraction from strawberries. YWIB-
Atlanta is extremely thankful for the Agnes Scott College 
student volunteers.

March 17, 2019 
Women in STEM Career Fair Atlanta Jewish Academy
YWIB-Atlanta attended the first ever Young Women in STEM Fair at the Atlanta Jewish 
Academy, designed to expose girls from grades 8-12 to career paths in STEM, connect girls 
with women in STEM fields, and help girls network with peers who have similar interests. 

The event included a keynote address by Columbia University’s Dr. Lori Zeltser and hosted 
many booths representing organizations like the CDC and Georgia Department of Public 
Health and Women In Bio. Students attended break-out sessions like a conference, and 
YWIB-Atlanta facilitated a “From Cups to Cleaner” session focused on green chemistry. 
Students were introduced to the 12 principles of green chemistry, 
learned about renewable resources such as the biodegradable polymer 
polylactic acid (PLA), and used a simple base hydrolysis to convert a 
PLA plastic cup into a household cleaning product. Agnes Scott College 
student volunteers helped facilitate the booth and interact with the 
attendees sharing insights about how they are pursuing STEM majors 
while they waited for the reaction to complete. 



March 29, 2019
Agnes Scott GEMS STEM Day
Twenty students from Alcovy High School visited Agnes Scott College and spent the day 
attending classes, touring the campus, and participating in different STEM activities with 
ASC faculty and students. This annual event was established by an Agnes Scott College 

alum to give students from her alma mater the chance to 
experience STEM resources not previously available. Led by 
Agnes Scott students involved in the Generating Excellence 
in Math and Science (GEMS) living and learning community, 
attendees learned about green chemistry and renewable 

feedstock resources. Students used a 
plastic cup made from poly-lactic acid and performed base hydrolysis 
to break the polymer down into lactic acid monomers to then be used 
as a safe, sustainable, household cleaning product. Students were able 

to bottle the cleaning product and take it home. Students received 
WIB keychains and pins.

March 23, 2019 
Atlanta Science Festival
YWIB-Atlanta was thrilled to return to the Atlanta Science Festival’s 
Exploration Expo! More than 20 volunteers from WIB-Atlanta chapter 
and undergraduate students from Agnes Scott College facilitated YWIB 
booth activities for an estimated 400 visitors. The Exploration Expo is a 
free culminating event of a larger two-week festival that drew over 25,000 
people to Piedmont Park in downtown Atlanta for a fun-filled day. The 
Expo featured over 100 interactive activities and 
performances celebrating the excitement, diversity, 
and influence of science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics in Atlanta.

To celebrate Women’s History Month, YWIB-Atlanta 
hosted a booth that showcased demonstrations 
corresponding to famous women in science history: 

•  Maria Sibylla Merian (naturalist and illustrator, 1647-1717) – flower dissection

•  Rosalind Franklin (chemist and X-ray crystallographer, 1920-1958) – DNA extraction



 YWIB-Capital Region      capitalregionywib@womeninbio.org

The Capital Region consists of the areas of Maryland, Virginia, and Washington D.C., centrally located in 
the ever-growing BioHealth Capital Region. The YWIB-Capital Region strives to empower and connect 
young women and students in the area with interest in biotechnology and life sciences through events 
with local pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, non-profits, academic institutions, and 
government agencies. Our chapter engages in outreach activities including diverse educational lectures, 
hands-on experiments, and site tours at local companies and academic institutions. 

During the 2018-2019 school year, our chapter has had the pleasure of partnering with dedicated 
sponsors and organizations for nine enriching STEM events, some of which spanned multiple days. In 
July, we had the pleasure of attending the Seventh Annual Women’s Congressional Policy Institute 
STEAM Fair in Washington D.C., an interactive event encouraging girls and young women to pursue 
careers in science, technology, engineering, the arts, and mathematics. We are always looking for more 
event and partnership ideas, so if you would like to learn more about how you can help empower the 
young women of the Capital Region, contact us at capitalregionywib@womeninbio.org and follow us on 
Twitter and Instagram @YWIB_DMV.

November 14, 2018 
University of Maryland Marlene Stewart 
Greenebaum Comprehensive Cancer Center  
4th Annual STEM Event for Young Women

38 girls from local and non-local high schools came together 
to isolate DNA from cancer cells with the help of YWIB 
volunteers and engage with a panel of STEM experts, 
including life sciences professionals. Panelists discussed their 
educational background and career paths while answering 
questions from students. At the end of the event, students 
toured the Center of Innovative BioMedical Resources. 

December 18, 2018 & February 22, April 5, and June 4, 2019 
Four-Part Neuroscience Program at Flowers 
High School and the National Institutes of Health
YWIB-Capital Region partnered with the National Institute of Neurological Disorders 
and Stroke (NINDS) of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and Prince George’s 
County Public Schools (PCGPS) for a four-part “Lights, 
Camera and Action Potential” neuroscience program. 
Approximately 50 students from PGCPS participated in 
the four events which occurred over the course of several 
months. The events consisted of activities, lessons, and 
talks focused on important topics in neurosciences. At 
the final event students participated in lab tours around 
NIH and networked with NINDS Trainees and Principle 
Investigators. As a result of the successes with this 
program, several coordinators/teachers from PGCPS 
expressed an interest in starting YWIB student 
chapters at their respective schools.



March 24, 2019 
Girl Power Day at KID Museum

Volunteers from YWIB-Capital Region 
participated in the KID museum Girl 
Power Day as STEM experts, leading 
conversations and hands-on activities on 
topics in neuroscience with participating 
girls and their families. YWIB volunteers 
also engaged in insightful conversations 
with parents on the fundamentals of the 
brain and brain disorders.

March 28, 2019 
YWIB/Emergent BioSolutions Inc.  
Lab Tours and Career Panel
As part of the YWIB Spring Into STEM 2019 campaign, YWIB-Capital Region partnered with Emergent BioSolutions for 
an enriching educational experience focused on biotechnology and careers in life sciences. 45 students representing four 
high schools in the D.C. metro area participated in this event hosted by Emergent at their headquarters in Gaithersburg, 
MD. Students participated in 
an engaging and interactive 
experience which consisted of a 
career panel, presentations, lab 
tour, and a talk on DNA. Notably, 
the career panel was comprised 
entirely of female executives, 
and at the end of the event 
students had the opportunity 
to participate in a networking 
lunch with panelists and other 
attendees to learn more about 
careers in the life sciences.

