
Something to Consider Regarding the Corona Virus 
 
By now we have dusted off our contingency plans and began evaluating the threats 
presented by the COVID 19 virus. The data are coming into perspective, but it appears to 
transmit more readily than the flu and appears to kill a higher percentage of those 
infected. Everyone's first reaction is to figure out how it will impact them and members 
of their family. That's natural. However, those in leadership positions, need to help 
people around them understand a broader view.  Especially leaders in the banking 
industry, given the critically important role banks play in every community and local 
economy. 

This virus is going to spread. But HOW it spreads in your community will be a matter of 
life and death for many people in your community.  If it spreads too quickly and exceeds 
the capacity of your local health facilities, medical professionals in your community will 
be placed in the very difficult position of rationing medical services, including available 
beds and respirators. These are not decisions anyone wants to make and if this happens 
some will die that could have otherwise been saved. 

So, everyone in a community, even those who are not in a high-risk category and perhaps 
face nothing more than mild case of the flu, needs to consider making efforts and 
sacrifices to slow the spread of this virus in their community. 

We should explain to everyone, that their decision to wash their hands, stay home when 
they are feeling even mildly ill, avoid unnecessary travel or attendance at crowded 
events will slow the spread of the virus and save lives, perhaps not their life, or even 
someone they know, but it will save someone's life. 

We are buying time. And yes, bankers understand, time is not free. There is a price to be 
paid economically. But think about what we get in return. First, as I said, we save lives 
because we can provide the 5% who will require hospitalization with the care that they 
need. Second, if the virus has a season, we could conceivably push infections into next 
season when we have more expertise on treatments that are more 
effective.  Additionally, there will be a vaccine at some point, and the best-case scenario, 
especially for the most vulnerable is to avoid the virus until after they are 
vaccinated.  That can't happen without everyone's cooperation.  

So, when an event you have really been looking forward to is canceled, take comfort in 
knowing you are saving lives. If you're thinking about postponing a trip or skipping a 
crowded event, every time you wash your hands or stay home to nurse your runny nose, 
remember that these simple decisions are life and death decisions, perhaps not for you 
or your family, but for many of the most vulnerable people in your community that you 
may or may not know.  

This is the perspective that must guide the leaders of our communities as they make 
critical decisions about their response to this crisis.  Ultimately a bank is only as strong as 
the community it serves, so it makes sense that we would lead out in promoting a 
broader understanding of the sacrifices we each will be asked to make. 


