
Young Women In 
Bio (YWIB) has 
wrapped up another 
exciting Spring into 
STEM™ Festival in 
celebration of the 
spring season! In 
its third year, this 

festival of STEM-focused events allows young girls from 
elementary school through high school to explore the 
wide range of educational and career opportunities 
open to them in STEM. YWIB chapters across the U.S. 
and Montreal hosted a total 20 events from the first day 
of spring through May 17, 2019. Through the support 
of our generous sponsors and organizers, passionate 
schools and teachers, and energetic volunteers, 
girls participated in activities that included tours of 
companies, panel discussions, and major STEM Festivals. 

This year, YWIB also kicked off a whole new look and feel 
for Spring into STEM™ with the launch of our new color 
scheme and vibrant logo developed by creative designer, 
David Fink. This fresh, new look was a catalyst in unifying 
our Festival materials, including brochures, t-shirts, 

stickers, and this newsletter. The goal is to inspire 
excitement and engagement in Spring into STEM™ in  
the years to come! 

“We are so grateful to all of our sponsors, schools, 
teachers, volunteers, parents, and especially the young 
girls who help make these events a huge success. We 
know that the efforts that are made now into launching 
these creative and engaging educational initiatives will 
pay huge dividends in the future, when we have a robust 
force of young women making contributions in science, 
technology, engineering, and math-related fields,” said 
Lily Wound, the National Chair of Young Women In Bio.

YWIB is an organization focused on encouraging 
young girls from elementary to high school to study 
science, technology, engineering, and math and pursue 
careers in STEM fields. As these girls progress in their 
education and careers, the hope is they will continue 
their professional development through Women In 
Bio, our parent organization that provides networking 
opportunities, mentoring, peer-to-peer support, and 
career development and advancement for professional 
women in the life sciences.
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SPRING INTO STEM™ BY THE NUMBERS

SPONSORING COMPANIES  
AND ORGANIZATIONS

24

EIGHT weeks of events 
TWO AND A HALF months of 

activities 
March 24 – May 17

8
WEEKS

NINETY FOUR presenters 
helped educate young girls

ONE HUNDRED AND  THIRTY FOUR  
volunteers assisted us

20 EVENTS
across North America

We are grateful to the 24 sponsoring 
companies and organizations who helped 

support these important events from 
hosting to publicizing to buying snacks

More than ONE THOUSAND, FIVE 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY FOUR girls 

participated in Spring into STEM™ events

1584

2094 

134



    YWIB-Atlanta

   Atlanta Science Festival’s Exploration Expo  
(March 23, 2019)

On March 23, YWIB-Atlanta returned 
to the Atlanta Science Festival’s 
Exploration Expo, which draws 25,000 
people to Piedmont Park in downtown 
Atlanta for a fun-filled day. The Expo 
featured over 100 interactive activities 
and performances celebrating the 
excitement, diversity, and influence of 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics in Atlanta. 

To celebrate Women’s History Month, 
the Atlanta chapter booth, which saw an estimated 400 visitors showcased 
demonstrations corresponding to famous women in science. Visitors dissected 
flowers and learned about flower anatomy and reproduction in honor of naturalist 
Maria Sibylla Merian and extracted DNA from strawberries in honor of chemist 
Rosalind Franklin. Visitors learned more about these influential women through 
discussions and handouts. 

LIST OF CHAPTERS

• Atlanta

• Capital Region

• Chicago

• Greater Boston

• Greater Montreal

• Metro New York

• Philadelphia Metro

• Pittsburgh

•  Research Triangle Park (RTP)

•  San Francisco Bay Area

• Seattle

• Southern California 

• Texas
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Generating Excellence in Math and Science (March 29, 2019)
On March 29, students from Alcovy High School came to Agnes Scott College and 
spent the day attending classes, touring the campus, and participating in different STEM 
activities with ASC faculty and students. This annual event was established by an Agnes 
Scott College alum to give students from her alma mater the chance to experience 
STEM resources not available to them otherwise.

Students learned about green chemistry and renewable feedstock resources. Students 
used a plastic cup made from poly-lactic acid and performed base hydrolysis to break 
the polymer down into lactic acid monomers. The solution was then neutralized and can 
now be used as a safe, sustainable, household cleaning product. Students were able to 
bottle the cleaning product and take it home.