February 16-17, 2019 
Family Science Days at 2019 AAAS 
Annual Meeting
YWIB-Capital Region participated in the Family Science Days event 
as an exhibitor for both days. Montgomery County high school girls 
volunteered to perform the demonstrations and hands-on activities at 
the booth. Approximately 500-600 children participated in these fun 
activities, which involved building a human anatomy model or making 
DNA with candies.



 YWIB-Chicago                      chicagoywib@womeninbio.org

Illinois has a vibrant, growing life sciences industry that is enjoying more and more recognition as a 
national leader in STEM-related fields. YWIB-Chicago is capitalizing on this excitement by working 
with partners to provide engaging science, technology, engineering, and math programs that give 
young girls insight into the possibilities that await them in life science-related careers. YWIB-Chicago 
currently partners with two Illinois leaders: Abbott Molecular Diagnostics and University of Illinois at 
Chicago’s Early Outreach Program.

Abbott Molecular Diagnostics, a leader in the analysis of DNA, RNA, and proteins at the molecular 
level, is involved in community outreach with YWIB-Chicago by hosting facility tours, presentations 
to attendees by AMD scientists, and networking opportunities. Abbott is committed to exploring 
new clinical frontiers, through development, instrumentation, and assay solutions for diagnostics and 
therapies and helping to cultivate the minds of their future workforce through these opportunities. 

YWIB-Chicago also partnered with the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Early Outreach Program 
(EOP), an academic pipeline program that facilitates the development of underrepresented 5th-
12th grade minority students via educational enrichment in the core content areas of reading, math, 
and science. This program works tirelessly to 
inspire independence, cultivate curiosity, and instill 
confidence in their students in order to help ensure 
their ability to matriculate into higher levels of 
education and ultimately health professions. YWIB 
teamed with the EOP to provide hands-on workshops 
on “Engagement Saturdays” entitled Glucose, Lactose, 
Sucrose, ‘Oh My, How an Inventor Protects their 
Inventions, Decoding DNA’, and Give Me Some Sugar! 
How Yeast Metabolize Sugar. 

November 7, 2018 
STEM Workshop for St. Edward 
School Girl Scout Troop
YWIB-Chicago presented a “Decoding DNA” workshop that included 
isolating DNA from strawberries and using beads to create secret 
messages using the genetic code.  In this workshop students were 
introduced to concepts of genetics and molecular biology. During the 
first half of the activity, students engaged in designing their own secret 
message by using abbreviated amino acids as colorful beads on a DNA 
string. The DNA isolation activity consisted of using molecular biology 
techniques to isolate DNA from strawberries. 



November 17, 2018 and February 16, 2019 
University of Illinois, Chicago (UIC) Urban Health Early 
Outreach Enrichment Program (EOP)
•  In November, YWIB-Chicago presented a similar 

“Decoding DNA” workshop to the UIC EOP students 
who learned concepts of genetics and molecular 
biology, basic laboratory DNA extraction techniques, 
and developing coded messages using abbreviated 
amino acids as colorful beads on a DNA string. 

•  In February, a workshop titled “Give Me Some 
Sugar! How Yeast Metabolize Sugar” introduced the 
students to the scientific process of fermentation 
by using yeast cells. Using hands-on experiments 
students observed and explained how yeast utilized 
various forms of natural sugar and sugar substitutes 
to produce energy. Students observed how the type 
and amount of food sources can directly influence 
metabolic activities of living organisms and observed through plastic bags and balloons as a model. The second half 
of the activity entailed “Cell Parts” Bingo using what they learned in the first half of the activity.

March 14, 2019 
Spring Into STEM: Meadow Glens 
Elementary School STEM Discovery 
Night “Pi Day”

YWIB-Chicago joined over 
40 organizations in a STEM 
Discovery Night which 
provided hands-on STEM 
activities and demonstrations 
for the students and their 
families. YWIB’s exhibit was 
entitled “Glucose, Lactose, 
Sucrose, Oh My” and taught 
the children how lactase 
digests the lactose in milk to 
glucose.  The children tested 
the glucose concentration in 
a milk sample before and after 
the addition of lactase using 
color-changing test strips.



 YWIB-Greater Boston           bostonywib@womeninbio.org

Massachusetts and the Greater Boston region is a world leader when it comes to life sciences and, as a 
result, STEM opportunities abound for kids. YWIB-Greater Boston is paving the way for young women 
to capitalize on this energy in this thriving metropolis by working with leading organizations on exciting 
programs that unlock the door into these industry-leading organizations. We look forward to working 
with enthusiastic new companies who want to get in the mix of cultivating tomorrow’s female leaders in 
all avenues of life sciences. Email us to create a life-changing experience this year for our YWIB Girls.

November 14, 2018 
Curious About Careers in Science?
Middle school and high school girls had the opportunity to attend 
an exciting event at the Pfizer Center for Therapeutic Innovation in 
Cambridge, MA. They were greeted by enthusiastic female scientists 
for a memorable evening. The event started off with an overview of the 
importance of drug development to help the patients in need of life 
saving medicines. The female scientists gave a presentation of different 
stages in the drug development and an overview of drug development at 
Pfizer. They also shared their passion and career pathway that led them to 
this field. This was followed by hands-on ice cream making using simple 
ingredients and liquid nitrogen which the girls greatly enjoyed. The highlight of this event was the drug development 
game that was developed by the Pfizer scientists that made understanding of drug development easy and fun. Finally, 
there was a light dinner and roundtable chats between the schoolgirls and the scientist. 

May 16, 2019 
A Day in the Life of a Scientist at Merck
Merck Research Laboratories hosted an event where middle and high school 
girls could visit Merck’s facility to learn about life as a scientist at a 
pharmaceutical company. Girls participated in a networking mixer to 
meet other attendees and then listened to several female scientist 
presenters who shared insights about their career pathways, the 
importance of following their passion, as well as the development of 
Merck’s internal women’s network.

The girls then participated in a pop-up style laboratory in the Merck 
lobby where they learned how to extract DNA from strawberries. 
Following the experiment, the girls and their parents were invited to 
explore the exhibits in the reception area while enjoying light dinner fare.

