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Now in its 25th year, the York County Bar Foundation 

(YCBF) continues to make a lasting impact on the lives 

of our friends and neighbors in need. This year, the Bar 

committed $270,769 in funding for justice initiatives.

We are especially grateful to all our lay Board members 

past and present, Dr. Dominic DelliCarpini, Steve 

Feldmann, Mike Kochenour, Bev Mackereth, Bob Pullo, 

and Carolyn Steinhauser, for their efforts to advance our 

mission to promote understanding and respect of the law 

and increase access to justice.

Following up the work of the Community Task Force on 

Civil Legal Aid in 2012 and the 2014 Economic Impact 

Study on Civil Legal Aid, the YCBF has made significant 

progress in expanding its services to the community 

and strengthening relationships with our partners in the 

delivery of legal and human services programs as well as 

with legislators and business leaders. 

The message that access to justice is a community 

issue, supported by thoughtful planning and detailed 

research on the value of investing in civil legal services, 

has resonated with our partners. The Shelter from the 

Storm campaign, designed to engage the business and 

philanthropic community in addressing this issue, has 

raised nearly $800,000 in less than two years for legal aid 

programs – achieving a remarkable 80% of its 5-year, $1 

million goal. It is a great start to a long-term plan to reduce 

the fiscal reliance of the Foundation from the Association 

and to ensure our ability to fund critical law-related 

initiatives in perpetuity. 

In addition to long standing initiatives such as the Wills 

for Heroes program and custody and divorce clinics, 

the Bar’s expanded services now include expungement 

clinics to help remove barriers to employment and new 

pro bono and modest means options for clients in the arts 

community as well as in criminal and family law matters.

Locally, our grants program continues to have significant 

success. Bar funding and volunteer involvement in 

ongoing interests such as the Truancy Prevention Initiative 

has helped reduce York County’s statewide truancy 

ranking from 7th worst to 33rd.  Impact grant investments 

in 2016 include the YWCA’s provision of legal services 

for victims of domestic violence, the County’s plans to 

address the heroin crisis as well as York City’s efforts to 

reduce gun violence. 

With a clear focus on justice-related initiatives and 

new partnerships, we look forward to continuing our 

momentum and community impact into the future. 

Caty Houtman 
YCBA President

Ned Stankoski 
YCBF President

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Presidents’ Message ...................................PAGE 2

Partnerships in Action .................................PAGE 3

Court & Community Bring
History to Life ..............................................PAGE 4

By the Numbers ...........................................PAGE 5

Promoting Public Understanding
and Respect for the Law ........................ PAGES 6-7

Encouraging Charitable Giving ...................PAGE 7

Honoring Champions of Justice ............. PAGES 8-9

Our Investments at Work .......................... PAGE 10

Creating a Safer, Healthier Community .... PAGE 11

Committed $270,769 in 2016 .................... PAGE 12

Helping Children and Families .................. PAGE 13

Meeting Community Needs ...................... PAGE 13

We Thank Our Named Funders
and Legacy Society Members  .................. PAGE 14

Legacies Supporting the
Legal Profession ................................. PAGES 15-16

We Thank Our Donors .........................PAGES 17-18

2016 Financials ......................................... PAGE 19

 Presidents ’ Message

2 | Celebrating 25 Years



The mission of the York County Bar
Foundation, the charitable arm of the
York County Bar Association, is to:

• Increase access to justice for all people, particularly those struggling with poverty and abuse;

• Improve the administration of justice;

• Promote public understanding of and respect for the law;

• Encourage careers and diversity in the legal system;

• Improve the quality of life for York Countians through support for law-related community initiatives.
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Partnerships in Action

Celebrating 25 Years
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COMMUNITY NEEDS

Poverty 
In York County, more than 56,000 individuals live 
below the poverty level – for a family of 4 that’s an 
annual income of $24,600 – and are challenged 
daily to obtain critical legal services. 

Access to Justice 
There is one attorney for every 12,500 of those 
individuals. That means only 1 in 5 qualifying for 
legal aid can get legal help. 

OUR RESPONSE

The YCBF committed $270,769 in funding 
for access to justice programs helping 
thousands of our disadvantaged and 
low-income neighbors protect their 
livelihoods, their health, and their families.
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AYork County Bar Foundation is York County’s largest private 
funder of law-related programs. 

As the charitable arm of the York County Bar Association, the YCBF’s work is made possible by the generous 

contributions of hundreds of dedicated lawyers and legal professionals, businesses, and community partners. 

Thanks to that strong support, the YCBF committed $270,769 in funding for justice initiatives last year and 

continues to play a lead role in advancing justice together.  
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Court & Community Bring History to Life

At the event, the judges helped introduce the permanent project by painting a temporary rendition of the doorway to 
the original courthouse, located in the Square, where representatives of the 13 independent states met to debate and 
edit the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union in the fall of 1777.  Following adoption of The Articles in York 
on November 15 that year, printed versions were sent from York for final review by each of the 13 states, and formal 
ratification was completed in 1781.

Plans for the permanent public art installation in downtown York are now underway, led by a volunteer group working 
with local urban planner Genevieve Ray; Boston area public artist and lead designer Ross Miller; former YorkCounts 
co-chairs Attorney Reed Anderson and Ernest Waters; and United Way executive Robert Woods. 

The project will honor Jody Appell and the late Louis J. Appell, Jr. who initiated the project and provided seed money to 
develop the concept.

