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WPHA Resolution Calling for a Ceasefire and an Examination of the Public Health
Implications of the Israel-Hamas War

Whereas, a world in which we value each other, honor our connectedness, and work together to change the
structures of marginalization will bring peace, safety, and conditions for all of us to thrive.

Whereas, Since October 7, 2023, over 30,000 Palestinians in Gaza have been killed by Israeli attacks, in response to
Hamas’s brutal attack that killed over 1,200 people in Israel and have held over 200 people in hostage.!

Whereas, because of their Palestinian, Arab, or Jewish identities and family histories, thousands of Wisconsinites are
directly impacted by the continued trauma of October 7', the ongoing violence against the civilian population of
Palestine, and continued captivity of all hostages.

Whereas, Palestinians in Gaza are facing a humanitarian crisis of unprecedented scale due to the ongoing
indiscriminate bombing, ground invasion, limited clean water, food, and medical supplies, and displacement, carried
out by the Israeli government.

Whereas, this conflict is perpetuating a dangerous lack of access to housing, medical, and basic needs, compounding
this health and humanitarian crisis that existed prior to October 7th.2

Whereas, this violence is an extension of a decades-long conflict stemming from failed policies inflicted on both
Israelis and Palestinians.>*>

Whereas, Palestinians and Israelis have long history of generational trauma that has jeopardized their sense of safety
and security which all people deserve. &7

Whereas, the conflict has increased Antisemitic and Islamophobic sentiments and hate crimes across US
communities and abroad.®

Whereas, the conflict has highlighted the mass confiscations of Palestinian land and property, demolitions and
prejudicial restrictions on home construction, illegal proliferation of Israeli settlements, forced detentions, torture,
unjust arrests and a lack of due process for Palestinian prisoners that predate the Hamas attacks on October 7" and
have negatively impacted the health of Palestinians.’
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Whereas, the International Court of Justice have ruled that some acts committed by the Israeli government appear
to be capable of falling within the Genocide Convention.®

Whereas, the Wisconsin Public Health Association asserts that racism is a public health crisis affecting our society and
Wisconsin public health organizations have determined that racism is an important root cause of poor health and of
health disparities, and have dedicated their work toward dismantling racism and advancing systemic changes aimed
at improving the health and lives of marginalized people. The work in advancing systemic changes goes beyond race,
but also assesses the intersectionality of other forms of social hierarchy.

Whereas, there has been a growing number of non-binding ceasefire resolutions brought forth and voted in favor for
by communities in Wisconsin and the American Public Health Association %213

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE WISCONSIN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION:

Calls for a permanent ceasefire to end the ongoing violence in Gaza; calls for humanitarian assistance including
medicine, food and water, to be sent into the impacted region; and calls for the immediate and unconditional release
of all hostages.

Encourages public health professionals to ensure they reduce discrimination and harassment against marginalized
religious and ethnic groups within their own institutions and their communities.

Encourages public health professionals to condemn acts of genocide and dehumanization of people while also
reflecting on how this applies in our everyday work in Wisconsin by developing educational sessions at the WPHA
annual conference to address:

- Effective ways to increase civic engagement, including methods such as deliberative dialogues as a strategy
for building common ground and solidarity.

- Advancing public health narratives for health equity, social justice, and environmental justice

- Health in All Policies approaches that address discrimination and inequities which lead to large disparities in
education, employment, infrastructure development, land ownership, housing policies, and other forms of
social determinants of health.

Encourages Wisconsin Public Health schools, programs and organizations to integrate frameworks and principles of
Peace through Health.'

FISCAL IMPACT

A. Time and training investment of up to 10 hours by WPHA to invite and engage members in statewide training
in frameworks and principles of peace through health.

B. Invest time during an annual meeting or conference through a breakout session with invited experts (not to
exceed $1500 in honorariums and travel expenses).
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