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A Wetland, Plant-Nerdôs Background 

Brief background:  

Á Environmental Horticulture Degree (LWTC) 1997 

ÁWetland Science and Management Program (UW) 2000  

Á King Conservation District ï Wetland Plant Coop/co-author of the 
Wetland Handbook  

Á N.W. Bloom - EcoLogical Landscapes 2000 -Present 

 

 



Making the Transition to LID  

ÁLearn: What kind of 
trainings are available 

ÁNew marketing strategies 

ÁDo you need new tools 

ÁNew estimating strategies 

ÁWhat to watch out for and 
lessons learned 

 

 

 



Some of the local trainings available  

ÁDepartment of Ecology trainings  

ÁWSU extensions 

ÁConservation Districts  

ÁProfessional Associations (WSNLA/WALP, etc) 

ÁCity of Seattle Public Utilities ï Rainwise program 

Á12,000 Raingarden program 

ÁUW Botanic Gardens Educational program 

ÁWorkshops ï handôs on training (NW Bloom is having 

one this summer) 



Opportunities in the Green Industry  

As new development and redevelopment occur an increasing 
amount of LID will be used.  

Opportunities will exist on:  

¹ Commercial property  

¹ Public land 

¹ Right of ways 

¹ Private property  

Good for designers, contractors and nurseries to include: 

¹ Raingardens/Bioretention  

¹ Water Harvesting  

¹ Permeable Paving 

¹ Green Roofs/Walls 



The first rebate 
raingarden project  



Marketing LID/Raingardens  

ÁKnow your market/audience!  

ÁClient driven motivation: is it ñsexyò? Or a regulatory 
decision? 

ÁElevator pitch: Explain the benefits to existing 
clients: global, local and personal 

ÁBuild your portfolio and experience  

ÁSocial media 

ÁConventional advertising  





LID Benefits  

ÁReduces and slows stormwater runoff 

ÁProtects water quality 

ÁRestores ecosystem services 

Á Water infiltration  

Á Groundwater recharge  

Á Pollution interception &  

 filtration  

Á CO2 sequestration 

Á Restoration of habitat  

for beneficial wildlife  

 



Tools Needed  

ÁThe Basics: shovels, pick ax, muscle 

ÁPower Equipment: Sod cutter, jackhammer, 
transits  

ÁHeavy Equipment: excavators, skid steersé 

 



What to consider with heavy machinery:  

ÁWeight and distributiuon (soil compaction)  

ÁWidth (site restrictions)  

ÁDigging depth (or lifting capacity)  

ÁSkilled operators 

ÁSafety 

ÁRental fees 

 

Heavy Equipment  



Estimating Costs  

ÁIs $3.50/sqft possible?  

ÁTime & material  

ÁPer project 

ÁLine item within a larger project  

ÁOverhead 

ÁProfit Margin  

 

 



Line Items  

ÁDemolition  

ÁGutter to ground  

ÁInlet/Outlet plumbing  

ÁRock 

ÁSoil Amendment 

ÁPlants 

ÁMulch  

ÁAccessories 



SAMPLE BID SHEET: 



Lessons Learned : 

ÁCalculations are critical 

ÁDo several infiltration tests  

ÁLocate your utilities and TV 1-800 -424-5555 

ÁBe leeryéof partial DIY projects and over 
engineered plans for a simple raingarden 

ÁThink of having disclaimers  

ÁBe ready to adapt to the site  



ÁTransits to measure elevations ï the best 
option but costs more 

ÁLevels of all sizes 

ÁString lines and bubbles 

ÁWATER! Will not lieé  

ÁTest runs at each stage of installation 

GRADINGé Donôt get it wrong! 



Donôt forget 
to use me for 

proper 
grading!  



What happened here?  



http://futureshack.aiaseattle.org/node/148


Rain gardens fit in the site and styleé  







Drainage improves over time 