A group of York County judges 
participated in an event in York’s 
Continental Square to introduce the 
community to a permanent public 
art project planned to commemorate 
pivotal deliberations in York resulting 
in adoption of the Articles of 
Confederation – the crucial first step 
in creation of a national government.
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York County Court of Common Pleas Judges paint a replica of the doorway to the original courthouse (back, l to r) Judge Maria Musti Cook, Judge 
Stephen P. Linebaugh, Judge Christy H. Fawcett, Judge Gregory M. Snyder, President Judge Joseph C. Adams, Judge Andrea Marceca Strong, Judge 
Richard K. Renn, Judge Harry M. Ness, (front) Judge Todd R. Platts and Judge Kathleen J. Prendergast.

Lewis Miller illustration of the York County Court 
House at the intersection of Market and George 
Streets. The structure was built in 1754 and 

demolished in 1841. 

Image: From the collection of the York County History Center, York, PA.



By the Numbers
The Impact of Serving Our Community

In 2016, the Bar Foundation, Association and its members committed $270,769 in funding 
for justice initiatives, including $174,594 for legal aid services such as:

• Paying the entire salary of the family law attorney at the MidPenn Legal Services York office.

• Contributing $25,125 toward the salary of MidPenn’s intake evaluators.

•  Employing an attorney pro bono coordinator to build the network of legal providers and 
relationships with nonprofit agencies that serve people in need.

•  Supporting the delivery of programs and operations of the Pennsylvania Immigration 
Resource Center.

The Bar’s attorneys also provided thousands of dollars of pro bono legal services, including: 

• 3,112 hours of time, worth $622,310 on 873 cases.

• Providing 7 custody and 4 divorce clinics for 111 individuals.

• Removing barriers to employment for 65 people through an expungement clinic.

•  Presenting our annual “Wills for Heroes” program, providing emergency responders with 
wills, living wills, and health care and financial powers of attorney, as well as notarized 
legal documents, free of charge. Since its inception in 2010, attorneys have provided this 
important legal service to 392 emergency services personnel.

The Association committed an unprecedented $1.592 million
toward building our endowment to provide a permanent,
sustainable source of funding for crucial legal initiatives.  

120 YCBA members 
provided volunteer legal service

101 attorneys made donations 
totaling $25,125 in lieu of case work
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Promoting Public Understanding and 
Respect for the Law

PROGRAMS INCLUDE

Law Day was established by Presidential Proclamation 

in 1958 and is observed on May 1st throughout the 

United States. In 2016, the York County Bar’s annual Law 

Day celebration and award luncheon was held at the 

Yorktowne Hotel on May 2. The theme was “Miranda: More 

than Words” and highlights of the event included guest 

speaker, retired Special Agent Patrick J. Kelly with the FBI, 

the presentation of the Liberty Bell Award, announcement 

of the winners of the essay and bumper sticker contest, 

and presentation of awards to the Mock Trial first and 

second place teams. 

The contests encourage young people to think about current 

social and legal issues. Hundreds of York County students 

participated and the first place essay winner was Andrew 

S. White, a senior at West York Area High School. 

Pictured left to right: 3rd Place - Aidan Mikula, West York Area High School, 
Grade 11; 2nd Place - Sarah Crawford, Central York High School, Grade 12; 
1st Place - Andrew S. White, West York Area High School, Grade 12.

York County students in 5th through 8th grade had an 

opportunity to design a bumper sticker contest that 

encompassed the “Miranda: More than Words” theme. The 

winning design by Audrey Peri, an 8th grade student at 

Dallastown Area Middle School, was printed as a bumper 

sticker and distributed at the Law Day ceremony.

Mock Trial is a unique opportunity that teaches York 

County high-school students presentation and debating 

skills. The Bar’s Young Lawyers section, in concert with the 

Pennsylvania Bar Association, coordinates the program for 

10-14 participating schools in York and Adams counties, 

involving over 100 students. Nearly 150 volunteers work with 

schools, local community leaders, and judges over several 

months to prepare for and then bring the cases to “trial.” 

Spring Grove Area High School and York Catholic High 

School had the winning Mock Trial teams:

Spring Grove Area High School First Place team members are Caleb 
Edwards, Kasey Falcone, Timmer Gross, Brenna Gutshall, Chaize 
Harrell, Marisa Landaverde, Clayton Nace, Mary Reachard, Zoe Stauffer, 
Wyatt Wivell; Jason Baker, Nicole Harlacher, and Joe Intrieri, Faculty 
Coaches; Jonathan M. Blake, Rosina C. Stambaugh and Jack L. Graybill 
II, Attorney Coaches. 

Bar members engage in activities throughout the year to promote public understanding of 
and respect for the law.  
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York Catholic High School Second Place team members are Lauren 
China, Lindsey China, Christopher DeMarco, Brian Hand, Gianni 
Hill, TJ McGraw, Steven Nigro, Ian Schlough, Bridget Sterling; and 
Deborah Hess, Faculty Coach; Jeffrey F. Boyles, Attorney Coach. 

Legal Lines Television Programs are aired on our 

local cable channel and posted on the Bar’s website 

and youtube channel. These 30-minute educational 

programs are on law-related topics of interest to 

viewers throughout the county. About ten programs 

are produced each year and hosted by attorney Tom 

O’Shea featuring guest experts in the topic field. 

Law Mentoring Program is an attorney-led program 

with the York County Alliance for Learning (YCAL) to 

introduce high-school students from around the county 

to the practice of law over the course of ten sessions 

held at the York County Bar Center.

Leave A Legacy ® York County, a program of 

the York County Bar Foundation, is a partnership 

of more than 100 like-minded volunteers, 

professional advisors and nonprofit organizations 

that strengthens our community by promoting 

charitable giving. Leave A Legacy® assists York 

County nonprofits to develop planned-gift programs, 

encourages professional advisors to include 

charitable giving in estate planning and promotes 

planned giving to the public. 