January 28, 2019 
Young Women In Bio Event at Sarepta Therapeutics
Sarepta Therapeutics hosted an opportunity for young girls to peek inside the world of a biotechnology company 
focused on combating rare diseases. Students from the Boston area convened at Company headquarters in Cambridge 
and heard from several female company leaders who discussed career journeys, female leaders who have inspired them, 
and opportunities that unfold in nurturing companies.

The girls were then invited up to their onsite laboratory 
where they were able to participate in interactive scientific 
experiments where the girls could extract and purify DNA from 
cheek cells and view and discuss the differences between 
normal and diseased muscle tissue. Participants received 
a book about Rosalind Franklin, an x-ray crystallographer 
whose work was central to the understanding of the molecular 
structures of DNA, RNA and viruses.



 YWIB-Greater Montreal       montrealywib@womeninbio.org

Young Women In Bio is an organization that introduces school-aged girls to careers in science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM). Our mission at YWIB-Greater Montreal is to reach out to 
high school-age girls and introduce them to careers in science, technology, engineering and math, and 
to continue to serve as mentors as they navigate their path toward their careers of choice. 

February 27, 2019 
Sherlock Holmes to Modern Forensics: 
Reveal the Mysteries of Ink
YWIB-Greater Montreal hosted its 6th interactive workshop at Concordia 
University. The students from the Sacred Heart School of Montreal 
entered the lab for an interesting lecture that demonstrated that there 
is more to ink than meets the eye. Using modern-day, sophisticated 
molecular spectroscopy methods, they examined the ink of a note left 
at an imaginary crime scene and linked the evidence to potential suspects. The 
day ended with pizza and a question and answer period. Examples of career 
paths in STEM were shared and students were encouraged to learn more about 
university programs in Chemistry, Biochemistry, and Physics.

April 26 and May 9, 2019 - Spring Into STEM Festival
Charles River Laboratories (CRL) hosted two onsite visits this spring in 
collaboration with YWIB-Greater Montreal, allowing Grade 9 students 
to tour the facility, meet successful scientists and discover various 
careers within the field of pre-clinical research. On April 26, CRL 
hosted 40 students from College Bourget and on May 9, they hosted 
63 students from Sacred Heart School. 

The events began with a lecture on toxicology followed by a short film 
made by CRL. After this introduction, the girls were given laboratory 
coats and divided into groups. They rotated between stations focusing 
on three separate specialties: clinical pathology, toxicology, and laboratory 
sciences. These rotations included a histology presentation, presentations from 
different departments on types of toxicology studies, and a tour of the facility 
with discussion on how the various labs contribute to the drug development 
process. Pizza was served for lunch and, while the students were eating, they 
were quizzed on the activities. There was a lot of participation from students 
during this discussion and correct answers were rewarded with prizes.

March 26, 2019 
Planting the Seeds of Science Workshop 

YWIB-Greater Montreal and the Rosalind 
and Morris Goodman Cancer Research 
Center (GCRC) at McGill University 
celebrated Spring Into STEM and Women’s 
History Month with their 4th Annual 

“Planting the Seeds of Science Workshop” 
for Grade 9 students. Dynamic GCRC 
graduate student volunteers introduced 
students to biology through a series of lab demonstrations and presentations 
including possible careers paths for careers in STEM fields. 



 YWIB-Metro New York        newyorkywib@womeninbio.org

The YWIB-Metro New York Chapter is six years old and growing as quickly as the life sciences 
industry in the region, which includes New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. In New York City, 
our collaborations with Weill-Cornell Medical School, Alexandria LaunchLabs (entrepeneurship), 
NYU Langone Medical Center (robotics), Pfizer Center for Therapeutic Innovation, and Rockefeller 
University (DNA analysis) have become annual highlights. New Jersey highlights of the 2018-19 
school year included the fabulous career program at Rutgers and a spring career day at Celgene 
Corporation. Connecticut kicked off its first YWIB event this past spring academic with its first 
conference at Southern Connecticut State University. 

We’re proud of the breadth and quality of ongoing programs, and our continuing efforts to develop 
new approaches to raising STEM career awareness among younger girls and teachers. We are 
expanding the scope of schools we reach out to and visibility among the Metro New York area’s 
thriving life sciences community. We look forward to attracting additional enthusiastic volunteers to 
bring visibility to our young women in the 2019-2020 school year.

October 12, 2018 
Careers in Biomedical Sciences at 
Rutgers University
Over 250 girls from 18 New Jersey high schools attended the YWIB 
event at Rutgers University’s Robert Wood Johnson Medical School to 
learn about careers in biomedical sciences. The event, which featured 
a panel discussion and ten hands-on learning stations, was organized 
by Rutgers’ Janet Alder, Associate Professor and Assistant Dean for the 
Dept. of Neuroscience & Cell Biology.  

December 2018 
Pfizer Program at Alexandria Center (New York)

In December, Pfizer sponsored a half-day program on Discovering Science Careers in Pharma 
at its Centers for Therapeutic Innovation (CTI) for about 25 NYC high school students and 
20 middle school students. This is an annual event, which gives the girls an opportunity to 
meet with Pfizer scientists and learn about their experiences working as researchers at a large 
pharmaceutical company. The program was organized by Dr. Kristy Johnson, senior principal 
scientist at Pfizer and research project leader at the CTI and included a tour of the CTI labs. 
Participants and employees discussed how pharma companies are perceived by the public 
and the ethical role of pharmaceutical companies in society.

February 13, 2019 
Robotics Lab Demo at NYU Langone
On February 13, 2019, about 25 girls from New York City public and private 
schools visited NYU Langone’s Robotic Surgery Center, one of the most 
advanced robotic surgery programs in the country where experts have 
pioneered numerous types of robotic surgery and teach surgical techniques 
to physicians across the world. The girls had the opportunity to learn about 
the use and development of technology and robotics in medical surgery from Dr. Amie Kent, Clinical Associate Professor 
of Cardiothoracic Surgery at NYU Langone and Irina Komm, a physician assistant in robotic surgery. Dr. Kent talked 
about her career decisions and how she successfully balanced her intensive training and personal/family life, assuring 
the girls that she has a spouse, child, and friendships outside of work. PA Irina Komm discussed different kinds of career 
options open to women interested in robotic surgery. Following the discussion, the students were excited to interact in a 
hands-on demonstration of a state-of-the-art Da Vinci robot that is used in cardiothoracic surgery.