 Participation in Atlanta Jewish Academy Career Fair  
(March 17, 2019)

On Sunday, March 17, representatives from 
YWIB-Atlanta attended the first ever 
Young Women In STEM Fair at the 
Atlanta Jewish Academy. This event 
introduced metro Atlanta area female 
students from grades eight to 12 to 
a wide variety of educational and 
career paths in STEM, connected the 
girls with women in STEM fields, and 
helped the girls connect with peers 
with similar interests. The event included 
a keynote address from Columbia University’s Dr. Lori 
Zeltser and numerous booths representing places like the 
CDC and Georgia Department of Public Health. It also provided participants 
with opportunities to meet women in STEM careers, participate in interactive 
STEM activities, and learn more about a specific topic. YWIB-Atlanta volunteers 
discussed with students their current interests and future ambitions in STEM.

For more info and pictures on this event, please visit our past events:  
https://www.womeninbio.org/blogpost/1763197/YWIB-Past-Events
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    YWIB-Capital Region

   Emergent BioSolutions:  
Panel Discussion & Lab Tour  
(March 28, 2019)

On March 28, Emergent BioSolutions welcomed 45 students from 
four high schools in the DC metro area to their headquarters in 
Gaithersburg, MD. The students participated in an engaging and 
interactive educational experience that consisted of a career panel 

featuring several female leaders within the 
company, a lab tour, a discussion on DNA, 

and a lunch networking opportunity. Each 
participant received a swag bag filled 

with giveaways.

“Throughout my 10 years of organizing 
student visits and lab tours, this is by 
far the most socially aware and most 
interested group of students I have 

seen,” said Ellen Lawrence, Principal 
Scientist and Emergent’s Corporate Social Responsibility 

Team Lead for Montgomery County/DC. “Their school 
buses were outside waiting to leave, but the questions just 

kept coming.”

For more info and pictures on this event, please visit our past events:  
https://www.womeninbio.org/blogpost/1763197/YWIB-Past-Events

“I cannot thank 
you all enough, 

the field trip was a 
fantastic experience!” 

 José Pomarino,  
Science National Honor 

Society President

“The trip 
was amazing 

because it made 
me really hopeful 

and I loved the pen 
so much,” 

Ainsley Pollock,  
Wakefield High 
School student

    YWIB-Chicago

   STEM Discovery Night at Meadow 
Glens (March 14, 2019)

On March 14, 2019, the YWIB-Chicago chapter celebrated Pi Day by 
participating in STEM Discovery Night at Meadow Glens Elementary School 
in Naperville, IL. Over 250 families attended the event, and YWIB provided 
one of 55 hands-on STEM activities which were designed for all ages and 
covered every area of STEM interest.  

YWIB provided a hands-on exhibit entitled “Glucose, Lactose, Sucrose, Oh 
My.” Attendees learned how lactase breaks down lactose in milk to glucose. 
The children then used lactase to break down the sugars in milk samples 
and observed a color change when detecting the glucose in the sample, 
while learning how to use a pipette and other basic laboratory tools.
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    YWIB-Greater Boston

   A Day in the Life of a Scientist at Merck  
(May 16, 2019)

On Thursday, May 16, 2019 the YWIB-Greater Boston chapter and 
Merck Research Laboratories co-organized an opportunity for 
middle school girls to visit Merck’s facility to learn about life as a 
scientist at a pharma company. Girls participated in a networking 
mixer to meet other attendees and then listened to several 
female scientist presenters who shared insights about their career 
pathways, the importance of following their passion as well as the development of Merck’s internal women’s network.

The girls then participated in a pop-up style laboratory in the Merck 
lobby where they learned how to extract DNA from strawberries. 
Following the experiment, girls and their parents were invited to explore 
the exhibits in the reception area while enjoying light dinner fare.

    YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area 

   The Science Behind Antibody 
Engineering and Design  
(March 20, 2019)

On April 18, YWIB-San Francisco Bay Area hosted 40 Bay Area high school students at an event at Genentech titled “How 
to Get into the Brain - The Science Behind Antibody Engineering.” Students learned about bi-specific antibodies and how 
they are used to develop medicines that can cross 
the blood brain barrier. Genentech scientists then 
presented on protein purification and applications in 
targeting neurodegenerative diseases. 

Students then participated in a tour of the pilot 
purification plant and the Genentech campus. The 
event concluded with a panel discussion featuring 10 
Genentech employees, who discussed their career 
paths and gave students advice on how to pursue 
careers in STEM through internship opportunities, 
being persistent and staying curious.
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    YWIB-Philadelphia Metro

   Young Women In Bio (YWIB)  
at GETT EXPO (March 23, 2019)

YWIB-Philadelphia Metro hosted a table at the annual Girls Exploring 
Tomorrow’s Technology (GETT) Expo held at Phoenixville Area Middle 

School on March 23, 2019. The GETT Expo spring 
event is for girls in grades five through 10 and their 
parents to learn more about career opportunities in 
a broad scope of STEM-related industries. The day is filled 
with exciting, enlightening and experiential workshops led by 
successful women in STEM fields, including YWIB-Philadelphia 
hosting an experiment table where the girls came up to participate in 
a density experiment and talk about careers in STEM. This year, GETT 
was attended by 957 students, 315 parents and educators, 73 volunteers, 
32 STEM ambassadors, 121 Expo STEM Activities, and 67 organizations

    YWIB-Pittsburgh 

   Spring into STEM: Engineering & Automation  
(May 22, 2019)

On May 22, 12 students from the Pittsburgh Science and 
Technology Academy attended a tour and networking 
session with engineers and administrators from Premier 
Automation, an engineering firm located in Monroeville, 
PA. Students attending our Spring into STEM event ranged in age from 11 to 17 years who were interested in pursuing 
STEM fields including engineering, computer science or the health-related sciences.  

The event allowed participants to see various automated technologies that Premier uses. Students discussed how to 
transfer educational skills into business and heard from one female engineer who is developing an automated system 
which will be used for cryopreserved tissue samples.  Students observed engineers developing robotics automation 
which will be used to administer protective coatings onto glass for use in automobiles.  
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    YWIB-Greater Montreal 

   Spring into STEM Festival/ Fête du 
Printemps en STEM (April 26 and  
May 9, 2019)

YWIB-Greater Montreal hosted “Spring into STEM 
Festival/ Fête du Printemps en STEM” with Charles 
River Laboratories (CRL) on two separate dates: April 
26 (40 ninth grade female students) and May 9 (63 
Grade 9 female students), where participants gained 
extensive knowledge of life in the laboratory and met 
scientists who shared their experiences and knowledge. 

Both events began with a lecture on toxicology 
followed by a short film made by Charles River 
Laboratories, which described how an orphan 
drug transformed a young girl’s quality of life as a 
result of treatment for her condition (juvenile-onset 
hypophosphatasia). 

The girls then rotated between three different 
stations: clinical pathology, toxicology, and laboratory 
sciences. The clinical pathology station showed 
a histology presentation, the toxicology station 
involved booths representing different departments 
supporting current toxicology studies undergone at 
CRL, and the laboratory sciences station involved a 
tour throughout the facility to introduce various labs 
that support the drug development process.

Planting the Seeds of Science/Plantez les Graines de la Science 
(April 30, 2019)

YWIB-Greater Montreal and the Rosalind and Morris 
Goodman Cancer Research Center (GCRC) at McGill 
University celebrated Spring into STEM and Women’s 
History Month with their 4th Annual Planting the Seeds 
of Science Workshop for ninth grade students. GCRC 
graduate school volunteers introduced students to 
biology through a series of lab demonstrations and 
presentations about careers paths young in STEM fields.

The event began with an 
interactive quiz on the biology 
of cancer and women in science. 
The students cycled through 
various lab demonstrations 
isolating DNA, viewing 
cells through high powered 
microscopes and learning about 
animal behavioural studies.
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    YWIB-Metro New York 

   An Afternoon at LaunchLabs 
(April 4, 2019)

At the second annual “Afternoon at LaunchLabs” event, students 
engaged with female entrepreneurs at the state-of-the-art Alexandria 
Center for Life Sciences. The 25 student participants were divided 
into small groups to meet entrepreneurs and learn about their 
backgrounds and how they got to where they are today. The girls 
asked interesting questions before they were taken on a short tour 

of the laboratory by the 
LaunchLabs team, and 
the afternoon concluded 
with a science-themed 
reception.