This year, a creative marketing effort successfully 

aided members in engaging the community 

to “Leave More Than Footprints” and 

#LeaveYourLegacy to keep York County nonprofits 

strong for years and years to come.

We also raise awareness of the need to 
consider charitable planned giving 
to strengthen the nonprofits serving 
York County.
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Honoring Champions of Justice
LIBERTY BELL AWARD

The Liberty Bell Award honors a non-attorney volunteer in the 
York community who has encouraged others to respect the 
laws and legal system, to learn more about and take an active 
role in the American justice system, and to take pride in our 
nation’s system of freedom for all under the law. 

As stated by Jan Herrold, “This year’s recipient, Cheril L. 
Chronister, is an ordinary citizen…an ordinary citizen who 
has played an extraordinary role in protecting the interests of 
some of York County’s most vulnerable children.”

For 30 years, Cheril has been a volunteer CASA (Court 
Appointed Special Advocate) for children who have been 
placed into the Court’s Dependency System after being 
removed from their home due to alleged abuse or neglect. She performs her work under the authority of a Judge’s Court 
Order to make certain that the child is safe in her temporary placement. She makes sure that the child receives all the 
support and services needed. She also makes sure that all the pieces of the Dependency System work together to return the 
child safely to her home or to place the child in an alternative safe and permanent home as quickly as possible. 

CASA was established 30 years ago under the guidance and efforts of former York County Judge, The Honorable Emanuel 
Cassimatis. Cheril was a member of the CASA program’s very first training class. She was the first York County CASA 

volunteer to be assigned to a case and she has been active in CASA ever since. 

Kevin Schreiber – Partner 

The Pennsylvania Bar Foundation’s Pro Bono Partner 

Award, given to a community partner who helps promote 

access to justice for the neediest among us, was presented 

to Kevin Schreiber.  Former member of the Pennsylvania 

House of Representatives and current head of the York 

County Economic Alliance, Kevin Schreiber was a key 

player in making the first York County Expungement 

clinic happen.  In addition to the individuals helped, the 

event strengthened the York County Bar Association and 

Foundation’s relationships with key community partners 

including the Representative’s office, Mayor C. Kim Bracey, 

CareerLink York, MidPenn Legal Services, the Pennsylvania 

Bar Association, the Dauphin County Bar Association and 

Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equity.  Kevin Schreiber was 

directly responsible for engaging all the community partners 

in this effort.  As a member of the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives, Kevin Schreiber ‘s dedication to helping the 

underserved became well known and respected. 

 

Attorney Suzanne Smith – Individual 

Attorney Suzanne Smith was honored with the Pennsylvania 

Bar Foundation’s  award for her role in planning and 

implementing an expungement clinic, the first such clinic for 

the York County Bar, that provided invaluable information 

on expungement processes to the 89 individuals who 

attended.  More than just participating as an attorney, she 

helped plan the event and led the follow-up process.  Since 

the clinic, she has been working with court and county 

administrators and state legislators to determine if the fees 

associated with filing for expungement can be waived for 

those who qualify for free legal services in York County.  She 

has spent hundreds of hours on this project which will not 

only benefit those who attended the clinic, but future clinic 

attendees and ongoing MidPenn Legal Services clients. The 

potential economic benefits 

to the individuals and the 

community from her work 

to remove this barrier to 

employment are significant.

Pictured from l to r: Cheril L. Chronister and Judge Maria Musti Cook

Suzanne Smith, Esq. (I) 
and Kevin Schreiber8 | Celebrating 25 Years
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Honoring Champions of Justice

The Women in Law Committee 

of the York County Bar 

Association presented Anne 

Acker with the 2016 Jane M. 

Alexander Award. Named in 

honor of pioneer and 50+ year 

member Jane Alexander, this 

award is presented to a female 

resident of York County who 

has advanced the legal rights of women through example, 

education, or activism in the legal system.  Ms. Acker is 

the recently retired director of Safe Home and domestic 

violence programs at the Hanover YWCA. The services 

offered include child and victim therapy, legal advocacy 

and a 24 -7 hotline and crisis intervention. Safe Home’s 

victim advocates will meet with individuals any time, day or 

night, usually at a location like a hospital or police station.  

YORK COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION 
PRO BONO AWARD RECIPIENTS

Attorney Susan Emmons was recognized for her support 

of the divorce clinics that provide divorce services for low 

income clients.  These clinics are offered in partnership 

with MidPenn Legal Services and the York County Bar and 

are held four times a year.  Attorney Emmons ensures that 

the clinic forms are up-to-date with changes to the law and 

has willingly taken over cases where a pro bono attorney 

could not assist any longer.  Last year alone, the divorce 

clinics provided assistance to 20 clients who likely would 

not have been able to afford the benefit of legal counsel 

otherwise.  Attorney Emmons has been instrumental in the 

on-going success of these divorce clinics. 

Attorney Evan Gabel was recognized for his pro bono 

service through the York County Bar’s program, in 

partnership with MidPenn Legal Services, where Attorney 

Gabel has logged in over 55 hours of pro bono service.  

Attorney Gabel has directly represented for pro bono 

Landlord Tenant work, providing invaluable legal counsel 

helping those who couldn’t represent themselves.

 

Attorney Amy Phillips was recognized for her pro bono 

service in providing skilled representation to three custody 

clients through the York County Bar’s program, in partnership 

with MidPenn Legal Services.  With those custody cases, 

Attorney Phillips has graciously provided almost 30 hours of 

her time to work on those cases.   