April 5, 2019 
An Afternoon at LaunchLabs
At the second annual “Afternoon at LaunchLabs” event, students 
engaged with female entrepreneurs at the state-of-the-art Alexandria 
Center for Life Sciences. The 25 student participants were divided 
into small groups to meet entrepreneurs and learn about their 
backgrounds and how they got to where they are today. The girls asked interesting questions before they were taken on 
a tour of the facilities by the LaunchLabs team, and the afternoon concluded with a science-themed reception!

April 6, 2019 
Spring Into STEM in Connecticut at SCSU
On Saturday, April 6, YWIB-Metro New York hosted its inaugural Young Women In 
Bio “Spring Into STEM in Connecticut” at Southern Connecticut State University 
which was a huge success. The event was held at Southern’s Academic Science & 
Laboratory building which provided an inspiring backdrop for the event with their 
onsite aquarium, astronomy center, CT geology exhibit, and Google map of lower 
New England.

Students learned about a variety of career pathways in STEM fields and 
participated in hands-on learning activities, including suturing, medical device 
development, looking at bacteria and fungus through microscopes, and practicing 
sterile techniques used in surgery! The attendees learned about what it’s like to 
pursue fields, including marine biology, rare diseases, medical devices, information 
technology, psychiatry, artificial intelligence, embryology, oncology clinical trials, 
marketing, sales, and more.

May 14, 2019 
RockEDU’s PCR Lab Experience
Some 21 students from NYC-based East Side Community High 
School visited Rockefeller University’s educational outreach 
laboratories, where they participated in hands-on demonstrations 
of PCR analysis of DNA material. They learned about pipetting and 
the components of PCR using a Huntington’s disease example 
DNA. They had the opportunity to extract and visualize a fragment 
of their own mitochondrial DNA as well. In addition, they discussed 
the ethical considerations of collecting human genetic material by 
focusing on a case study of a genetic disease.



May 21, 2019 
5th Annual Weill-Cornell Medicine Mentorship Program 
YWIB-Metro New York’s mentorship program with Weill Cornell Medicine, now in its fifth year, got off to a roaring start, 
thanks to WCM medical school student-mentors, led by Emily Lang and Elora Busa. 

A new cohort of nearly 30 New York City high school girls interested in medicine as a career and a new group of WCM 
first-year medical school student-volunteers met for the first of 
three sessions, with two more to follow in Fall 2019 and Winter 2020. 
The first meeting centered on case studies, like those provided to 
real-life medical school students. The simple application process 
is open to both public, charter, and private school students. New 
mentees come from a diverse group of schools in New York City, 
and we encourage applications to participate in this program for 
the 2020-21 school year.

May 24, 2019 
Curious about STEM Careers in the Bio Pharma  
Industry Held at Celgene
YWIB-Metro New York held a career day for high school students called “Curious About 
STEM Careers in the Biotech/Pharmaceutical Industry.”  More than 45 New Jersey high 
school students attended the event hosted at Celgene’s Summit, NJ facility. A panel of 
speakers with educational/career backgrounds in cell therapy, genetic engineering, organic 
chemistry, toxicology, biochemistry, and healthcare administration described and inspired 
the students about their career paths. Lab procedures, chromatography, crystallization, 
distillation, and reaction synthesis were demonstrated. Tours of the solid dosage form 
facility and the biologics cell development facility were also conducted.



March 23, 2019 
Young Women In Bio (YWIB) at GETT EXPO
YWIB-Philadelphia Metro hosted a table at the annual Girls Exploring Tomorrow’s Technology 
(GETT) Expo held at Phoenixville Area Middle School on March 23, 2019. The GETT Expo 
spring event is for girls in grades 5-10 and their parents to learn more about career 
opportunities in a broad scope of STEM-related industries. The day is filled with 
exciting, enlightening and experiential workshops led by successful women in 
STEM fields, including YWIB-Philadelphia Metro hosting an experiment table 
where the girls came up to participate in a density experiment and talk about 
careers in STEM. This year, GETT was attended by 957 students, 315 parents 
and educators, 73 volunteers, 32 STEM ambassadors, 121 Expo STEM activities, 
and 67 organizations.   

April 24, 2019 
Young Women In Bio (YWIB)  
at Fox Chase Cancer Center (FCCC)

Local students attended an on-site event at FCCC which included a tour of the facilities and career mini talks with 
women in various stages of their careers in science.  The students also engaged in an informal roundtable discussion 
with the speakers regarding the topics of the day, which allowed the students to ask questions about the speakers’ 
careers and allowed the speakers to provide helpful advice to the students interested in a career in STEM. 

April 30, 2019 
Young Women In Bio (YWIB) at Drexel University
On April 30, 2019, students from local middle schools and high schools came to Drexel 
University and engaged in interactive discussions with a number of current undergraduate 
and graduate students and faculty in the biology department. The students engaged 
in small group discussions with the Drexel students and faculty and were able to ask 
questions related to STEM career paths and student life.

May 31, 2019 - Young Women In Bio (YWIB)  
at Jefferson Institute for Bioprocessing (JIB)

Representatives from YWIB-Philadelphia Metro attended the grand opening of 
the Jefferson Institute for Bioprocessing at Springhouse Innovation Park, which 
included opening and introductory speeches, tours of the new facilities and 
a symposium. JIB is the first – and only – specialized education and training 
institute for biopharmaceutical processing in North America that combines 

commercial single-use processing equipment with the internationally recognized National Institute for Bioprocessing 
Research and Training (NIBRT) curriculum. The focus of JIB is hands-on training of industry professionals through 
workshops and certificates and hands-on education of new bioprocessing engineers at the undergraduate and graduate 
levels. YWIB is excited to partner with JIB in the upcoming 2019–2020 school year to host educational field trips for local 
students to learn about various aspects of biopharmaceutical processing and the careers available to them in this field.

 YWIB-Philadelphia Metro philadelphiaywib@womeninbio.org

YWIB-Philadelphia Metro is dedicated to educating and cultivating interest and growth among young 
middle school to high school girls to pursue exciting careers in areas of science, technology, engineering, 
and math. YWIB-Philadelphia Metro partnered with several Philadelphia and metro area organizations 
during the 2018-2019 school year by participating in four diverse STEM-focused events throughout the 
year for young students. YWIB-Philadelphia Metro thanks these dedicated organizations for their time 
and support and is excited to plan fun and educational events for the girls over the next school year. 