Spring into STEM in Connecticut  
(April 6, 2019)
On Saturday, April 6, the YWIB-Metro NY chapter hosted its inaugural “Spring 
into STEM in Connecticut” at Southern Connecticut State University, sponsored 
by Celldex Therapeutics. More than 50 students and parents participated in 12 
different presentation on topics, including marine biology, rare diseases, medical 
devices, IT, artificial intelligence, embryology, clinical trials, marketing from 

Connecticut’s 
female leaders 
in technology, 
pharma and biotech companies, universities and non-profit 
organizations. They participated in a variety of interactive 
STEM activities, including suturing, medical device 
development, looking at bacteria and fungus through 
microscopes. 

Young Women In Bio - RockEDU’s Science Outreach Lab 
Welcomes East Side Community High Schoolers  
(May 14, 2019)
May is AP exam and end-of-school-year activities for high schoolers in New York City 
and elsewhere, but that didn’t stop about 25 girls interested in STEM careers from 

attending RockEDU’s PCR Lab Experience on May 14. The girls 
attend the East Side Community High School in Manhattan. 

They participated in hands-on demos at Rockefeller 
University’s state-of-the-art outreach labs, around lab methods 
for isolating DNA. Expert scientists from the outreach lab led 
discussions around the ethics of DNA testing. Huntington’s 
disease was used as an example and the girls got to practice 
gel electrophoresis with Huntington’s model gel. A very exciting 

program, at a busy time of year for high school students! 
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    YWIB-Research Triangle Park (RTP) 

   “Lean in, Women in Science”  
Panel & Networking Event at the  
NC School of Science and Math  
(April 12, 2019)

On April 12, YWIB-RTP networked with participants at the North Carolina School of Science & Math’s “Lean in, Women In 
Science” event. This event, which targeted high school aged girls, began with a panel of accomplished female scientists 
who talked about the challenges and success they have experienced in their careers. After the panel, the participants had 
the opportunity to network with a variety of science outreach groups in the RTP area, by sharing some of their favorite 
female scientists and what they were learning in their own science classes. The girls asked many questions about how to 
pursue STEM interests in undergraduate schools, and they showed great interest in learning about internship opportunities 
in college. The YWIB volunteers shared their own stories from their time as interns in a variety of STEM positions. The YWIB 
volunteers also talked about different STEM career paths that go beyond just being a bench scientist. 

YWIB Spring Into STEM 2019  
(April 27, 2019)

YWIB-RTP in coordination with 
Graduate Women in Science 
RTP hosted its third annual 
Spring into STEM event on 
April 27. Approximately 50 girls 
in 4th-8th grade participated 
in this event held at North 
Carolina Central University’s 
Biomanufacturing Research 
Institute and Technology 
Enterprise (BRITE). The girls rotated through four diverse activities each 
focusing on a different area of science and engineering. 

In one activity the girls became biomedical engineers working in teams to design and test a device, using pipe cleaners, 
straws and other items, to clear a mock blocked artery, a tube filled with playdough. In another station, girls extracted their 
own DNA learned how DNA is used to solve crimes. In a third activity, the girls learned about polymers and their unique 
properties while making slime. And finally, the girls also learned about preserving insects and distinguish between similarly 
looking insects. 

Tour of Hub Farm Educational Center (May 6, 2019)
On May 6, YWIB-RTP hosted an event at the Durham County Public School 
System’s Hub Farm, a 30-acre farm, forest, and aquatic educational center. During 
the event, the girls explored different areas of the farm, including the gardens, 

beehives and chicken coop. 

At the gardens, the girls learned 
about what makes produce 
organic and sustainable 
agriculture and ate fresh 
strawberries and snap peas. They explored different beehives and 
types of bees in a hive. They also learned about differences in eggs that 
are laid by different types of chickens, feed and helped corral animals 
into their nighttime homes by forming a circle around the animals and 
walking in towards the coops.