Attorney Rosina Stambaugh was recognized for providing 

upwards of 62 hours of pro bono services in immigration 

assistance to clients through two organizations: the 

Pennsylvania Immigration Resource Center and HIAS, a global 

Jewish nonprofit that protects refugees.  In addition to her 

direct service for immigration clients, Attorney Stambaugh 

supports the York County Bar’s pro bono program by serving 

as a dedicated member of the Pro Bono Committee.  

Attorney MacGregor Brillhart: Wills for Heroes is a 

program co-sponsored by the Pennsylvania Bar Association 

that provides free basic estate planning documents to 

first responders and military veterans. “Wills for Heroes” 

provides our first responders and military veterans - those 

on the frontlines for our personal safety - the tools they 

need to prepare adequately for the future.  In York County, 

the Wills for Heroes program happens in thanks to Attorney 

Mac Brillhart.  Under Attorney Brillhart’s leadership, the 

2016 Wills for Heroes provided services to 56 members of 

the first responder community in York County.

Front row, l to r, Rosina Stambaugh, Esq., Susan Emmons, Esq., and Amy 
Phillips, Esq. Back row, l to r, Janelle Black, Esq., Director of Legal Services 
and Advocacy, YCBF, MacGregor Brillhart, Esq., Evan Gabel, Esq., and 
Robert Buzzendore, Esq., past YCBF Individual Award Recipient

AWARD WINNING PROGRAM

The York County Bar Association and York
County Bar Foundation received the

Pennsylvania Immigration Resource Center’s
2016 Light of Liberty Award for its

 its continuing commitment to educating,
advocating and ensuring access to justice.
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Our Investments as Work
Providing Free Legal Aid 
for Families in Crisis

Client Story 
Sally and Ben*

Since a 2014 trial, Sally 

has been the primary 

caretaker of her son, 

Ben. Not only is she a 

stay-at-home parent 

running a home-organizing business on the side, she 

is also an assistant coach for her son’s athletic teams, a 

classroom volunteer, and a field-trip chaperone. Her son’s 

father had visitation every other weekend, on Tuesdays, 

and alternating weeks during the summer.

Then early in 2016, her son’s father made allegations 

against her of physical abuse and again sought sole 

physical custody. All reports made to Children, Youth and 

Families were determined to be completely unfounded. At 

the same time, Sally had concerns of her own about Dad’s 

drinking, his inability to co-parent, and her belief that any 

more time spent with him would cause psychological harm.  

Sally sought help from MidPenn Legal Services (MPLS) in 

February 2016 and the Bar Foundation-funded family law 

attorney represented her at the conciliation conference 

and then at the subsequent trial.  

At this trial, the parties were finally able to come to 
an agreement which essentially affirmed the previous 
custody arrangement.  Sally did not lose custody of her 
son based on these unfounded allegations thanks to 

her attorney from MidPenn Legal Services.

*Names changed 

Providing Access to Justice for 
Vulnerable Immigrants

Client Story 
Fredy and Ofelia

Fredy and Ofelia came 

to the U.S. more than ten 

years ago.  Both were 

born in a rural village 

in the highlands of 

Guatemala. They came to the U.S. to do agricultural work 

and the couple lived in a home with several other workers 

and immigrant families. One evening while Fredy was at 

work, Ofelia was a victim of crime committed by one of 

their housemates. Despite their fear of deportation, Ofelia 

and Fredy reported the crime to the police and cooperated 

throughout the lengthy criminal proceedings.

PIRC legal staff listened to their story and helped the 

couple request a U Visa, a temporary immigration 

status available to immigrant victims of crime who 

cooperate with law enforcement in their investigation 

or prosecution of crime.  Their requests for U visas 

were approved in 2012 and in 2015 PIRC again helped 

them to request and obtain their green cards.

Ofelia and Fredy are now local small business owners of a 

landscaping business in Hellam, J&F Ovalle Hardscaping 

& Landscaping, and they have woven their lives into the 

community, raising their three young citizen children and 

hoping one day to become U.S. citizens themselves.

MidPenn Legal Services 
received grants and 
alternative pro bono 

service funds in the amount of $90,125 to support pro 
bono services and to preserve the critically needed 
family-law attorney position in the York office.

In 2016, MidPenn’s York office and local attorney 
volunteers provided free legal representation for 
873 individuals.

The Pennsylvania Immigration 

Resource Center (PIRC) is a unique 

service provider in the region of free 

legal services to indigent immigrant 

victims of crime and to vulnerable 

immigrants in detention in Pennsylvania. 

Learn more about PIRC >>
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Creating a Safer, 
Healthier Community

The Pennsylvania Immigration Resource Center received 
$45,000 to retain staff and support its operations in 
providing free legal services to indigent, vulnerable 
immigrants in the York community. This includes direct 
representation in York County of immigrant victims of 

domestic violence and sexual assault. 

In 2016, PIRC staff provided legal assistance to 191 

immigrant survivors and 59 family members in south 

central Pennsylvania including 34 survivors and 50 

family members in York County. In these households, 

an additional 183 citizen children in south central 

Pennsylvania benefited from their parents receiving 

work authorization and/or stable immigration status. 

In 2016, 100% of domestic violence victims who were 

eligible for work cards applied for them, and 100% 

were approved. 

When PIRC’s Immigrant Survivors Project cannot 

provide direct representation, PIRC works to find private 

attorneys in the community to provide legal assistance. 

PIRC seeks to make pro bono referrals for immigration 

law in addition to family law, addressing the family law 

issues that are oftentimes a critical part of ensuring 

a victim’s access to justice and safety. In 2016, 6 

immigrant survivors in the community were matched 

with a pro bono attorney for representation. 