 YWIB-Pittsburgh                pittsburghywib@womeninbio.org

Pittsburgh was recently touted by Glassdoor as the “Best City in America for Finding a Job,” and 
ranked third in the nation for best cities for those in STEM fields. YWIB-Pittsburgh is capitalizing on 
this momentum and ensuring that girls in eastern Pennsylvania take part in this success. Four events 
were hosted throughout the year aimed at broadening the opportunities for girls to pursue STEM 
careers. In collaboration with the Pittsburgh Science and Technology Academy, a mentoring program 
was piloted to engage students with WIB members represented from biotech and academia. In 
collaboration with Spring Into STEM, students observed STEM in action in Pittsburgh and discussed 
ways to increase female representation and a more diverse workforce in STEM. With this growth we 
hope to bring in more diverse STEM opportunities for girls in the Steel Belt. Please email us if you’re 
interested in hosting an event!

May 22, 2019 
Spring Into STEM: Engineering & Automation
12 students from the Pittsburgh Science and Technology Academy attended 
a tour and networking session with engineers and administrators from 
Premier Automation, an engineering firm located in Monroeville, PA. Students 
attending our Spring Into STEM event ranged in age from 11 to 17 years who 
were interested in pursuing STEM fields, including engineering, computer science, or the health-related sciences.  

The event allowed participants to see various automated technologies that Premier uses. Students discussed how to 
transfer educational skills into business and heard from one female engineer who is developing an automated system 
which will be used for cryopreserved tissue 
samples.  Students observed engineers 
developing robotics automation which will 
be used to administer protective coatings 
onto glass for use in automobiles.  Several 
enlightening discussions occurred with the 
students and Directors of the company on ways 
to diversify the STEM workforce, a topic of high 
priority in the eastern Pennsylvania region.

October 2018, February and March 2019 
High School Mentoring Program                                                                                                 

Three separate sessions were established in collaboration 
with the Pittsburgh Science and Technology Academy, a 
magnet school within the Pittsburgh Public Schools, as 
a pilot program where YWIB members would be paired 
with one to two high school students interested in STEM.  
The goals of the program were to support the next 
generation of female scientists and leaders by creating 
programs and events geared towards encouraging 
middle and high school girls to consider the life sciences as a career choice. Mentors 
helped students with putting together a resume, interview skills for job interviews, 

and how to augment their college application by participating in STEM 
opportunities within the community. Six YWIB members participated along with 
11 female students ranging in ages from 15 to 17 years. Students and mentors 
continued the correspondence over the course of the school year with 1 to 2 
touch points either by phone, email, or in-person meetings. Several students 
also had an opportunity to go with the mentor to their place of work for a day 
as a shadowing experience. We intend on continuing parts of this program as 
we continue to develop our YWIB-Pittsburgh.  If you are interested in becoming 
a mentor for a high school or middle school student, please contact us! 



 YWIB-Research Triangle Park (RTP) rtpywib@womeninbio.org

Research Triangle Park (RTP) is one of the largest research, biotech, and biomanufacturing hubs in the 
U.S. and is comprised of more than 200+ companies and fueled by leading universities, including Duke, 
UNC at Chapel Hill, and North Carolina State University. YWIB-RTP has a long history of partnering 
with area organizations to host engaging events for girls from Raleigh, Durham, Chapel Hill and 
surrounding areas. We’re excited to expand our outreach efforts to designing a career explorations 
program specific to Chapel Hill High School and hope to bring events to new schools in the future. 

September 29, 2018 
College Prep Workshop

YWIB-RTP hosted a workshop for high 
school girls interested in pursuing STEM 
majors in college. The workshop featured 
Tracy Jenkins, Ph.D. (tracyjenkins coaching 
LLC) who presented on leadership and 
professional growth and Allison Medlin 
(North Carolina State University) who 
described NCSU’s Goodnight Scholars 
scholarship program for students with 
STEM major as well as the admissions 
process and how to present as an 
attractive candidate. A panel presentation 
convened diverse women who covered 
topics such as choosing a major, 
opportunities for STEM majors and 
undergraduate research. 

September 19, 2018 
YWIB-RTP Visit to the  
Community Lab at Biogen 
YWIB-RTP visited the Community Lab 
at Biogen where employees engaged 
with 6th and 7th grade girls to get them 
excited about science. Students learned 
about the purification process by 
performing a hands-on lab separating 
the two food color molecules in 
grape Kool-Aid. Through personal 
employee stories, this event explored 
different career pathways available at a 
biotechnology company like Biogen. 



March 16, 2019 
Craft Your Portrait with Chapel Hill High 
School’s Fem STEM Club
YWIB-RTP hosted a career coaching workshop led by Kirsten Wille, Ph.D., where girls 
learned how to identify their values, navigate careers and jobs that will allow them 
to use their strengths and gather information about potential career trajectories via 
informational interviews. They learned about the Myers-Briggs assessment through 
hands-on, small group demonstrations of the different traits. 

March 18, 2019 
“Communicating Your Best Self” at the  
North Carolina School of Science and Math
YWIB-RTP and North Carolina School of Science and Math hosted a 
communications workshop for 45 11th and 12th grade students. The workshop 
used videos, role-playing, images and stories to guide discussion on both verbal 
and nonverbal communication and attendees then developed and delivered 

“elevator pitches” in groups. 

January-May 2019 
Career Exploration with Chapel Hill High School’s FemStem Club                                                                                                 

YWIB-RTP partnered with Chapel Hill High School’s FemSTEM club to introduce STEM-
related careers to young women through a monthly series based on students’ interests. 
Invited speakers shared their own STEM career journeys with insights on how girls can 
learn more about these fields as they pursue higher education:

•  January - Three Nuventra Pharma Sciences scientists (Danielle Moffett, Ph.D.; Kate 
Camacho, PharmD; and Lauren Lohmer, Ph.D.) presented a pharmacology activity where 
girls worked together in small groups with one of the scientists to learn how to interpret 
the information presented on a drug label.