9



    YWIB-Seattle 

   GET READY TO ROCK!  
Girls Inc. dig into Geology with 
the BurkeMobile (May 24, 2019)

The Seattle Chapter of Young Women In Bio partnered with the Burke Museum at the 
University of Washington to bring a paleontology-themed mobile event to Girls, Inc. of the 
Pacific Northwest at Seahurst Elementary School on May 24. Twenty students of the Girls, 
Inc. program learned about the Paleozoic, Mesozoic and Cenozoic eras. They observed rock 
features under a microscope, dug up fossils and identified reptile like animals.

Spring into STEM: Wisdom of the Immune System with Adaptive 
Biotechnologies (May 29, 2019)

YWIB-Seattle partnered with Adaptive Biotechnologies for our “Spring Into STEM: 
Wisdom of the Immune System with Adaptive Biotechnologies” event on May 
29. A group of 33 students in grades 6-12 joined six YWIB-Seattle volunteers and 
seven Adaptive scientists for this event. The VP of Research & Development, Annie 
Sherwood, gave an interactive introduction about the adaptive immune system 
and how it is able to generate an immense variety of T- and B-cell receptor DNA 
sequences. Students participated in 
laptop-based activities of reviewing 
DNA sequences and using RStudio to 
analyze open source data, in addition 
to a facility tour. 

    YWIB-Southern California 

   YWIB Planting the Seeds of Science Workshop  
(May 5, 2019)

On Sunday, May 5, the Southern California Chapter of 
Young Women In Bio cohosted a STEM Symposium 
with Winward Academy helping Cece Gant, a girl 
scout, winning her Girl Scouts Gold Award. The 
event, hosted at College Planning Source, brought 
together 40 students from middle and high schools 
from eight different schools. The symposium offered 
a panel of five accomplished women in various STEM 
careers and booths for Winward Academy and YWIB 
who offered personal stories and experience, 
answered many questions and participated in a 
networking session with the attendees. 

The event was concluded with giveaways from event 
organizers and sponsors, including YWIB (t-shirt), Winward 
Academy (two promo codes for its programs) and Echo, a startup dedicated to improving 

microscopy (two microscopes). 

“I want 
people to feel 

more confident and 
comfortable with STEM. As 
students, we have some big 

decisions to make, and I want us 
to feel confident and inspired 

when making those 
decisions.”  
Cece G.
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ABOUT SPRING INTO STEM™
Young Women In Bio hosts an annual Spring Into STEM™ Festival, which is 
a series of STEM-focused events in the U.S. and Canada for young girls to 
explore educational and career opportunities open to them in STEM. From 
the first day of spring in March through the beginning of May, participating 
chapters of Young Women In Bio (YWIB) and participating organizations 
invite middle school and high school girls to a wide range of free events and 
activities, including company tours, panel discussions and participation at 
major STEM Festivals. Check out the STEM events taking place in your area! 
Visit the STEM section of womeninbio.org!

ABOUT YOUNG WOMEN IN BIO (YWIB)
Young Women In Bio (YWIB) empowers today’s girls to become tomorrow’s 
leaders, helping them affect positive change through science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM). We exist to ignite the curiosity and fuel the 
passion in girls, supporting them as they shape and change the world. We aspire 
to be the “go to” organization for girls looking to shape and change the world 
through STEM, providing them with the tools and resources they need to build 
successful careers.   
To learn more, visit: http://www.womeninbio.org/ywib

ABOUT WOMEN IN BIO (WIB)
Founded in 2001 to support women employed in the field of life sciences from the 
classroom to the boardroom, Women In Bio (WIB) is a multifaceted organization with 
13 chapters in North America. It offers an array of professional educational programs, 
peer to peer learning, mentoring and networking opportunities, and is the only 
organization for women that integrates all career levels and life sciences fields. 22,00 
strong, WIB is funded by sponsors and partners dedicated to supporting women of 
all ages in their lifelong journey; in the life sciences and beyond.  
Please visit www.womeninbio.org

Young Women In Bio 

(240) 204-0719 

womeninbio.org/ywib 

YWIB@womeninbio.org