Immigrants provided with legal orientations and 

pro se workshops: 2,118

Vulnerable immigrants receiving direct legal 

representation: 24 Detained; 191 Community 

Other Legal Services (Community Education, Pro Se 

Assistance, Legal Referrals/Information, CLE 

Trainings, Referrals to Other Service Providers): 845 

Funding in the amount of $15,000 was awarded 

to The City of York to launch the Group Violence 

Intervention Initiative focusing on reducing gun 

violence by individual offenders. The program 

brings parolees with histories of violence and/or 

gun offenses into a call-in, informs them of the 

legal risks of the federal felon-in-possession gun 

laws to which they are now subject, conveys clear 

antiviolence messages from community members 

and ex-offenders, and spells out social service 

opportunities. Careful evaluation has found 

substantial reductions in gun violence as a result.

The County of York, acting as the fiscal agent 

for the newly created York Regional Opiate 

Collaborative (YROC), received $10,000. The 

YROC, a partnership of community, medical and 

government agencies, is dedicated to reducing 

the abuse of heroin in York County. Under the 

leadership of Executive Director Dr. Matt Howie, 

the YROC is focused on educating citizens of 

the prevalence of the heroin problem, the signs 

and symptoms of addiction, and the resources 

available in addition to reducing drug-related 

deaths and crime in our communities through 

public education, advocacy, law enforcement, 

and legislation. In addition to the York County 

Bar Foundation, other funding partners include 

WellSpan Health, the Memorial Health Fund of 

the York County Community Foundation, and an 

anonymous donor. 

#iloveyorkpa
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Committed $270,769 in 2016
The Bar Foundation Grants Committee reviews all funding requests, carefully stewarding the funds it invests 

in the community. Nonprofit agencies who apply for funds fill out a pre-application; if invited, they fill out a full 

grant application; if granted funds, they must submit an outcomes report.

MidPenn Legal Services (MPLS) (York Family Law Attorney)

MPLS (Attorney Donations for Intake Evaluators)

Pro Bono and Legal Services (Staff and Program Support)

Pennsylvania Immigration Resource Center 
(Staff and Program Support)

City of York (Group Violence Intervention Initiative)

YWCA (Center for Justice and Advocacy)

United Way of York County (Truancy Prevention Initiative)

County of York (York Regional Opiate Collaborative)

Clarence “Chuck” N. Patterson Diversity Internship

Arms Around Africa In honor of The Honorable John W. Thompson 

Richard P. Noll Scholarships (2)

Leave A Legacy® York County

Justice Award for William Penn JROTC/Youth Court Student

York County Community Foundation Fund for York County 
In honor of Louis J. Appell Jr.

County of York 
(Henry Lenz Fund: Juveniles in Delinquency/Dependency)

$65,000

$25,125

$57,931

$45,000

$15,000

$15,000

$10,000

$10,000

$6,663

$5,000

$2,400

$2,000

$150

$1,000

$10,000
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Helping Children and Families

Meeting Community Needs

YWCA York was granted $15,000 for the establishment of the new YWCA York Center for 

Justice and Advocacy to meet the legal needs of victims of domestic and sexual abuse by 

creating a one-stop shop for their clients.

United Way of York County as the fiscal agent for the York County Truancy Prevention 

Initiative (TPI), received $10,000 for TPI program staff and operations to continue their work 

with school districts, judges, agencies, service providers, businesses, families, and students 

to implement consistent responses and interventions on truancy in York County. The Bar 

Foundation helped found and remains a major funder of the TPI. Through this initiative, York 

County’s statewide truancy rank has significantly declined from 7th worst to 33rd.

Funds in the amount of $57,931 supported efforts related to the delivery of Pro Bono and Legal 

Services to the York County community. With this funding, 122 pro bono cases referred to 

the York County Bar were successfully placed and 75 clients were served through the Modest 

Means program. Piloted in the areas of family and criminal law, the program was established 

to help provide legal services to individuals who do not qualify for free legal aid with income 

between 126 -200% of the federal poverty guidelines.

Modest Means 
The York County Bar Association 

(YCBA) created the Modest Means 

program to help moderate-income 

York County residents find affordable 

legal assistance in the areas of family and criminal law. 

Modest Means attorneys have agreed to charge reduced 

rates to clients referred through this program. 75 clients 

were served in 2016.

Wills for Heroes Program 
In 2010, the YCBA’s Young Lawyers 

Section launched the Wills for Heroes 

program in partnership with the Wills 

for Heroes Foundation, the PA Bar 

Association and Leave A Legacy® York County. The eighth 

event was held on September 10, 2016.  Thanks to the 

efforts of Attorney Mac Brillhart, 31 volunteer attorneys 

and paralegals, professional advisors and others provided 

56 veterans and emergency responders with wills, living 

wills, and health care and financial powers of attorney. 

Notarized legal documents were provided free of charge. 

To date, 392 veterans, police officers, fire fighters, other 

emergency services personnel and their significant others 

have received this important legal service.

York Lawyers for Arts
In collaboration with the Cultural 

Alliance, the York County Bar 

Association created the York Lawyers 

for the Arts (YLA) program to help the 

growing arts community in York County find legal assistance. 

YLA provides pro bono (free) and modest means (reduced 

fee) arts-related legal representation and education to low-

income artists and nonprofit arts and cultural organizations. 

To do so, we offer legal counseling, educational programs, 

advocacy, and alternative dispute resolution. We believe 

that artists should understand certain legal and business 

matters to protect themselves and their creative endeavors. 

One client was served in the inaugural year.
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We Thank Our Named Funders

We Thank Our Legacy Society Members

We thank the following Bar and community members who have generously created 
Named Funds to support their unique legal interests within the York County Bar 

Foundation endowment. Named funds are established with a minimum pledge of 
$25,000, which can be paid over time for up to five years.