•  February - Katie Williams, Ph.D., from Applied Biomath, presented a probability-based 
problem to learn about data science. The girls worked in pairs to understand and 
complete a problem loosely based on the television series “Let’s Make a Deal.” 

•  March - Two graduate students from UNC shared their experiences in environmental 
science research: Madelyn Percy discussed her work in geological sciences studying the 
interactions between soil and groundwater from field work in the Galapagos Islands and 
Kayleigh O’Keefe shared her ecology work focused on understanding how factors within 
host-microbial interactions affect disease.

•  April - Four first-year medical students (Anna Dodson and Mary Gwin from UNC, 
Emily Goins and Reilly Dever from Duke) discussed their medical school journeys 
from applications to daily life as a med student to their future aspirations and fielded 
questions from FemStem participants. 

•  May – A session on genetics and associated career paths included speakers Cassandra 
Heighington, Ph.D., a sales specialist for Applied StemCell, and Shruthi Mohan, Ph.D., a 
biocurator for ClinGen, a database of genes related to specific diseases. 



April 12, 2019 
“Lean in, Women in Science” Panel & Networking  
at the NC School of Science and Math 

YWIB-RTP networked with participants at the North Carolina School of 
Science & Math’s “Lean in, Women In Science” event. A panel of female 
scientists talked about the challenges and successes in their career. The 
participants then networked with a variety of science outreach groups 
in the RTP area, including YWIB-RTP. To break the ice, YWIB volunteers 
shared some of their favorite female scientists with the girls and asked 
the girls to share what they were learning in their own science classes. 

April 27, 2019 
Spring Into Stem 2019  
YWIB-RTP hosted its third annual Spring Into STEM event with Graduate Women 
in Science RTP for around fifty girls in grades 4-8 at North Carolina Central 
University’s Biomanufacturing Research Institute and Technology Enterprise 
(BRITE). The girls rotated through four activities:

•  Clearing a Path to the Heart - girls became biomedical engineers 
working in teams to design a device to clear a blocked artery

•  DNA Detectives - girls learned how DNA can be extracted from saliva 
and analyzed by scientists to solve crimes

•  Slime Time - girls learned about polymers and their unique properties 
while making slime

•  Entomology: Pinning Insects - girls learned how to pin insects for 
display in a box

May 6, 2019 
Hub Farm Visit  
YWIB-RTP participants visited the Durham County Public School System’s Hub 
Farm, a 30-acre farm, forest, and aquatic educational center that is used as an 
outdoor educational center. Girls explored different areas of the farm, including 
the farm’s garden, beehives, and chicken coop. Girls held newborn chicks and 
corralled chickens and ducks into their nighttime homes by forming a circle around 
the animals and walking in towards the coops.



June 12, 2019 
National Institute for Environmental Health 
Sciences (NIEHS) Visit  
YWIB-RTP brought 20 girls to visit the NIEHS to learn more about how to better treat or 
prevent human disease. They toured the NIEHS lab, learned how environmental factors, like 
pollutants, can affect human health and heard a panel discussion with female scientists that 
work at NIEHS.

July 27, 2019 
Tour of Regenerative Medicine 
Labs at Duke University  
YWIB-RTP and Duke University Regeneration Next, an 
initiative that brings together science, engineering, and 
clinical researchers who focus on regenerative medicine, 
invited young girls to study regeneration in different 
model organisms, including C. elegans, drosophila, 
turtles, and zebrafish. At each of the five labs (Sherwood, 
Fox, Poss, Capel, and Bursac labs), girls were able to 
view different organisms under the microscope and do 
experiments like sorting Drosophila into different groups 
based on genetic traits. 



 YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area sanfranciscoYWIB@womeninbio.org

As one of the country’s leading biotechnology sectors, the San Francisco Bay Area has a vibrant 
STEM scene and our local YWIB chapter leverages this fantastic environment to partner with a 
number of organizations to plan multiple events aimed at inspiring and cultivating interest among 
young girls wanting to pursue careers in STEM fields. YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area has been making 
a concerted effort to connect the local community, especially those in underserved area, to the 
booming biotech industry in their backyard. We are extremely grateful to work with all our partners 
and welcome involvement and outreach from new companies who share in our commitment for 
advancing young women in STEM careers.

November 13, 2018 
YWIB visits BioMarin in Novato, CA
YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area partnered with BioMarin in Novato, CA to host a group of 
37 high school girls and take them on a journey to explore what life is like in the cutting-
edge biotech industry. The evening started with an introduction by an analytical scientist 
from Research and Development where she shared her story of how she navigated 
through an academic career before landing her dream job at BioMarin. The girls then 
viewed videos of patient stories which helped them appreciate the impact that gene 
therapies, created by pharmaceutical companies like BioMarin, have on their lives and on 
the community. Following the introductory session, the students were taken on a tour of 
the Manufacturing Department to show them what Quality Labs look like. The evening 
ended with a panel discussion between the students and a group of eight accomplished 
women from different departments where each panelist shared their personal stories and 
gave advice on navigating college and deciding on careers in STEM. The students found 
the discussion very stimulating, helpful, and inspirational. Overall, the visit was a great 
success with most students wanting to attend more events like this in the future. 

September 4, 2018 
Chick Embryos with College Track
YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area has partnered with College Track - 
Oakland to bring hands-on STEM experiences to the young women. On 
September 4, 2018, YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area hosted the first of 
four events on-site at the Oakland offices. The focus of this first program 
was developmental biology with nine freshman girls in attendance. The 
event began with an overview of developmental biology by Dr. Tanvi 
Sinha from UCSF.  After the lesson, YWIB volunteers - Jenn Kim, Leah 
Makley and Jennifer Lewis - assisted the students with a challenging 

matching activity where various stages of 
embryonic development in different species 
of animals were given and the students 
had to identify the animal and stage. The 
students and volunteers also discussed 
the ethical considerations that researchers 
consider when using embryos for their work.  
The second portion of the program was a 
hands-on activity with chick embryos at 
various developmental stages to allow the 
students to explore and identify the process 
of embryonic development. The students 
were amazed to see the heartbeats and 
began to identify the formation of the chick. 



January 30, 2019 
AVID Mock Career Fair 2019 at  
Mountain View/Los Altos High School
Mountain View and Los Altos High School held their annual mock career fair for 
around 150 students in the AVID (Advancement Via Individual Development) program. 
WIB and YWIB volunteers gave students feedback on their resumes and advice on 
reaching their goals. Students were introduced to various types of jobs from multiple 
organizations and the event helped students to practice speaking to professionals 
and prepare for future interviews.

February 6, 2019 
YWIB visits the Stanford  
BioDesign Center
YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area partnered with College Track to bring 
STEM experiences to young women by hosting 17 high school students 
to visit the Stanford Byers Center for BioDesign to learn about the 
intersection of health, technology, and innovation. The event provided 
an overview of the BioDesign Fellowship program, a tour of the 
facilities, and an interactive panel with fellows of the program. 

February 28, 2019 
YWIB-SF at CHARM, Stanford University
The Collaborative Haptics and Robotics in Medicine (CHARM) at Stanford 
University hosted a group of eight high school girls to learn about the 
science of touch, or haptics. The afternoon consisted of a presentation and 
several demonstrations showing how robots can be used to study touch in 
a virtual environment and the ways in which haptics can be applied in a real-
world setting.  



March 20, 2019 
June Jordan High School visits Amgen
Fifteen 10th grade students from June Jordan High School visited Amgen to learn about careers in biotechnology 
and show them how diverse and interesting STEM careers can be. The students learned basic principles of biology, 
laboratory techniques, and the types of research that were ongoing at Amgen. 

April 12, 2019 
YWIB at ViewPoint Therapeutics
ViewPoint Therapeutics hosted a small group of five high school students from Capuchino High School. The event 
started with a lunch, introductions, and a Q&A session about ViewPoint’s research. Students then spent several hours in 
the ViewPoint lab facility where they learned dissection techniques on a bovine and rabbit eye as well as a porcine heart. 
The event concluded with a tour of ViewPoint’s laboratory facility where the students learned about the different pieces 
of equipment and how they are used to conduct research.

May 24, 2019 
Women in Science and Engineering (WiSE) Fair  
at the Athenian School 
YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area volunteers participated in the Women in Science and Engineering (WiSE) Fair at the 
Athenian School in Danville, CA. This annual, student-organized event encourages students’ interest in STEM fields 
through a series of booths with hands-on science and engineering activities, a keynote speaker (Bindu Garapaty, 
Gilead Sciences) and a panel discussion in which five women leaders, including Dr. Barbara Troupin, CMO at ERX 
Pharmaceuticals and YWIB-SF co-chair, shared insights on their career trajectory and experiences. YWIB had a hands-
on activity booth with multiple activities such as building edible models of DNA, chemical polymerization, using Borax 
and glue to create bouncy balls, and understanding how pH can be influenced by different processes. 

April 18, 2019 
How to Get into the Brain 
- The Science Behind 
Antibody Engineering at 
Genentech
YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area and Genentech 
hosted an event for 40 high school students 
where students learned about bispecific antibodies and how scientists are using them to develop medicines that can 
cross the blood brain barrier to be delivered to the brain. Genentech scientists demonstrated protein purification and 
described applications of proteins in targeting neurodegenerative diseases. Students toured the protein purification 
plant and Genentech campus and then participated in a panel discussion where 10 Genentech employees discussed 
their career paths and gave students advice on pursuing careers in STEM through internship opportunities, being 
persistent and staying curious. 



 YWIB-Seattle                          seattleywib@womeninbio.org

During the 2018-2019 school year, YWIB-Seattle had the opportunity to partner with a variety of 
remarkable organizations for four YWIB-Seattle events and participate in five STEM-focused outreach 
events at different schools around the community. Enormous thank you’s to all the organizations, 
volunteers, and students for helping make this year such a success. YWIB-Seattle is excited for the 
upcoming events we have planned for 2019-2020 and look forward to our continued growth. 

January 14, 2019 
Careers in Biotechnology: A Panel Event for IATRIX21 Club
YWIB-Seattle had the opportunity to host a January 2019 event at 
Mountlake Terrace High School. This event featured three panelists: 
Lauren Ryan, Senior Mechanical Engineer at Microsoft Research; 
Sarah Warren, Director of Advanced Applications at NanoString 
Technologies; and Anna Rashevsky, International Regulatory Affairs 
Specialist at NanoString Technologies.

The evening began with a discussion about the formal education 
and experience required for the panelists’ respective positions, then 
moved to the speakers sharing their career journeys and insights. 
Sarah Warren shared experiences and hurdles she overcame 
with her entrepreneurial enterprise ultimately yielding her future 
successes. Lauren Ryan shared perspectives on addressing 
discrimination in STEM careers and overcoming workplace challenges to successfully pursue careers in these areas. 
Anna Rashevsky spoke about her career transition from bench science to regulatory affairs.

The panelists emphasized the importance of mentors by encouraging students to expand their definition of a mentor, so 
it includes their peers, friends, and teachers. They encouraged students to be bold about approaching potential mentors, 
as mentors are often enthusiastic about helping those earlier in their careers.

March 13, 2019 
What’s Inside Our Blood? A Hands-On Hematopoiesis Lab
YWIB-Seattle had the honor to partner with Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Institute (FHCRC) for our March 2019 event. Dr. Beverly Torok-Storb (Clinical 
Research Division, FHCRC) introduced ten high school students to the concept 
of stem cells and their immense potential for regeneration therapy, then followed 
with a discussion about cell types present in blood and how leukemia affects 
those cells. Dr. Torok-Storb shared her insight about the importance of diversity in the biomedical workforce: utilizing 
everyone’s unique perspective means that together we will be able to generate creative research advances even faster.

Students participated in a lab activity to learn how to make a 
whole-blood smear on a slide and then image that smear by 
microscopy after staining. Most of the cells in these smears 
were red blood cells, but after properly centrifuging samples 
of canine blood in a sugar gradient, students were able 
to isolate lymphocytes and stain smears of concentrated 
immune cells present in the blood samples. Throughout the 
lab activity, Dr. Torok-Storb highlighted the connections 
between the students’ observations, such as the presence 
or absence of lymphocytes in their smears, and the clinical 
manifestations of leukemia previously discussed in her talk. 
The event ended with a tour of a FHCRC facility. 