The Legacy Society of the York County Bar Foundation honors those who 
have thoughtfully provided for a future gift to support the Bar’s mission:

$500,000+ 
Henry Lenz Memorial Fund, 

for Juveniles and Juvenile Delinquency

$100,000
Jon C. Countess Fund, for Youth Initiatives

$25,000
William Anstine Family Fund, for Legal Aid

Penny L. Blackwell and Jack Sanstead Family Fund, 

for York County Courts

Boustead Family Foundation Fund, 

for Youth Initiatives

CGA Law Firm Fund, unrestricted

George L. Eveler Jr. and Family Fund, unrestricted 

T. Frederick Feldmann Memorial Fund, unrestricted

The Katherman Family Fund, unrestricted 

J. Ross and Norma R. McGinnis Fund, unrestricted 

The Richard P. Noll Scholarship Fund, 

for Law School Grants

The Robert W. Pullo Family Fund, for Legal Aid

Carolyn E. Steinhauser Fund, unrestricted

Uhler-Cassimatis Juvenile Justice Fund, 

for Youth Initiatives

The Honorable Joseph C. Adams

Brian and Jeanne Addison

William B. Anstine Jr. 

Jeffrey C. Bortner (deceased)

Susan R. Emmons

Leo E. Gribbin

Suzanne H. Griest

William F. Hoffmeyer

J. Robert Katherman

R. Elliot Katherman

Diane and Thomas L. Kearney III

Carolyn and Martin Lasky

Andrew J. Miller

Kris and Tom O’Shea

Ronald Perry

Robert W. Pullo

Barbara Sardella

Jane H. Schussler and 

Michael W. King

John J. Shorb

Tom and Cathi Shorb

Carolyn E. Steinhauser

Walter A. Tilley III

The  Honorable and Mrs. Craig Trebilcock

Tina and Larry Young
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Legacies Supporting the Legal Profession
William F. Hoffmeyer

I named the York County Bar 

Foundation as a Legatee in 

my Will, thereby becoming 

a member of the Legacy 

Society of the Foundation, in 

order to emphasize my 55-

year commitment to the York 

County Bar Association’s 

role as a leader in the York 

County Community as the 

face of all of the members 

of the Bar who devote, so selflessly, so much of their 

time to the many Community non-profit organizations 

which work tirelessly for the betterment of the residents 

of York County; who as legal representatives to all of the 

York County residents who need pro bono representation 

to protect their legal rights guaranteed by the U.S. and 

Pa. Constitutions, offer their services without charge to 

protect those rights; and who regularly, publicly, stand 

up for those rights in their capacity as members of the 

various bodies who protect those rights such as the 

District Attorney’s Office, the Public Defender’s Office and 

the Judiciary. The financial support of the Foundation to 

Midpenn Legal Services for its provision of legal services 

to those who cannot afford legal services is merely one 

example of the significant financial contribution which the 

Foundation provides to the residents of York County.

Bill Hoffmeyer also created the 

Louise Hoffmeyer-Overmiller 

Scholarship Fund with 

Pennsylvania Bar Foundation 

in honor and in memory of his 

daughter. The first recipient of 

the $6,000 annual award was 

Christopher Harris, a third-

year student at Penn State’s Dickinson Law.

Susan R. Emmons

I became a Legacy Society 

member while I was 

serving on the York County 

Bar Foundation Board of 

Directors. In that capacity, 

I became familiar with the 

multiple charities and grants 

the Foundation makes each 

year to improve the lives of individuals in our community, as 

well as strengthen the community through impact grants. 

Motivated by their faith, both of my parents were active 

in their community and across the globe in agencies and 

endeavors to improve the lives of others. They both gave 

legacy gifts. My legacy gift honors their example, and sets an 

example for my children of a way to give thanks for our many 

blessings. My work at York’s legal aid center, MidPenn Legal 

Services, opened my eyes to the needs of our community, 

and I am thankful that our York County Bar Foundation is 

willing to invest in legal projects that make York County a 

model for other communities for caring and sharing. 

Henry Lenz Memorial Fund

In 2015, the YCBF received 
$666,962 establishing the Henry 

Lenz Memorial Fund, one of its 

largest named funds to date, to 

be used for charitable purposes 

involving juveniles and juvenile 

delinquency.

It was the intent of York County’s first probation officer 

Henry Lenz and his wife, Lydia Lenz, to improve the 

circumstances of those who became subject to the 

jurisdiction of the juvenile justice system of York County.   

Henry created a small account with his own money in 

the 1960s, which he used to meet emergency needs of 

juveniles: clothing, bus tickets for family visits, and the like. 

When Mr. Lenz died, the juvenile judges created a trust to 

carry these funds forward for the same purpose. When Mr. 

Lenz’s widow, Lydia, passed away, she bequeathed over 

$400,000 to the trust. The judges wisely recognized that 

such a sum would be better overseen and managed by 

an independent, but related, entity - the York County Bar 

Foundation. A special committee of judges and subject-

matter experts guide the fund to expand its outreach in a 

manner in keeping with Mr. Lenz’s intent. 

In 2016, the County of York received $10,000 from the 

Henry Lenz Memorial Fund for the provision of support for 

juveniles in the court system and their families. Funds were 

used to offset the costs of travel, clothing, education, and 

enrichment activities for 12 youth.
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Legacies Supporting the Legal Profession
Their Gifts. Our Future.

Richard P. Noll Scholarship Fund 

The Richard P. Noll Scholarship Fund was established in 1986 with a bequest from the late Richard 

P. Noll. Attorney Noll believed in the importance of providing an opportunity to York County students 

interested in pursuing a career in law.

 

For the 2015-2016 academic year, the Richard Noll Scholarship Committee awarded two $1,200 

scholarships to “deserving, needy law student(s) from the greater York area.”