May 24, 2019 
GET READY TO ROCK! Girls Inc. dig into Geology  
with the BurkeMobile & YWIB-Seattle
YWIB-Seattle was thrilled to partner with the Burke Museum to bring a 
paleontology-themed event to Girls Inc. of the Pacific Northwest. For 
this event, twenty Girls Inc. students, grades 2-6, participated in the 
BurkeMobile’s “Dig In!” program. The students at this event were immersed 
in the Mesozoic, Paleozoic, and Cenozoic Eras as BurkeMobile educators 
set up artifacts, facilitated hands-on activities, and answered questions 
about fossils and paleontology.  After an introduction about geological 
history from Burke educators, the students stepped into the boots of 
a paleontologist and were able to observe and touch fossils, examine 
specimens under microscopes, 
interact with a dinosaur thigh 
bone, and even dig for fossils! As 
the students moved through the 
exhibits, one student excitedly 
announced she was going to be a 
scientist and others practiced the 
scientific behaviors of notetaking 
and documentation.

May 29, 2019 
Spring Into STEM: Wisdom of the Immune System  
with Adaptive Biotechnologies
YWIB-Seattle had the absolute pleasure to partner with Adaptive Biotechnologies 
where a group of 33 students, grades 6-12, attended to explore how the adaptive 
immune system can learn to diagnose and treat cancer, and how next-generation 
DNA sequencing can uncover this information.   

This event was guided by seven Adaptive scientists: Annie Sherwood, VP 
of Research & Development; Rachel Gittelman, Computational Biology Manager; Courtney Wilkins, Computational 
Biologist; Jessica Kuong, Research Scientist II; Marissa Vignali, Senior Project Manager, Computational Biology; Maria 
Baron, Research Scientist; and Sarah Johnson, Associate Computational Biologist.

The group partook in an interactive 
introduction led by Annie Sherwood about 
the adaptive immune system and its ability 
to generate an immense variety of T- and 
B-cell receptor DNA sequences. The 
students then participated in two laptop-
based activities that involved reviewing 
DNA sequences and the use of RStudio to 
analyze open source data, as well as, a tour 
of Adaptive’s facility. The event ended with 
an opportunity for the students to network 
with the Adaptive scientists. 



 YWIB-Southern California  southercaliforniaYWIB@womeninbio.org

Southern California is among the nation’s largest life science hubs and YWIB-Southern California 
is excited to ignite young girls’ STEM interest and introduce them to the opportunities available in 
this region. YWIB-Southern California partnered this 2018-2019 school year with Girls Scouts and 
Windward Academy to throw two amazing events.

December 9, 2018 
The Selfies are Out. Self-made is In!
The Selfies are Out. Self-made is In! symposium for teens took place at AMN 
Healthcare on December 9 to encourage high school students to pursue 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) careers and to become 
tomorrow’s leaders. The event featured a panel of impressive female 
leaders sharing their paths, giving advice, and inspiring local youth. The 
panelists were all highly 
driven and successful 
women, ranging in 
careers from medical 
doctors to veterinarians, 
pharmacists, company 
founders, educators, 
and biotechnology 
executives. They all 
stressed the importance 
of finding mentors and 
offered participants the 
opportunity to reach out 
to them.

May 5, 2019 
STEM Symposium
On May 5, YWIB-Southern California cohosted a STEM Symposium with 
Winward Academy helping Cece Gant, a girl scout, to win her Girl Scouts 
Gold Award. The event brought together 40 students from middle and high 
schools from eight different schools. The symposium offered a panel of five 
accomplished women in various STEM careers and booths for Winward 
Academy and YWIB who offered personal stories and experience, answered 
many questions and participated in a networking session with the attendees. 
The event concluded with giveaways from event organizers and sponsors, 

including YWIB (t-shirt), Winward 
Academy (two promo codes for 
its programs), and Echo, a startup 
dedicated to improving microscopy 
(two microscopes). 



ABOUT YOUNG WOMEN IN BIO (YWIB)
Young Women In Bio (YWIB) empowers today’s girls to become tomorrow’s 
leaders, helping them effect positive change through science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM). We exist to ignite the curiosity and fuel the passion 
in girls, supporting them as they shape and change the world. We aspire to be the 
“go to” organization for girls looking to shape and change the world through STEM, 
providing them with the tools and resources they need to build successful careers.   
To learn more, visit: http://www.womeninbio.org/ywib

ABOUT WOMEN IN BIO (WIB)
Founded in 2002 to support women employed in the field of life sciences from the 
classroom to the boardroom, Women In Bio (WIB) is a multifaceted organization with 
13 chapters in North America. It offers an array of professional educational programs, 
peer to peer learning, mentoring and networking opportunities, and is the only 
organization for women that integrates all career levels and life sciences fields. 22,000 
strong, WIB is funded by sponsors and partners dedicated to supporting women of 
all ages in their lifelong journey; in the life sciences and beyond.  
Please visit www.womeninbio.org

Young Women In Bio 

(240) 204-0719 

womeninbio.org/ywib 

YWIB@womeninbio.org

YWIB LEADERSHIP TEAM
NATIONAL YWIB LEADERSHIP 
YWIB National Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lily Wound
National Chair of YWIB Communications . .Maggie Tobin
National Chair of YWIB Sponsorship  . . . .Shahd Azab

ATLANTA 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Daisy Bourassa
YWIB Vice Chair  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Courtney Portik

CAPITAL REGION 
YWIB Co-Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Akunna Iheanacho
YWIB Co-Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rajamani Selvam

CHICAGO 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sharon Sintich

GREATER BOSTON 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Suzanne Grillo
YWIB Vice Chair  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Geetha Godlove

GREATER MONTREAL 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Carmela De Luca
YWIB Vice Chair  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Pascale Bouchard

METRO NEW YORK 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Wendy Diller
YWIB Vice Chair  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jana Oberman
 

PHILADELPHIA 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Priya Narahari

PITTSBURGH 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Edwina Kinchington
YWIB Vice Co-Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sheila Grab
YWIB Vice Co-Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sara Artusi

RTP 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Kaitlyn Bacon

SAN FRANCISCO 
YWIB Co-Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sarah Odeh
YWIB Co-Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara Troupin

SEATTLE 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Brittany Ruhland 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
YWIB Co-Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alexa Tralla
YWIB Co-Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stefy Zambetti

TEXAS 
YWIB Chair   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Micaela Vargas