The recipients were Dwight Quichua and Jennifer Breneman. Mr. Quichua is a 

fourth year evening division student from Widener Law School who works in the 

Immigration Court at the York County Prison while attending law school. He plans to 

practice immigration law. Ms. Breneman is a first year evening division law student at 

Widener Law School who is working as paralegal while attending law school. Both are 

excellent students.

 

The Honorable Clarence (“Chuck”) N. Patterson Diversity Internship Scholarship

The York County Bar Association and its charitable arm, the York County Bar Foundation, 

believe that, although it is important to promote more minorities to senior level positions 

within the legal profession, those efforts will be hampered if there are still too few 

minorities who decide to enter the profession in the first place.     

Beginning in 2005, the YCBA convened its Diversity Committee to look at ways in 

which diversity in the legal profession could be enhanced.  Programs were initiated 

to encourage minority students to consider law-related employment within the York 

community.  In 2007, the Diversity Committee encouraged the Bar Foundation to establish the Clarence “Chuck” N. 

Patterson Diversity Internship Scholarship program and began efforts to raise funds for this purpose.  The internship is 

named after the late Honorable Clarence Nicholas Patterson, Jr., who was a pioneer for diversity and served as York County’s 

first African-American judge.

The Clarence “Chuck” N. Patterson Diversity Internship Scholarship Program provides internship opportunities for eligible 

minority first or second year, full-time law students.  Interns receive $6,000 for a 10-week long summer internship at the York 

County Office of the Public Defender.

 

Maureen Rostad was selected as the 2016 Clarence “Chuck” N. Diversity Internship Scholarship recipient. 

A 3rd year student at Dickinson School of Law, Maureen received her undergraduate degree from 

Southern New Hampshire University with a major in psychology and minor in criminal justice.

Image: YDR/York Sunday 
News – Kate Penn
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We Thank Our Donors

James Smith $2,500+ 

Penny L. Blackwell and John Sanstead (5)

Michael and Alice Marie Boustead (6)

Rosemary Countess (2)

Frank & Rebecca Countess (3)

J. Robert Katherman (12)

R. Elliot Katherman (7)

Ross & Norma McGinnis (5)

Carolyn E. Steinhauser (12)

The Honorable John C. Uhler (7)

Jeremiah Sullivan Black $1,000+ 

Anonymous

William B. Anstine Jr. (7)

Sara A. Austin (7)

CGA Law Firm (4)

Victoria & Mike Connor (6)

Betty H. Eveler (3)

Suzanne H. Griest (6)

Rees Griffiths (5)

William F. Hoffmeyer (9)

Bernard Ilkhanoff & Paula S. Silverstein (6)

Jeff & Cindy Lobach (5)

Andrew J. & Tammy J. Miller (7)

Paul W. Minnich (4)

Thomas D. O’Shea (9)

Robert W. Pullo (6)

Rich Reilly (2)

Craig S. Sharnetzka (5)

Edward A. Stankoski Jr. (4)

Andrea Eveler Stanley (4)

Walt & Suzanne Tilley (9)

The Honorable & Mrs. Craig T. Trebilcock (5)

Lawrence V. & Tina Young (5)
* Denotes number of years they have donated at 
the Jeremiah Sullivan Black level or above.

$500+

Robert Clofine

Jane Green Davis

Christopher & Angela Ferro

Bill & Carolyn Gierasch

George N. Marros

Amy L. Nelson (UW)

$50+

Peter R. Andrews

Timothy J. Bupp

Charles B. Calkins

Joseph P. Clark II

Brent C. Diefenderfer

Margaret W. Driscoll

Caleb C. Enerson

Timothy H. Eskridge

Evan M. Gabel

Jennifer A. Galloway

Richard K. Konkel

Leanne M. Miller

Judith Koper Morris

Devon M. Myers

Sharon E. Myers

Christine E. Nentwig

The Honorable Todd R. Platts

Michelle Pokrifka

Dean E. Reynosa

Heather Z. Reynosa

Hunter Bryce Schenck

Sean A. Fields, Esq.

Rebecca M. Shanaman

Peter D. Solymos

Robert M. Strickler

Justin A. Tomevi

$25+

W. William Anderson

Leigh E. Dalton

Suzanne S. Smith 

$250+

Mac Brillhart

Susan R. Emmons

Stephen F. Feldmann

Leo & Elaine Gribbin

John & Janice Herrold

Stephen R. Lazun

Korey & Michelle Leslie

Kendall & Eric Menzer

John M. Ogden

Barbara Sardella & Stephen Dengler

Thomas M. Shorb

Brian P. Strong

Scott & Jeanine Lineberry

Tina H. Fox

Charles and Toni Rausch

Alan C. Green

$100+

The Honorable Joseph C. Adams

Meredith Allie

Anonymous

Angela A. Edris

John D. Flinchbaugh

Jeffrey A. Gettle

Gary M. Gilbert

Jack M. Hartman

Ronald L. Hershner

Clasina Houtman

Cheryl R. Kauffman

Melanie A. Lehman (UW)

Ann Marie McElwee

Zachary E. Nahass

Debbie & Ron Perry

Jeffrey L. Rehmeyer II

Martin Siegel

John W. Stitt

Barbara Orsburn Stump

The Honorable John C. Uhler

Mark Woodbury III

Anne E. Zerbe

Legacies Supporting the Legal Profession
Annual Campaign and Named Fund Gifts

York County Bar Foundation 2016 Report to the Community | 17

Y
O

RK

COUNTY BAR FOUNDATIO
N

FO
UNDED 1991 YORK, P

A



We Thank Our Donors
Honorary & Memorial Donations

In honor of The Honorable John W. Thompson
York County Bar Association/Foundation

In honor of 50-year Members D. Reed Anderson 
and Peter R. Andrews
York County Bar Association/Foundation

In honor of Past Presidents Bernard Ilkhanoff 
and Paul W. Minnich
York County Bar Association/Foundation

In honor of Robert W. Pullo
Jacques L. and D. Lois Surer

In honor of Thomas D. O’Shea’s 60th Birthday
Debi Dandridge
Becca O’Shea
Joy O’Shea-Woomer

Shelter from the Storm

The York County Bar Foundation’s Shelter from the Storm 

Partnership was created to secure funding related to the 

Bar-funded family-law attorney at MidPenn Legal Services 

and the Bar’s attorney access-to-justice coordinator.

As part of this partnership, the Bar Association is matching 

donations with $2 for every $1 raised. The matching 

funding will be transferred from the Bar Association to the 

endowment of the Bar Foundation. The Bar is holding in 

reserve up to $400,000 a year for this campaign for up to 

five years, or a total of $2 million.

We thank the following generous donors for their 

contributions of $796,000 to date to the Shelter 

from the Storm Partnership. 

The Powder Mill Foundation

The Warehime Foundation

York County Commissioners

Glatfelter Insurance Group

PeoplesBank 

United Way of York County

The Graham Foundation

Robert W. Pullo

Carolyn E. Steinhauser

M&T Charitable Foundation

The W. Dale Brougher 
Foundation

The Stewart Foundation

Rehmeyer Trust

York Traditions Bank

Tim Grumbacher 
& Debra Simon

PNC Foundation

LEADING BY 
EXAMPLE

In 2016, Sara Austin 

became 122nd President 

of the Pennsylvania Bar Association. Sara 

is the fourth person from York County and 

is the third female in the history of the PBA 

to achieve this honor. We are tremendously 

proud of Sara and her work in support of the 

profession locally and at the state level.

A former President of the York County Bar 

Association and current Board member of 

the Pennsylvania Bar Foundation as well 

as an avid scuba diver, Sara promoted the 

importance of “Diving Right In” and getting 

involved including charitable giving by 

example. She encouraged her colleagues to 

make donations to support the York County 

and Pennsylvania Foundation‘s law-related 

education and access to justice initiatives and 

to help those impacted by natural disasters.

“ Diving 
Right 
In!”
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2016 Financials
GROWTH OF THE YCBF ENDOWMENT FUND: 

Critical to Ensure Our Future

2008

$362,986

$589,518
$688,520

$906,217

$1,117,704

$478,304

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

$250,000

$750,000

$1,000,000

$1,500,000

$2,000,000

$2,500,000

$3,000,000

$3,500,000

$500,000

$1,361,181

$2,553,265

$3,192,482

69%

25%

6%

  Contributions: $285,116

  Support from YCBA: $779,481

  Investments/Other: $71,994

  Programs & Grants: $460,781 

  Administration: $39,268

  Fundraising: $85,983

YCBF
REVENUE

The above information is excerpted from the York County Bar Foundation’s 2016 Audited Financial Statements. 

Stewardship: The YCBF endowment assets are professionally managed by Counsel Trust Group, with spending and gift-acceptance policies 
that stipulate how we operate. Our current spend policy is 4%. The endowment’s income alone provides an ongoing source of funding. Using only 
a small portion of its value on an annual basis allows the fund itself to be perpetual in nature. Our committee structure includes a Philanthropy 
Committee to oversee the operations of our advancement program; an Investment Committee that reviews a monthly asset investment report, as 
well as meeting quarterly to review a deeper analysis of our investments; and a Grants Committee that solicits proposals for justice initiatives from 
community nonprofits, working collaboratively with them to maximize their impact. 

A copy of the official registration and financial information of the York County Bar Foundation may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department 
of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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York County Bar Foundation

137 East Market St.
York, PA 17401

717-854-8755
yorkbar.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Paul W. Minnich          President

Edward A. Stankoski Jr.         Vice President

Susan R. Emmons         Treasurer

Michael E. Kochenour         Secretary

Stephen F. Feldmann          Past President

William B. Anstine Jr.

Niles S. Benn

Sydney C. Benson

Amy L. Nelson 

Archie L. Palmore

Charles A. Rausch

Thomas M. Shorb

Andrea E. Stanley

Carolyn E. Steinhauser

Lawrence V. Young

STAFF

Victoria A. Connor 
Chief Executive Officer 

Janelle Black, Esq. 
Director of Legal Services and Advocacy 

Cheryl R. Kauffman 
Member Support and CLE Coordinator 

Kendall Menzer 
Office Manager and Leave A Legacy Program Coordinator 

Jennifer Mischke 

Administrative Coordinator and York Legal Record 

 

Presidents of the York County Bar Association and Foundation gather annually for an update on the Bar’s activities and to provide feedback and 
guidance on the direction of the organization. Show here seated (l to r): Suzanne S.  Smith, Barbara O. Stump, Paul W. Minnich, Bernard Ilkhanoff, 
Carolyn E. Steinhauser, and Barbara Sardella. Standing middle row (l to r): William C. Gierasch Jr., Gary M. Gilbert, John C. Uhler, Thomas L. Kearney III, 
Judge Maria Musti Cook, Charles A. Rausch, J. Robert Katherman, J. Ross McGinnis, and Jan M. Wiley. Back row (l to r) R. Elliot Katherman, Lawrence V. 
Young, President Judge Joseph C. Adams, Thomas D. O’Shea, Walter A. Tilley, Stephen F. Feldmann, Andrew J. Miller and Leo E. Gribbin Jr.

York County Bar Foundation


